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A 
t    R    E    A    T   i   S    JE 

on  the  GtNfeRAL  Plan  of 

REVELATION; 

C  H  A  P  f  E  k    i; 

RevelcUton  foUukd  oh  FaSi: 

TllE  wifdoiii  of  the  firfl  dgeg,  fdt 
more  than  two  thdnfand  years^ 
fconfiftcd  in  a  manner  pntirely  iii 
the  knowledge^  or  rather  the 
belief,  of  certain  fads  hahded  down  front 
one  generation  to  another.  Upon  thefii 
their  fentiments,  and  confequently  theii: 
affedtions  ^rid  paflidns,  were  formed :  and 
thence  the  whole  of  their  religidn,  and 
what  is  now  called  morality y  the  whole  of 
their  coridudti  both  in  relation  to  God 
and  their  neighbour,  was  regulated  and 
diredled. 

It  can  hardly  be  imagined,    that  any 

traditions,  however  authentic  in  their  ori-* 

Vol.  II.  A  ginal,' 


CL  REVEt.ATipN  .founded       Ch.L 

ginal,  ccmld  be  cofeveyjod  ^throughi  fuch 
hands  as  even  the  beft  of  men  are,  with- 
otftfonjd  vejfy  material,  alterations.  Ai^d  ac- 
cordingly two  provifions  were  mMe  foi^thfiir 
prefervation :  Jirji^  The  longevity  o^  th^  firft 
men,  and  the  frequent  familiar  appearances 
(tf  cel<ftialt)eings  to^  andcoriver^tiotip  wk;h 
them;  to  which  may  be  added,  the  rites 
and  obfervances  of  their  religious  worlhip, 
until  the  wife.  direcSlor  of  all  found  it  pro- 
per to  reduce  ttem  into  writing,  begun 
by  Mofes,  carrie'd  on  from  tin^^e  to  time 
by  the  prophets,  and  finifhed  by  Jefus 
4^hrift  and  his-  a'poftles ;  '  ^nd;  Jic^ly^  A 
people  feparated  froni/  the  reft  of  manjcind, 
^d  invefted  with  very  diftingu^lhing  pri- 
..vileges,  for  this  very  end,  to  b^  witncflTes 
for  God,  and  to  pr^erve  in  the.w  purity 
thofe  divine  oracles,  which  were«  commit- 
ted to  them  with  fuch  circumftances  as 
could  leavQ  no  doubt  of  their  divin?  ori- 
ginal, and  the  authority  by  which,  they 
<tvere  eftabliflied,  fuch  as  never  attended 
any  other  fadls  whatfoever;:  and  tljai;  p^- 
ti6n  was  fo  wifely  placed  ia  the  jnidft;Qf  the 
then  habitable  world,  and  the  neij|;.hbour- 
hoodof '  thofe  flates*  which  had  extended 
Ifceir  trade  aiid  navigation,  fa^^h^    that 

all 


on  Fact,^        ^  ^ 

all  the.  inhabitants  of  the  earth  had,  of 
niight  have  had,  cafy  acccfs  to  recover  thtf 
truth' of  their  traditions,  however  theji 
imght'havc  been  cornipted,  .or  eveh  alto-# 
gedierloft.      .     -  -    .  .^  '     : 

In 'fe^  we  find  that  this  wjis  the  way 
which  the. ancient  Greeks  cook  for  acqni-*' 
ring  knowledge..  Travelling  was  thei» 
beft  courfe  of  :education  j  and  their  travel© 
lay  all  oneway.  Egypt,  and  the  neighbours 
hood' of  Canaan,  were  the  places  they  fre-? 
^ptiented ;  told  he  who  could  give  the  beft 
adcount  of  their  traditions,  was  thewifeft 
jnauw  And  thence,  we  ba\^  good  reafon 
io't&kife,  thefc  veftigcs  of  truth  wereta-* 
icdii 'Which'  are  fo  much  admired  in  an-*' 
cJeiat' writings.  Thus,  however,  thingg 
S^en&on,  until  a  generation  of  men  arofe, 
wh(j;'a(IUming  the  then  modell  name  of 
philbfoph&s'j  and  fcorning  to  take  any  thing 
upoDf  troft,  would  needs  fall  a-rcafonihg,^ 
as ^they  •  fcalled  it,  on  fadls  greatly  above 
thdbt-wach^  and  where  they  tcould  have 
ao  duta  to^fupport:  them;  In  confeqiicnce 
ii^h^rAi)]^  itho  prin<:ipal  fads  were 'either 
ydj^i^^i^  im|icxffib)e,  or  e!}Epiaiiied  aAvay 
ititoli'CDnfift'ency  'with  their  own  low  and 
miftaken  notions  or  imaginations.  Thus,. 
*i  ■  L  A  2  profeffing 


pl^ft^^llk^^^^l^  thcjTt.hccaKme 

fi^rwa^ithftJtaRewlfdg^  c^  the.  traw.God^ 
ff^di^fy  aWr  th«  (C0pCflBn»;  of  thuex^iritual  and 

^^mupl?  that  the  yeiy  wiitiDS^  of  Mo- 
ff^^i^  tk^pro^k^^YmnOj  hji  Aft  ^snerar 
Ijty^ jcf^jfthat  pQople^  to  whoca  thcjr>.  were 
j:piru^tjBe4^  -^grm^jptrv^rx^  irovA  their 
$^ig»?^Hate»tio^^\^nd.inad^  Iwid  by  their 
fgoUjfh  traditioaSi:  -  ir^  .-  •  .rvt  :,v 
•^  Sw^,jfv?#  the  unhappy  ftate  of  ,i»aafci«ldi 

?5^f]^3r  W^iel4*  2^ndhis.4ifdples,-iQiidag^ 
xy:jdj5*^  original'truth^riithatrrjiqiy!) 

<^  '^[i^ljiiW jbtft^^^  thought,  there  •w;aB)q§Eitef 
^jf^l  f^fff^K^Tj^doi^g^in^L  all  coirr»ptioris 
and  ahitffS;  f^S  eyei; ;  efpeciallyrychoa  thefc 
|^d^4!^pfi&cjp^  truth  eamc  to  fee^  ^aaaifi 
1^951  ioft^ilYoigarr tongues;  and  JadgedE.in 
ft?ffX  haiviv.^  IFht^,.  c^^^are^  jtcdcl,  thcf  pri^ 
5gijf^erif3?iifliai!^sv^i  cQJitcating  .theDoielTcs 
Yj^^^heffjjBLplicicjc  of  fedth,  ^maxieicithCT^ 
J^^J^jju$p>9ft  tfti  improve  the.  fsL&s  whkiH 
tj^^l^icvedjv'.i^  th^.  ihcaFtsiand 

l^y^s  R;ggoQi|:fej5jiiy  into^a?  converfa/ton .  ibe^ 
f:^pj^i^i,th^;gQfpel-pf '^^  i«&khycoin^ 

]g^eii4e4;lt:fe^«i  aU>.^andJfet  fchoa  in  their. 
||j»pq;:iight>,,M  ,^, ;..::■.>:. ^/r    -.^ ->^;{j  -■'- 


«ttiy*eli^vie  Wh4t-h6^  ddej^adt  T§iiderftaAd, 
iDiQPiiitiderfliiDd  any  thing  <rf  ^ki^h  he  has 
M>C  i:k»Li:'  acid  diftindt  uic/ui  as  the  images 
we  form  of  external  obje^  are  called, 
timff^tOiA  themfelTes  obliged,  either  flbtly. 
td)ide»f,jtfr  explain  away  the  moft  Aon 
liU^mis^xBs,  however  ftrongly  fupport-* 
^pfOd^ifcrhich  Chriftianity,  or  indeed  any 
jpefit^oB^  ca)[i  ftand.  It  is  palptfWy  ccrtftiij, 
diot^yiee  can  have  no  idea  {it  a<)},  much  lefs 
^i-^skaflr-and  ^diftinft  one,  qf  any  dung, 
&fliir>Ti^lMa:  we^can  imagine,  op 'form  iRiinc 
imalg^  .66)  and  that  cannot  poflibly  go  a*» 
BJ^i^sakhGt'  than  material  objedls,  ^  whate- 
-nriiUxmhs  aop  conception*- >*^e^i!nay  fotm 
t^riddTcrfption,  .01^  ^nadogyc^ttd"  rfefein- 
Hhirioe ;  ^iind  where  dieft' ifall^  thei^e  ihoiia 
bcaiiitea^^botii  bf  otai  khbwtedgtf  arid  bttr 
feifli/iGBOiidia;/  f ftcong^  foundtftkiri  •  l^d  ^iSt 
feiungriafiik  alhojie '*«m€*^ii^''fhiga^ 
fid&iBtc(iKUIdi^dte>hdly  «^^^  aridf' 

even  that  on  which  all  religion ^'itftfli,'thet 
5#5  \  ^eing 


6  Revel ati6k  founded       Ch. I, 

b*lhg  of  a  God;  WliQ  i^  the  creator  aiid 
proprietor  of  all  thing*  in  heaven  an^ 


'  Otir  modern  philofo^hers  indeed,  ta^ 
kiiig  the  advantage  of  that  light  which 
revelation  has  given,  iindertake  boldty, 
ribt  (Jnly  to  difcover  the  being  of  God, 
t)tit  txi'mafce  put  a:  complete  charadler  of 
ixiin  iri  all  his^  perfections,  with  all-  the  e-? 
videtice  of'demonftr:atiQnv  And  it  muft 
be  a^cknowledged,  they  have  faid  many 
p^a^ble  things.  But  aSthe  belief  of  fome 
being  which  is  called  God  has  been  in  the 
world  feVer  fince  there  were  men  in  it,  all 
tjhat  is  left  for  them  is,  to  try  what  can 
"^  faid  for  or  againft  it.  This  is  a  quit6 
^ifferept  thing)  from  finding  gut  a  faft'alr 
t^elher  upknown;  a  province  that  rea- 
fori  was  ritrvef  made  for;  and  which  in- 
deed cannot  poffibly  bedone,  but  by  bring- 
ing it  fome  how  under  our  obfervation  y 
axxd  that  cannot  be  done,  but  either  by 
bringing  it  within  the  reach  of  our  per- 
ceptive powers,  or  by  the  information  of 
others:  and  when  the  mpft.  momentous 
fkds  on  which  the  pipper.eviderice  of  the 
divine  being  and  diftinguifliing  char^ifte:? 
tefts,  are  confidered,  they  wiH  t*  found  to, 

be 


•ibe  fach:as  notv  but  Jbaxniblf.  ^ould  eithqp 
ibiow,  •  or  gm  infoiTxixtioa  about-.  .,.., . ,, 
I  may  not  infifl  here  on  a  predimjptiojx^- 
•whiclx  yet^  carrkkv^ftrDugcc  coavxflipUv  z^ 
gs^a  their  pr^tenjEons,-  than  aU  their  rea^r 
fofMings  and  demonfbations  can  ever  do 
for  them,  .^  viz.  That  .the  united  attempt 
x>f  all  the  veiy  great  men  who  had  npc 
•accefs  to  the  written  record,  could  never 
bring,  not  to  fay  the  world,  but  even  any 
jone  of  themfelves,  to  any  tolerable  know-?* 
ledge  of  the  true  God.  The  higheft  qf 
their  attainment  was,  to  afcribe  thp  tradi^ 
tiohal  epidiets  o£  Optimus  hlaxinmsy  the 
i>efl  and  greateft,  to  what  they  called  Qo^f 
JBut  who  or  what/ that  being  was,.,  or  .er 
yed'vehat  true  goodneis  and  greatnefs  ar^l^ 
l:i^thcr  they,  nor.  any  of  their  modem 
fyiccefibrs,  have  ever  been,  able  to  i^jm 
without  nflfuming  a  f&A  which  they  could 
nireer  hav^'  known,  or  imagined,;  unlefs 
they  hadb^en  told  of  it,  via.^thati.tbisr  a- 
ni^v^rfe^  Mrith-  all  the.  fullnels  of.it,.  w^ 
imce  nothing,  and  had  .no  beijng.  untjiJL  he 
gave  it,  and  made  every  thing,  there  to  be 
^Kfhaitit  is:  Afacl  fo  fingul^x  in, its  na- 
ture-, and  which  required  ^  kixvd.pf  power 
fo  infinitely  above  what  is  known  to  man; 

and 


v^  itEVEJLATibN  founded        Ch;!; 

.and  which  fo  Far  fixrpafles  all  htuhari  ap- 
prehen&m,  that  there  is  no  imaginable 
.way  by  which  fo  much  as  a  fufpicion  of 
it  could  ever  have  entered  into  any  dne'^ 
^tcad;  nor  could  any  proper  infoniiation 
be  giyen  about  it,  but  by  the  creator  ium^ 
iclf:  and  yet  upon  this  fuppofition  all 
:l&eif  reaibnings  are  founded  which  have 
any  wfeight^  6r  that  can  make  any'laft-^ 
ing  impreflibn; 

It  is  tnici  there  have  been  very  high 
pretenfibris  made  to  religion,  and  even  de- 
votion, on  thefe  principles ;  not  only  by 
thofe  who  could  know  no  better,  but 
by  thofe  among  ourfelveife  who  certainly 
Knighto  A  noted  late  writer  has  g^vcn  us 
«rhat  I  think  fo  jiift  an  account  of  this, 
that  I  chufe  to  deliver  it  in  his  own  words. 
*^  Philofophical  devotion;  like  the  enthu- 
.^*  fiafin  of  a  poet,  is  the  traiifitory  eflPeift 
^^  of  high  fpiritsi  great  leifure,  a  fine  ge-^ 
*1  aius,  and  a  habit  of  ftudy  and  con- 
templation. But,  notwithftanding  all 
.  &e{jb  qircumflances^  an  abftradled  invi^ 
J  fible  objed,  like  that  which  natural  re^ 
iligion,  alone  prefents  us^  cannot  long 
a<5taa!se  t3^  mind,  or  be  of  any  great! 
•^  monient  in  life,  ^^o  render  the  paffion 
:     .  ''  ef 


44 


^Mi^ttid^^&affiaflkig^eieii&s  and*  imag^ 
^!tona)iicfii$i  *nid  ismit  erabsace  £jme  hiftori^ 
^^aatae^Q^eltas  ^[dxdafophical  account  -o^ 
%a}ifld[^aauty^'^o^.Not.o^         dioufand^ 

€]u  1ai^£9tt0d[j|(£apabic  of^niteziiigiintx)  ihe^ 
iBetsif>hj?£bal  jMsfinemeots  diis^  iniild  oiLar 
"I^ginijjtitodefmiift  liy^  icitjicr  by ;Ai^  out 
faith ;  and  either  continue  qtiite  ignonrnt: 
ef  the  B^ty,  xar  make  out  his  charadler  as 
thcf  ^  that  of  men  whom  they  neicer 
f^ ; '  Aaz  id^  by  las  works  and  ways :  ^and^ 
if  iBthey  have  not  a  true  hiftory  of  thefe^ 
thfif  wiik  befure  to  make  one  for  thcm»f? 
fdbres^  aa  folly  appears  by  the  grofs  con^' 
ceitfi':^and  foolifh  legends  of  the  adls  of 
wkait' they  called  their  Gods^   made   and- 
prcq^atednot  only  in  the  Heathen,  but 
fooMt^ther  places  of  the  world; 

^ILV^hdwever  this  difpofition  may  be  ab- 
uJfedf'^it^is  by  no  mean$  to  be  reckoned 
ameqi^de^rruptions^  or  even  infirmities,'' 
of  tfaehuman  nature ;  but  the  diilinguifhing  ' 
chttaiAenftic  of  that  conilitutiQn  our  wife" 
ci!ff9itQri4kw  £t  to  aifign.us,  for  aniwering^" 
th«L  |)i|rpa£bs  for  which  he  deiigned  us  in  ' 
hifc.ttr«5ld;  and.wiidi,  accordingly^  he' 
WPlAI.  B  initiate? 
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initiates  every  one  of  ns  into,  by  the  way 
in  which  we  enter  there ;  where,  incapable 
for  a  long  time  of  judging  or  adling  for  our- 
felves,  a  great  part  of  our  lives  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  be  fpent  in  an  implicit  faith  in,  and 
dependence  upon,  thofe  to  whofecarewe  are 
cortimitted :  nay,  after  all  the  obfervationsr 
we  can  make  for  ourfelves,  even  in  the 
higheft  ftate  of  improvement,  we  would 
find  ourfelves  but  very  ill  provided,  even 
for  living  in  a  prefent  world,  were  it  not 
for  the  informations  we  receive  from  o- 
thers.  But  how  fhall  we  attain  the  know- 
ledge of  the  invifible  God,  whom  no  man 
hath  feen  or  can  fee  ?  And  how  can  he  ma- 
iiifeft  himfelf  to  us,  but  by  fuch  works  and 
ways  as  we  are  capable  of  perceiving,  and 
by  which  we  may  be"  enabled  to  form 
fome  proper  apprehenfions  of  his  being  and 
perfedions  ?  A  true  and  authentic  Ijiiftory  of 
thefe  muft  therefore  be  the  beft  gift  that  can 
be  made  to  creatures  in  our  circumftances. 
•  Such  a  hiftory  of  God  we  iiave  in  the 
Bible  ;  and  they  miftake  it  greatly  who 
Confider  it  in  any  other  light.  Whatever 
accounts  we  have  either  of  nations  and 
kingdoms,  or  of  particular  men,  were 
tiot  designed  to  give  us  their  hiftory,  but 

only 
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only  fo  much  of  it  as  was  neceflary  to  fet 
God's  ways  with  them  in.fuch  a  light,  as 
that  we  might  learn  from  thofe  inftances, 
what  to  think  of  him^  and  what  we  have 
to  hope  or  fear  from  him  in  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances.  All  the  fadls  we  have  there 
recorded  are  not  indeed  of  equal  moment ; 
but  none  of  them  may  be  deemed  fuper-^ 
fluous.  Some  capital  ones  there  are,  with- 
out which,  God  cannot  be  known  at  all. 
But  others  contribute  to  the  more  perfedl 
knowledge  of  him,  and  all  togethei:  make 
up  a  fyftem  of  perfedl  wifdom,  and  natu- 
rally l&d  to  the  great  difcovery  of  what 
all  the  philpfophers  and  wife  men,  ancient 
and  modern,  have  laboured  in  vain  to  find 
out,  viz.  where  the  true  perfedlion  and 
happinefs  of  mankind  lies ;  for  thefe  two 
can  never  fubfift  feparately.  But  then  it 
muft  be  adverted  to,  that  none  of  thefe 
fadls  muft  be  takjen  feparately,  and  with- 
out taking  in  the  whole.  Attempts  of  thi? 
kind  have  mifled  many.  There  is  not  on- 
ly a  clofe  connedlion,  but  fiich  a  beautiful 
order  and  dependence,  that  one  fa<5l  fup-f 
ports  and  opens  the  mind  to  conceive  an- 
other, which  by  itfelf  might  have  feemed 
abfolutely  incredible.  Of  this  there  arc 
B  2  numberlefft 
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liximberlefs  inftances,  which  I  may  not 
enter  upon  here ;  fome  will  occur  as  we 
go  along. 

In  the  knowledge,  belief,  and  proper 
improvement,  of  thefe  fafts,  the  whole  of 
Chriftianity  confifts,  A  plain  fimple  thing, 
which  needs  no  philofophy  or  human 
fcience  to  fupport  its  principles.  There  is 
not  in  the  whole  Bible  one  fingle  inftance 
of  that  kind  of  reafoning.  Much  and 
ilrong  reaforiing  we  do  indeed  find  there ; 
but  all  of  a  quite  different  kind.  It  is  all 
employed,  either  in  fupporting  the  truth  of 
the  fa6ls,  or  enforcing  the  propei^  confe- 
quences  and  improvement  of  them.  And 
it  had  been  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  thofe 
who  have  employed  themfelves  in  the  great 
and  laudable  defign  of  opening  the  fcrip- 
tures,  had  guarded  more  carefully  than 
has  been  generally  done,  againfl  thofe 
mixtures  of  human  wifdom  which  we 
find  fo  frequently  and  ftrongly  cautioned 
againft  by  pur  Lord  and  his  apoflles,  by 
which  the  fimplicity  and  beauty  of  the 
t:ruth  as  it  is  in  Jefiis  have  been  at  leaft 
greatly  fiiUied  and  obfcured,  Chriftianity 
moulded  into  the  form  of  an  human 
fcience,  a  wide  door  opened  for  number-^ 
lefs  unnecefTary,  and  many  of  them  end- 
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lefs,  debates  and  controverfies,  the  true 
fpirit  of  it  loft  in  bitter  contentions  and 
divifions,  and  mens  faith  drawn  oflp  from 
the  only  foundation  on  which  it  can  ftand, 
the  teftimony  of  God,  to  buiFd  on  the 
gueffes  or  bold  aflertions  of  the  reafoners 
and  difputers  of  this  world. 

And  yet  fuch  is  the  tyranny  of  cuftoin 
and  received  opinions,  that  many  learned 
and  good  men  have  thought,  that  natural 
reUgion,  as  the  philofophical  is  pretended 
very  unjuftly  to  be,  is  the  only  foundation 
on  which  Chriftianity  can  ftand :  for,  fay 
they,  how  can  we  know  any  thing  to  be 
a  divine  revelation,  or  receive  it  as  fuch, 
until  we  know  there  is  a  God;  nay,  till 
we  know  fo  much  of  his  nature  and  per-t 
fedlions  as  fhall  qu)£ilify  us  to  judge,  what 
is  worthy  of  him,  and  what  not  ?  With- 
out this,  we  lie  open  to  every  impoftor  or 
deluded  enthufiaft  who  fhall  take  it  into 
his  head  to  pretend  a  divine  commifEop, 
and  his  reveries  may  pafs  with  us  for  di- 
vine oracles. 

Need  I  obferve,  what  is  fo  glaringly  e- 
vident,  that  this  is  fo  far  from  fending  us 
to  learn  our  knowledge  of  God  from  the 
fcriptures  of  truth,    that  thefe  can  be  of 
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no  ufe,    until  we  are.  taught  it  by  fome 
philofopher  or  other,    on  principles   too 
not  only  diflFerent  from,    but  in  many  in- 
ftances  oppofite  to,  thofe  we  are  taught  in 
the  Bible,  and  which  muft  be  unlearned 
and  renounced  before  one  can  become  a 
Chriftian  ?    For  however  the  worldly  fanc- 
tuary  might  be  built  and  beautified  with 
the  fpoils  of  the  Egyptians,   the  heavenly 
one   admits   of  no   fuch  materials.     We 
may  not  believe  the  Bible  until  we  know 
that  it  is  the  word  of  God ;  and  it  is  cer-* 
tain  no  man  ever  will :   but  then,  before 
we  can  be  determined  in  this  great  point, 
we  muft  not  only  know  that  there  is  fome 
being  we  call  God^  but  we  muft  know  the 
true  God.     Nor  will  even  this  be  of  any 
ufe  to  us,    until  we  know  certainly  that 
this  is  his  teftimony ;   and  there  our  faith 
is  ftippofed  to  reft.     But  however  we  may 
be  fuppofed  to  reft  our  belief  of  the  par- 
ticular facfls  recorded  there  on  the  teftimo- 
ny of  God ;  yet  it  is  plain,  that  this  belief 
is   ultimately,    and  not    very    remotely, 
bounded  on  what  we  learned  before  we 
could  believe  a  word  that  is  fpokcn  there. 
Gqd,  by  the  prophet  Jeremy,  gives  a  very 
different  fplution  oi  this  interefting  que-? 

ftion, 
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ftion.  "  He  that  hath  a  dream,  let  him 
**  tell  a  dream ;  and  he  that  hath  my  word^ 
**  let  him  fpeak  my  word  boldly :  what 
**  is  the  chaflF  to  the  wheat  ?  Is  not  my 
*^  word  like  a  fire?  like  a  hammer  which 
•'  breaketh  the  rocks  afunder  ? "  Jer.  xxiii. 
2^^  29.  The  Apoftle  Paul,  who  fpake  by 
the  fame  Spirit,  fpeaks  alfo  the  fame  lan- 
guage, and  refolves  the  Chriftian  faith,  not 
into  the  ivifdom  of  nvords^  or  human  rea- 
foning,  which  he  carefully  avoided ;  but 
into  the  detmnfiraticn  of  the  Spirit ,  and  of 
ptywer.  But  this  is  a  kind  of  evidence 
that  no  man  can  perceive  but  he  that  feels 
it.  Nor  ij5  that  a  Angular  cafe  :  for  the 
light  of  the  fun,  and  the  noife  and  variety 
of  founds,  to  both  which  we  find  it  com- 
pared, are  precifely  of  the  fame  kind; 
and  as  the  great  creator  manifefts  his  glo- 
ry to  whom  and  in  what  meafure  he  plea^* 
fes,  he  can  with  the  greateft  eafe  make 
them  perceive  and  feel  what  the  blind  and 
deaf  can  have  no  notioli  of. 

Certain  it  is,  however,  that  in  the  whole 
Bible,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
it,  the  queftion  is  never  fo  much  as  infi- 
nuated.  Whether  there  is  a  God  or  not  ?  nor 
any  fuch  thing  offered  as  philofophers  call  a 

proof 
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ptoof  or  a  demonftration  of  it.     But  there 
is  a  much  eafier  and  incomparably  more, 
effed^ual  methbd  taken  for  eftablifliing  this  - 
momentous   and  fundamental  truth.     By> 
mariifefting   himfelfj    as  he  does,   in  his: 
works  and  ways,  and  thus  fhowing  what' 
he  is^  he  effedlually  afcertains  the  truth  of . 
his  being,  not  only  to  the  underftanding,  " 
as  philofophefs  attempt  to  do,  but  to  the  ^ 
confcience,    the  inward  fenfe  and  feeling 
of  men.     The  very  firft  fentence  of  that 
divine  record  reveals  a  fadl  which  all  the 
wifdom  of  man  could  never  have  difco- 
vered,  and  whith  no  philofopher  will  c- 
ver  be  able  to  detoonft^iatei    even  when  it 
is  known:  "In  the  beginning  God  created 
'"  the  heavens  and  the  earth  2"  Afadl,  with-* 
out  which,-  all  reafoning  from  the  works  , 
of  God  muft  go  for  nothing,  as  they  niuft 
do,    until  it  is  afcertained   that  they  are 
really  his.     But  when  it  is,  we  are  provi- 
ded with  the  moft  fenfible  documents  of 
his  eternal  power  and  godhead,    luch  as 
muft  fill   every  heart  with  reverence  and 
adol-ation  who  really  believes  it. 

The  divine  author  knew  perfecflly  how 
hard  it  is  for  creatures  fuch  as  we  are,  to 
believe  a  fa€l^  every  way  fo  Angular,    and 
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lb  infinitely  above  all  the  powers  that  we 
can  have  any  notion  of.  For  preventing 
what  was  thought  a  very  plaufible  notion, 
that  creating  was  no  more  but  reducing 
the  confufed  heap  of  matter  into  that 
beautiful  order  in  which  we  now  find  it, 
he  tells  us,  that  after  his  creating  the 
heavens  and  the  earthy  the  matter  remain- 
ed flill  in  the  greatefl  confufion,  until  it 
was,  by  degrees^  which  none  but  the  crea- 
tor himfelf  could  defcribe,  reduced  to  re- 
gularity and  ordefi  And^  iwhich  made  the 
wonderful  work  yet  more  wonderftil,  all 
was  performed  without  dther  infbnuhents  , 
or  means,  but  purely  by  an  authoritative 
word,  or  a  mere  adl  of  his  will*    :        >  • 

This  muft  (land  an  invincible  argu- 
ment, /That  the  creation  of  all  things  de-^ 
pcnds  purely  on  the  credit  of  divinei  tefti-c 
mony^  unlefs  a  fatisfying  account  <an  be^ 
given  how  fuch  a  hiftory  of  it  could.ho-. 
made  by  man.     Aild  the  more  attempts  "- 
are  made  this  way,  the  more  I  am  fatisfied 
will  the  evidence  of  it  appear*    By  tlje  cir- 
cumftanccs  we  have  recorded  of  the  crear 
tors  familiar  intercourfe  .with  the   flrft 
.man,  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  hfc  was  ve-^ , 
ry  thoroughly  inilru(Sled  in  /sjl  he  wa?  cA- 
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pablc  o^  knowing  about  it.  But,  in  the 
courfe  of  time,  it  came  to  be  fo  much  ei- 
ther forgotten  or  rieglefted,  and  the  bUnd- 
neft  and  folly  of  m^h'^ecome  fb  rampant^ 
that  not  only  the  works  of  God,  th« 
powers  of  die  heavens,  but  thdr  own  i- 
magiftations  and  fancies  were  fet  up  te  ri- 
val th6  creatosr  fea^hi^Dcky  and  worfhip: 
A  ^onftrcnss  wickedheife  in  than ;  higi^ 
fk>m  w^ch  n^nJskid  reaped  very  g^reat 
advantages^'  as  it  ga«%  occafion  to  thofe 
liuiiierD^'  ^sBertibns:'  of  <&vine  power,; 
Whereby  Ood  con£Mmded  the  idoiaters, 
and  ^Itiia^td  his  bd»ig  the  creator  of 
heaven  ahd  earthy  and  thereby  his  deity 
and  abfolute  power,  or^  ats  diie  Apoflje  ex^ 
pre^s  ity^^  his  eterfial  power  afid  godhead." 
k  wi^ld  be  ef  great  ufe  1:0  obfervc,  what 
w^ldtakeup  too  imi<^  room  here,  how 
the  Gonteft  was  earned  on  with  the  apo^ 
ftate  wcrrld  in  general,  and  particular^ 
fy  W^ith  the  Ifrlielityh  na(5on  down  to 
the  captivity,  wki.  the  ftrongeft  means  of 
convi^Sion  on  one  fide,  and  the  moll  afto- 
niffiing  perverfenefe  on  the  other. 

It  was  never  dilputied,   that  the  creator 

of  all  tl^gs,  if  there  was  any  inch,  was 

the  true  <?od  5  and  Kimfelf  puts  it  on  this 

'     •.  ^  iffue: 
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iflue:  "The  gods  who  have  not  created 
**  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  Ihall  perifh' 
"  £rom  the  earth."  There  is  another  pofi-- 
tibn  laid  down  as  inctifputable,  That  he  who 
has  in  his  own  hand  all  the  power  that  is 
in  the  univerfe,  muft  be  the  creator,  and. 
the  true  God :  and  that  all  power  in  hea- 
ven a^d  earth  are  thus  in  the  hand  of 
God»  he  has  inlbrudted  by  the  mod  pal- 
pable 9nd  moft  convincing  evidence,  do- 
ing what  none  but  ihe  pofTelTor  of  aU 
jpightjr  power  could  do^  and  fhewin^ 
iuch  perfe^  knowledge  of  all  things,  as 
none  but  he  who  made  all  things  could 
poffibly  attain. 

Thus  he  has  ihown,  in  a  manner  that 
might  be  perceived  even  by  the  moft  ftu- 
pid  obiervers,  that  all  the  power;^  of  what 
^  aalled  nature^  are  fo  abfolutely  in  his 
poileflion,  that  he  can  controul  them  at 
pleafure,  fufpend,  and  evoi  invert  them^ 
for  anfwering  any  purpofes  for  which  he- 
fees  fit  to  employ  them.  We  may  not 
ftand  particularly  to  obferve  how  effec- 
tually this  was  done  in  the  deftrudion 
and  reftoration  of  the  earth  at  the  general 
deluge  J  the  deftrucfUon  of  Sodom,  and 
the  other  cities  of  that  plain,  which  wa$ 
C  2  like 
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like  the  garden  of  God ;  the  aftonifhing 
plagues  of  Egypt ;  the  opening  a  paflage 
for  the  Ifratelifes  through  the  Red  fea; 
the  pillar  of  fij'e  and  cloud ;  givmg  them 
m^iJina  for:  food,  and  water  out  of  the 
rock;  with  all  the  wonders  at  Sinai;  flop- 
ping the  courfe  of  the  fun ;  or,  what  ar- 
gues an  equal,  if  pot  a  fUperior  exertion 
of  power,  the  courfe  of  the  lifght,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  Jofhua,  Hezekiah,  and  others ; 
Elijah's  conteft  with  the  priefts  of  Baal; 
and  the  more  ordinary  jfire  from  heaven 
confuming  the  accepted  faqrifices.  To 
which  mull  be  added,  all  the  miracles  re- 
corded in  the  Old  and  New  Teftaments, 
which  Hand  as  fo  many  fenfible  documents 
of  creating  power. 

But  the  Ifraelitilh  nation  itfelf  was  the 
gre^teft  miracle  of  all.  From  their  firft 
iep^ration  from  the  nations  in  their  father 
AbJTftham,  down  to  the  captivity;  and, 
we  may  add,  dciwn  to  this  very  day; 
they  were,  and  are,  flariding  inonuments 
of  the  creator's  power ;  and  that  not  only 
over  inanimate  matter,  but  over  nations 
jtnd  kingdoms,  the  counfels,  purpofes, 
and  powprs  of  men,  erven  in  tiiofe  which 
#re  allowed  to  be  their  freeft  and  moft  deli- 
berate 
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hcTSLtc  a<5tions ;  turning  them  and  employ r 
ing  them  fo  as  to  anfwer  his  purpofes  and 
intentions;  raiiing  tip  and  cafting  down 
at  pleafiire  unto  all  die  ends  of  the  earth. 
The  profperity  and  advcrfity  of  that  na- 
doii  exadlly  conform  to  the  promifcs  and 
threatenings  of  their  law ;  the  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  and  de- 
ifcroying  th6m  at  pleafure ;  and  the  nunw 
berlefs  inftances  of  his  determining  the 
hearts  of  men  to  ferve  his  purpofes,  arc 
all  of  them  inftances  of  the  furprifing 
power  of  the  great  creator;  and  prove, 
that  "  the  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  ful- 
"  nefs  thereof  :'\for  he  giveth  it,  and  all  the 
Idngdpms  of  it,  to  whomfoever  he  will. 
And  that  none  may  imagine  that  thefe 
things  come  to  pafs  by  what  is  called  chance, 
or  the  common  courfe  of  things,  he  before*- 
hand  tells  what  he  is  to  do,  and  thus  fc- 
cures  the  honour  of  it  entirely  to  himfelf ; 
not  to  fay  that  in  moft  of  thefe  events  the 
hand  of  God  is  fo  vifible,  that  it  cannot 
be  miftaken. 

There  is  yet  another  point  which  wfe 
find  the  creator  himfelf  appealing  to  aisl 
decifive  in  this  cafe:  it  is  his  pferfedl 
Imowledge^  not  only  of  the  prefent  ftate 


i 


2Z  Revelation  founded      Ch.L 

of  things,    bvit  of  all  that .  is  paffed  and 
forgotten  among  mc%  and  of  all  that  e- 
ver  fliall  be  unto  the  end  of  time.     In- 
fiances  we  have  of  both  kiiids  in  the'fadls 
recorded  by  Mofes,    and  the  many  pro-^ 
phecies  which  have  been  fulfilled^    and 
Qiany  more  which  relate  to .  events  yet  ta 
fall  out  in  their  proper  time.     And  thus 
we  find  him  pleading  againft  the  idols 
of  the  nations,  and  their  thoughtlefs  vo- 
taries :    "  Bring  forth  your  ftrong  rea- 
"  fons,    faith   the   God  qf   Jacob,     Let 
^^  them  bring  forth,   and  fhew  us  what 
"  fhall  happen :  let  them  fhew  the  former 
V  things,  diat  wemay  cooiider  them. — 
*•  Shew  the  things    which  are  to  comQ 
**  hereafter,  that  we  may  know  that  ye 
"  are  gods,"    If.  5di.  21.  22.  25.      This, 
it  is  evident,    cannot  be  dgne  but  upon 
one  of  two*  fuppofitions;   cither  that  all 
things  are  under  his  diredlion  and  difpofal, 
or  that  he  hath  fuch  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  them,  that  he  can  certainly  fay  what 
efiedls  will  follow.     In  either  cafe,    fuch 
ppwer  and  knowledge  can  belong  to  none 
but  the  creator. 

At  the  fame  time  that  we  have  thL5 
great  foundation  of  all  religion  attefted 
by  fuch  plaiii  and  palpable  evidence,   we 

have 
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have  another  advantage :    by  having   a 
pe^er   (o  analogous  and  iimilar  to  diat 
by  which  the  worlds  were  created,  brought 
under  our  obiervation,  the  belief  of  crea- 
tion is  greatly  facilitated  ;  as  it  eflS^dfaially 
removes  that  prejudice   which    is    fome 
how  become  in  a  manner  natural,  againft 
betieving  any  e££tAs  of  power  to  which 
we  have  never  observed  any  thing  fimilar : 
and  further,  by  unquefHoned  inftances  of 
fimilar  powers,   and  very  nearly  of  the 
i^mA  kind,  the  mind  is  in  an  eafy,    and 
ahnoft  infeifible  manner,  led  up  to  the 
jufteft  notions  of  that  God  we  profefs  to 
worfhip,  as  a  being  cffentially  pofleffed  of 
perfedl  and  abfolute   power,    not  to  be 
controlled  by  any,  or  all  other  powers  put 
together.   And  thus,  in  that  ancient  Chri- 
llian  creed  bearing  the  name  of  the  Apo- 
(ttes,  the  article,  I  believe  in  God  the  Father 
almighty  J  (lands  without  any  orfier  addi- 
tion but  the  ground  on  which  it  is  belie- 
ved, the  maker  of  heaven  and  earth. 

Our  modem  wife  men,  alarmed,  as 
would  feem,  by  die  dreadful  confequen- 
cesof  abfolute  power  lodged  in  a  weak 
fallible  man,  have  raifed  a  horrible  cry  a- 
gainfE  a&ribing  it  to  God,   and  given  it 

names 
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names'  which"!  do -not  c^iufe  to  repeal:. 
But  had  diey  adverted  to  a  very  obviQitt 
truth,  Tliat  all  imperfection  vrhatfoever  li 
owing  entirely  to  the  want  of  power,  they 
would  eafily  have  feen,  that  ptrfeiSl  or  al>* 
folute  power  and  abfolute  pcrfe6lion  are 
but  different  words  for  :  the  very  fame 
thing.  The  diftindlion  between  what  they 
call  natural  and  moral  perfeftions^  what-' 
ever  foundation  it  may  have  in  created 
conftitutions,  can  by  no  means  apply  to^ 
him  in  whom  all  perfe<flions  are  eqi^ikally 
rifential,  however  the  weaknefs  of  our 
apprehenfions  may  lead  us  to  conceive  of 
them. 
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ignorance  of  AbJiraSl  Nature 4,  Ignorance  of 
Dwine  Nature^  Poiver^  or  Works.  Know-P- 
ledge cowueyed  by  Ltufges,  The  true  fate 
of  Creatwre^dependence. 

£JUT  after  all,  however  ftrong  the  e- 
y  vidences  of  this  great  truth  are,  and 
they  are  indeed  the  ftrongeft  which  crea* 
tares  oFoux  kind  are  capable  of  receiving, 

the 
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the  thing  itfelf  remains  an  impenetrable 
myftery,  how  a  world,  inch  as  this,  could 
be. brought  into  being,  when  there  were 
no  materials  either  td  work  upon,    or  to 
work  by :    and  yet  more,   that  it  fhould 
be  done- by  the  ,  bare  word,  or  rather  the 
bare  will^  of  the  creator.     This  is  a  fe^ 
cret  which  muft  for  ever  remain  with  him 
who  is  perfedl  in  underftanding,  and  who 
«lone'  cin  know  the  extetit  of  his  own 
power.  And  yet  the  eternity  of  the  world, 
or  even  of  the  matter  of  which  it  confifts, 
would  be  ftill  as  inconceivable,   and  con- 
iequently  as  great,    or  rather  a  greater 
myftery,  and  therefore  as  hard  to  be  be- 
lieved :  only  with  this  diflference,  that  the 
exiflence  of  the  material  world  is  more 
obvious  than  that  of  the  invifible  creator. 
This  naturally  leads  us  into  depths,  if 
poffible,  ftill  greater,  the  impenetrable  fe- 
crets  of  the  divine  being :    He  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  that  gave  a 
beginning  to  them,  and  to  what  we  call 
time,    by  which  their  duration  or  conti- 
nuance in  l^ing  is  computed.     But  the 
creator  himfelf  then  was  :  nay,  infinitejjr 
,  beyond  the  utmoft  diftance  that  can  be  i- 
.VoL.II.^      ._      D  ,  magined, 
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magined^  he  did  exift.  Accordingly  it  is 
faid  of  him,  I£  Ivii.  15.  that  "  he  inha- 
"  biteth  eternity  J "  and  by  the  Apoftle, 
I  Tim.  vi.  16.  "He  only  hath  immorta- 
"  lity;"  which  laft  expreffion  excludes^ 
not  only  end  of  being,  but  all  not-being. 
But  who  can  reach  the  fiiU  import  of  thefe 
words  ?  The  diftinguifhing  name  by  which 
he  chofe  to  be  known  in  the  firft  ages,  Je- 
hovah, is  with  good  reafon  thought  to  ex- 
prefs  his  very  effence;  and  his  anfwer  to 
Mofes,  when  he  wanted  to  know  his  name, 
is  a  fott  of  paraphraie  of  it ;  which  the  Apo- 
ftle  John  renders.  He  that  is,  and  nvas,  and 
is  to  come.  And  thus  it  comes  out,  as  if  he 
had  faid,^  I  am  he  that  is ,  or,  he  nvho  is  bet- 
ing :  and  that  is  fomething  more  than  to 
fay,  he  is  the  fble  proprietor  and  pofleflbr 
of  being;  it  imports,  that  being  is  his 
very  effence.  Much  to  the  fame  purpofe 
is  the  title  we  find  him  fo  often  afluming 
of.  The  Living  God-,  not  only  to  diftinguifh 
himfelf  from  dead  idols,  but  efpecially  to 
fet  himfelf  forth  to  our  faith,  as  the  abfb- 
luteproprietor,and  therefore  the  only  fpriiig 
and  fountain  of  life,  as  well  as  of  being. 
And  thus  we  find  our  Lord  giving  it  as 

the 
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the  dirtinguilhimg  chara^er  of  the  true 
God,  "  That  he  hath  life  in  hiinfelf.'' 

Thus  we  are  provided  in  a  iet  of  words, 
very  important  indeed^  and  full  of  in- 
(Irudion,  were  they  well  underftood,  and 
which  we  ufe  as  freely  as  if  we  really  did 
imderftand  them.  Life  and  being  are  fuch 
familiar  terms,  that,  I  beiierc,  there  are  not 
a  few  men  in  the  world  who  would  think 
themfelves  greatly  afironted,  if  there  was 
fo  much  as ;»  fufpicion  infinuated,  that  they 
did  not  comprehend  what  they  were  fpeak- 
ing  of.  By  this  pittance  of  being  and  life 
which  we  find  purfelves  one  way  or  other 
in  pofleflion  of,  we  come  to  know  fome- 
thing  what  it  is  to  be,  and  to  live.  But 
thefe  are  only  the  eflfedfcs  and  confcquences 
of  life  and  being ;  and  what  they  are  in 
themfelves,  and  how  even  our  own  life  and 
being  are  maintained  and  fupported,  we 
know  no  more  tlian  the  child  which  never 
had  a  thought:  A  ftrong  prcfumption,  or 
rather  a  certain  document,  that  all  muft  be 
refolved  into  the  inexplicable  and  incom- 
prehenfible  exertion  of  creating  power. 
And  if  all  continues  a  myftery  there,  fo 
near  home,  how  much  more  myfterious 
muft  the  eflence  and  manner  of  fubfifting 
P  2  be 
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b^  in  Him  who  dwells  in  light  inacceflib^ 
which  no  man  can  approach  unto. 

The  naitowncfs  and  fliort  extent  of  the 
htinian  capacity  might  eafily  be,  and  oft- 
en has  been,  carried  much  farther,  and 
inexplicable  myfteries  found,  throughout 
the  whole  frame  of  even  the  material 
world;  and,  what  is  neareft us,  our  own 
frame  and  conftitution ;  infomuch  that 
philofophers  to  this  day  have  ^  never  been 
able  to  f^y  what  matter  is,  or  what  our 
fouls  are,  or  how  they  come  to  be  united 
to  thefe  grofs  bodies.  It  muft  appear  very 
odd,  that  men  fhould  with  fuch  confix 
dence  d«iy  the  belief  of  myjieries^  or  fiich 
things  as  they  can  make  no  account  of, 
when  they  themfelves  are  without  any 
fcruple  affenting  to  myfteries  every  day 
they  live.  But  moft  ftrange  it  is,  that  a- 
Hy  who  believe  that  the  worlds  were  crea- 
ted by  the  word  pf  God,  and  the  eternity 
and  immenjQty  of  his  being,  fhould  yet 
boggle  at  the  information  given  us  con^ 
ceming  the  manner  in  which  that  incom-* 
prehenfible  being  fubfifts,  which  has  no- 
tiling  more  of  myftery,  or  lefs  intelligi- 
jble;  I  mean,  a  trinity  of  diftind;  agents 

in 
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ifii  tfib  umty  of  the  divine  efTence,  fubfifln 
ing  and  adling  in  and  by  one  another. 
•Mfltcanbe  no  juftprejudice  againfl:  the 
firmeft  belief  of  this,  that  we  have  nothing 
limilar  within  the  compafs  of  our  obfer- 
vation  that  we  can  image  it  by  :  for  it  is 
no  more  fingular  than  thefe  other  faifls 
vrhich  we  have  no  doubt  about,  viz.  the 
immenfity  of  the  divine  being,  and  crea- 
ting power ;  and  is  inftrufted  precifely  in 
the  fame  manner  by  fadb  which  fall  ea- 
fily  under  our  obfervation,  and  the  record 
yfc  have  concerning  them ;  where  we  find 
Three,  very  exprefsly  diftinguifhed  from 
one  another,  dignified  with  all  the  divine 
names,  titles,  attributes,  and  honours, 
and  all  the  works,  not  excepting  creation 
itfelf,  by  which  the  only  true  God  has 
chofen  to  diflinguifh  himfelf,  and  make 
himfelf  known  to  men.  Or  ihall  we  be- 
lieve, that  a  perfedlly  wife  and  good  be- 
ing would  lay  fuch  a  fnare  for  mifleading 
his  creatures,  and  drawing  them  into  a 
crime  he  has  exprefTed  fuch  an  abhorrence 
of,  the  fetting  up  other  gods  before  him  ? 
But  the  main  prejudice  which  has  had 
%he  greateft  (hare  in  biafling  numbers  a«- 

gainft 
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gainft  the  belief  of  this  myftery,  will,  I 
apprehend,  be  found  to  arife  from  the  im- 
perfedlion  of  our  language,  and  the  terms 
in  which  it  is  cxprefTed  diere.  The  word 
God^  in  our  language,  has  no  determinate 
fignification ;  but,  like  the  proper  names  of 
men,  is  made  ufe  of  to  denote  that  being 
whom  we  profefs  to  worflxip.  Per/on  again, 
in  vulgar,  and  even  philofophical  language^ 
denotes  one  individual  agent.  This  makes 
it  very  hard  to  avoid  apprehending  three 
perfons  as  three  gods.  The  Hebrews  had 
greatly  the  advantage  of  us  in  this  refped:. 
They  had  a  name,  Jehovah,  which  deno- 
minated the  divine  eflence,  and  is  always 
lingular,  and  this  Jehovah  is  always  de- 
clared to  be  one.  But  they  had  another 
narhe,  which  denoted  the  relation  which  he 
condefcended  to  ftand  in  to  his  creatures  of 
mankind,  and  exprefleth  the  obligation  he 
had  taken  upon  himfelf  to  make  good  the 
promifes  which  he  had  mad^  them,  and 
which  we  know  were  to  be  fulfilled  by  the 
Word  and  Spirit,  as  well  as  by  the  Father : 
and  this  has  cpnftantly  a  plural  termination, 
Elahim;  not  for  want  of  a  Angular  term, 
which  .the  author  of  it  could  never  have 
been  at  a  lofs  for,  and  which  it  is  not  con- 
ceivable 
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ceivable  he  would  have  chpfen  in  his  ad-- 
drclTes  to  a  people  fo  prone  to  fall  into  i- 
dolatry  and  polytheifm  as  the  old  Ifraelites 
were,  had  it  not  been  to  exprefs  an  im- 
portant truth,  that  though  Jehovah  the 
eflence  is  one,  yet  the  Elahim  are  more 
than  one. 

But  neither  will  it  be  found  ftridWy  true, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  nature  any  way  re- 
fembling  this  myftery ;  though  it  fhouldbe 
enough  to  make  it  credible,  that  there  is 
nothing  found  there  that  can  warrant  us 
to  conclude  it  impofliblc.  This  material 
fyftcm,  and  the  material  powers  and  \m- 
der-agents  by  which  the  order  the  wife 
creator  has  appointed  is  fupported  and 
maintained,  we  have  great  realbn  to  be- 
lieve, was  deiigned  for  a  rcprcfentation  of 
the  fpiritual  unfcen  world,  and  of  that 
(to  us  inconceivable)  order  by  which  all 
things  are  carried  on  there;  upon  this 
general  principle,  that  what  the  fun  is 
to  the  material,  the  fame  God  is  to  the 
fpiritual  world.  And  upon  this  the  whole 
of  the  defcriptive  language  we  have  of 
fpiritual  and  unfecn  things,  is  in  great 
meafure  formed ;  and  by  a  very  natural 
analogy,  ail  our  conceptions  of  thcfe 
things  are  likewife  formed.    What  Mofcs 
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^^Icf  a^l!hM-flu$fend9us^mict^        by^lbrlrick 

''ill  iBInjgp^  throtig^beut  the  fyftem 

%aged  arid  carried  oft  in  their  prbpgr  idw- 

•dcr.    Wefecit/  and  vel^fe^       fSsd^t 

-is^  for  iii*  this  earth'  of  <i\lM.   ^We  x^nnfit 

^SWbfiff  a'ftidfmctit'^wkhdut  air  to  tbpeiwchc 

'JiS:^*  arid  were  *  the  coinj^reilion .  it  t»ab» 

tikeA  bflF,  ^W^  kn6w,  by  eafyrCKpOTmenai^ 

*Mfcfwt^e  carfh  itfelf  tiiuft'be  diffipatedy^  and 

^eVei^  ^thfaig  diffolvdd  iiite  that  ftatt  of  coii*- 

fufion  in  which  the  whole  matter  of  th,^  tnaa^ 

^enewtt^  originally  created^  when  the  iwTrth 

-^♦as!^  without  fbn»,  and  vdid^T  and  d^v^ 

-Afefs  %as  lipon  theface  of  th^deep.^  Vh^ 

*i&cvfen'  poffible  that  air  could  ^Gwfefifl:  i^ftjv- 

trfit  ^light^  we  <:ertainly  Jom) w  it  ^  c?oii^«  *|1.t 

J8<^i»^^ftofi^of  thoft  purpofes^i  nor  prpdujCip 

'^'bfe-  vi€il5hudes ^and  changes^  whK^i. W^ 

:ffitf'f(^vhe<Sgffar7foi^  adorning  the  eartlijtj^ 

4l^#^«syi^afbiiiJ  and  for  caafcing  iliuftjiS^ 

4!li§l&^iilHabiJDabt8.'  Weknc^wras^w^it^A^: 

4h6f^*^i^annihexaia-  Ug^  *but  whtift  liOjii^ 

^otti]?  aii^abi^pnt  iforthrby.^  the  ^rce,j§f^ 

^kft'//al}^b7dnit 'diat  cxsBag^  b«:  f)ippoct^ 

rt^ttbh^uwiflux  of  airi{:ontinvLally^  i|rea|:i^g 

J  into 
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which  is  £q  loft  there,  dbat  no 
jM»nHMheaft>e  m%de  of  ic,  but  that  itis 
W€&aodiktTCj  and -thrown- out  again  in  the 
"ionEk  of  light ;  which  again,  by  degrees, 
coakfces  into  fnch  grumes  asconftitute  air«^ 
Tlius  diis  wQoderi^l  machine  fupports  it^ 
fclf  aad  every  thing  elfc.  The  fun,  or 
fire  at  its  orb,  is  the  great  regulator,  but 
operates  only  by  the  light  it  fends  forth, 
and  is  iUpported  and  maintained  by  the 
ftir  which  is  formed  out  of  it.  The  mat^ 
feer  is  the  iame ;  but  their  form  and  4i('r 
find  o£Ek:e8  fenfibly  diflinguifh  theip ;  and 
thus  iubfift  and  a£):  in  perfecfl  union,  in 
jttid  by  one  another. 

When  we  compare  this,  and  the  efieifls 
jxroduced  by  this  wonderful  combination, 
with  the  accounts  we  h^ve  made,  in  lan- 
guage formed  upon  it,  of  the  natiyre  and 
operations  of  the  great  creator,  it  will  not 
be  eafy  for  any  one  to  avoid  concluding, 
that  in  thefe  material  under- agents  hq  dc>- 
%ned  to  give  us  a  fenfible  image  of  him^ 
ielf,  and  the  way  in  which  h?.  exerts  his 
almighty  power.  Our  God  dwells  in  Hght 
inacceilible,  which  no  man  can  approach 
unto :  and  we.  are  told  exprefsly,  that  he 
H  a  coniuming  fire.    His  eternal  Word 

Vol-. II.  £  manifefted 


K 


^4  "'    IcfNORAi^GB  of    "^^    Ch.IL 

m»ntfeftdd  in  the  perfon  of  Jefixs  Chrift  if> 
-ahnoft  every  wlicre  ftylcd,  The^  Light  of 
the  *voorldy  and  by  him  it  is  that  every 
thing  is  done  which  the  Father  does.  ^The 
original  languages  have  but  one  name  for 
th^  ihateHa^aii-,  arid  thitetcmar  Spirit  by 
whom, the  Father  and  the  Word  pj3PfofTni 
and  finifh  ,ail  their  o;^ei^tions  or^  the  crea-^ 
ture.  '--       '  -*     - . 

There  can  hardly  be  a  greater  and  paorc 
dangerous  impofition  upon  ourftlves  and 
•  others,  than  the  attempting  to:  reduce 
thefe  analogical  defcrtptlons  of  fpiritual 
and  uufefen  Hhiings,  by  which  only  we  owi 
come  at  any  conceptions  of  -tlwm  at  all, 
to  fo  many  liietaphors,  fuch  as  the  ma- 
ilers of  human  eloquence  ufc  for  embel- 
liihing  their  difcourfes.  So  f»r  from  ♦  it, 
that  they  are  not  Qnly  diflFerpnt  ift  kind, 
but  vdry  nearly  bppqfite  to,  and  iuicanfift- 
ent  with,  ctoe  another.  If  both  the  terms 
of  a  metaphor  arft  not  perfedlly  kqo^^p^ 
the  brillianGy  and  force  of  it  is  entirely 
loft.  Here  it  is  juft  the  reverfe.  What 
^  meant  tq  be  difcovcred  in  this  way,  is 
altogether  unknown  j  neither  can  it  be 
|3iown  any  other  way  than  by  thff  image 
^which  repreicilts  it,    aii4^  by .  which  we 

may 
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ma:]^  bb  ^holpcid  to  fonn  fucli  cgjQpep|ionjs 
as  ^tbe  imperfedtioit  o£  our  couilitutic^ 
casr  admit  of;  and  we  have  proper  direc*^ 
tibfiis  given  us  how  to  avoid  the.  abufe  of 
fbcb  images^  and  forming  unworthy  no?» 
tion»  of  whs^  they  were  employed  to  tet 
prefent. 

It  is  nojt  at  all  needful,  that  the  plain 
Chnitian  fliould  be  .perplexed  with  the 
xnany*  curious   fpeculations  and  difputes 
)which  men  of  learning  and  leifure  have 
raided  on  this  head  of  creation,   and  the 
i(»nlequence$   of  it  ;    but    there    is  one 
which  mud  by  no  means  be  neglecfted, 
rtLz*  dieiBatureand  confequences  of  crea- 
tttre-dcpendencej  as  there  is  no  one  thing 
<if  more  general  uie  on  every   occafion 
dirfltdghout  all  the  ftages  of  the  ChnfUan 
life/    And^^e  not  our  minds  fome  how 
6t  othet  biaffed  and  prepofTeiTed,  ^  we.  muft 
hive  been  naturally  led  to  think,  j-that  no- 
thin;^  ta3(i  preferve  a  •  creature  ^ia  life  and  • 
iieift^  bttt  thfc  fame  power,  that  firft  be-* 
ftbwed  them.     Indeed,  being  and  life^a^re 
nontf'of  thofe  things  that  can.  be  given  a- 
^B,fy  but  muft  remain  in  the  hs^nd,  of  j^e^ 
only  proprietor :    and  yet  fuch  is  the  luft 
aftet  iridep^ency,  that  miin,y  ,hav^  per- 
:hft  —  '  E  2  fuaded 
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cqUjl  to  that  ofx  creatnoh;!  na^,  abdtfaai 
the^/^cannd^:  W.^jtaf^  of  jbtrSe^ 

VAlsfyj^ht^^^  iomcicrimiEDfqr 

tM&dP.;  iAnd^itdsod  thn^&ippmsp  hattxuii 
that  aM  t  the  philosophers  hopesi  a£ei  foosfd^ 
ed«^^.But  they  :mighc;  hare  Mfaeca^hottei^ 
tafilghc^  Ibiad'die^  condefceodedrm^Dbie 
ndaat^/canbQt  efcap6  jdienotioe  bfitlifiiiiuift 
ignorant;^  and  which  idieiw£fe:^iQisa£onb» 
fee  aa  a  chtck  to  our  pride  andjifid^-cow^ 
ceit,  vi25ij:tbat:  3Rrifc^  order  he  JMs-^fitedi 
tjxat  noMcreature  can  fuhfiftc  in  life  Ixut .4d^ 
tkfffy  means  whi^h  he  has  londaiofid^  and 
>H€h:  he  bldlbs  foe  that  pnrpofe.  /  Wfe 
muft  be:  very  inadvei^^nt,  if  we  4a  nq^i: 
p^tieiye,  ^at  thofe  upon  which  we^i© 
fe^ifibly  feel  our  dependence,  anfj  efpeci%lr 
j^j  .t^^  jaa^pchaniib^.Qf  the  Jheaven^^ ,  are  gi^y 
tJ3g.  .^lader^agents,  or  the  iiiftruineni^b^ 
Ijrhich  the, creator  exerts  that  Xufipcfft^ijlg 
ft^Jf.cTy  without  which  we  caunft^4tfift%i^ 
4^^y^*  for  ^  mo^lent.  ,  .,.,  un^iol 
yWW/^^^  >ppeai?  ye^  niJ9rft;;«yidjAr, 
^^ejii.t-jis  ^c;Q;#d^refi,,:t;I^ti:^^v^     ^©f 

word 


^^/-^ 


■wtfcA'gMce  l»sti}eonffoQU'>&dvp:irpkiitt|t 

But  «^  hMrfq'j{|teatIy  better Jaiitfaforitfrj&w 

«ktaMi&og>i&i9'C^erjr  fajTOulv'oF  »rtft>i«crrdf 
lb]idike6i>.Aabthe  cvc^tor.frfely:  confbs  da 
ai>)riti!caturD  capable t>£  obfdrvtag  savA^he^ 
itigia&£ted  tvith.it ;  an4'fbr  fucli;  »resat 
mdheaavtgh.uiSkrn&ad  a>.  fay^  tlxe  :war)4 
4m8)fliii»flei"  In  its  natural  impbrt,' if  e(E>i> 
pnStBuyk  cMily  the  fpring  and  fountain  of 
^tidivalie  ^beneficence,  (for' nothing  eak 
bei>  caUed) '  grace  which  i»  ■  not  ibvereigniy 
iMe)>.vbuc  likewife  the  fruir  andiefftaiof 
iC9  tHatii,  the  putting  forth  fuch  d  ^^fii 
ikr^'^f 'ptmet  as  makes  good  the  ifitehti^oh 
tfe^idiWiartttion  of  grace :  "  I  fay;  'thel^la^ 
«lfCioft!4lnd-  intention ;  becaiaib  i  gilt  fi^ell 
l^vWSV'Wlthotlt  any  previous -dtttetibif| 
^^iemtrvly  a  grace  or  favbxilP/  a^ if 'tt 
'Ktf^tiledi  given  in  confequence  6f  tUj^o^ 
folemn  promife.  And  diiis  it^  c6im^ii 
M4t'iAi3Lt  is  coMmonly  eallesi*  "theplej^ttg 
^  0f6lk»  aiWthif 'commbh  t^6rd,  'lifelS^iii- 
adifetUddv  "I  AtA'  afraidi  oi'  litdte  Mti&e^. 
^tes  imnflhtgr^bite^tootheris  a 'l^'6f  i- 
I' '*'",'  mage 
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ihagf  or  It.  '  In'  its  ibweft  fenfcj   k  is  i 
fignificjadon  ofgrdit  gd6d-%iff 'and  hearty 
Idndnefs  ind  kfFedtian.     Bite'lf  kh  not 
fcconded  with  kind,  bfBfces  to'^he  utxftoft 
6f  one's  power,  all  the  gcirbd  'Words  will 
hardlj  be  allowed  to  be  ihdiditibns' of  a 
Iddd  intention.     And  where  then  c4h  the 
excellency  of  the  divine  bleffing  lie,    btit 
in  that  divine  power  which  actually  con- 
veys the    bleflirig  ?    and    therefore  they 
whom  he  condefcends  to  blefs^>  are  bleffed 
indeed*     I  believe  thete  is  not  otie  man  in 
his  wits  who  will  not  readily  acknowledge, 
that  the  coiifervation  of  the  univerfe,  And 
of  every  creatine  therein,    is  owing  en- 
tirely to  the  bleffing  of  Ood :  and  yet  this 
l^knowledgeuetit,  if  it  hath  any  meaning 
9J^  all,  plainly  aniotuits  to  this,  that  every 
creature  fubfifts  by  the  fame  grace  of  the 
creator,  and  coilfequently  by  the  fame  al* 
mighty  power,  which  gave  it  being  atfirft. 
Hence  then  it  muft  follow,    that  if  any 
creature  attempts  to  live  in  any  other  i^^a^, 
he  reridunces  his  dependence,  arid  the  bn- 
Jhr  way  in  whicli  he  can  live. 

And  hence  it  muft  follow  of  courfe, 
!that  as  it  ^as  abfohitely  free  to  tlie  crea- 
,tor,"  whrther'hict  fliiiUld  make  any  crea- 
tures 
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lp2f«S  At  a||^  «nd.  83.  he  was  ^\>&  liite  jui^ 
fterand.prG^/ricbnr  {9 

I]terliad  a  pcrfcfft  right  to^  deal  out  his  fa- 
YOuxB,  in  lyhat  xn^Afure  and  degree  he 
pleafed^^that.is^  to  make  what^  and  how 
many,,  laqids  A^d. orders  of  creatures  he 
pkafi^;  tpf^flignxach  pf  them  their  pro- 
per ft^ons^  and  the  purpofe^  they  were 
to.anfwpr,there;.  the  terjji  of  their  dura- 
tiosn,  and .  continuance  in  }ife  and  being^ 
and  the  apprppriated  .means  (where  he 
h»s  bwu  plea&d  tp  appoiq^  ^any  means) 
for  .f^j4?(fprting  tfeem  dwijiflg  that  period* 
l^d^  where  he  h^s  l;>een  pleafed  tp  ap- 
pgwt  Any  piean^ ;  becanfe,  had  he  ib 
pkaiQbd,  he  could  easily  .)^ye  fupported 
|hem  by  hisf  almighty  in^ediate.  powcr^ 
i^thout  any  created  means^  as  he  doth 
^pfe  happy  fpiyits  who  hav*  accefs  to  be* 
iK^ld  his  glory.  But  wl>ere  he  has  ap- 
yc^ted  means,  if  theie  are  negledled,  or  if 
the  creanire  takes  it  into  his  head  to  live 
i^  other  way,  a^  by  mews  which  the 
pneator  ivas.not  blefled  for  that  purpofe, 
it  is  evident,  thAt  in  either  cafe  fuch  crea- 
^j^^miUt;  .penih.*-  Thus  every  creature 
£amesi,^/pi  it§  moft  perfect  exiftence  fp 
Wgvhpf  Jhi^,c^  that  it 

„-,,  •  ^  muft 


muft  vgoe  dtber  the  grtatsA:  ifaq^ditj  or 
pcnrerfoiefs  ever  to  lofe  fight  of  it. 

As  then  it  appears,  that  no  creature  is^ 
or  can  poflibly  be,  the  proprietor  of  its 
own  being  ;  far  lefs  can  it  have  any  pro* 
perty  in  any  thing  elfe.  That  muft  reft 
in  him  of  whom  it  mufl  be  acknowled- 
ged^ that  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth 
are  his.  His,  I  fay,  by  the  beft  and  moft 
perfed  right ;  for  he  created  them  all,  and 
for  his  pleafiire  they  are,  and  were  crca* 
ted.  He  has  allowed  his  creatures  the  ufe 
of  fiich  things  as  are  fit  for  them,  and 
that  is  all  they  need,  or  indeed  are  capa- 
ble of  enjoying.  -  Whatever  he  puts  into 
any  one's  hands,  is  either  by  way  of  loan^ 
which  he  may  refume  when  he  pleafes,  or 
is  a  truft  committed  to  them,  for  whicl^ 
they  muft  give  account.  This  indoecl 
founds  and  iecures  what  is  called  propert% 
among  men,  but  cannot  aflfed:  the  righ^ 
of  the  great  proprietor.  .i 

Hence  will  appear,  with  great  evidence; 
the  fillinefs  of  thofc  exceptions  which  have 
been  raifed  againft  thofe  exertions  of  this 
$vine  right  we*  have  recorded  in  the  fav 
crcd  hiftory,  which  they  in  their  great 
^ifHom  cannot  reconcile,  to  the  rules  of 

property 
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as  if  it%^  «8f4iWAit'fBi^*Kd'^^ 
ffi?MP^aPcRr^«»  h<i-^ffli VkS  Jiis  own. 
?tti^tfi»-^*OT"^pp^        a -yct-ftrongct 
l^;^^lBaFftfe  c6nfiderea,-  that  no  crtai- 
^^^TRrlfitth,  or^^vercan  acquire,  any 
f^f^^Fall,    or  any  demands- upon  his 
w&fetef;'  tinlefS  byYome'  promife  or  gram 
OT^i^ce  he'tondefcends  to  make  Himfeff 
febtoi^'to-'tkem,  -  and  thus  lays  a  prop^ft 
fMn^^im  IFor  their  faith  and  hope.     Afi 
littt^^he^ilfoft  enlightened  mere  philofo^ 
pktr  hSB&4o  build  on,  is  what  is  cdled  tbe 
cMffif  (jf'ndture^  i.  e.  the  order  the-  creator 
MM^eftd>HfhiKd  in  his  world;    and-a  presii 
fiM!ipdoi!;£«s  falieas  it  is  groundlcisy)  tiiat 
lidqgs^ifQill  condxrae  to  go  on  as4:hey'haT9 
dbo^^for  the  kmg  couirfe  of  time^  thatr  ib 
JMlt  ;^Bufi5^en  allowing  the  truthvofvthb 
jpteiiunption,    there  isaothingta  boi^exti 
iddsdrbeyGind  a  prefent  life.    .Deat^-jmtt 
an  end  to  life  ;  and  thafi^  for:;anyi6hipg  hfi^ 
Csaddaiow,»JBiake»^an  ei»ip£  «h«jnAqt,^i 
js^lihtl^pbts  /  mriA  >mind.  of  i  ^nDther.^nfh 
atfl&r^confeqnencQ^itf  c;eationv,.-s^Kl,itbe 
diftia£tioa  ^the^joroator  has^.an2uds«  ajuw^ 
:  tk/^-ifsvfit^^s^s^  rS^d.ov^ess  of ^ibii^f  crea-* 
tixrc^iviz^fjrhsit  hftite  with;<vi«ii|fie^^ 
^¥9i^il-  F  wifdom 
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wifdom  adjuftfed  the  conftitution  of  every 
one  of  them  to  the  ftation  and  way  of  li- 
ving which  he  has   allotted  them,    that 
while  they  are  perfedtly  pleafed  with  their 
prcfent  gratifications,   they  have  no  tafte 
or  relifh  for,  nay  they  would  be  miferablc 
if  they  were  confined  to  the  way  in  which 
greatly  more  perfedl  creatures  live.     We 
need  but  look  around  us  to  find  inftances 
on  every  fide.  Whatever  improvements  and 
advances  toward  perfedlion,  in  their  own 
fphere,    any  of  them  are  capable  of  ntia- 
king,  (and  fome  are  capable  of  vaftly  great 
ones) ;  or,  on  the  contrary,  into  whatever 
bafenefs,   through  negligence,  floth,   and 
contracted  habits,  any  -of  them  may  fink 
below  their  own  fpecies  ;  yet  can  none  of 
them  ever  transform  thcmfelves  into  ano- 
ther fpecies,  or  get  over  the  bounds  which 
the  creator  has  fet  for  keeping  up  the  dif^ 
tindlion.     Thus  a  plant,  with  dl  the  im- 
provements that  can  be  made,  can  never 
become  an  animal,  nor  a  brute  animal  be 
improved  into  a  man ;  and,  1  believe,  no 
man  was  ever  fo  extravagant  as  to  ima- 
gine, that  he  could  transform  himfelf  into 
an  angel.  .  The  rant  of  fome  enthufiaftic 
philofophers,    that  there  needed  no  more 

to 
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to  make  them  angels,  but  direfting  them 
of  thefe  bodies  in  which  they  fuppofed 
themfelres  imprifoned,  was  either  mere 
raving,  or  owing  to  a  topic  which  no  phi* 
lofopher,  as  fuch,  has  any  right  to  meddle 
with,  Reaibn  and  revelation  are  very  dif- 
ferent* 

But  however  limited  every  creature 
mud  be  to  its  appointed  (lation,  and  way 
of  living,  it  would  be  immeniely  abfurd 
to  imagine,  that  the  creator  himfclf  is  fo 
limited,  that  he  may  not,  if  he  pleafes, 
take  any  fpecies  of  creatures,  even  the 
lowed:  and  mofl;  worthlefs,  or  any  indivi- 
duals* of  the  lame  fpecies,  and  raife  them 
to  what  degree  of  perfcdion  and  dignity 
he  pleafes,  and  that  without  die  leail  Iha* 
dow  of  injuftice  either  to  any  other  fpe* 
cies,  or  to  any  ii;idividuals  of  the  fame 
fpecies,  left  in  their  creation-date,  or  in 
that  wliich  they  have  chofen  for  them- 
felves.  To  clamour  or  complain  on  fuch 
an  occadon,  could  not  be  more  foolidi, 
than  it  would  have  been,  in  the  fird  crea-^ 
tion,  for  beads  to  complain  that  they  were 
not  made  men,  or  men  that  they  wer^ 
not  made  angels.    Shall  the  creature  fay 

F  2  to 
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to  the  creator.  Why;  haft  thou  made  me 
thus?  And  furely  as  little  reafon  could 
any  have  to  fayaa  fuch  a  cafe,  Why  doft 
thou,  not  promote  me  tp  fame  higher  fta-^ 
tion  ? .  unlefs  it  had,  what  no  creature  e^ 
ver  had,  or.  will  have,  fome  good  reafon 
to  affign  why  he  ftiould  do  fo. 

CHAP.      III. 
1   Man's  Original  State  and  Circumjlances^ 

HOwever  ufeful  and  inftrudlive  the 
contemplation  of  the  material  uni- 
verfe  may  be,  and  that  ftupendous  power 
which  brought  all  things  there  into  being, 
and  eftablilhed  them  in  that  beautiful  or- 
der, which  will  always  be  more  and  more 
admir^,  the  better  it  comes  to  be  known 
and  underftood ;  yet  it  is  in  the  creator's 
ways  with  man  that  our  more  peculiar 
concerns  lie.  The  heavens  do  indeed  de-* 
flare  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  fkies 
preach  his  handy- work ;  all  his  creature^ 
praife  him,  and  proclaim  the  ftupendous 
wifdom  and  power  of  th^ir  great  creator; 
and,  did  we  underftand  them  well,    we 

would 
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^oiild  find  as  flrong  documents  of  his 
perfedk  goodnefs,    an  objed  worthy  not 
only  of  all  honour  and  adoration,  but  of 
the  waLrmeft  gratitude  and  love :    but  in 
the  unhappy  circumftances  wherein  all  the 
children;of  Adam  are  found,    the  terrors 
of  his  majefty  rather  damp  and  difcou« 
rage,    and  thus  mar,    or  rather  deftroyi 
the  fentiments  we  ought  to  entertain.   His 
ways  with  man  prefent  him  in  a  nearer 
and  more  interefting  light,  and  afford  us 
the  means  of  a  fuUer  and  more  perfe^ 
knowledge  of  his  true  charadler.     The  re* 
cord  he  has  made  of  thefe  ways  completes 
a  fyftcm  of  perfeA  knowledge  and  wif- 
dom^  which  we  never  could  have  had  by 
any  .other  means  whatfoever. 
-    After  the  mod  circumflantial  account 
of  the  creation  of.  the  heavens  and  the 
(earth,  we  meet  with  a  full  account  of  the 
xreation  of  man,  and  the  circumflances 
in  which  he  was  then  placed.    And  when 
we  xronfider  the  order  in  which  that  great 
work  of  creation  was  carried  on;  from 
the  Icfs  ta  the  more  noble  creatures ;  from 
dead:  matter  to  plants  and  trees,   fifhes, 
fowls;.,  and  .terreftrial  animals;  and  how 
?iane  of  them  wer?  brought  into  being 

until 
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until  provifion  was  in  all  xefpefts  made 
for  their  comfortable  fubliftence ;  it  gives 
at  once  a  high  notion  of  the  creator's  wif^ 
dom  and  goodnefs,  and  of  the  excellency 
of  man,  the  laft^  and  therefore  the  finiih* 
ing  piece  of  the  creation  ;  which  is  jnftljr 
increafed  by  the  peculiar  folemnity  with 
which  it  is  introduced,  **  And  God,"  the 
Elahim^  ^^  faid,  Let  us  make  man  in  our 
^*  image,  after  oin*likcnefs/* 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  tx>  explain 
away  the  natural  and  obvious  &nfe  which 
^rvery  candid  readorxnuft  have  ajBixed  to 
thefb  words^  viz.  That  there  were  at  leaft 
more  than  one  concerned  in  the  creation 
of  man.    For  to  wlu>mibever  thefe  words 
are  fuppofed  to  be  addrefled^  they  mnjQ: 
be  fuppofed  likewife  to  be  creators,    and 
confequendy  divine  agents^    being   thus 
included  in  that  work  which  mofl  effec-^ 
tually  diiling^uiihes  God ^m the  creature; 
and  if  that  is  communicated  to  creatures, 
there  is  nothix^  left  to  diftinguifh  him 
from  them,    as  there  is ,  no  perfetSBon  or 
power  that  can  be  imagined  fuperior  to 
what  is  diQ>layed  there.    To  fay  nothing 
of  the  palpable  abfiirdity  in  fuppofing  a 
creature  poflefled  of,    and  exerting^  the 

fame 
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fame  power  which  brought  it  into  beings 
to  fpeak  a  world  out  of  nothings  or  even 
to  make  a  man  out  of  the  duft  of  the 
earth.  This  is  the  pecxiliar  work  of  thofe 
£Jahimj  who  are  Jehovah,  the  only  pro- 
prietor of  being  ;  and  who,  we  are  well 
allured,  will  not  give  his  glory  to  ano- 
ther, not  even  to  the  moft  dignified  of  the 
creatures  he  hath  made. 

It  has  been  found  a  matter  of  ibme  dif- 
ficulty to  adjuft  the  proper  import  of  thefc 
words,  "  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image, 
**  after  our  likenefs."  It  would  be  a  piece  of 
very  luperfluous  nicety  to  go  about  making 
a  diftindtion  between  i/w/^jf^  and /z^^.  The 
words  import  no  more  than  fuch  an  image 
as  (kould  bear  fome  likenefs  to  the  origi- 
nal ;  and  nothing  can  deferve  the  name 
of  an  ifnag/  but  what  does  fo.  But  beiides 
the  likenefs,  the  image  muft  be  a  defigned 
reprefentation  :  'A  jprodigious  honour  this, 
and  fuch  as  we  find  no  other  creatture  dig^ 
nified  with.  But  the  diflGiculty  lies  in  find- 
ing wherein  this  fimilitude  and  likenefs 
confifl. 

It  has  been  reckoned  abfurd  by  the  ger 
nerality  of  inqxiirers,  to  look  for  this  in  the 
human  body ;  and  woidd  certainly  be  fb^ 

if 
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if  one  was  to  look  no  fiuther.    They  have 
therdfore  pitched  upon  the  foul,   which, 
by  reafon  of  its  fjpiritual  nature,  may  be 
thought:  to  bear   a  nearer   refemblance. 
And  what  the  Apoftle  fays  of  thofe  wha 
believe  in  Chrift,  viz.  that. they  are  "  re-- 
"  newed  after  the  image  of   him  that 
"  created  them,  in  knowledge,  righteouf^ 
**  nefs,  and  true  holinefs,"  hath  determi* 
ned  them  to  look  for  it  in  thofe  which  are 
called  the  moral  perfedlions  of  the  foul. 
The  Apoftle's  defcription  of  the  ftate  of 
thofe  who  are  renewed  in  Chrift^  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  juft  one;   but  it  fuppofes 
they  were  men  before  they  were  thus  re- 
newed :    and  we  find  God  himftlf  decla- 
ring,   that  man  was  made  in  his  image 
when  the  corruption  was  as  great  as  now. 
They  feem  to  come  nearer  the  truth,  who, 
along  with  the  moral,  take  in  what  they 
call  the  natural  perfedtions  and  powers  of 
the  mind,  which  all  together  are  fuppofed 
to  conftitute  man  a  rational  being.     But, 
after  all,  we  are  told  that  this  fame  image 
was  made  out  of  the  duft  of  the  earthy 
and  to  finifh  it,:  had  the  breath  of  life ^ 
breathed  into  it.     It  muft  therefore    be 
the  man,    and  not  any  part  of  him  fe?- 

parateiy 


paratoly-  taken,  who  is  this  image;  the 
ibul  rand  body  united,  and  conilitutingoae 
agent,  endued  with  certain  adive  powers 
which  cannot  be  exerted  but  in  this  con- 
juadlion.  The  mpft  refined  and  purely 
fpiritual-like  adlions,  are  performed,  not 
only  ia  the  body,  but  by  the  affiftance  of 
the  corporeal  organs ;  as  appears  very  c- 
yidently  in  numberlefs  obvious  cafes, 
where  the  mind  is  difabled  in  its  mod 
noble  powers  by  the  indifpofition  of  thefe 
organs,  and  their  incapacity  of  perform- 
ing their  part. 

It  may  merit  confideration,  whether  this 
compounded  agent,  in  whom  wc  find 
three  diftin<5l  kinds  of  powers,  and.  very 
like  three  diftiniSl  fyftcms,  xmited  in  fo 
clofc  a  manner  that  they  never  adl  fcpa- 
rately^  viz.  the  perceptive^  by  which  all 
o^r  knowledge  enters  ;  by  which  I  mean, 
nbt  only  thd  marvellous  apparatus  of  the 
bbdily  fenfes,  but  thofe  more  wonderful 
organs  by  which  we  are  fitted  for  taking 
in  the  information  of  fuch  things  as  ne- 
ver fell  within  the  reach  of  our  fenfes ; 
t\k^  rational^  by  which  wc  arc  capable  of 
improving  the  perceptions  and  informa- 
tions we  receive,  to  form  our  fcntimcnts 
riWK)^hhl\.  G  and 
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and  ^edlions  into  a  courfe  of  wifdom 
and  virtue ;  and  the  executive j  by  which 
we  exert  luch  power  as  we  have  for  ac- 
complilhing  our  purpofes  and  intentions : 
it  merits  confideration,  I  fay,  whether 
this  compound  agent  is  not  the  faireft  i- 
mage  and  beft  reprefentation  of  the  per- 
feft  knowledge,  wifdom,  and  power,  of 
him  that  made  him,  and  even  of  the  u- 
nion  of  three  diftindt  agents  in  the  one 
ejQTence  of  Jehovah. 

Thefe  however,  we  are  fure,  make  out 
another  further  plan,  on  wjiich  the  de- 
fcriptive  language  is  formed,  by  which 
the  invifible  God  i*eprefents  himfelf  and 
his  ways  to  man,  viz.  his  perfed  know- 
ledge and  underftanding,  by  our  organs 
of  perception,  eyes,  ears,  &c. ;  his  per- 
fect wifdom,  by  our  fcatitling  of  Wifdom, 
and  even  by  our  fentiments^  affections, 
and  paffions;  and  hi^  almighty  power, 
by  arms,  hands,  and  even  fuch  inftru- 
ments  as  we  commonly  ufe,  or  were^in 
ufe  at  the  time  when  thefe  things  were 
fpoken  and  written.  And  had  he  not 
condefcended  to  do  fo,  we  could  never 
have  underftood  his  meaning,  Thefe 
therefore  are  no  metaphors,  but  images^ 

or 
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or  models,  which  enable  us,  by  a  courfc 
of  analogy  quite  natural  to  us,  to  form 
fuch  conceptions  of  what  is  infinitely  a- 
bove  us  as  our  prcfcnt  imperfection  will 
admit  of,  I  faid,  by  a  courfe  of  analogy 
quite  natural  to  us  :  for  a  very  child, 
when  it  hears  of  any  thing  it  has  not 
feen,  will  afk  firft,  What  it  is?  But  when 
that  cannot  be  fatisfyingly  anfwcrcd,  the 
next  queflion  is.  What  it  is  like  ?  or  what 
doth  it  referable  ?  And  hence  we  fee  what 
attention  is  ncceffary,  fo  to  adjufl  the  rc- 
femblance,  as  that  we  may  not  be  miflcd 
to  imagine,  that  the  original  is  like  the 
model,  and  that  God  is  fuch  an  one  as 
oiirfelves. 

I  have  taken  no  notice  of  thofe,  who,  for 
anfwering  certain  purpofcs,  place  the  image 
and  likenefs  of  God  in  thedominion  that  was 
given  man  over  the  other  creatures  within< 
his  reach.  For,  befides  that  this  was  a  fu- 
peradded  gift  after  man  was  made,  this 
could  not  be  an  image  or  likenefs  of  God, 
but  of  his  fovercign  dominion  over  all 
things.  And  yet  even  from  this,  and, 
which  is  more,  from  the  kingdoms  and 
great  empires  of  the  world,  and  their 
jneafurcs  of  government,  we  find  images 
G  2  taken 


5^        Man's  Original  State    Ch.  III. 

taken  to  exprefs  the  fpvereign  dominion  of 
'God,  and  the  righteous  meafurcs  of  his 
government. 

There  is  fomething  in  the  mechanifm  of 
the  human  body  fo  very  curious,  even  in 
the  partial  view  we  can  take  of  it,  (and  it 
would  be  much  more  fo  could  we  difco- 
ver  the  fecret  fprings  by  which  the  whole 
is  managed),   that  Ihould  raife  in  us  the 
moft  afFedirig  fentiments  :  for  indeed  we 
are  *^  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made/'  But 
yet  there  is  fomething  in  the  hunun  con- 
ftitution,  namely,  the  foul  of  man,  which, 
however  infinitely  fliort  of  its  maker,   is 
in  a  manner  as  incomprehenfible,    and  of 
which  we  know  nothing,  but  by  the  fame 
means  which  lead  us  to  the  knowledge  of 
him,  viz.  its  adlings  and  operations.     Of 
thefe  indeed  we  are  inwardly  and  imme- 
diately confcious,  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
we  know  nothing  of  the  being  or  agent 
which  produces  them.     Many  fruitlefs  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  bring  this  im- 
penetrable fecret  to  light,    and  to  fix  the 
boundaries  between  matter  and  fpirit:  but 
all  the  guefles  and  refinements  that  have 
been   made,    leave  us   juft  where   every 
plain    man  would   hav^    found    himfelf 

without 
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without  them ;  and  terminate  in  this  fim- 
ple  conclufion,  That  the  firft  is  dead,  inert, 
and  purely  paflive ;  the  other,  lively  and 
adlive :  A  diftindlion  which  anfwers  all 
our  purpofes  with  as  much  precifion,  and 
without  any  of  the  inconceivable  perplexi- 
ties, that  philofophical  difquifitions  arc 
intangled  with  ;  and  there  every  plain 
ehriftian  may  fafely  reft. 

This  adlive  power  is  the  fame  principle 
which  conftitutes  what  we  call  life ;  which, 
we  obferved  before,  is  as  great  a  myftery 
as  creation  itfelf,    and  refolvcs  into  the 
fame  energy  of  divine  power.     The  dif- 
ferent  degrees    diftinguilh    the   different 
kinds  of  it,  as  it  is  found  in  the  different 
orders  of  living  creatures  which  fall  un- 
der bur  obfervation :  and  how  many  more 
there  may  be  in  the  univerfe,   who  can 
take  upon  him  to  fay?     It  would  be  a 
fhiitlefs  attempt  to  ftate  the  precife  differ- 
ence :  but  it  is  fo  great,  that  were  any  of 
thefe  creatures  to  pafs  from  one  order  to 
another,  its  former  life  muft  be  fuperfe- 
ded  and  put  an  end  to,    the  fame  which 
we  call  dying.     Men  are  apt  to  imagine, 
that  advancing  from  a  lower  to  a  higher 
kind  of  life  and  adlivity,   is  only  an  im- 
provement Oft  the  life  which  they  had  be- 
fore. 
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fore.  And  it  may  be  fo,  where  there  is 
no  inconfiftency  between  the  old  and  new 
way  of  living.  But  thg  difference  would 
be  very  fenfible  in  a  degradation,  fuch  as 
a  man  being  turned  into  a  brute,  or  an 
animal  into  a  tree  or  a  ftone ;  though  there 
is  nothing  more  real  in  the  one  change 
than  in  the  other.  We  have  a  familiar  in-^ 
ftance  in  thofe  forts  of  worms  which  arc 
produced  by  flies  :  A  common  thing,  but 
very  inftrudlive,  if  well  improved. 

To'  arrive  at  j,ufl:  apprehenfions  of  our 
firft  father's  paradifiacal  life,  we  muft  ^ 
confider  with  fome  attention  every  cir- 
cumflance  we  find  recorded  about  it.  Af- 
ter his  body  was  formed,  God  breathed 
into  his  noflrils  the  breath  of  life ;  and 
the  effed  of  it  was,  that  he  became  a  li- 
ving foul,  or,  more  literally,  a  foul  of 
lives.  But  it  mufl  be  remembered,  that  the 
word  which  is  here  rendered  y&w/,  is  always 
ufed  to  fignify  the  body,  and  often  the 
dead  body,  of  a  man,  both  by  Mofes  and 
the  other  writers  in  that  language.  But 
however  the  terms  may  lead  us  no  fur-p 
ther  than  that  he  was  made  a  perfedl  ani- 
mal, yet  we  are  fure,  that  there  was  a 
fpirit  given  him  of  a  higher  nature,  and 

which 
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which  has  been  thought,  juftly  enough, 
to  be  implied  in  the  plural  form  of  the 
word  which  we  render  life.  The  brea- 
thing into  him,  I  need  not  obferve,  gave 
rife  to  what  has  been  called  infpiration^  ^x- 
prefling  that  inconceivable  adlion  of  the 
eternal  Spirit  by  which  underftanding  and 
every  fpiritual  gift  is  conveyed  to  man. 
-  This  fame  infpiration,  though  liot  con- 
fined to  him  alone,  muft  notwithftanding 
be  allowed  a  lingular  favour.  An  utter 
ftranger  in  the  new  world,  without  know- 
ing how  either  he  or  it  came  there  ;  ex- 
perience or  obfervatioii  might  to  him  have 
been  a  fure,  but  evidently  a  very  flow  way 
of  acquiring  even  the  mod  neceflary  know- 
ledge. His  creator  therefore  condefcend- 
cd  to  be  his  teacher,  and  taught  him  in 
the  only  way  in  which  a  creature  fo  fi- 
tuated  could  be  taught.  He  gathered  into 
the  compafs  of  one  garden  every  creature 
he  needed  to  know  any  thing  about ;  and 
by  putting  him  upon  giving  them  names, 
taught  him  the  ufe  of  thofb  words  and 
that  language  in  which  he  ^j?i  iiard  con- 
verfed  with  him  in  a  friendly  and  familiar 
manner ;  an  invention  fo  much  above 
human  £kill,    that  it  is  not  at  all  likely 

it 
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it  would  ever  have  been  carried  JlHuc^i.  If^ 
yond  the  exclamations  which  naturally  a^-«, 
rife   on   the   fenfations   of   pleafure    aqid^ 
pain,  and  fuch  affedlions  and  paflions  ^: 
we  find  very  clofely  connedled  with  them. 
Wh^t  particular   inftrudlions  he    then 
gave  him,  we  are  not  dire(Slly  told.;,  but 
by  the  particular  circumftances  which  wg  r 
have  recorded,  he  was  fufficiently  taught, . 
that  he  who  thus  converfed  with  him  had 
created  all  thefe  things,    and  him  among  , 
the   reft,    and   that  creature-dependency- 
which  fo  naturally  arifes  from  that  rela- 
tion.    Thus  we  find  him  adling,    not  fa 
much  as  the  man's  fuperior,  his.  lord  ancj 
jnafter,  but  as  the  fovereign  proprietor  q£ 
all :  fp  that  the  man  could  not  nave  any. 
right  or  title  to  any  thing,  not  fo  much, 
a^.his  necelTary  food,  but  by  virtue  of  a 
grant  frpm  his  creator  ;  which  we  iLad  he 
very  formally  made ;  but  with  a  referya-t^ 
tion,  which  fhould  be  a  continual  memon 
rial  to  his  creature,    how  he  came  by  it, 
and  of  whom  he  held  it.     The  dominion 
he  gave  him  oyer  the  reft  of  the, creatures; 
carried  the  fame  import.     But  the  finilh-r 
ing  evidence  of  all  was,  the  creation  of  the 
woman,    which  yet,    no  doubt  for .  wiffi 

rcafpns. 
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rcafons^  he  was  not  permitted  to  be  wit- 
nefs  to.  And  thus  we  may  fay  of  him  in 
every  view,  what  the  Apoftlc  Paul  fays  of 
Jiimfelf,  "  that  it  was  by  the  grace  of  Go<i 
"  he  was  what  he  was/* 

By  the  formation  of  Eve,  and  the  blefF-n 
ing  which  followed  upon  it,  we  have 
brought  into  our  view  a  power,  which 
might  be  deemed  rather  greater  that  crea-^ 
tion  itfelf,  if  any  thing  could  be  fo.  That 
was  eflfecSled  indeed  by  a  bare  word  :  He 
fpokCy  and  it  was  done  by  his  immediate 
power.  But  here,  by  the  word  of  the 
blef&ng,  there  was  powpr  eftabliflied  in 
the  creature  to  convey  being  and  life  to,  a 
numberlefe  fucceffioji  of  men.  They  were 
indeed  but  means  and  under -agents, 
through  whom  the  divine  power  was  tQ 
be  exert;ed  to  fuch  a  vaft  diftancc  of  time,. 
Thus  every  man  is  as  really,  though  not 
fo  immediately,  the  produdion  of  divine 
power,  as  the  firft  m^n/vyas. 

By  this  bleffing,  Adam  was  fet  at  the 
head  of  mankind;  and  all  the  life  that  e- 
ver  was  to  be  communicated  to  any  of 
mankind,  was  fo  lodged  in;  his  hand,  that 
k  could  not  be  conveyed  but  through 
bim;  and  of  this  one  blood,  all  the  fami'- 
YoL.II,  :  .     H.  lies. 
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lies  of  the  earth  were  to-be  created*    And 
as  no  life  of  any  kind  can  ^;vei^  rife  Mgh^^ 
than  its  original  creature-ftate,  unlefs  by 
^  new  interpofition  of    dreating   powep, 
which,  I  obferved,  the  creator  xpight  ex- 
ert when  and  upQn  whom  he  plcaied ;  it 
follows,  that  when  this  power  is  exq'ted, 
then,  in  the  flxidleft  proppiety  qf  fpecch, 
imd  without  ^y  ihadow  of  a  metaphor, 
21  new  creature  is  produce4  i^to  being. 
Adam's  par^difiacal  ftate  has  been  regarded 
as  the  perfeiiftion  of  the  human  nature, ,  and 
the  fall  regretted  as  an  irreparable  k)fs  to 
mankind.     It  w^§  certainly  the  higheft  a- 
liy  child  of  Adam  can  afpire  to,  when  his 
ambition  is  indulged  as  far  as  it  can^  carry, 
his  wilhes.    Adam  indeed  had  every  thing 
that  could  make  iiich  a  creature  happy  • 
all  that  the  earth  could  aflford  agreeable, 
laid  to  his  hand ;  perfe<Sl  innocence  unal- 
layed  by  any  thing  that  could  mar  his  in- 
ward peace ;  and  the  friendlhip  of  his  ma- 
ker every  day  afcertained  by  frefli  inftan^ces. 
But  with  all  the  advantages  he  enjoyed, 
many  and  great  as  they  wpre  j  yet,  were  it 
poflible  for  any  pf  his  ppfterity  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  lame  fituation,    he  would 
j&nd  himfelf  greatly  fhort  of  that;pcrfe6l 
Jiappinefs  which  heexpcdledto  find  there ; 


as 


ii  ^111  kpptsLT  Jfery  plainly  from  the  cir- 
tuinflinceif^  id  iyhich  Adam  was  placed.  | 
mention  only  feme  of  the  mofl  obvious, 
ii^eh  yet  will  fiiily  fatisfy  us,  that  hia 
(Condition  was  not  fuch  as  a  wife  man  who 
inoT^s  iriy  thing  of  Jefus  Chrift  would 
Wifbtd  be  found  in; 

What  1  chufe  firft  to  take  notice  of,  is 
the  higheft  jpart  of  his   happinefs,    the 
conimunibn  and  intercourfes  of  friend- 
fliip  with  his  creator,  which  were  all  ma- 
naged in  a  fenfible  manner ;   t  mean,   as 
men    converfe  with  one   another.     This 
•  ibme  may  reckon  a  fingular  advantage^ 
.*and  a  very  high  privilege^    much  to  be 
wiihfed  for  in  our  prefent  ftate  of  diftance 
-froth  God.     But  we  muft  find  ourfelves 
obliged  to  think  otherwife,  when  we  re- 
fledl;  that  he  neither  had,  nor  could  have, 
in  that  way,    any  views  of  the  glory  of 
God^  biit  fueh  as  were  vailed  and  darken- 
^  by  fenfible  appearances,  infinitely  fliort 
irf  what  the  Apoftle  calls  feeing  face  to  face  ^ 
"-and  knowing  him  even  as  nve  are  ktunvn^ 
-  and  even  of  that  which  now  Ihiues  in  the 
.  £u:e  of  Jefus  Chrift,   .which  every  Chri- 
•   ftian  has  free  accefs  to.     He  was  made 
'  "for  living  in  Che  ftate  he  wa3  placed  in, 
:  =i.i;    .    '^'oJu^^-iix^H  2-    -•       ■  and 
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and  for  poflefling  all  the  happinds  a  man 
can  enjoy  in  a  prefent  world.  But  it  do^ 
not  appear  he  was  made"  for  any  higher 
ftation,  or  more  perfedl  way  of  living  j 
and  we  have  no  intimation  of  any  reafon 
he  had  to  hope  for  it. 

It  has  been,  I  know  not  how,  in  a  man-^ 
ner  taken  for  granted,  that  after  conti- 
nuing  for  fome  time  under  probation^ 
(how  long^  none  have  pretended  to  fay, 
but  fome  time  or  other),  he  ihoidd  have 
been  tranfplanted  into  a  ftate  much  like 
that,  if  not  the  very  fame,  which  belie- 
vers in  Chrift  have  the  well-founded  pro- 
fpedl  of* .  We  may  furely  fay,  that  all 
this  is  mere  gueffing,  as  there  is  not  the 
lead  fhadow  of  any  promife  or  grant  of 
life,  much  lefs  of  fuch  a  life,  found  in  the 
record.  He  needed  no  grant  of  the  life 
he  was  in  pofFeflion  of.  But  even  that  he 
had  no  promife  of  being  continued  to 
him,  except  what  was  implied  in  the 
terms  on  which  he  held  it.  But  in  the 
denunciation  folemnly  made  to  him.  That 
in  the  day  he  Ihould  eat  of  the  fruit  he 
ihould  be  fiibjedled  to  deaths  there  feem$ 
to  be  a  plain  enough  intimation,  that  hif 
prefent  happinefs  was  not  to  be  perpetual>^ 

as 
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4111  we  arc  fure,  by  the  event,  it  was  nevei^ 
defigned  it  fhould  be. 

The  very  poflibility  of  this,  and  the 
danger  he  muft  have  found  himfelf  in,  of 
fuch  (as  mufl  have  appeared  to  him)  an 
irreparable  lofs,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  fliould  have  put  him  .ftrongly  upon 
his  guard,  muft  have  been  a  great  draw-^ 
back  upon  his  prefent  enjoyments,  how- 
irver  great  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been.  The  profpedl  was  dreadful.  His 
creator  gave  him  no  fecurity  againft  it,  as 
he  could  evilly  have  done,  bat  left  it  al- 
together in  his  Own  hand ;  and  he  could 
iiever  be  without  fome  degree  of  fear, 
that  either  he,  or  fome  of  his,  might  in- 
cur the  awful  forfeiture. 

This  danger  was  greatly  increafed  by 
the  natural  imperfedlion  of  his  conftitu* 
tion.  With  all  the  advantages  he  enjoy* 
ed,  he  was  fo  clofely  conneded  with  the 
creature,  and  in  fuch  dependence  on  ma- 
terial objects,  both  for  the  fupports  and 
«qoyments  of  life,  that  they  flood  as  it 
were  between  God  and  him,  and  every 
thing  almoft  he  had  from  him  came  by 
them.  This  could  have  been  no  lofs  to  him 
foJong^^  thefe  were  kept  in  their  proper 
"^*^  place. 


pi  c:*^  as.  the  creatiirea  of-God,  znddbfb!^ 
lU"  ly  in  his  hanci  :  for  thus  they  led  hitp 
di?e(ftly  to  the  creator,  and  fhonld  have  ter*- 
ininated  all  his  acknowledgements  them 
But  dill  there  was  danger,  and  the  event 
Chewed  it  to  have  been  very  great,  that 
they  might  intercept  that  regard  and  at<«- 
tention  whiqh  was. due  only  to  him^  whoft 
bleffing  alone,  that  is,  his  power  put  forth 
by  them,  could  make  them  good  for  any 
thing* 

But  nothing  can  iiiore  convincingly  il-* 
iufbate  the  imperfedlioii  and  weaknefs  of 
that  ftate,  than  the  event  and  iflue  of  it. 
We  cannot  fay  precifely  how  foon,  but 
Very  foon  an  end  was  put  to  all  the  per- 
fection and  happinefs  the  man  was  put  in 
pofleflion  of  at  his  creation,  and  the  para-^ 
difiacal  ftate  together :  A  fure  evidence^ 
that  the  creator  never  defigned  it  to  be  the 
permanent  ftate  of  mankind^  but  an  in- 
trodudtion  to  that  which  he  had  determi- 
ned to  be  fo,  and  which  has  taken  place 
ever  iince  our  firft  father  was  driven  out 
tof  piaradife.  But  we  have  a  ftronger  one. 
We  are  fure  Aere  was  another^fort  of  life, 
^d  another  way  too  of  living  upon  God, 
defigned  m  his  eternal  coiiniehr  ^  Jefus 
''  Chrift 


'flbiilwasianpirom  evesijkfttng  as  the 

iimly  mediator  between  God  ai|4  majj^ 

througl^  whom  alone  alibis  fayoora  are 

conveyed  to  them,    and  aqother  fort  of 

ftation  was  defigncd  in  die  eternal  world^ 

i|S '  much  more  excellent  than  paradife,  as 

heav^  is  above  the  earth,  and  God  bettor 

ifcan  the  creature ;  whereof  the  paradifiar 

«al  flate  was  only  a  faint  ihadow. 

..   This  leads  ns  to  one  good  reafon  for 

introducing  what  has  been  ever  iince  the 

ftate  pf  mankind  in  that  manner.  Hereby 

tve  are  provided  in  fo^ething  of  a  model 

or  fhadowy  rcprefentation  of  the  happi- 

i^eis  of  the  unieen,  fpritual,  ai^d  eternal 

world,   and  the  way  of  living  there,  fo 

difierent  from  what  we  ape  acccuftomed  to 

in  this  our  bw  ftate^  viz.  living  on  the  ful- 

pe&  an4  all-fufEcicncy  of  him  who  furt 

niihed  out  all  the  beauty  and  excellency  of 

paradife,  theh^htof  all  earthly  happi- 

neft.    And  thence  we  find  the  defcriptive 

language  takcm,  by  wlpdch  that  glorious 

and  happy  ilate  is  painted  out  tot  us,  and 

Vpon  which,  with  proper  allowances  for 

fhe  immenfe  odds  betweon  the  earthly 

and  heavenly  paradife,  we  are  dired^  to 

form  our  conceptions  and  appi^ehenfions 

ijarJ  of 
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of  that  Qtherwife  inconceivable  happiikBh' 
arid  glory.  -* 

There  was  likewife  another  great  an^ 
gracious  end  anfwered  by  this  w^y  of  iiw 
tp^oducing  the  prefeat  ftate  of  mai^nd  i 
a  piece  of  inflxudkion  very  neceflary,  but 
which  we  are  very  loath  to  receive  ;  viz," 
Thiait  life  can  never  be  fafely  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  the  moft  perfect:  mere  man*     A 
more  advantageous  fituation  can  hardlybe 
imagined  than  Adam  was  placed  in.     Ho 
had  all  the  gratifications  and  materials  of* 
pleafure  the  world  could  afibrd,    greatly 
above   what    the.   moft  finiihed    epicure 
could  ever  have  imagined,  and  was  blelied 
at  the  fame>  time  with  a  perfect  fiien^^  ajotd 
the  moft  exalted  friendfliip.     His  conftitur 
tion  fo  good,  and  his  confcience  fo  clear  by 
his  pcrfed  innocence,  that  nothing  could 
mar  the  moft  perfeft  enjoyment  of  all.  He 
was  made  for  his  ftation,  'and  his  ftation 
for  him,    upon  the  meafiires  of  perfeift 
wifdom.     It  was  not  by  dxiing  fome  great 
or  difficult  thing  that  he  held  his  poflef- 
fions,  on  indeed  by  doing  any  thing  at  alL 
He  had  no  fiich  law  given  him,,   as  was 
afterward^  when  fin  had  entered ;  no  dur 
tics,  either  of  religion  or  morality  injoin-r 

ed 
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^^JjfjBi.  He  needed  lione,  for  he  was  sl 
law  to  himfelf.  He  needed  only  follow 
tii£  diciates  and  inclinations  of  his  owa 
perfed:  conftitution,  which  would  natu-r 
rally  determine  him  to  all  thofe  offices  o( 
love  to  bis  great  friend  and  benefadlor, 
which  would  of  courfe  have  brought  all 
other  duties  along  with  it*  All  that  was 
r^uired  of  him  was  a  very  fmall  piece  of 
forbearance,  not  to  eat  of  the  fruit  of  a 
certain  tree  which  was  pointed  out  to 
ImBL  So  that  one  might  have  thought  he 
was  let  beyond  the  reach  of  every  temp- 
tation. And  fure  eaiier  terms  could  not  he 
devi&d  in  his  circumftanccs.  But  the 
temptation  was  admitted.  He  forfeited  ' 
life  by  his  tranfgreffion :  and  how  foolilh 
mxffi  it  be  in  any  of  his  pofterit}'  to  ima- 
gine that  life  would  be  fafer  in  their^ 
h^nds  ? 

But  .the  Apoftle  gives  us  yet  a  further 
and  higher  view  of  the  creator's  wifdom 
in  this  way  of  entering  mankind  into 
thfir  prefent  ftate.  The  firit  Adam  was. 
the  figure^  ^yp^>  ^^  reprcfcntation  of  him 
who  was  to  come,  in  whom  all  the  hopes^^ 
and  all  the  happinefs  of  mankind  are  cen-. 
tcredf  in  whom  all  the  counfels  of  God. 

Voj>.IL  I  were 
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were  laid,  and  by  whom  they  are  pci>' 
formed  and  carried  into  execution,  evett 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  defigned  head  of  man- 
kind, in  relation  to  the  fpiritual  and  c- 
ternal  world,  as  the  firft  Adam  was  in  re- 
lation to  this  :  and  there  is  hardly  any 
one  among  the  many  types  and  figures  we 
have  given  us  of  him  more  inftrudlivc, 
and  which  gives  a  more  perfedl  view  of 
him,  as  we  find  the  Apoftle  improving  it 
in  his  epiftles  to  the  Romans  and  Corin- 
thians ;  which  I  will  have  occafion  to  cbri- 
fider  more  particularly  when  I  come  to 
fpeak  of  this  glorious  perfon.  I  only  ob- 
ferve  at  prefent,  that  the  firft  Adam  ftood 
at  the  head  of  mankind  in  the  firft  crea- 
tion, and  reprefented  all  his  pofterity ; 
that  he  received  life  both  for  himfelf  and 
them  from  the  creators  hand;  that  he 
was  conftituted  the  only  channel  of  con- 
veyance by  which  they  could  come  to  the 
poffeflion  of  life,  or  any  of  the  powers 
belonging  to  it;  that  accordingly  he  re- 
ceived the  terms  diredlly  from  his  ma- 
ker's hand  on  which  it  was  to  be  held ; 
and  in  the  ilTue  he  failed  in  the  perform- 
jinee,  and  thereby  fiibjedled  himfelf  and  afl 
his  pofterity  to  inevitable  death,    which 

he 
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te^tranfmitted  to  them  along  with  that 

life  which  he  conveyed.  ^^"^ 
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7 

The  nature  of  the  Cutfey  and  the  condition  ^ 
man  by  the  Fall ^  fiat ed. 

TEUis  remarkable  event,    which   I   do 
not  think  deferves  the  epithet  of  an 
"unhappy  one,   for  fuch  of   mankind  as 
improve  it,  has  occafioned  a  great  variety 
of  curious  fpeculations,   and  plans  of  the 
divine  government,  for  juftifying  the  crea- 
tor s   proceedings  in  the  meafures  which 
he  has  taken  for  mankind,    which  I  ap- 
prehend the   plain   Chriftian   needs   give 
himfelf  vefy  little  trouble  about,  as  all  of 
them,  more  or  lefs  diredlly,   are  founded 
upon  a  propofition  (to  which  I  will  not 
give  the  name  that  I  think  it  deferves), 
viz.    That  fo  foon  as  the  noble  rational 
creature    was   brought  into   being,    Goid 
put  off  the  charadler  of  creator,    and  af- 
fumed  that  of  a  righteous  moral  gover- 
inor,  by  which  he  bound  himfelf  to  pro- 
ceed with  .  hi^   i^  ^^  precife  terms  of 
la  redoral 
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removal  juflice ;  that  is,..,t)y  Svmh  roefcr^ 
fures  as  the  kings  of  this  earth  are  boyiat4 
to  obferve  toward  their  fubjedls,  .whQjauc 
pofleiTecl  of  rights  and  property  as  well  'M 
the  fovereign,  and  which  he  has  no  right 
to  meddle  with ;  but,  on  the  contrary^ 
ftands  bound  by  his  place  to  be  the  guaj5- 
dian  of.  And  thus  the  fovereign  propri^r 
tor  of  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth  muf^ 
be  degJPaded  into  the  rank  of  an  eartl^y 
king,  and  that  not  an  abfolute,  but  a  li- . 
mited  monarch,  to  favour  the  infblejgit 
pretenfions  of  a  fet  of  precarious  beings^ 
who  have  neither  right  nor  property,  not 
fo  much  as  in  their  own  life  and  beingj 
but  what  he  is  pleafcd  in  mere  fbvereigqt 
grace  to  confer.  And  yet  could  a  king  bij 
found  among  men  perfe<5lly  wife,  good^ 
and  powerful,  it  would  unqueftionably 
be  the  intereft  of  his  fubjecfls  to  have  him 
vefted  with  the  mofl  abfolute  and  uuf 
controllable  powers.  f: 

The  different  plans  which  the  aflertors 
of  this  form  of  divine  government  have 
laid  down  for  the  meafure  of  the  dWint 
procedure,  will  be  found  to  terminate 
much  in  the  fame  ifTue.  Many .  hate 
thought,  that  they  might  be  beft  accoimt^ 

ed 
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tifoT  on' the  plan  of  a  covena*rit  or  cotc-^ 
iuxiftSy  as  occafion  required j  concerted  on 
oertaki  terms  and  conditions  to  be  per- 
forfned  by  either  party.     The  bafis  of  the 
trbole  they  make  thdt  which  they  fuppofe 
W  ihtffti^beert  made  with  the  firft  mati  ori 
cdni^tion  of  perfect;  obedience,    and  all 
after  meafures  founded  ifi  aAd  diredled'  hf 
Hi  'Others  reckoning  this  fort  of  conde-* 
f^itifibn  below  the  rilajefty  of  the  fSve- 
rfeignj  will  have  him  to  manage  all  as  a 
iiglitl2(6iis  lawgiver,   who  prefcribes  nilt^ 
of^^ty  to  his  fubjedls,  and  is  to  rfewarci 
or  punifh  them  as  they  obferve  or  neglecSt 
his  commandments ;  and  thus  reduce  Chri- 
ftianity  to  a  mere  fyftem  of  lawis,    and 
fufpend  the.eternal  ftate  of  mankind  upon 
their  good  or  bad  behaviour,'  who  muft 
expeA  to  be  rewarded  or  punifhed  accor- 
ding to  the  meafures  of  juftice,  with  fuck 
mixtures  of  mercy,  or  abatements  of  ju- 
ftice, as  the  cafe  of  the  fubjedl  Ihall  need. 
'    The  dangerous  tendency  of  this  laft- 
mentioned  fcheme,   the  promoters  of  the 
tx>vfenant-plan  greatly  avail  themfelves  of. 
But  the  moft  plaufible  ground,  and  what 
they  found  mainly  upon,  is,  the  word  iii 
the  Old-Teftament  language,,  by  which 

God 
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God  hath  choien  ta  exprefs  his  inftrumeo^; 
of  government,  and  which  our  tranflators- 
always  render  covenant.     The  word  figijii- 
fies  generally  all  kinds  of  deeds,  whereby 
rights  of  any  fort  are  conferred,    and  i? 
very  frequently  ufed  for  covenants  or  ni\i-, 
tual  agreements  between  man  and  inai^« 
This  might  have  been  reckoned  decifive, 
if  the  New-Teftament  writers   had  not 
cleared  up  the  difference.     Where  the  He- 
brews had  but  one  word  for  all  kind  of 
deeds,  the  Greekis^  have  two,  ^h*M,  and  ^^^^lui. 
The  firft,  as  the  word  plainly  imports,  is 
ufed  to  fignify  covenants  or  mutual  agree- 
ments,, wherein  two  or  more  are  engaged; 
the  other  is  never  ufed  but  to  denote  the 
deed  of  one,  a  conftitution  or  eftabliihed 
order,  a  grant,  or  deed  of  gift ;  and  par- 
ticularly a  tefiament^  by  which  inheritan<r 
^es  or  legacies  are  conveyed.     And  whor 
ibever  will  with  any  care  and  attention 
coniider  what  in  our  tranflation  are  called 
G$(ts  covenants^  will  find  them  all  of  this 
latter  kind,  either  authoritative  conftitu- 
tions,  which  thofe  to  whom  they,  were  gir 
ven  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to,  or  grants 
and  deeds  of  gift  in  their  favour,  which 
went  always  ,togGth?i^,  j|jp4  COfl^Ciite^ 

once 
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cttfce  the  rule  of  judgement  for  the  fove- 
TfSgaj  and  of  duty  for  the  fubjedl. 
■^f  obierved  before,  that  Adam,  in  hjs 
^liiitive  ftate,  had  no  grant  of  life;  but 
Ke  was  put  in  poffeffion  of  it,  and  had  by 
fpecial  grant  dominion  given  him  over  all 
God's  other  creatures  within  his  reach:  and 
upon  this  was  founded  the  commandment, 
and  the  punifhment  in  cale  of  tranfgref-' 
fion.  This  was  the  fole  conftitution,  and 
enough  for  tiiat  ihort  period ;  and  we  fed 
by  the  fequel  how  it  was  the  rule  on 
which  judgement  proceeded. 

And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  obfervCj 
ence  for  all,  that  the  laws  df  God,  or 
fuch  conftitutions  of  any  kind  as  he  has 
fefen  fit  to  eftablifli,  are  not  like  thofe  of 
weak  fallible  men,  who  cannot  fbrefee 
the  different  events  and  cafes  that  may 
fafl  out,  and  therefore  heed  often  to  b^ 
initigated,  difpenfed  with,  and  even  ab^ 
rogated,  as  the  imforefeen  alteration  of  cir-^ 
fcumftances  may  require^  All  his  orders 
are  concerted  on  perfcA  wifdom  and 
foreknowledge  of  all  events  diat  can  pol^ 
iJbly  happen ;  and  therefore  can  never  be 
tu!Qtenfed  ^ith  in  any  cafe,  but  muft  be 
falBUed  in  every  point ;  and  where  the 
'  V  meaning 
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roeauing  is  clearly  expreffed,    he  muft  be 
a  bold  man  who  dare  venture  to  explain 
it  into  a  confiftency  with  any  plan,  how:^ 
ever  pkufible,  he  may  have  laid  down.  , 
.    In  order  therefore  to  attain  any  thing 
like  proper  conceptions  of  the  great  chanj^e 
.which  was  made  in  the  circumftances  of 
mankind  by  our  firft  father's  trarifgrefflon^ 
we  muft,  in  the  firft  place,  be  lure  of  the 
right  import  and  meaning  of  that  denun- 
ciation which  produced  it,    and  particu^ 
larly  of  that  death  which  he  certainly  muft 
fall  under  upon  his  eating  the  forbiddei^^ 
fruit.     Many  have  carried  this  fo  far,  as 
to  extend  it  even  to  that  which  has  been 
jGnce  called  eternal  deaths  the  p\uiifhment 
we  find  denounced  againft  the  delpifers  px: 
negledlers  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  gteaj .. 
falvation ;  therefore  called  eternal^  becaujTe/" 
there  remains  no  poflibility  of  relief.     O^? 
thers  flop  as  much  Ihort,  confining  it  en- 
tirely to  the  death  of  the  body,    and  re-  . 
diicing  it  to  duft.     Tliere  are  only  two 
ways  on  which  we  can  certainly  deter-; 
mine  this   important  queftion,    viz.    the,^ 
judgement  given  upon  the  delinquents  by 
the  judge,  who  was  theframer  of  the  law, 
^nd  therefore  underftopd  it  perfedlly  j  an4 

OVlf 
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oju;  own  experience  of  what  we  either  do,  or 

mj  feel,  in  ourfelves,  in  this  our  prefent 
ftate,  which  was  fixed  and  determined  by 
that  judgement.  There  has  been  a  third 
way  attempted,  and  much  infifted  on ; 
nSmely,  reafoning  up6n  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  and  the  confequcnces  which 
feem  naturally  to  arife  out  of  them.  So 
far  as  thefe  are  found  agreeable  to,  and 
fupported  by  the  other  two,  we  may  con- 
clude them  juft ;  oth.erwife  no  great  de- 
pendence can  be  had  on  them,  however 
they  may  appear  to  our  apprehenfions  of 
tilings,  which  are  at  bed  but  a  bad  rule 
to  judge  by. 

As  death  is  allowed  by  all  to  import  an 
end  put  to  life,  and  as  the  denunciation  was 
peremptory,  ^'  In  the  day  thou  eateft  thou 
**  flialt  furely  die;"  th'ou^  and  not  ano- 
ther, we  mull  conclude,  that  it  could  im- 
port no  lefs  than  the  lofs  of  all  that  life 
he  was  then  in  pofleflion  of,  which  we 
may  call  the  paradifiacal  life,  and  no  fur-^ 
ther.  It  feems  therefore  incumbent  on 
thofe  who  extend  it  to  eternal  death,  to 
nciake  it  appear,  that  Adam  in  paradife 
was  pofleffcd  of  that  kind  of  life  which  is 
called  eternal'^  the  life  which  is  in  Chrift 
Vol. II.  K  Jefus ; 
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Jefus  ;  which  I  believe  no  body  will  fay, 
They  build  much  on  the  nature  and  de»- 
merit  of  fin :  and  I  would  not  willingly 
fay  any  thing  that  might  be  conftru^ed 
into  the  leaft  tendency  toward  exteixua-r 
ting  the  nature  of  that  horrible  evil  i  but 
by  the  iffue  of  this  firft  difpenlatipn^  and 
feveral  other  inftances  in  the  record,  we 
inuft  conclude,  that  it  belongs  to  the  great 
ibvereign  to  aflSa:  what  penalty  he  pleaies 
to  his  laws.     The  conclufions  drawn  from 
the  nature  of  vindictive  juftice,  are  rather 
too  bold  for  man  to  make,  without  better 
authority  than  the  record  gives  us.     But 
there  is  one  infuperable  prejudice  that  at- 
tends this  fuppofition,  That  had  eternal 
death  been  the  penalty,  Adam  himfelf  at 
leaft  muft  have  died  eternally;  and  if  the 
denunciation  given  upon  the  tranfgreflion 
extends  to  all  his  pofterity,  as  appears  by 
the  event  it  did,    not  one  of  them  could 
have  been  faved,  without  difpenfing  with 
the    unalterable    divine    conftitudon,    or 
iome  how  changing  the  tenor  of  it :    An 
abflirdity:  which  can^  never  be  admitted  on 
any  confideration  whatfcever.     That' ori- 
ginal life  muft  be  deftroyled ;  nor  can  (he 
original  law  be  *fatisfied  by   any  ^  Jnekns 
'.  whatfoever 
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whatToever  tuoitil  that  is  done  :  but  when 
It  is  done,  and  that  law  thereby  fulfilled, 
diere  19  nothing,  to  hinder  the  creator  to 
raife  i^hdm  he  pleafes  to  eternal  life. 

;  There  is  no  room  for  difputing  what  is 

tailed  the  natural  death  :  but  it  appears 

by  the  judgement  given  upon  the  trani^ 

greflbrs,  that  the  denunciation  is  not  to 

briuiderftood  in  that  preciie  fenfe  which 

fnir  tranflation  gives  to  it,    "  That  in  the 

•'**  ^y  diey  ihould  eat  they  fliould  fm-ely 

^^'  -die ; "  neither  do  the  original  words  ne- 

oeilarily  infer  that  conftrudtion.    Literally 

rendered,  they  run  thus :  ^'  In  dying  thou 

-  ^>  flialt  die.*'     It  is  enough  to  fupport  the 

b  truth  of  the  denunciation,  that  from  that 

•f  day  they  fliould  be  brought  under  the 

^.  fpoitfer  of  death,  which  the  painful  labour 

they  were  condemned  to  very  naturally 

iffiies  in.     But  even  in  the  fenfe  our  tranf- 

'  ilation   gives,     the    threatening    may    be 

!  feund  puni^ually  fulfilled :    For  in  that 

T'very  day  there  was  a  final  end  put  to 

i^inan's  paradifiacal  life  ;    hp   was   tjxiyen 

:  oUt  from  that  happy  dwelling ;    aifd  the 

pittance  of  life  that  was  left  him  was  fup- 

ported,  in  fuch  a  manner,    and  by  fuch 

different  mean§,,  that  the  degradation,  e- 

V  /   .    ■  :.  -  K  2  .  ven 
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yen  in  that  view^  muft  have  been  mom 
than  a  metaphorical  death,  when  com- 
pared with  the  life  which  he  formorly  en-* 
j  yed. 

..  This  yiras  indeed  a  very  ienfible  and  af- 
fedUng  lofs  which  our  firft  parents  fuftain- 
ed  by  xheir  tranfgreflion,  but  not  the  only 
death  which  they  fell  tinder  on  that  day. 
When  we  refleA  on  the  nature  of  the 
crime,  and  the  temptation  which  induced 
them  to  commit  it,  as  bad  as  the  negledl 
of  their  creator's  authority  was^  there  will 
appear  ibmething  in  it  greatly  worfe. 
Their  forbearance  of  that  fruit  was  made 
the  condition  on  which  they  held  their 
lives.  But  it  was  made  fo  f6r  a  highei* 
fetid  than  a  bare  trial  of  their  l6yalty  to 
their  fovtreign  :  It  was  defigned  to  main- 
tain a  dutiful  fenfe  of  their  dependence 
on  their  creator,  and  that  it  was  purely 
by  his  grace  and  fiipporting  power  that 
they  could  live.  The  crime  could  not -be 
committed,  as  indeed  no  fin  can,  butup-- 
on  a  latent  perfiiafion,  that  there  is  liiore 
to  be  inade  by  the  creature  than  they  had 
to,expc6t  from  the  creator.  •'*  On  this  the 
temptation  was  founded,  '^  Yelhall  be  ds 
**  godsj.to  know  good  and  evil;-^  and  thus 

Ihould 
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fiiould  not  need  any  longer  to  be  obliged 
tt>  him  J  and  that  he  knew  this  very  well> 
and  had  forbidden  it  merely  to  keep  theoi 
in  dependence.  Thus  they  were  drawn  td 
forikfce  the  only  way  in  whith  they  could 
liTO,  'and  to  take  Up  with  another,  where- 
by it  was  impoffible  they  could.  And  ha-» 
ving  ithus  deferted,  and  being  thei^by 
cut  off  fom  the  fountain  of  life,  tKef 
tnuft  have  perilhed  infallibly,  if  there  had 
not  been  a  new  way  opened  for  their  re-^ 
lief. 

This  dire<5ls  us  into  a  further,  and  yet 
toore  dreadful,  though  not  fo  fenfible, 
view  of  that  death  the  firft  offenders  were 
iub^e^ed  to,  as  they  were  certainly  pof- 
feffed  of  a  greatly  higher  kind  of  life 
than  that  of  a  mere  animal.  Man  was 
made  indeed  to  take  in  all  the  pleafure 
^he  whole  creation  could  give  in  its  high- 
eft  jbl<^i3i  of  perfecflion :  but  he  was  made 
aHb  for:  gratifications  infinitely  preferable^ 
ii^.  the  intercourfes  of  friendfhip  which 
fubfifted  between  his  creator  and  him. 
We  need  no  more  to  prove  a  peculiar 
kind  of  life  fuited  to  this  happy  fituation, 
thani  that  he  had  a  fpirit  in  his  conftitu- 
tion,  (»8.  well  as  a  body.  And.  created  fpi- 
l^liK'tl?  rits 


y8  t^he  nature  of  t5ie  CtflsB,  and  Ch.IV, 

rits  can  no  more  fubfift  'Withbut  the  con-* 
tinned  influencies   of   the  divine    Spkit^ 
than  animals  can  do  withont  air,  sLnd  the 
influences  of  the  fun  exerted  and  dircdlcd 
by  it.     It  is  by  this  Spirit  that  the  divine 
power,  which  upholds  all  things,  the  ma*^ 
terial  world  by  means,  and^  the  fpiritual 
diredlly  iand  immediately,   is  exerted  and 
put  forth.     When  this  Spirit  is  taken  a- 
way,    the  communication   between  God 
and  the  creature  is  fo  far  broken  oflF,  thait 
the  man  Can  no  longer  live  as  fpirits  do; 
it  is  the  very  death  of  the  fpirit^  and  what 
eJBTecfbially   puts  an   end  to   the  fpiritn^al 
life.     But  it  will  not  follow,  that  the  fpi- 
rit  muft  perilh,  or  be  reduced  to  its  pri* 
mitive  nothing.     Annihilation  and  death 
are  two  very  different  things.     When  the 
foul  leaves  the  body,  and  its  conne6lion 
with  the  material  fyftem  is  broken  off,  the 
man  is  dead,  though  the  body  continues 
juft  as  it  was  before ;  and  even  when  it  is 
diffolvpd  into  duft,  there  is  not  one  atom, 
annihilated.     Muft  it  not  be  then  reckon- 
ed fufficient  to  denominate  a  fpirit  dead, 
when  its  connexion  With  the  •  fpiritual  fy-, 
Ktim  is  fo  far  broken  offj  'that  it  can  no 

longdr  live  as  fpirits  do,*   bur  -  ir  degraded 

^^:..  ^-V     I'l-x'-.^  >!  v:.v  .A..  :./    .     ind 
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A0<iiuti^  into  a  mer^  implement  for  exalte 
iog  the  aiumal  life  in  m^n,  above  the  fame 
iund^of  life  in  Jiis  fellow-brutes,  a  mere 
fla^ve  and  purveyor  for  th?  appetites  and 
lulls  of  hi§  fenfual  part. 

It  were  much  for  the  intereft  of  men, 
in  this  world,  as  well  as  in  the  next,  that 
this   was  not    fo  completely   verified   as 
it  is  by  the  experience  of  mankind,  and 
by  what  is  to  be  found  in  every  child  of 
Adam.   We  have  it  ftrongly  attefted  in  the 
divine  record,    where  we  have  them  all 
declared  naturally  to  be  fuch  thorough  a- 
thcifts,  or  fo  without  God  in  the  world, 
that  they  neither  receive,  nor  can  fo  much 
as  know  the  things  of  God,    for  want  of 
that  fpiritual  difcerning,  which  is  the  firft 
and  moft  natural  exertion  of  fpiritual  life, 
and  on  which  all  the  other  adlings  of  that 
kind  of  life  are  founded.     But  though  we 
had  no  fuch  teftimony,  we  needed  not  go 
fo  far  back  as  the  way  by  which  we  come 
into  the  world,  and  the   total  ignorance 
which  infancy  and  the  firft  period  of  .Jife 
aire, involved  in,  tq  be  fully  convixiQed.af 
^his  fad  truth.  That  ^ILmen  are  born  a- 
tieifts ;  and.  that  the  far  greateft  part,  after 
all  the  pains  a«d  inftrudlipn  they  ^iU  a^RPt 
j,Q£y  are  but  very  very  little  better.  We  need 

only 


oi^  loidb  m  to  outfihtits^.  and  make-s^jfi^' 
TOms^flEim  terroufc  our  fpiritxial  po^crsl 

aodl  of  all  th^rwondors  of  the  uj^ften»iliE>ija#i 
tusliWorldii . ^d*he  leaft.  we  cact  ^dmtiibuio 
xanfl  be^  ttha£;3se  ai^e  in  a  ftate  of  abfofoto. 
baiH&fBe9;j^i£c!om  it,  and  cutr  off  :fF6flR>  dM 
correfpondenice  with  it ;  made  fop  soothing: 
but,atpi:efent  world,  and-  inca{>able  of  ^  K- 
viog  npoa  any  thing  but  the  things  of .  a, 
prefeiit  world ;  and  the  Only  ufe  we  put 
onr  Ibnk  to  i&,  to  make  pro vifion  far  tifei 
fleftt .to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof.  -    /r^ 

It  cannot  be  thought,  howeyei?,  that  tfe^^ 
firft  deliaqtientSy  who  had  been  taugb^  %^A'^ 
had  feen  fo  much  of  God,  could  eyerfWMj^  -^ 
aiftate  of  inch  brutal  ign<M'ance  j  efpfecii^y)?- 
wheni  iprith  all  the  difa4vantage8f?f?wrif2|,x., 
tional  andi|>erceptiye  powers  ai^e  Igiilc^v 
with,  t  we.  i^ptain  iftiU  a  yeigr.:mai^eUQ;us , : 
power,  or  what  would, be  -reg^oja^fuch^j^n 
was;it  nofiifo  c-Qsmpaon,  that  w^^c^  ^?^^ 
inrinfortn&tidns  of  fuch  thiJ^%  asr  ypr^^ifToi 
vo*  ffaw,    an4:>»aaW  QtMj  ;ffucivaBt;ag^^^ Af[q 
theiii  nwlohlilii,.  ahe  feme  ffi^&^^jr^  if  .wf^^ 
had:::'feQn  -diemj  purfejves.  r^^y  yirtuje, ^^^f;^, 
thisi  wcoodetfuli.taftent,  /fehe  ^pferiip^ntarl  :; 

ml^fet  be^  as  we  knQ\t  by  the  rdlOorct'it 

certainly 


GOtaiii^rwas;  handed 'down  to  thrit  po^ 
fierit^r'  and  «v9n  to  this  day  we  know 
wint  *gt«at  meafiirtt  df  hetrfay  knowledge 
may  be  aequired,  even  of  fpiritual  atad  e*^ 
temal  things,  by  the  informatioi^  we  have 
inoor  hands  {  and  which  ought  to  produce 
dUe  fkoke  eflS^  in  us  which  their  expert- 
nsentsd  knowledge  did  in  them. 

Their   behaviour  is  very   inllru^ve  j 
and  though  very  fliortly,  yet  is  very  natu* 
rally  defcribed.     The  firft  thing  we  have 
oMerved  about  them  is,  that  the  eyes  of 
them  both  were  opened,    and  they  knew^ 
tfajR:  they  were  naked.     As  nakednefs  is 
otten  ufed  in  the  record  to  exprefs  the  un-^ 
hafipy^ftate  of  a  foul  forfaken  of  God,  it 
might  be  reafonably  enough  conftru<5led ' 
in*  this  fenife,  were  it  not  for  the  way  they 
tobii'for  relief  againft  the  painful  fenfe  of 
it, 'which  detcrtnines  it  to  bddily  naked^ 
nefi.     But  that  does  not  lead  us  to  ima- 
gitiir,   as  fome  have  done,  that  they  were 
fofttierly  in  flich  a  ftate  of  childifti  fim- 
plidty,-  that* they  could  not  diftinguiih 
between  a  nakbd  and  a  cloathed  body;  The  - 
opbning  of  tlieir  eyes  argues  no  more, 
bdt  tliflt  they  wfere  foihut  during  the:- 
working  of  t(he  tempt^tittn,*  that  they  did  - 
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not  mind  what  they,  were  doir^g ;  un^l^ 
uppn  a  rcfledlion  on  theii;'  guilt,  fear  and 
ihame,  its  infepairable  companions,  feize4 
them  at  pace  :  imlefs  we  Ihould  think  as 
foxxic^  not  without  good  appearance  of 
reafon,  have  done,  diat  during  their  muo- 
cence^  and  frequent  converfe  with  thciy 
maker,  their  whole  bodies  were  cloathed 
with  fuch  a  light  as  fhone  in  the  face  of 
Mofes  when  he  came  down  from  convert- 
fing  with  God  on  Sinai. 

.  But  however  that  is,  their  remorfe  ^pr 
pears  to  have  been  very  ftrong.  And  it 
could  not  be  ptherwife,  when  they  came 
to  refle6l:  on  v^hat  they  had  loft,  ajad.  hovy- 
iham^fuUy  it  was  loft,  for.a  triile,  a  thixtg 
pf  nothing!  and  efpecially  when  what 
they  had  to  expe6l.  was  taken  into  the  acr 
count.  They  durft  hot  think  of  the  crea- 
tor; and  tlie  creature,  which  was  now 
their  only  refource,  could  provide  them 
no  better  than  with  a  few  leaves  tp  cover 
their  nakednels,  and  a  thicket  to  hide 
them  from  the  alWceing  eye  of  their  crem- 
ator:.  A  fureiign,  that  with  all  the  knowr 
ledge  they  had  of  the  creator,  their  no*- 
tipns  of  him  were  not  very  fublime.  And 
.thus,   as  their  only  care  appears  to  have 

been, 
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WeH,  to  kfe*^  out  of  God's  fight,  iF  he  had 
not  cOhdefcfcnded  to  look  after  them,  they* 
lAd  tifever  ventured  to  fcek  after  him.        ^^ 
We  iieed  liot  infift  any  further  on  thr 
jMgeifl^nt   given    on    this  occafion,    by 
wkkh  the  ftate  ^  mankind  ^as  fixed  ex-- 
ajftty  ail  we  how  find  it;     The  ground  was 
cterfed,  diat  it  fhould  not  yield  its  ftrength, 
even  upon  the  moft  laborious  tillage  ;   in 
th6  <Weat  of  their  face  they  were  to  eat 
their  bread  ;  *^  thorns    aiid  thaftles  fprtmg 
Ipdntaneoufly  out  of  the  earth;    and  in 
the  end  man   returns   to  the  dufl  from 
i^rhich  ht  was  taken. 

'  There  is  a  peculiar  unhappinefs  attends 
t^s  ftatiofi,  where  man  has  nothing  left 
ftsjcili  to  live  upon  but  what  he  can  pick  up 
iw^i,  prefent  world,  and  is  ihut  out  from 
aU  toirefpoiidence  with  liis  creator.  Thence 
kisfentiments  come  all  to  be  formed  upon 
th^  prefent  ftate  of  things  ;  and  the  ra- 
tional powers^  which  fhpuld  have  balanced 
lftitt>  heart  with  tliofe  things  which  are  not 
fitem,  have  loft  their  influence ;  and,  upon 
ihp  whole,  fiich  ftrong  and  inveterate  ha- 
bits are  contradled,  that  perfedl  wifdom 
loB  declared  it  as  impoflGible  for  him  to 
}earn  to  dp  well,  as.it  is  for  the  Ethiopian 

L  2  to 


%Oti^i  iTiceoIcwe  of  a;  pre&m:  Ufe^  .and  id 
fye&aasi  waddi^  is  th^  nlmg  principle  oiq 
|]l6ke^j!t^p  and  wliere  that  is >t;he  ca%]  we 
SAer^^eU  inffarudbd  to  fay^  the  lovo  of  Good 
cnp^ijtaveiia  place. ;;i  and  the  poor  creature 
ttwrdo/iiothiiig^  but,  dead  as^-he  is  to  God,^ 
luting;  fortk  a  condnuqd  courfe  of  dead 
inrorl^^Uft^:  t^e ,  fcpoftl^  very  emphatically 
^wshjuftlgs*^  calls  rafl  that  is  done  by  man^ 
j^til  the  Spirit:  of  life  in  Cfcrift  recov^s 
iiimiiiita  li&^  and  plaints  the  love  of  <5od 

?iOithc  hoaft.:  vr-  ;.     :  ^ly^ 

:f:  Thiji^  the  man  naturally  goes  on,  wkhihc 
>^ndr,&  blinded  by  the  god  of  thiswoiid, 

tihat  even  ithe  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel 
.^f  Qluift^vihim^  about  hinv  oap 

have.no  aocofs  there;  the  courfe lof  nhe 
/^^0rld,  and  -■  the  example  of  thofe  aboi:ft: 
^liiin^.  handen  him  more  and  more,  ikintil 

the  I  wrath  of  God^  revealed  from  iheav-eil, 
:^g3^^  i  allv  umightepufnefs  ^d  xingedii- 

liefs   of  men^    gives   the  alarm^^:     Guilt 

pgiiitSjL  it'  diredUyi  at  him :.  and  wJbat  ihould 

hfor^  driftreih:  ;him  to  his  creator,  wherte  on-. 

lyirda(e£xanl^hl»di,'  vizi,  sais*^^!;  convince, 
t^pr  a::«oi)iboufnels  c^vguLLtyUpi^ 

iiiiaUf,|i»«BPn»i)^flfaik  laifemy,  laiiiinTr 
■■^i  flamesi 


flain^£l}eJieaa!t't(rtnat;rlikh<as  i^ack^j  hi 
jL*il)(repi;o£chtBnflibirjfas  Qne?i7dio::i;lriIl  nptJt^ 
(desficd  widb  iJ2eiiiTeatura.tiU\he>i^i!KBrimp^ 
aH  tltat  is  agreeable  to  his  peirerted  taafte^ 
ind^daen  fo  pure^  /  fo  holy,^  and  lb  jiifly 
that  tit.  can  upver  be  imagklQd  he  vrill.tt^ 
gard'fivck  a  wretch:  as  the  poorfinnermuft 
fiad  himfelf  to  be^  •  Hence  the  heart  conici 
to.  be  filled  with  fuch  feare,  jealoufies^  and 
0vil  furmiiings^  as  fofter  a  fecret  enun^ 
.ty^  fo  ftrong,  that  it  is  the  hio^deft  thing 
in  .die  world  to  reccmcile  afinnet^s  hearctb 
God,  and  make  him  pleafed  with  him  as 
he  is.  This  enmity  indeed  dare  not'  vent 
itfelf  diredtiy,  but  vents  itfelf  fufficiently 
:ii|!«fecret  wifhes,  that  God  were  not  ^ 
ximre^.ifo  holy,  and  fo  irreconcileable  to 
:fin.  Tolt  is  this  unhappy  fpirit  that  has 
'pf>oiduced  fo  many  attempts  by  thofe  they 
icail  learned  metij  to  reconcile  the  love  of 
,©od  atnd  the  love  of  the  world;  and^to 
-cWmtrive  fuch  ideas,  as  they  call  them,:! of 
ilGbd,  as  may  be  reconciled j to  the  lufts 
(Aodtpaflions  of  men;  that  is^  fuch  a 'god 
a&  they  want,  and  couldJbe  pleafed  with. 
.  «  ifXhis  apparently  xmhappy  cdndititth, 
uwhkh  mankind  have  been  'reduced  to  on 
^OaJaon  of  their  firft  father's  tiratifgreflioii, 
.n,r,J\  has 
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jtotnj  wko  Wdtlld  be  thought  gfeitly  Wtl«- 
taiJatn  thdr  fieighboui^^  to  utter  the  ai»ft 
cAltritgeOii&  elafnbtirg  ftgaitift  thi3  juClice 
add  eqtiirf  of  this  Way  iif  proceeding; 
wHidh  they  ftt^gift^riftUy  pfonoiince  fo 
iifi1?jrdrthy  l)f  Godj  th^t  fAthei*  thkh  bfr- 
Ikilrft  itv  iiiey  Will  chuft  to  believe  that  God 
ha*  nev^f  I'pbken  to  liiAnkind  at  iall,  but 
Icftlhfeticl  t6  Uv*  «id  die  iri  this  deplorabfe 
<i<mditi6ii  without  4fiy  retnedy.  For  thctt 
ittfeA  aaually  ate  fbutid  in  this  conditioh 
cJittifiOt  be  difputed.  It  inuft  therefore  be 
jbund  confiftent  with  ill  the  divine  perfec- 
tiokis^  that  man  ihould  be  born  into,  and 
live  in  a  prcfent  world  as  we  fee  he  does: 
and  when,  that  is  the  cafe,  one  Would  think 
it  a  matter  of  no  great  moment,  how  or 
m  what  toanner  he  was  brought  ini6  it, 
Had  it  pleafed  the  creator  to  have  entered 
man  into  this  way  of  living,,  without  ha-  - 
Ving  ev6r  heard  of  any  better  ftate  any 
jrtan  was  ever  in ;  nay,  had  he  made  them 
joacare  rational  animals,  to  live  and  die  as 
other  anijnals  do ;  who  durft  haye  faid  any 
thing  againft.  it  ?  what  gtound  then  can  a^^ 
uy  man  have  to  complain,  diat  he  took  ^ 
II  ^  jm  .  xxveth^d 


inethod  fo  inftrudUve,  and  fo  full  of  good- 
neis,  as  that  was,  to  introduce  it  by  ? 
r  But  aftepall,  this  is  only  a  part,  and 
the  dark  fide  too,  of  the  ftate  which  man- 
kind were  brought  into  by  the  lofs  of  .^ 
garadifiacal  life.     Mankind  was  not  left  a 
day  in  that  melancholy  fituation  in  which 
our  firft  parents  found   themfelvcs  upon 
their  t^£^llg^efIion.    Their  gracious  creator 
^ught  them,  out,   and,  %o  their  apprehen- 
fipn,  brought  them  into  judgement. .  But 
judgement  was  given  in  fvich  term^  as  per- 
fejElly  relieved  their  fears  of  pyefent  death* 
And  tho\igh  it  greatly  abated  their  earthly 
happinefs,  it  opened  a  profpedl  injfinitely 
more  advantageous,  in  the  promife  of  jl 
feed,  by  the  woman,   who  was  firft  in  the 
tranfgreffion,  which  fhould  bruife  the  fer- 
pent*s  head  ;  that  is,  as  the  Apoftle  John 
explains  it,  *'  ihould  deftroy  the  works  of 
*'  the  devil,"  i^n.  and  death.     And  as  wq 
certainly  know,  that  he  was  the  old  lerpent 
wJio  deceived  Eve  in  that  form,    in  the 
eurfe,   denounced  as  it  is  in  emblematical 
l^ermS'  adapted  to  the  ftate  of  that  noxious 
reptile,  we  have  a  very  ftrong  defcriptibrt 
ofithe  bafenefs  of  his  nature,  his  way  of 
living,  and  the  work  he  was  condemned  to. 

CHAP. 


tB  From  the  Fall  to         Ch.  V. 

C    H    A    P.      V. 

Sketch  of  Difpmfatums  from  the  Fall  ta  tb« 
.  coming  of  Chri/i;  nvitb  a  general  view  rf 
^'  the  char aSler  (f  Chr^. 

FRom  the  account  we  have  of  the  maih-' 
ner  in  which  man  was  driven  out  of 
paradife,  it  appears  rather  to  have  been  a 
work  of  mercy  than  of  judgement.     The 
fpeech  it  is  introduced  with,  "  Behold,  the 
•*  man  is  become  as  one  of  us/*  has  more 
the  air  of  compaflion,  than  of  irony,  as 
ibme  have  conftrudled   it.     And  if  the 
following  words  are  juftly  rendered,   it 
was  an  adl  of  real  kindnefs  ;  that  the  man 
might  not  fall  again  into  the  like  fnare, 
and  run  into  a  new  inftance  of  rebellion, 
by  attempting  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life, 
that  he  might  evade  the  fentence  appoint- 
ing him,  to  return  to  the  duft  from  which 
he  was  taken.     For  fecuring  againft  fuch 
a  pernicious  event,  a  guard  of  angels  was 
fct,  to  keep  him  out. 

Bttt  indeed  the  original  words  of  Mofes 
will,    without  any  violence  done  them,^ 

admit 


^tdmit  of  a.  very  different  conft'rudlion.  It 
is  well  known,  that  the  tree  of  life,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  €hd  xtf  the  record,  is 
made  ufc  of  to  fignify  what  the  tree  which 
bfer^lhi^r'^atafc  fttt  t^afadife^^  \^^^  a  fi- 

Ifltff^W  enlbto  of^,  tiz.  th<^gte*  means 
which  God  hath  chbftn  tb  c^hvft^r  fcternal 
life  to  deld  finners  of  mankind.  It  is  otn 
f^y^  ty  thpjfe  (killed  ia.tljL^  lapg\iag|, 
$|t^X^6.  partficle  which  we  rend^  fefi,  igp 
wlj||QJb^ives,the  tiirn  to  the  whol^e  fcpLtenw^ 
xpff^  be  as  protpetly  readqred;  Jxl,^  to  pujE 
•j;Qffjijn  ^  jpoflit)ility  of  tecbypringjifc,  as 
Ijgif^done  by  the  intimation  ^Irf  ady  made 
i^  tl^.fetpftptt's  curie.  And  what^fQllowj^^ 
9g/ejting,  up  the  cherubims  on  ^the  ea^ 
bf  t^gardeni  fecms,  all  things  eonfidef ed^ 
^g^^ti^^inine  their  intfejition  to  b6,  not  to 
kfgg^jpeg  frcirn^  but  to  guide  .them  i^tOj, 
^^jray.of  the  tree  of  lift.  Thigr  will  ip^^ 
pgjf  uw)re  than  probatble,  when  t\ip  re£e^ 
Q§jfj^g,mirp9fe  which  the  cherubim^  aiir 
j^^ggm  uj,  tj^e j^alpernacle  and  teriipre  :\  T[tey, 
^l^ft  appendages  of.  the  |ncrcy7feat",  "a^i 
.  jgl^v^j^\  iiihj^^ited  them,  or  dwelt  between 
them.  1ft  was,  without  all  queftion,  an 
,  mj^fefnaxicali^^ibitipn^of  th^  God  of  grace 
'^^P^S,j!:S^  Mofes 
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ip^ote,  who,  for  any  thing 'appearSj  had 
lio  other  notion  of  cherubim.     And  when 
they  were  told  of  God's  having  pldced  them 
on  the  eafl  of  Eden,  they  could  not  help 
concluding,  that  he  pitched  on  that  as  the 
place  in  which  he  chofe  to  manifeft  himfelf, 
and  where  the  worshippers  were  to  make 
their  approaches  to  him :  which  is  yet  fur- 
ther confirmed  by  this,  that  we  find  the 
face,   or  faces,  of  Jehovah,  mentioned  as 
fome  place  from  whence  Gain  was,  or  at 
leaft   was    afraid    of    being   driven    out. 
What  is  added,  of  a  flaming  fword,  in  our 
tranflation,  is  only  fire,  and  another  word 
which  fignifies  any  weapon  of  llaughterj 
which  may  poffibly  be  a  Ihort  hint  of  th6 
inftitution  of  facrifice  to  be  oflPered  there. 
And  I  believe,  upon  the  whole,  it  will  be 
found  very  nearly  to  refemble  the  prophet 
Ezekiel's  fire  infolding  itfelf,  in  his  vifioA 
of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  cherubim,  ra- 
ther than  a  flaming  fword  turning  every 
way  at  one  part  of  the  garden,  while  all 
the  refl  was  left  open. 

But  however  that  is,  it  cannot  be  thought 
that  they  had  no  fuller  information  than 
the  fliort  hints  we  find  in  the  record.  The 
people  for  whom  Mofes  wrote,  needed  no 

more; 
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mpve  ;  as  they  were  very  fully  inflrudledt 
iijtall.the  matters  of  acceptable  worfliip  ia^ 
tb^  Jftw,  by  the  ftatutes  and  judgements 
wjhith  were  given  them.  We  have  not  fo 
jEELuch  a?  ^ny  exprefs  mention  of  any  ap-- 
pftiijtxnentLof  that  very  extraordinary  piece 
of  wprlhip,  viz.  the  offering  facrifices,  which 
yet  could  never  have  entered  any  other 
way,  and  carrier  its  divine  authority  in  its; 
very  appearance.  For  who  could  ever  have 
imagined,  that  thefhedding  a  bead's  bloody, 
;^id  burning  its  flefti  with  fire,  could  be 
pleafing  to  the  great  fovereign  and  pro^ 
prietor  of  heaven  and  earth  ?  Yet  we 
know  it  was  pradlifed  by  wife  and  good 
men  in  the  earlieft  ages;  who  would  ne- 
ver have  affronted  the  God  they  worfhip-? 
ped  with  fuch  an  abfurd  fort  of  fervice, 
if  they  hard  not  had  hi^  order,  and  feexi 
further  into  the  defign  of  it,  than  the  later 
philofophers  did,  who  ridiculed,  and  made  it 
their  bufinefs  to  expofe  it.  Abel  facrificed, 
^d  his  facrifice  was  accepted ;  fo  did 
Noah,  Abraham,  and  others  on  record; 
and  no  doubt  many  more,  v^hp  are  not 
mentioijed  there.  Nay,  and  we  have  good 
reafbn  to  carry  it  higher ;  as  we  find  Gq^ 
himfelf  making  a  covering  fpr  our  firfl  pa- 
M  z  rents^ 
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trents  of  the  fkins  of  beafts,  which  muft  have: 
been  killed,  and  could  be  killed  for  no  other;- 
purpofe  than  facrifice,  as  the  flefh  of  animals 
was  no  part  of  their  food  in  that  period,  - 
We  who  know,   that  from  the  time  we 
have  any  accounts  of  covenants  and  a- 
greements  among  men,  they  entered  into; 
them  by  facrifice,  and  how  this  was  the, 
way  w;hich  God  himfelf  took  when  hq  en- 
tered into  what  is  called  a  covenant  with 
ih?  Ifraelitifli  i^ation,    arc  very  naturally: 
led  to  think,  that  the  fame  meafure  was 
taken  at  the  .  promulgation  of  the  confti- 
tution^  of  grace,    and  that  grant  of  eter-r 
niil  life  which  was  then  made  to  man-^ 
kind  in  the  feed  of  the  woman.     That, 
there  was  fuch  a  grant  then  intimated  to. 
them,  can  admit  of  no  doubt  j  becaufe  it- 
was  the  only   tenor  by  which  they  could 
hold  their  lives,  and  thq  only  foundation 
they  had  to  build  their  faith  and  thein 
hope  on.     There  was  no  dilfficulty  in  un- 
deiritanding  the  import  of  a  promife  :  but 
they  jnuft  h^ve  needed  a  great  deal  of  in-ti 
ftrud:ion  to  make  them  underftand  the  na-» 
tureand  ufe  of  a  facrifice;  which  indeed, 
it  is  hardly  poflible  to  make  good  fenfe  of,' 
but  as  it  flood  in  conne<3:ion  with  the  pro-- 
^       mifed 
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pnfed  feed,  the  great  and  complete  facti*' 
fice  which  God  had  in  his  perfeft  wifdom 
defigned  for  putting  away  fin,  fo  as  it 
fhould  be  remembered  no  more,  and  to 
give  mankind  the  ftrongeft  afRirances, 
not  only  of  pardon,  but  of  the  fulfilment 
of  every  tittle  contained  in  the  grant,  in^^ 
the  fulleft  and  moft  perfcdl  manner,* 
■jvhich  we  ftiall  find  occafion  to  confider 
more  particularly  afterward.  This  was 
ib  qfTqntial,  that  we  find  the  Apoftle  de- 
claring pofitively,  **  that  without  lhc4- 
?'  ding  of  blood  there  was  no  remiflion.''- 
And  thence  it  is  very  likely,  that  the 
grant  or  covenant  ratified  by  the  facri-^ 
fice,  and  the  facrifice  itfelf ^  came  to  be 
Called  by  the  fame  name ;  and  the  making 
of  a  covenant  or  deed  in  one's  favour  was 
expreflfed  by  cutting  oflP  a  BeKtru.  ' 

It  was  upon  this  feed  then  that  the 
gf  ant  of  eternal  life,  and  all  the  promifes 
fubfervient  tp  it,  were  founded.  We  hear 
nothing  further  about  it,  but  what  is  im- 
plied in  what  We  are  told  of  a  time  when 
men  began  to  call  upon^  fay  our  tranfla-^ 
tors ;  but  the  original  and  context  deter- 
mine the  fenfe,  that  they  began  to  be  call^ 
edtfyy    the  name  of  JehovAh.     For  we 

rea4 


read  there  of  a  divifioi^  among  maixlfind;;. 
thofe  who  adhered  to  the  iijftituted  jrorrt 
flup,  and  thofe  who  forfook  it ;  the  fona 
of  God  joining  in  marriage  with  thp 
daughters  of  men ;  upqp  which  fuch  wic- 
kednefs  enfued,  as  occafioned  the  deftnic-r 
tion  of  the  whole  himian  race,  excepting 
only  eight  perfons  faved  in  the  ark  by  fpe- 
cial  divine  grace.  Noah  fomid  grace  ia 
the  eyes  of  Jehovah. 

Noah  was  no  f  ooner  come  out  of  the  ark^ 
than  we  find  him  building  an  altar,  and 
offering  facrifices  of  every  clean  beaft  and 
fowl :  A  fure  evidence  that  he  had  been 
accuftomed  to  it  before ;  and  that  even  the 
diftindlion  between  clean  and  uncleaa 
beafts  was  known  long  before  Mofes^ 
and  even  before  the  flood  ;  a  diflindio^ 
which  no  man  had  authority  to  make  a-^ 
mong  God's  creatures.  God,  we  are  told^ 
fmelled  a  fweet  favour,  oy  a  favour  of  reft  ; 
A  phrafe  which  we  find  often  repeated  iiji 
the  law  of  Mofes  on  fuch  occafions.  What 
fliall  we  fay  of  this  ?  ihall  we  believe  that 
the  finell  of  burnt  flefh  was  fo  plcafant  tp 
the  MoftHigh?  No,  furely.  But  what 
was  reprefented  by  it,  and  the  faith  of  the 
worihipper  in  the  promifed  feed,  were  fo. 

Accordingly 
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Acddrdingly  he  was  blelTed ;  the  original 
blefling  was  renewed  to  him,  and  blood 
fet  apart  to  make  an  atonement  for  the 
lives  of  men. 

In  the  covenant  which  God  then  declared 
he  had  made  with  all  flefh,  to  fecure  them 
againft  fuch  an  iiniverfally  deftruftive  de- 
luge,  we  have  an  inftance,  and  a  ftrong 
confirmation,  of  what  I  obferved  of  what 
is  called  God's  covenant ;  that  it  does  by 
no  means  imply  any  agreement  of  parties^ 
but  is  his  own  fingle  deed,  an  authorita- 
tive conftitution  or  grant  which  the  crea- 
ture is  bound  to  believe  and  acquiefce  in, 
which  we  find  ftrongly  and  properly  ex*- 
preffed  by  laying  hold  on  his  covenant,  or 
entering  into  it,  precifely  as  he  has  laid  it. 
This  fame  conftitution  we  are  directed  to 
M  a  model  of  the  covenant  or  conftitution 
of  grace,  by  the  rainbow  about  the  throne^ 
reprdfented  in  vifion  to  the  Apoftle  John  in 
his  Itevelations. 

It  would  feem,  that.by  the  time  Abra!- 
ham  was  called,  the  apoftafy  had  again 
become  very  general.  The  promife  of  the 
feed,  which  had  been  until  that  tifne  left 
at  large,  was  renewed  to  him,  and  limit- 
ed to  his  family,    in  a  very  r^itiirkabFe 

'  manner. 
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inaimtSc.    The  blearing  or  promilc  itf -^ 
tcmal  life,  and  the  promifed  feed,  kadt  4di^ 
^ays  gone  together  front  the  begbsuting. 
Whenever  the  {ctA  fhduld  come;  k  w« 
taken  for  granted,  that  the  bieffing  ^as  ti6 
come  aloiig  with  hiih:     Bnt  the  dne^^of 
liis  coming  was  at  a  great  diftan«.-  '^h 
Support  therefore  the  faith  of  his  peopkj^ 
Vnd  to  give  proof  of  his  faithfuhicfi^*ht 
c6ndefcended  to  give  Abraham  two  int^ 
mediate'  grants ;  firft,  of  a  fon  ^  and^'  ^ 
•condly;  of  the  land  of  Canaan  to  his  fe^d^ 
both  of  them  delayed  fo  long,  and  Mda^ 
,felf  and  his  wife  firftv  and  ^fterwardS  his 
feed,  reduced  to  fuch  circumftancesj  that 
nothing  but  almighty  power  could  inafcc 
them  effedlual.     But  by  that  power  they 
were  made  effecfhial^  and  the  faithfulneft 
of  God  in  making  good  his  promifes,'  fo 
firmly  eftablilhed,  that  no  doubt  could  be 
made  of  what  was  yet  behind.     And  here 
again  we  have  another  palpable  iiiftance  of 
God's  covenant  being  a  deed  and  confti- 
tution  of  his  own,  without  any  parties  or 
►mutual  agreements.  . 

The  memory  of  this  promifed  feed  was 
kept  up  in  the  Ifraeliti^h  nation,  from  the 
time  efpecially  that  Mofes  wrote  fo  particvb- 

larly 


4iu^  ^i}»m^  ai^  (4^  prcHmie|X)nuau(^d  at 
^vilfKAnciOi^  tkfmp  ,untiJ-it-  was  furd^r  li* 
thct^^unily  of  David;  by  wJk>j»j 
^  the  iuc^edkig  prophets,  .he  was  fct 
ibeihff.m  iitt  the  yiews  he  was  4^%ned  to 
moJcmv.;  fometiines  in  the  chara<5ter  of  a 
fiirvant,  ia  great  ^^afflidion  and  diftrefs^ 
ibmedxnes  in  dll  the  authority  of  a  great 
prc^[rf»et)   and  the  facrednefs  of  a  prieft) 
J^  mofUy  in  the  majefty  of  a  great  king^ 
iuch  as  never  was  in  the  earthy  to  whom 
-sdl  the  nations  of  the  earth  fhould  wil- 
iingiy  iubmit  themfelves.     In  the  wiidom 
of  the  great  direftor,  the  fpirit  of  prophe- 
tjy  was  withdrawn  for  a  long  time  before 
Ills  appearance ;  ^  and  the  poor  creatures 
iiad  got  themfelves  fo  intoxicated  with  the 
herpes,  of.   an   imiverfal   monarchy,    that 
^when  he  came,   they   defpifed  his  mean 
-worldly  appearance,  and  thus  fulfilled  the 
prophecies  concerning  him,    and  proved 
-iiim  to  be  the  very  feed  in  whom  all  the 
filmilies  of  the  earth  fhould  be   blefied. 
Thus  the  record  leads  on  our  views  of  the 
feed  from  the  beginning    of  the  world, 
andfnever  lofes  figl't  of  him,  until  it  lands 
us  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Clirift,  the  only 
-one,  who,  byiiis.  niiraculous  birth,  pro- 
t  '.-Vol. 1 1.  N  perly 


jierly-  teierlted  that  title,  hi  hira  th6  ^^^^Ic^ 
Tccbtd  Centers  ;  IfifdiXiUeh  tl^r"^  'ttitfy^ 
fay  with  afl&raniEfe,  thut  thcrt  £s  mot  bhd 
fiiigle  faca  there  which  dots  flot  One^  wrfy 
01?  other  tend  to  iet  hitn  forth  to  6rrr 
faith;  and  therdfote  it  jvlftbf  merits  the 
title  the'Apoftle  Jdhtt  gives  it,  '"^  The  f^i 
*'  cord  which  God  h^s  ftiide/*  or  die  te^ 
flimony' which  h6  ha&  given,  ddncemhig'M} 
Son.'  '  ■    ■;       '•'-••■-•     .;';=i.>fit 

The  great  Apoftle  Paul  wks  fo' ienfiHfe 

of  this,   that  when  he  came  to  deCliite 

^e  teftimony  of  God  to  the  Corindiiata^^ 

^*  he  determined  to  know  nothing  anioii^ 

^^  them,, but  Jeliis  Chrift,  and  him  cniidi-- 

*^  fied' j  '*    and    accordingly    counted-  ^ 

tilings  but  lofs  and  dung,   in  corapaiifoA 

*Widi  tiiat  excellency  there  is  in  the  kttow*^ 

ledge  of  him.     He  gives  it  accordingly  as 

tfee'furii  of  Ghriftianity,  "  to  know  him, 

^^  and  the  power  of  his  refurre<3ion,  and 

**^  the  fellowihip  of  his  fuffcrings ;    beiiig 

^*  iti'^e  conformable    unto  liiih  in '  his 

^^^  '^eath.'*     We  are  apt  to  ^tdl  the  hd|J- 

'  j)!fieft  of  the  people  whb  ha*d  aiec^fs* 'tb4 

pei^nal  kribwledge  of  Jefiis.    Thd'kj^ftle 

^felwa^'6f  another  m^^        ^^TR^VklSut 

khowiii^'fiirii  afterth^fl'effi;   a^flg-h^ 

valued 
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^i^Btd  very:  little.     We  have  aU  that  wcl 
cfxald  have,  known,  of  him  bj  fuch  per-. 
lpWRl*pqu4int^ce.v8[ith  theman  Jefus^  in^ 
tJxe  aajount^  that  are  left  us  of  all  tliat 
h^.  began,  to  4o  f  i^  tofuffer,   by  four  ear 
and  fijcwltncffcsy    and  greatly  ijiore  by 
)^s  death,  refurredlipn,  and  the  glpry  that 
foUawed  ;  for  his  hiftory  has  this,  fingula- 
rityifli  it^  that  his  life  and  death,   which 
include  the  whole  hiftory  of  other  men, 
VO^k^  but  a  fmall  part  of  his.     We  are  led 
pf^ik  before  the  beginning  of  this  world, 
^j;id= forward,  as  much  beyond  the  end  of 
iti^.iup  that  immenfe  eternity  which  none 
liijL^  ..he.  who  inhabits  it  can  comprehend,. 
J^d  as  we  find  the  Apoftle  pitching  par- 
^oularly  upon  his  crofs,  as  what  aloiie  he 
<dboie.to  boaft  and  glory  in,  it  is  there  we 
£haU  find  the  moft  advantageous  fituation 
for  taking  a  diftindl  view  of  hinct  whom 
:< wre  are  ib  much  concerned  to  know,  and 
^fj^cficc  to  gather  his  true  charadler  on,  fuch 
(^rtaiet  ifa^s  as  may  be  fafely  depended 
^ftppn^ ;  Aijid  theuge  fee  wliat  regards  wq  owe 
Jiim,  aud.what  we  have  to.  hope  or  to  fear 
.ff:9WhiJmi;    that  is,.  XP  fojxa  fucjl]^ /enti- 
jQoy50^rQj^bimAs.l^              re^ulatp  and 
sip,fl\i^^iicQ  our  copduj6l  f^id  jpt^h^viour  to- 
h^ux^  N  2 r^  wards 
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wards  him,  in  fuch  an  eafy  and  natural 
way  as  we  are  accuftomed  to  in  fimilar 
cafes  among  men.  For  herein  lies  the  'ex- 
cellency of  the  way  that  God  has  chof(?ii 
to  difpenfe  his  grace,  that  it  is  fnitcd  to 
the  frame  and  conftitution  of  the  human 
nature  with  an  exadtnefs  which  none  could 
reach  but  the  creator,  who  underftopd  it 
perfedlly ;  which,  by  ^he  way,  is  no  con- 
temptible evidence  of  its  divine  original. 

I  need  fay  nothing  of  the  death  of  die 
crofs,  which  is  fo  well  known  to  have 
b^n  the  moft  infamous,  fliameful,  .and 
painful,  that  the  utmoft  ingenuity  of  hu- 
man crui^lty  could  invent  ;  a  kind  of 
death  which  none  *  were  fubjecfled  to  but 
the  very  bafeft  and  vileft  of  mankind; 
and  yet  his  previous  barbarous  and  cruel 
mockings,  watchings,^  and  fcourgihgs, 
greatly  enhanced  his  fufferings ;  to  all 
which  we  may  add,  another  kind  of  fuf^ 
ferings,  which  was  not  fubjecfled  to  human 
perception,  viz.  the  weight  and  burden  of 
the  fins  of  the  world,  which  he  had  taken 
upon  himfelf,  to  put  them  away. 
^  Such  a  death  as  this  muft  very  natural- 
ly put  any  man  of  common  humanity  to 
ftik,  what  could  be  the  crimes  that  defer- 

ved 
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ifCd'to  be  expiated  by  fuch  a'  horrible  pu^*' 
fnl&tnent  ?  But  how  muft  he  be  furprifed 
tD  £nd,  that  hfe  had  pafled  the  whole  of 
hi^life  in  futh  perfedl  iftnocence,  as  never 
anoither  man  did  either  before  or  after 
him;  that  from  his  birth  to  his  death,  he* 
Biever  either  did  or  faid  a  wrong  thing ; 
inibmuch  that  his  bittereft  enemies,  whea 
challenged  openly  by  him  to  convi(ft  him 
of  any  one  fin,  had  nothing  to  anfwer; 
and  even  thofe  who,  in  the  flxength  of  an 
ignorant  mob,  clamoured  him  to  deaths- 
had  nothing  to  charge  him  with,  but  his 
faying,  (what  their  own  Mefliah  muft 
have  faid  whenever  he  appeared  among 
them),  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God  ? 

»  But  how  much  more  furprifed  muft  anj^ 
man  of  common  refledlion  be,  when  he 
comes  to  be  informed,  (as  we  are  moft 
certainly  informed),  that  he  was  a  man  of 
the  moft  tender  compaflion,  and  the  great- 
eft  and  moft  difinterefted  beneficence  to. 
mankind,  which  he  never  milTed  an  op-r 
poTtunity  of  exerting ;  fq  that  none  wh6 
ever  applied  to  him  w^re  fent  away  with-* 
oHQt  itheir  ^errand ;  and  in  many  inftancei^ 
heofiered  hisaflSftance,  and  gave  relief, 
without  bcingiajQted,  or  any  ho.w  applied 
/^  ^  •  to 


tofoi?>it;  that  he  coiifecraf:ed  himfelf  ^^ 
tirely  to  th<3.  noble  ^bulinefs  of  4oing  gof>fl 
:^ht  and  day,  withput  aay  the  leafl  ad-»^ 
Kiantage  to  himfdf ;  tjbat^  after  all,  th§  ver. 
ry  foxos^  %nd  birds  of  the  air,  wqre  better^ 
provided  m  wqrldly  accommodations>? 
,  ,^\i%  the  wpnder  muft  fife  aboye  the^ 
higheil  aflonifhmoat^    to  find  what   air; 
mighxy-^like  power  he  fliewed  forth  on 
thefe  occafiona.     He  healed  ^11  manner  of 
difeafes  and  ailments  qf  every  kind ;  mofl; 
q£  which  were  incurable  by  the  moft  Ikil-* 
ful  phyficians :  he  opened  the  ears  of  the 
deaf,    gave  eyes  to   fuch   fis   were   bora 
blibd,  and  limbs  to  the  maimed:     nay,^ 
he  carried  his  power  higher,  and  fhowed 
iuch  an  abfolute  command  over  all  the 
pbwers  of  nature,   that   even  the  winds, 
ajxd  feas,  the  moft  boifterous  of  all,  obey^ 
ed  his  orders ;    and  thfe  devils  themfelve§. 
were  fo  fubjeA  to  his  authority,  that  jthey 
dwft  not  fo  much   as  enter  into  a  few 
ferine  without  his  leave  and  penqiiffion.  . 
.-The. manner  in  which  aH/  thefe.  things 
\if^j-e  done  by  hiqi  was  yet,  if,  ^y  thing 
^uld  be  fo^more  wonderful  thaathe  things 
jthemfelves ;    They  were  ah3»c4l;,,al][  done 
if^ithpu^  the  intervci^tipn  ^ojf ,  ^ixy  .fqieftns^ 
.  ♦  /  but 
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XrSLt  (as  all  things  were  firft  brought  into 
being)  by  a  bare  word  of  command  :  and 
when  at  any  time  he  made  ufe  of  zxxf 
tiling  like  nieatis,  it  was  either  ^  mere 
tdueh,  or  what  in  its  nature  feemed  ra- 
ther to  threaten  a  contrary  effedlj  and  04 
tHree  feveral  perfons  he  exierted  a  power 
which  muft  be  acknowledged  peculiat 
to  the  creator,  viz.  raifing  the  dead  j  oiiie 
of  whom  had  been  fo  long  buried,  tJiait 
Ms  neareft  relations  concluded  his  body 
tnuft  be  putrified. 

But  his  benefadlions  were  not  clronfiiied 
merely,  or  even  chiefly,  to  the  bodies  of 
men  ;    his  bufinefs  lay  efpecially  in  in- 
ftru<Sing  them  in  the  things  which  con-' 
cemed  the  kingdom  of  God ;  and  in  this 
great  work  he  was  abfolutely  indefatiga- 
ble.    It  is  needlefs  to  mention  particular 
inftahces ;  the  gofpels   are  full   of  thenfc 
And  there  was  fomething  fo  Angular  in  his 
mai^ner  of  teaching,  that  even  his  commoh 
hearers   were  aftonifhed  at   it :   *^  Foi*  tlfe 
"  taught  as  one  having  authority,  and -not 
"  as  the  fcribes,"  the  learned  expounded 
6f  tA;b  law;;  'The  very  officers  wKo^  w^e 
fti!rf*  t5ci'a^J)rtKend  him;   c6uld  Wot' help 
biSriilg  wltn)6fs,''that  tnari'fpake 

'''''  like 
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.like  tiut  man^  and  litde  wonder,  wfaeoife 
comes  to  be  knoWn  and  con£dered  who  he 
^ally  was.  , 

Nicodemus's  conclufion  was   evidently 
juft,  and  the  lowed  that  could  be  naade 
from  fuch  fads  as  thefe,  vizi    "  That  he 
"  was  a  teacher  fent  from  God*"     Thf 
reafon  he  gave  for  it  was  Convincingly 
good ;  fdr  affnredly  "  none  could  do  the 
"  works  which  he  did^   Unlefs  God  wasr 
"  with  hinii"     This  gives  every  thing  hef 
afferted  tke  weight  and  authority  of  a  di- 
vine oracle ;   and  the  Jew.s  conclufion  was 
no  lefs  evidently  falftj   viz^  That  his  te- 
ilimony  was  not  true,  becaufe  "  he  tefti-« 
^^  fied  of  himfelf."     Whereas  indeed,  tha' 
his  teftimony  had  been  fingle,   yet  being 
fupported  by  fuch  miracles^  it  deferved  all 
the  regard  that  was  due  to  a  divine  teftimony: 
And  accordingly  wc  find  him  oftener  than 
once  appealing  to  the  works  which  he  did, 
as  a  fufficient  evidence  and  teftimony  gi-r 
ven  for  tlie  truth  of  all  his  pretenfions. 
But  however  that  was  abundantly .  fuffi*- 
cient,  it  was  not  the  only  way  by  which 
God  tcftified  concerning  him.   He  teftified 
by  John,  whom  all  acknowledged  to  be  a 
prophet :  and  he  teftified  yet  more  direiflly 
by  a  voice  from  heaven,  *'  This  is  my  be- 

"  loved 
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^'dofvd  3ob;iviii  whom  I  am  well  plca£xl^ 
**'  Iwar  him.!'  This  gives  the  divine  fknc* 
tion  to  every  word  he  fpake,  and  verificif 
wliat'he  faid  of  himfclf,  "  He  that  recci- 
'^"Vcth  tne^  «rcceiveth  him  that  fcnt  me:**, 
iadiifi  inuft  be  the  fame  in  the  caiie  of  re^ 
jcding  him; 

The  great  truth  which  himfelf  fays*  ho 
came  into  the  world  to  bear  witncfs  to> 
was  a  very  comprehenfive  one ;  cxprefll-d 
ihortly  in  this,  That  he  was  the  very 
Chrift,  the  Mefliah,  or  anointed  One,  fb 
long  promifed  and  prophefied  of,  whom 
the  very  people  who  oppofed  him  profcffed 
to  be  looking  and  waiting  for.  But  there 
was  another  truth  implied  in  that,  which 
they  could  by  no  means  bear  the  thoughts 
a£>  viz.  that  the  true  Mcffiah  was  not  at 
all  fuch  a  perfon  as"  they  fondly  expeded. 
Jle  was  indeed  to  be  a  great  king,  infi- 
nitely greater  than  they  could  imagine : 
but  l^^s  kingdom  was  not  of  this  world  ; 
and  therefore,  either  all  purely  fpiritual,, 
as  it  is  during  a  prefcnt  life  in  the  hearts. 
and  fpirits  of  men ;  or  rcferve<l  for  a  future 
ilate,  and  to  be  entered  upon  by  the  rcn. 
iurredlion  of  the  body  in  the  world  to- 
come.  And  thus  we  are  led  back  to  the 
VjOL.II,  0  accounts 
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accounts  we  have  given  us  of  him  by  the 
Old-Teftamcnt  writers,  which  I  cannot 
ftand  here  to  give  any  particular  account 
of ;  for.  this,  in  eflFfedl,  would  be  to  tran- 
fcribe  all  that  Mofes,  and  the  prophets, 
and  pfalms,  have  faid  of  him,  from  the 
firft  mention  of  the  feed  of  the  woman, 
to  what  Malachi  clofes  with,  "  The  Lord 
'^  fuddenly  coming  to  his  temple." 

It  will  be  proper  however  to  obfervej 
that  the  leading  charadler  of  the  Mefliah, 
in  which  all  that  is  teflified  concerning 
him  lies,  is  the  feed  of  the  woman  bruifing 
the  ferpent's  head,  and  Abraham's  feed, 
in  whom  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
Ihould  be  bfeffed :  and  if  we  know  what 
blefling  is,  and  it  was  explained  to  Abra-- 
ham,  we  will  need  no  more  to  lead  us  into 
proper  conceptions  of  him ;  for  thus  we 
find  the  blefling  ftands,  *'  I  am  thy  portion, 
*'  and  exceeding  great  reward;"  which 
comprehends  infinitely  more  than  any  lan- 
guage can  exprefs ;  the  very  fame  that  is 
fo  often  called  eternal  life  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment.  He  is  fet  forth  in  a  variety  of  cha-^ 
radlers  for  anfwering  the  various  neceflitiesi 
of  mankind.  Mofes  fpeaks  of  him  as  fo 
greaj:  a  prophet,  that  whofoever  did  not 

hear 
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hear  Mm  fhould  be  abfolutely  deftroyed, 
and  that  without  remedy.  David  fpeaks 
of  him  as  a  prieft  of  a  very  fingular 
and  extraordinary  kind;  conftituted  by 
the  great  fovereign  of  heaven  and  earthy 
a  prieft  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek; 
and  conftituted  with  two  very  lingular  cir- 
cumftances,  that  he  was  appointed  a  prieft 
for  ever  ;  and  appointed  with  the  folemn 
oath  of  the  unchangeable  God,  who  ne- 
ver does,  nor  can  repent,  of  any  conftitu- 
tion  he  hath  made. 

The  reft  of  the  prophets  generally  re- 
prefent  him  in  two  very  diflFerent  views ; 
ibmetimes  in  the  condition  of  a  fervant, 
in  a  low  and  mean  eftate,  defpifed  and  re- 
jedted  of  men,  and  even  brought  down  to 
death  and  the  grave :  but  moft  frequently, 
in  all  the  pompous  glory  of  a  mighty  con- 
queror, and  an  univerfal  monarch  ;  and 
very  often  with  iiich  titles  and  royalties  as 
can  belong  to  none  but  the  fovereign  of 
theuniverfe;  nay,  frequently  as  Jehovah 
himfelf,  the  God  of  Ifrael.  We  find  Je- 
ftis  fpeaking  of  himfelf  precifely  in  the 
fame  manner;  as,  ^' fent  of  the  Father;'' 
**  receiving  a  conunandment  from  the  Fa- 
-**  thcr,  both  what  he  fliould  fpeak,  and 
::  .,  *       O  2  "  what 
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"  what  he  fliould  do;"    that  "he   did 
'^  nothing  of  himfelf;"  "did  not  feek 
**  his  own  glory,  nor  did  his  own  willj^* 
but  was  entirely  devoted  to  the  will  of  hina 
who  fent  him ;   and,  npon  the  whole,   de- 
clares himfelf  entirely  refigned  to  his  dif- 
pofal.    At  the  fame  time  he  fpoke  of  him- 
felf in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  moft  learn- 
ed among  the  Jews  concluded  that  he  made 
himfelf  God.     This  they  inferred  from  his 
always  fpeaking  of  God  as  his  father,  and 
himfelf  as  his  fon.     And  in  common  fenfe 
their   conftnidlion   was   right ;    efpecially 
when  we  find  him  afTuming  to  himfelf  e* 
very  name,   every  title,  and  every  work^ 
by  which  God  is  diftinguilhed  from  the 
creature ;   that  he  knew  the  fecrets  of  e- 
very  heart,    and  needed  no  information  a- 
bout  even  thofe  who   were   the   greateft  ^ 
ftrangers  to  him  ;  that  he  took  upon  him 
profefTedly  to  forgive  fin  ;    that  he  pro- 
fefled  to  have  life  in  himfelf,   even  as  the 
Father  had  ;   and  that  whatfoever  the  Fa* 
ther  did,   he  did  alfo. 

The  Apoftle  John,  in  his  entrance  up- 
on the  hiftory  he  has  left  us  of  him,  folves 
the  myftery,  and  makes  all  plain  and  coii- 
fiftent,    -He  tells  us  there  of  a  certain  di- 
vine 
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lane  perfon,  whom  he  calls  by  a  name 
which  our  tranflators  render  The  Word; 
who,    he    fays,    was   in  the   beginning; 
which  mnft  mean,   before  any  thing  was 
created;    that  "  he  was  with  God,   and 
"  that  he  himfelf  was  God;"   "  that  by 
"  him  all  things  were  made;'*   and  left 
any  ihould  imagine  that  he  himfelf  was 
made,   he  adds,  that  "  nothing  that  was 
**  made,"   no  created  thing,   ^'  was  made 
**  without  him."     Another  apoftle  carries 
it  further  :   That  all  things  were  not  only 
created  by  him,  but  for  him;    that  by 
him  all  things  confift,    and  that  he  up- 
holdeth  all   things  by  the  word   of  his 
power.     This  eternal  Word  he  fays  was 
made  flejh^   or  rather  iftcamate,   and  ta- 
bernacled among  men ;  his  glory  was  vail- 
ed ;   but  not  fo  much  that  it  might  not  be 
difcovered  to  be  the  glory  of  the  only  be- 
gotten of  the  Father ;   and  fuch  a  fulnefs 
of  grace  and  truth  was  in  him,   as  could 
be  no  where  lodged  but  in  a  divine  perfon; 
This  leads  us  to  the  true  conftrudlion  of 
a  title  often  given  in  the  earlieft  ages  to  one 
who   appeared  in   the  form   of  a  man, 
but  at  the  fame  time  difcovered  himfelf 
either  by  his  words  or  adlions  to  be  Jeho- 
vah, 
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vah,    the    God    of    Abraham,    and   tke 
Ifraelitifh  nation.     Our  tranflators  render 
it  always  the  angel  of  the  Lord^   the  title 
commonly  given  to  that  order  of  creatures. 
Thefc  are  fimply  called  angels ^  but  I  doubt 
if  this  title  is  ever  given  to  any  but  that 
one  diftinguilhed  divine  perfon.    Literally 
rendered   it  is,    the   angelj    that  is,   the 
meflenger,  he  who  is  fent,   or  the  i^ent 
Jehovah:  A   very  fignificant   defcription 
of  that  divine  agent,  whofe  province  it  is 
to  deal  immediately  and  directly  with  the 
Weature,  and  particularly  with  man ;  the 
one  mediator  between  God  and  man  j  the 
fame  who  has  been,  not  without  good  ap- 
pearance of  reafon,  thought  defigned  by 
two  titles  we  find  often  mentioned.  The 
Wordy  and,  -The  Name  of  Jehovah ^  often 
with  fuch  aiS^ions  afcribed  to  him  they  be- 
Jpng  to,    as  can  be  given  to  none  but  a  di- 
vine perfon. 

This  point  was  ftrongly  difputed  be-^ 
tween  Jefiis  and  his  difciples  on  one  fide, 
and  the  Jewifh  rulers  on  the  other.  The 
laft  thought  they  had  certainly  gained  their 
point  when  they  had  him  crucified,  buried, 
and  a  feal  fet  upon  his  grave.  But  it  came 
out  quite  otherwile.     He  had  faid  bciforc; 

his 
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ius  death,  what  no  creature  could  fay, 
"  that  he  had  power  to  lay  down  his  life^ 
**  and  power  to  take  it  up  again ; "  and  had  ' 
accordingly  foretold  that  he  would  do  fo ; 
adding  withal,  that  no  man  had  power  to 
take  his  life  from  him ;  and  that  certainly 
was  what  no  mere  man  could  fay.  But 
the  event  juftified  both,  and  confounded 
his  oppofers  :  for  he  was  declared  to  be 
tiie  Son  of  God  with  power  by  his  refur- 
region  from  the  dead ;  a  facSl  which  was 
ib  flxongly  attefted  by  great  numbers  who 
iaw  and  knew  him,  that  the  truth  of  it 
could  not  be  difputed. 

There  was  another  thing  he  promifed 
his  difciples  when  he  was  going  to  leave 
them,  infinitely  above  the  higheft  created 
power,  and  which  none  but  God,  the  mod 
high  God,  could  perform.  When  they 
were  overwhelmed  with  grief  on  what  he 
had  faid  to  them  concerning  his  leaving 
them,  he  told  them,  that  ^*  he  would  fend 
^*  them  another  comforter ;  the  Spirit  of 
*'  truth;"  the  very  Spirit  of  God.  He 
fays  indeed,  "  he  would  alk  the  Father^ 
^*  and  he  would  fend  him;''  that  was  great; 
hut  we  find  him  in  plain  tenns  taking  it 
\ipOQ.  himfelft    And  in  what  an  aftonilh* 

ing 
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ing^ntanrier  this  was  fklfiflea  dn^tM^'^felj* 
of  PenteCoft  it  is  needlcks'  to  f4y^\»N^ 
have  it  fo  fully  related :  and  there  ^^i^ 
have  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  convincing*  &? 
vidence  of  the  comfortable  truth  he  aflfeftfil* 
to  his  difciples,  Matth.  xxviii,  i8.  *^  Thai^ 
*'  all  power  was  given  him  in  heaven  ttftf* 
."  in  earth;'*  and  "  that  the  Father  had 
*'  fo  loved  him  his  Son^  as  to  commit  11 
"  things  into  his  hand." 

By  this  fhort  fketch  of  our  Lord's  hifto-^ 
ry,  it  will  eafily  appear,  that  no  exception; 
can  be  taken  againfl  his  proper  and  efleii- 
tial  Deity  from  any  thing  he  has  faid  of  his 
Father's  being  greater  than  him,  or  hb.i9:-¥' 
ing  in  the  charader  of  his  Jeruantj  diFe<5tedl. 
and  bound  by  his  fupreme  authority^  &L^r 
It  might  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  it  rm9^i\ 
the  man  Jelus  who  fpoke  thefe  things;  <^ 
but  it  is  fully  taken  oflF  by  the  chara^?^ 
in  which  he  afted,  as  mediator  betweea.: 
Gtod  and  man;  by  which  office  he  wa3;j 
bound  to  execute  all  the  cqunfels  and  pur-  - 
pgfes  of:  grace,  mercy,  ^nd  Ipve,  to  nuu-ri. 
kind;  and  in  this  chafa(3;er,  as  God  an^ii 
man  united  in  oncpiarfpn,  to  rule  ^uqici  go-t  > 
verh  with,  all  divine  power  and^^uthprtQ^i 
during  ihc  prefect  .ftat;?.  of  tjiipgs,  wnftj. 
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tiipfldngdom  being  given  iip  tinto  the  Fa- 

ihcTi  Cod  ihall  be  all  in  all^   and  there 

ibftll  bie  no  further  bccai^on  for  fuch  a  dif^ 

tin<5lioii  of  divine  charadlers.  and  no  room 

U£t  for  that  which  gave  the  Son  that  fubor- 

diA^ition.on  which  thefe  expreflions  arc 

fimnded; 
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Chri/fs  Life  and  CharaHer  further  cmfidcred'^ 
as  an  Example. 

I*Havc  taken  hd  notice  of  the  birth  of 
this  extraordinary  perfon,  and  the 
wajr  in  which  he  entered  himfelf  among 
AdaAi's  (Children.  And  that  was  indeed 
triij  way  ki  extraordinary,  whether  we 
conJQder  the  very  mean  and  low  circum- 
ftances  whdrein  he  appeared  in  the  eye  of 
the  "^rorid,  or  the  Very  grand  ones  iix  thcf 
fcye^  of  all  that  were  capable  of  obferving 
ihefn;  The  manner  of  his  conception  by 
the  j^dwer  of  the  Moft  High  in  the  womb 
of  a  pufe  virgin,  the  heavenly  powers  ce^ 
lebrating  his  coming  into  the  world,  the 
wonderful  ftar  which  intimated  his  birth 
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to  the  remoteft  Eaft,  which  were  orcr- 
looked  by  thofe  who  had  the  beft  reaiba. 
to  attend  to  them ;  all  thefe  concurred  to  at>- 
teft  his  greatnefs  in  the  lowed  and  mod  con- 
temptible outward  circumftances ;  though 
thefe  laft,  at  the  fame  time,  were  every  way 
as  proper,  as  it  behoved  him  to  be  made 
like  unto  his  brethren  the  fons  of  Adam,  in 
their  lowed  date  of  abafement,  iij(i  only 
excepted, 

I  need  not  obferve,  that  it  is  from 
the  terms  in  which  the  angels  deliver- 
ed the  intimation  of  his  birth  to  the  fhcp- 
herds,  as  "  glad  tidings  of  great  joy," 
that  the  name  was  taken  which  denomi** 
nated  the  publidiing  of  thefe  fame  tiding^ 
to  the  world,  viz.  the  go/pel^  or  good  news 
concerning  Jefus  Chrid;  and  they  muft 
have  been  fuch  indeed  to  all  who  had  heard 
of  the  feed  in  whom  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  fhould  be  bleifed.  But  as  we  Gen- 
tiles were  aliens  from  the  commonwealth 
of  Ifrael,  and  drangers  to  the  covenants 
of  promifc,  we  could  not  have  knovni 
how  good  the  news  were,  until  we  were 
acquainted  with  his  character,  and  how 
touch  the  happinels  of  mankind  depended 
on  him.  Hence  the  word  has  been  ex- 
tended 
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tended  to  tak;e  in  the  whole  of  what  wc 
#r«  taught  to  believe  concerning  Chrift, 
and  the  ends  and  purpofes  for  which  he 
Oime  into  the  world.    And  thus  the  whole 
ojc  that  record  which  God  has  made  con- 
cerning his  Son,  is  called  x\x(^  go/pel  of  Chrifi^ 
The  angels,  fong  contains  the  fub.ftanqe 
pf  it  J   the  uniting  of  two  things,  which, 
to  all  created  wifdom,  nauft  have  appeared 
abfolutely  incompatible  ;    **  Glory  to  God 
**  in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth  peace,  and 
^*  good  will  towards  men,"     The  doubt 
"which  put  even  Solomon's  faith  to  a  lland, 
all  things  confidered,  was  a  very  puzzling 
ontj  '"  Will  God  in  very  deed  dwcU  with 
**  men  upon  earth  ?  '*   and  who  could  have 
reiblved  it  in  the  affirmi\tive,   had  it  not 
/|>een  for  the  appearance  of  Jefus  Chrift  J 
In  his  perfon,  God  has  condefccnded  to 
unite  himfelf  to  man  in  fuch  a  manner, 
^S)  even  if  we  knew  no  more  of  him,  muft 
give  ground  to  expcA  fome  very  great  ad- 
jyantagc  from  this  Angular   honour  done 
pur  nature ;   the  neareft  approach  the  cre- 
mator can  make  to.  the  creature.     But  none^ 
tlurft  have  prefumed  to  carry  their, expec- 
tations fo  high  as  ouir  Lord  did  in  his  laft 
prayer,  wlierc  we  find  hirn  improving  it 
P  2  to 
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tQ  eftlblifh  fucli  an  union  between  God 
and  all  who  believe  in  him,  as  fhall  make 
them  one  in  the  Father  and  the  Son,  In 
this  grand  point  all  the  counfels  of  God 
terminate ;  and  there  the  human  nature  is 
exalted  to  the  lugheft  pitqh  of  perfedioa 
and  happinefs,  far  above  what  the  moft 
fanguine  advocates  for  the  dignity  of  it 
could  ever  irnagine. 

The  firft  ftep  that  can  be  taken  toward 
this,  muft  be  what  our  Lord  fays  is  eternal 
life,  viz,  "  to  know  the  only  true  God."  The 
beft  defcription  that  can  be  made  of  an  inr 
tifible  being  muft  labour  under  many  de- 
fbiSls,  and  hardly  make  any  impreffion  on 
creatiures  of  oar  make ;  unlefs  it  be  illuftra- 
ted  and  confirmed  by  fcnfible  fads.  His  €-•■ 
temal  power  and  Godhead  are  clearly  feen 
from  the  creation  of  the  world,  being  un- 
derftood  by  the  things  that  he  hath  laade ; 
but  what  we  have  either  to  hope  or  fear 
from  him  needs  farther  illuftration  ;  and 
Upon  the  whole,  we  need  to  have.  Ibmc. 
iriaage  or  model  to  form  our  apprehenfioni 
upon.  The  old  image  given  us  in  man  is 
Ip^  greatly  defaced,  that  it  is  in  danger  of 
dwkening  inftead  of  illuftrating  the  divind 
perfcdioiis*  In  Jefus  Chrift/we  haye  4 
lete  one.     He  is  the  image  of  the  in- 

la 
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Ijjfible  God,  fo  complete,  tMt  whofocvw 
)uKS  feen  and  known  him,  muft  alfo  fed 
arid  know  the  Father,  It  muft  be  fo  j  for- 
ander  that  vail  of  human  flcfh  which  he 
^flmoed,  God  really  dwelt ;  afad  whatever 
^  did  OF  faid,  the  Father  was  always  well 
pdaafed  with  him  :  and  it  could  not  be  o* 
tiierwife ;  for  he  neither  did  nor  faid  any 
thing',  but  what  he  had  in  commandment 
from  the  Father, 

1=  We  need  iky  nothing  of  the  fpecimens 
he  gave  of  almighty  creating  power,  which 
he  ihewed  forth  in  the  miracles  which  he 
wrought ;  nor  of  perfedl  knowledge  and 
wifciom,  that  he  could  never  be  miftakea 
in  any  of  his  meafures,  Goodnefs  is  the 
attribute  we  are  moft  naturally  interefted 
in  J  and  there  is  not  one  more  generally 
mift^en.  Our  indigence  makes  us  confi-^ 
der  beneficence  as  at  leaft  a  neceffary  in- 
gredient,- if  not  the  very  effence  of  it,:asr 
if  God  could  not  be  good  unlefs  he  made 
every  creature  as  happy  as  he  can.  This 
tt  firft  fight  appears  fiich  an  abfiirdity, 
that  no  body  will  profefs  it.  But  many 
are  loath  to  allow,  that  a  good  God  will 
foBkr  any  creature  of  his  to  be  finally  mi-^ 
&rable.     But  fo  far  is  perfeft  goodnefs 


H8  Christ  confidered        Ch.VI, 

from  fuch  a  tendency,  that  it  is  really  thQ 
moil  terrible  charadler  that  can  be,  to  a  bad 
being;   even  more  fo  than . juftice  itfelfj^ 
which  is  only  a  certain  modification  of 
goodnefs.     Perfed  goodnefs  cannot,  l)ear 
evil,  but  muft  root  it  out  of  his  worlds 
and  abfplutely  deftroy  it,     It  is  that  very 
work  of  the  devil  the  Son  of  God  came  tq 
deftroy.  And  as  there  is  nq  real  evil  in  th^ 
world  but  fin,  there  are  only  two  ways  in 
which  it  can  be  deftroyed :  the  firft  is^  by 
making  a  fep?u:ation  between  the  i^nner 
und  his  fin,  and  thus  deftroying  fin,  ;ind 
faving  the  finner ;  or  where  that  is  not  ^-^ 
feded,  by  deftroying  the  finner  and  fia 
togetho*.     Now,  it  is  the  very  bufinefs  for 
which  our  Lord  came  into  the  world,  tQ. 
iave  his  people  from  their  fins.    But  when 
men  vdll  not  come  to  him  that  they  may 
have  life,    he    has   declared  plainly   the 
judgement  he  will  certainly  give  againft 
^em,  "  even  everlafting  deftruclion  from 
**  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  the  glory 
**  of  his  power." 

'  It  muft  therefore  be  but  a  very  fmall 
gleam  of  hope  that  can  be  gathered  from 
diis  general  view  of  the  divine  goodnefs. 
It  is  from  the  riches  of  fovereign  grace, 
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tnercy,  and  compaffion,  that  the  hope  of 
fiich  creatures  as  we  are,  poor  helplefs  fin- 
ncrs,  muft  fpring.  Thefe  are  views  of  God 
which  are  no  where  to  be  had  but  in  Je- 
fbis  Chrift ;  and  there  they  are  all  to  be  feea 
in  their  greated  perfcdlion,    fuch  as  not 
only  gives  hope,    but  the  ftrongcft  affu- 
lance  in   the    moft    defperate-like   ftate 
which  a  fuiner  can  pofTibly  be  in.     For 
when    we    look    further    into    this    his 
amiable  image,    we   muft   perceive    the 
higheft  benevolence,  kindnefs,  and  good- 
will to  mankind;   fuch  a  tendemefs  of 
fympathy     and    compaflion,     and    fuch 
bountiful  and  dinnterefled  beneficence,  as 
the  world  never  had  one  inflance  of ;    e« 
'  vet  ready  to  inftruiSl  the  ignorant,  to  re- 
lieve the  miferable  and  wretched,  and  to 
heal  every  ailment  of  body  or  mind  ;   no 
cafe  fo  defperate  as  to  exceed  his  power, 
nor  any  finner  fo  vile  as  to  be  below  his 
notice.     Seven  devils,    or  even  a  legion, 
po0e{ling  one  pcrfon,    did  not  hinder  the 
iinner's  acceptance ;  and  the  grcatnefs  of 
the  fins  which  were  forgiven,  only  made 
the  finner  to  love  him  more. 

All  the  cures  he  performed  cither  on 
the  fouls  or  bodies  of  men,  with  all  their 
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Mdeafing  cifrainiilanceS)  which  were  very^ 
nwiy,  are  lb  many  pidhires^  if  we  may 
cxprefs  it  fd,.  of  the  lAijcLd  of  God.  His 
marvellous  love  and  kindnefs  to  mankind^ 
ind  his  tender  mercies,  which  have  becni 
foir  ever  of  old^ 

There  was   one  thing  furthd*  in  th^ 
condu6l:  of  Jeflis  which  deferves  our  par- 
ticular hotide,  viz.  the  abfblute  conteinpt 
which  he  fliowed  of  all  thdfe  things  which 
'  flie  world  are  fb  madly  fond  of;  the  rich- 
es and  honours,  the  power  and  glory^  and 
all  the  plealiires  and  enjoyments  of  a  pre- 
lent  life.  And  this  fliewed  at  once  how  con- 
temptible all  thefe  things  are  in  God's  eye, 
and  how  thtich  they  aire  below  the  regard 
of  a  perfedl  man ;  fo  that  our  fondnefs  fot 
any  the  moft  agreeable  of  them,   inftead 
of  being  ah  accomplifhment^  is  a  fnre  c- 
vidence  of  the  degenerate  bafenefs  df  a 
inind  fiihk  greatly  below  the  flandard  al- 
lotted by  the  creator; 

This  leads  us  fofrward  to  another  inva- 
luable advantage  we  have  in  the  charadler 
of  Jeflis  Chrift,  viz.  a  pattern  of  perffecr^ 
tion,  which  we  may  fafely  follow,  and  the 
6iily  one  we  may  follow  without  excep- 
tioil.     For  there  we  fee  how  God  himielf 
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wlicn^ain^g  Mfeii^^4n  tkc  perfon  of  Jeftis 
Cffrift*  He  hot  only  brought  life  and  mt- 
mortality  into  open  light  by  his  refiirrec- 
fton:  fironi  the  dekd,  but  opened  up;  and 
went  before,  as  the. captain  of  falvation, 
in  the  way  that  leads  to  that  eternal  life, 
fetting  an  example  that  we  may  follow  ihis 
fteps.'  And  accordingly  we  find,  tlxat  in 
all  the  diredlions  he  gave  for  entering  int;o 
life,  this  was  always  the  concluding  p^rt, 
follow  me.  And  thence  he  lays  it  do\|ra 
ais  a  general  rule,  "  If  any  man  ferve^me, 
:*^  let  him  follow  me  ;  and  where  I  am, 
**  ^here  fliall  alfo  my  fervant  be."  And  the 
^lioftle  John  fpeaks  the  fame  language: ; 
**  He  that  faith  he  abideth  in  him,  ought 
!^  himfelf  alfo  fo  to  walk,  even  as  l>,e 
]'^  walked." 

•  This  is  a  matt^i*  of  the  utmoft  import-; 
imce,'  and  is  not  to  be  accompUflied  by 
obferving  fome  one  or  more  pieces  of  his 
example,  or  to  copy  from  thence  this  or 
!!»  other  virtue,  as  I  have  heard  fome 
fpeak.  The  whole  muft  bq  taken  toge- 
iiict*r  and^.  as  the  Apoftle  wifely  direct?, 
~  ^  the  fame  .  mind  muft  be  in  us  that  was 
f-in  Ghrifl:  Jefuaj"  and,  ag  another  advj- 
i)  .VohAl.  Q^  fes, 
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fes,  ^^  Arm  ourfelves  with  the  fame  mind 
*'  which  was  in  him  when  he  fiiffered  for 
"  us  in  the  flefhi"  A  large  fields  and  which 
deferves  to  be  very  particularly  confidered^ 
as  indeed  it  takes  in  the  whole  fyftem  of 
praiSlical  Chriftianity.  I  can  only  point  out 
a  few  generals,  which  will  give  fome  no-*- 
tion  of  the  whole. 

And  here,  in  the  firft  place,  if  we  mind 
to  follow  him,  we  muft  fet  out  upon  the 
fame  principles  of  truth  he  did.  We  can-^ 
not  indeed  propofe  to  attain  fuch  com- 
prehenfive  views  as  he  had  of  the  fpiritual 
and  eternal  world  j  without  which,  it  i& 
impoffible  to  attain  any  right  knowledge 
of  the  prefent  one  in  which  we  live :  but 
he  has  given  us  his  mind  concerning  both 
the  one  and  the  other ;  and  if  we  dare  be^ 
lieve  his  teftimony,  we  fhall  fee  both  ift 
the  fame  light  in  which  he,  who  perfectly 
underftood  them,  did ;  efpecially  with  tht 
advantage  which  we  have  of  his  example, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  treated  both^ 
the  contempt  he  always  fhowed  for  a  pre^ 
fent  world,  and  the  high  regard  he  had  to 
his  heavenly  Father,  and  the  glory  of  the 
unfeen  eternal  world.  It  is  only  by  this 
teftimony  that  we  can  know  any  rfiing  of 
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&itk  unfcen  things,  and  exadlly  as  the 
ftrength  of  our  faith  or  belief  of  this  te- 
ftimony  is,  fuch  will  be  our  conformity 
to  his  views  of  thefe  things. 

But   his    was   not  a   mere    fpeculatiyp 
inowledge  of  them,   it  was  reduced  into 
a  fyftem  of  perfedl  wifdom.     All  his  fen- 
tiihents    were    formed   on   his   infallible 
views  of  truth,  fo  that  he  could  never  be 
miftaken;  and  all  his  judgements,  both  of 
perfons  and  things,   were  equally  infalli- 
ble.    This  is  fuch  a  perfecSlion  as  no  other 
man  can  pretend  to.     But  all  oiu*  fenti- 
inents,  that  is,  our  way  of  thinking  and 
judging  of  things,    muft  be  formed  up- 
t)n   the   fame   ftandard ;    to    efteem    and 
defpife,    to  love  and  hate,    to  hope  and 
fear,  &c.  and  of  courfe  to  purfue  and  a- 
void   every  thing,  juft  as  he  did  before 
us.     Here  our  wifdom  lies,   and  this   is 
the  only  cure  for  our  natural  folly.     He 
who  fees  things  as  he  did,  the  truth,  rea- 
lity,   and  worth  of  eternal  and  unfeea 
things,    and  has  his  heart  and  affedlions 
formed  upon  them,    Djlxft   entertain  the 
iame  contempt  he  had  of  all  that  a  pre- 
fent  world  has  either  to  allure  or  frighten 
tis  with,     Where-ever  the  love  of  God  is 
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^  fhed  abroad  in  the  -heart  as  ^to  become 
the  ruling  principle,  there  the  world  lofeg 
its  hold ;  the  light  of  hi&  glory,  as  it  fhines 
in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  cafts  ihame  and 
difgrace  on  all  worldly  glory. 
.  There  was  one  thing  our  Lord  was 
mod  remarkable  in,  and  which  makes  a 
great  part  of  the  pattern  he  hath  fet 
ns  ;  I  mean,  his  perfedl  felf-denial,  and 
abfolute  refignation  to  his  heavenly  Fa* 
ther  s  will,  and  the  moft  perfeA  ac-» 
quiefcence  in  it.  Thus  we  find  him  al- 
vi2Ljs  profeffing,  that  he  came  not  into 
the  world  to  do  his  own  will,  but  the 
will  of  him  that  fent  him.  Nor  did  he  er- 
ever  feek  his  own  glory,  but  his  heavenly 
Father's ;  and  to  this  great  end  the  whole 
bufinefs  of  his  life  was  devoted.  The  A* 
poftle  fets  this  felf-denial  and  refignation 
in  a  very  ftrong  fight,  by  the  high  rank 
which  he  held:  For  "  though  he  was  in  the 
**  form  of  God,"  and  pofleflTed  all  the  glory 
and  blelTednefs  which  belong  to  fiich  an  ex-r- 
alted  ftation  j  yet  he  willingly  "  made  him-*- 
^*  felf  of  no  reputation,  was  found  in  fa-«- 
•*  ihion  as  a  man,  took  upon  him  the  form 
^*  of  a  fervant,"  and  fubmitted  to  all  the  J(br- 
rows  and  fufferings  that  could  take  place 

without; 
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^thoutfin.  In  conformity  to  this,  he  taughd 
his  difciples  to  fay  in  their  prayers,  **  Thy 
^*  will  be  done;-'  and  made  it  the  firfV 
ftep  every  one  fhould  take  who  propofed 
to  follow  him,  **  To  deny  themfelves."  I 
do  but  juft  obferve  how  IhamefuUy  this 
precept,  or  rather  folemn  certification,  is 
commonly  trifled  away :  when  we  prevail 
virith  ourfelves  to  renounce  any  trifling 
gratification,  we  give  it  the  name  of  mpr-^ 
tification  znd  Jelf-deniaL  But  it  is  ourfelves 
vre  are  called  to  deny ;  and  it  i$  the  fleftii 
or  old  man,  all  that  we  are  by  Adam, 
which  we  arc  called  to  mortify,  refigning 
ourfelves  entirely  to  the  will  and  difpofaf 
of  our  heavenly  Father. 

What  our  blefled  pattern  adds  in  that 
certification  he  gave  his  hearers,  deter** 
mines  the  meaning  of  this  part,  and  car- 
ries the  refignation  recommended  ;by  his 
example  to  its  proper  height :  he  was  o^ 
bedient  to  the  death,  the  death  of  the 
crofs }  and  if  we  mean  to  follow  him,  we 
muft  do  as  he  did,  deny  ourfelves,  and 
take  up  our  crofs.  It  were  to  be  wilhed 
that  this  was  the  only  inftance  where  the 
fcripture-meaning  is  obfcured  or  mifta- 
ken,  by  applying  to  the  Words  the  fenfe 
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which  has  been  aflSixed  to  them  in  later 
times.     We  have,  I  know  not  how,  aflix- 
ed  the  name  of  croffes  to  the  little  ruffles 
we  meet  with  in  common  life;  and  when 
we  can  any  how  lubmit  without  fretting 
^smd  murmuring,  we  flatter  ourfelves  that 
we  have  fulfilled  his  command,  and  may 
pafs  among  his  foflowers.     But  the  words 
he  ufes  had  no  iuch  meaning  when  he  ut- 
tered them.     The  crofs  was  the  inftrument 
of  death ;  and  to  take  up  one's  crofs,  was 
to  adl  as  convidled  criminals  did,  fiibmit- 
ting  themfelves    to,  the  death    awarded 
them ;   and  as  that  is  the  cafe  of  every 
child  of  Adam,  nothing  lefs  can  be  meant 
by  it,    than  acknowledging  the  juftice  of 
the   fentence,    and  accordingly  refigning 
and  giving  up  the  life  which  it  ftrikes  at, 
{and  that  is  unqucftionably  all  the  life  we  , 
have  from  the  firft  Adam),  into  the  hands 
of  juftice,  to  be  deftroyed,  and  have  a  fi- 
nal end  put  to  it. 

This  is  a  very  hard  faying  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Adam ;  it  is  renouncing  and  gi- 
ving up  their  all ;  and  which  indeed  is 
impoflible  for  man  to  do,  but  in  the 
ftrength  of  that  faith  and  hope  through 
which  our  blefled  pattcara  endured  the 
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crofs,  and  defpifed  at  once  the  fhame  and 
the  torment,  becaufe  he  knew  that  it  was 
in  this  way  he  was  to  enter  into  his  glory. 
In  this  profpedl  he  chearfuUy  refigned 
himfelf  to  a  fcene  of  fufFerings,  fuch  as 
no  man,  either  before  or  after  him,  was 
or  could  be  expofed  to,  having  the  curfe 
which  iin  had  brought  on  all  the  children 
of  Adam,  the  whole  weight  and  burden 
of  it,  lying  upon  him ;  and  thus  "  being 
*•  made  perfect  through  fuflferings,  he  be- 
*•  came  the  author  of  eternal  falvation  to 
.^*  all  them  that  obey  him/' 

This  leads  us  into  a  further,  and,  if 
poQiblCy  a  more  interefting  view  of  Jefus 
•Chrift ;  as  in  him  vrc  have  not  only  life 
imd  immortality  fairly  brought  to  light,bui: 
the  foundations  of  faith  and  hope  laid  fo 
,  ftrong,  that  what  feemed  abfolutely  im- 
poffible  for  man  to  do,  becomes  the  cafieft 
and  mod  eligible  thing  in  the  world.  The 
refigning  and  giving  up  the  forfeited  life 
we  have  from  Adam  into  the  hands  of 
juftice,  comes  out  to  be  no  more  but  ex- 
changing it  for  one,  in  all  the  views  that 
can  be  taken  of  it,  infinitely  preferable ;  as 
if  a  condemned  criminal,  by  fiibmitting  to 
the  fentence,  ihould  come  to  the  poireilion 

of 
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of  *a  rich  inheritance ;    which  is  the  i^cry 
Comfortable  riew  that  the  Apoftle  gives  us 
of  this  change  :    ^^  We  know^  that  if  our 
•'  tarthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  were 
-   diflblved,  we  have  a  building  of  God, 
^*  a  houfe  not  made  with  hands,    eternal 
^*  in  the  heavens/*     And  furely  thofe  who 
have  fuch  a  profpedt,  will  be  longing  af- 
ter that  bleffed  hope.  '» 
•    Among  all  the  wife  and  gracious  puil*- 
pofes  which  were  anfwered  by  fixing  mail-^ 
kind  in  the   ftate  wherein  they  are   noi?^' 
found,    this  is  one  of  the  moft  gracioiiS 
and  beneficent,  That  every  man  muft,  if 
he  has  any  rcfledlion  at  all,    find  himfeif 
Ml  futh   circumftances,    as  that   nothing 
but  abfolutely  free  grace  can  relieve  hinr, 
and  that  it  is  abfolutely  impoflible  he  can 
live  any  other  way ;  and  it  is  really  afto-., 
lufhing,  that  any  man  of  conunon  fenfo 
could  ever  overlook  fuch  an  obvious  and 
important  truth,  or  entertain  the  leaft  fha- 
dow  of  hope  on  any  other  grounds. 
^  It  is  as  plain,  that  the  moft  high  God 
iriuft  be  abfolute  mafter  of  his  own  grace, 
to  give  or  to  with-holdhis  free  favours,  and 
to  extend  them  to  whom  he  pleafes,  and 
in  what  manner,  and  by  what  means^  he 
-*>        *'                                               pleafes. 
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jpleaics.  -  We  need  not,  for  fupporting  or 
lilluibrating  this  claim,  fuppofe,  that  the 
^eafov.  took  any  advantage  againfl  mani- 
^kind  from  the  tranfgreflion  of  their  firfl 
parents ;  much  lefs  that  he  acquired  any. 
3iew  rights  by  their  forfeiture.  The  cafe 
5prould  have  been  juft  the  fame  had  they 
been  all  created  in  the  fiate  they  are  now. 
in ;  only  we  fliould  have  wanted  that 
vramingr piece,  and  the  inflxvuStion  it  gives. 
jos^  how  impoffible  it  is  for  a  creature  to 
4ive  any  other  way,  than  by  the  mere 
grace  of  the  creator. 

'  The  native  and  neceffary  confequence 
*o£  this  is,  that  no  creature  can  have  any 
reafbn  to  expecfl  any  additional  favouf 
■whatfqeyer,  or  any  higher  ftation  in  Gqd  f 
Tfvorld,  than  that  which  h?  finds  himfelf 
^  in,  whether  placed  tliere  by  his  creator^ 
pr  which  he  himfelf  hath  chofeh  :  1  fay^ 
which  he  himfelf  hath  chofen ;  becaufe  it 
is.  not  o^ly  a  poilible,  but  a  very  common 
^afe  among  men,  to  fink  themfelves,  ei- 
ther by  indolence,  or  fomething  worfe, 
into  a  ftate  greatly  below  that  which  the 
I^QniUtutional  powers  the  creator  gave 
fhem,  might  either  have  kept  them  in,  or. 
I^fed  them  to.  And  furely  no  man  will 
^A[gull.  R  imagine^ 
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imagine,  that  the  creator  is  bound .  to  re^ 
pair  the  wafte  that  the  creature  hath  made^ 
Nothing  but  a  declaration  from  himfelf  o£ 
what  he  will  do  by  a  fovereignly  free  pro- 
mife,  can  warrant  any  fuch  expedlation. 

Such  a  promife,  or  ^  declaration  equir» 
valent  to  a  promife,  we  find  has  been  in, 
the  world  from  the  time  that  fin  and  death 
entered  together*  By  what  thp  Apoftle 
fays  to  Titus,  we  are  warranted  to  take  ic 
greatly  higher ;  for  he  fays  exprefsly,  that 
**  God,  who  cannot  lie,  promifcd  that  ve-? 
"  ry  eternal  life  which  they  had  the  hope 
^'  of ,  .  before  the  world  began.^^  And  that 
was  furely  before  Adam  had  finned,  er 
was  fo  much  as  created  :  And  it  is  levi-^ 
dent,  that  there  was  none  then  to  receive 
the  promife,  but  he  who  was  fet  up  fronx 
everlafling,  the  fame  who  appeared  in  dub 
time  in  the  perlbn  of  Jefiis  Chrift.  The 
fame  apoftle  confirms  it,  and  carries  it  yet 
further;  for  he  fays  to  Timothy,  and  fayS; 
it  as  an  acknowledged  truth  that  no  Chri-^ 
ftian  in  thofe  days  had  any  doubt  about^ 
that  this  grace  was  not  only  promifed^  but 
acflually  given  them  in  Chrrfi  Jefusi  in  than; 
antemundane  period.  ^ 

.  Our  Lord  gives  us  die  progrefs  of  this 
''^'-  r  promife^ 
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promife,  in  what  he  fays  of  it  to  his  dif^ 
ciples  under  another  notion,    very  com- 
mon with  him   and  his  apoftles,  the  kin^* 
dm  of  God^    the  kingdom  of  heaven^    and 
often  fimply,  the  kingdom ;  where,  he  fays, 
the  fnbjedls  are  all  admitted  to  eat  and 
drink  at  his  table ;  as  much  as  to  fay,  they 
are  abundantly  provided  out  of  his  ful- 
lids.     This  kingdom,  he  fays,  the  Father 
hath  appointed  to  him.     So  our  tranflators 
tender  it :  but  the  word,  in  the  original, 
fignifies    "  the  making   a  thing   over;" 
whether  by  free  gift,    or  on  certain  terms 
or  conditions,    it  does   not  fpecify.     By 
this  deed  of  the  Father,    he  has  the  pro- 
perty vefted  in  himfelf,  and  full  powers  to 
convey  it  to  whom  he  pleafes.     And  thus 
*'  it  pleafed  the  Father,    that  in  him  all 
"  fulnefs  Ihould  dwell ; "   that  is>,    ail  the 
grace  that  ever  was  to  be  ihown  to  man- 
kind. 

Thus  we  have  Jefus  Chrifl  {landing  at 
the  head  of  mankind  in  the  new  crea- 
tion, and  in  relation  to  the  fpiritual  and 
eternal  world,  juft  as  Adam  flood  in  the 
firft  creation,  and  in  relation  to  this  pre- 
ferit  world;  and  the  truth,  as  it  is  in 
■Jefus,.  will  be  found  to  anfwer  the  figure 
-:--  R  z  with 
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with  great  exadlnefs.     There  was,  and  it 
•Wjas  abfolutely  necefTary  there  Ihould  be, 
a,  very  great  odds  between  the  two  in  ma- 
ny refpedls.     The  Apoftle  gives  us   the 
principal   ones  :    '^  The   firft  Adam  Was 
*'  made  a  living  foul,  the  fecond  a  qaick- 
^'.  e^iing  fpirit;  the  firft  was  of  the  earthy 
"earthy^  the  fecond  was  the  Lord  from 
"heaven."     But  in  other  refpedls  they  a-* 
gree  with  furprifing  exa(5lnefs ;  which  may 
reafonably  determine  ns  to  think,  that  the 
firft  creation^  and  the  way  in  which  men 
were  brought  into  the  world  by  that  ori- 
ginal conftitution,  was  defigned  by  divine 
wifdoxn  tb  be  a  fort  of  fenfible  image  and 
reprefentation  of  the  fpiritual,  and  there- 
fore ihvifiblef,   manner  in  which  men  a^re 
brought   into   the    fpiritual    and    eternal 
world :  and  accordingly  it  is  upon  this 
plan  that  all  the  defcriptive  accounts  we 
have  of  it  are  formed. 
.   By  what  we  were  juft  now  obferving  from 
the  Apoftle,  and  onr  Lord's  own  words^ 
we  find  he  received  the  grant  of  the  king-? 
dom,    or  eternal  life,    from  the  Fatlier's 
hand,  and  had  it  adlually  lodged  in  him^ 
as  our  firft  father  had  the  life  of  all  man^ 
kind  lodged  in  him :   and  as  there  i»<  tkO 
X  :  way 
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Way  of  entering  among  mankind,  m  this 
tmrld,  but  by  deriving  from  AdaiA  in  the 
courfe  of  what  is  called  natural  geneiratian^ 
no  more  can  any  oAe  have  accefs  to  the 
fpiritual  worlds    without  deriving  from 
•  j*fus  Chrift  in  the  courfe  of  regeneration, 
or  by  that  new  birth  in  which  our  Lord 
inftru(5led  Nicodemus.    Each  of  thefe  lives 
reiemble  the  original  from  which  they  are 
drawn,     Adam's  children,    all   of  them, 
bear  the  image  of  the  earthy  man,    and 
:"lhcir  life  is  of  the  fame  kind,    neceflarily    ^ 
ixirminating  in   death.     The  children  by 
"the  fecond  birth,  are  all  formed  upon  the 
heavenly  man,   from  whom  they  derive 
their  lifCi     They  all  bear  his  image,   and 
their  life  iis,  like  the  quickening  Spirit  from 
whom  they  derive  it,  fpiritual  and  eter- 
nal. 

But  that  which  calls  for  our  fpecial  ob- 
fervation  is  this  :  Both  received  the  terms 
by  which  their  refpeAive  lives  were  to  be 
held,  as  they  were  the  only  two  who,  each 
in  his  feveral  kind,  had  accefs  to  deal  di- 
re6Hy  and  immediately  with  God.  The 
terms  were  very  different,  and  fo  was  the 
event.  Thofe  given  to  the  firft  man, 
were  theeafieft  that  can  well  be  imagined: 

but 
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btit  he  did  not  fulfil  them ;  and  by  his 
tranfgreffion,  entailed  death  on  all  his  de- 
feendents,  along  with  that  life  which  he 
conveys  to  them.  *'  Thus  by  one  man 
*^  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death* 
^^  by  fin ;  and  fo  death  hath  palTed  upon  * 
**  all  men^  for  that  all  have  finned.V 
And  there  fliould  have  been  an  end  of  all 
flefh,  if  the  fovereign.  gift  of  grace  had 
not  prevented  it. 

The  terms  on  which  the  kingdom,  or  e- 
tefnallifei  was  granted  to  the  Lord  from 
heaven,,  the  quickening  Spirit,  or  as  him* 
felf  expreffes-ity  the  commandment  nvhich  he 
recevued  from  the  Father^  which  fome  have, 
not  improperly,  called  the  lanv  of  the  Me^ 
diator^  were  indeed  the  hardeft  that  could 
be  impofed .  upon  any  creature,  and  fuch 
as  none  but  himfelf  could  have  fulfilled. 
They  are  all  fummed  up  in  his  obedience 
unto  the  death,  even  the  deatli  of  the  crofs : 
A  kind  of  death  which  was  marked  out 
by  God  himfelf  many  hundred  years  h^ 
fore,  and  a  curfe  pronounced  on  him  that 
was  hanged  on  it.  And  yet  it  was  not 
£iiiply  fubmitting  even  to  this  death  that 
cbuld  anfwer  the  purpofe;  but  a  conti<^ 
mted  finle&  obedience,    and  overcoming 

that 
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Aatvcry  tempter  who  had  fcduced  and 
mined,  as  he  thought,  the  firft  of  man- 
kind. Accordingly  we  find,  that  he  was 
led  by  the  Spirit  into  the  wildernefs  to  be 
tempted  of  the  devil,  with  all  the  advan- 
tage his  Jxelliih  malice  could  defire.  And 
thus  we  are  led  forward  to  confider  the 
feed  of  the  woman,  the  feed  of  Abraham 
and  David,  the  anointed  chofen  One,  in 
that  relation  to  mankind  which  he  has 
chofen  to  (land  in;  and  it  concerns  us 
much  to  know  how  he  has  acquitted  himr- 
felf  in  this  great  and  important  truft,  that 
we  may  at  once  know  how  to  apply  to 
him,  and  give  him  the  glory  that  is  duQ 
imto  his  name. 


CHAP,         VII, 

View  of  Chrifi  as  a  Prieft^ 

BY  what  we  were  jufl  now  obferving, 
'  we  may  fee  the  reafon  of  that  title 
which  we  find  often  given  to  him,  and 
which,  in  eflPeiSl,  he  aflumes  to  himfelf, 
his  Father's  fervant.  The  Prophet  Ifaiah 
has  givon  u^ii  his  cQnwxilEon  in  few,  but 
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*-3fcrttKfi^of . J|tcoU»j^  tQ  reftorsstjie  pr^ 
^a'iSmfSii  ^Wm\ « n^  yfiii  allp  .giye  ti[iQe 
'4r<fih?/agSgl^t»^,^q.Gcatiles,  ti^  t3^ 
finjgjril:  bfi^,J3tty  ;^vation  unto  .aju,..^ 
.f;end§V>^  '^h?  .earth."  .And  hence  .t^ 
cfln\fi?jKtbl^  titles  of .  Savmr  and  j^4ff¥ft 
t4k^%\^  «>fe,  .TrJbich  expi:ef$  jche  g^n^^^i 
d^g«  a9ii  iiCijie,  of  bis  whple  n^fj^^ 
ani^<1<^hi(Gh.rWe  4>aJl  .meet  with,,  ait^,^^, 
h§Tj5  ^ionfidered,  by  what  means,  ga^^ict 
•vyfeat.-charaifler,  he  carr^ies  on  anji.^^j^fipur 
pUfhes.ia^5,-great  wivrk^  ,.  ,  ,  ^j,^^  jj  ^^^ 
(li  forutieply  ;obferved,  ho>^\ l\e  ist  ^"^^^ 
fw^ed  4>y,  Mpfes  and  the  prop^iefs  in^^e 
dii;^(5l,^,Yiews;  as. a  prophet,  prieflj^j^J^ 
J4»gti  aU.liW^ed  "?  ^^«/»ij&.peribn  pf  J^g 
MqfTiah*  or  Qpjl's  pointed.  Xhepe,k.o^^ 
gq9;^^%l  ch^ra(^^.which  comprehejqii^  *K.ffflj 
^\ii-'u\  ^<4^/<?r..,feetween  pp^ ^ani.jng^^ 
^^t^.'hP^riVefPj/  an^dy.et  fla^J-.  h^^^ift^y 

a(figf$gii!Mfertl5J?fo^KQ^^rb\^5j^j4iJs^^ 
mWyf'rPfb  ^J^d^g^^  up  matter^^egvKijRy 
mS^^r%8&i^%^t^^^nfie.jH^yfa^4,i)^l^. 
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^'piati^xvik^  the  peace*keeper  be« 
tt^^ea  Orod  and  man.  But  that  is  far  fix)m 
tiaclung-  either  the  import  of  the  wof-d, 
or  the  extent  of  his  office.  The  word  de- 
notes a  middle  perTon  (landing  between 
God  and  man^  and  managing  the  whole 
correfpondence  between  them :  That  as 
God  never  fpeaks  to  man,  nor  bellows  a-» 
bjr  favouriB  of  any  kind,  but  by  him  j  fo 
no'  man  can  come  to  God^  nor  apply  <o 
Imn  with  acceptance,  but  by  his  meailSj 
*^  who  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life/* 

He  is  particularly  defigned,  "  The  M6* 
**  diatorof  itic  Covenant  ;^^  that  is,  of  the 
conftitution  of  grace,  or  grant  of  life,  that 
order  which  God  has  eftabliflied  for  dif- 
penfing  his  mercy  and  grace  to  periftiing 
finners.  Which  defignation  has  by  fome 
been  thought  fufficiently  anfwercd,  if  he 
has  procured  luch  a  mitigation  of  the  ori- 
ginal law  of  perfedion,  and  fuch  gentle 
terms  of  acceptance,  as  men  in  our  fitua- 
tion  may  come  up  to.  But  the  laws  of 
God  admit  of  no  mitigation,  but  muft  be 
punftually  and  literally  fulfilled,  without 
any  alteration  or  fivoufable  can{lru(5lion 
•  whatfoever :.  and,  I  think,  we  are  hardly 
warranted  to  fay,  that  the  Mediator  ob-* 

Vol,  II.  S  tained 
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t4in<!d>dTen''the'C02renam  itfelf^  the  coc^^^ 
WtioRttor  grd:fiitof  grace,  thou^  itis  by 
lidsaMdi^  whole  is  made  efie€hial:  i^  Fcnr' 
•^iali' things  4re  of  God,  vrha  reconcila 
"^  msktAjnd;  t^hii^  Ghriftj;'^ 

"vdik&fi  ifi  the  whole  of  kis  immflrat]fi% 
K€id  precifely  by  the  coBUBandmeiit  he.  re^ 
reived  from  the  Father. 

Th^  true  import  of  this  title  is  exprefTec^ 
by  another,  which  is  n&d  but  ooce  in^ . 
terms,  but  often,  I  might  fay  alwaiye-^ 
fuppofed  and  referred  tOy"  They»nf/)<^of  thtf 
^  covenant;"  which  has^  been  in  a  manner 
confined  to  one  branch  of  his^  office^  \izi 
his-  undertakings  in  beh«blf  of  finners  q£ 
mankind,'  to  make  out  that  obedience .  tO" 
the  law  in  which  they  failed.  But  fuppo- 
fing  this  to  be  the  cafe,  that  makes  him 
only  a  furety  for  a  party,  which  is  a  quite' 
different  thing  from  being  furety  of  the 
covenant,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  fee .  ajl 
the,  parts  and,  article;*  of  it  punctually  ful^ 
filled^ubotktfee  terms  on  which  the  grant 
fiands,'  and  the  promifed  bleffings  con- 
iveypdi,  prttifely  as.they  ftand  in  thcirgrant> 

^The  Apofflei  in  jhis  epiftle  to.  tlie  He- 
brews, ufe$  thefe  two  titles  promifcuoufty,, 
and  esplaijQS  :theq9i  by  what  was  perfe^y 

r   .-'■:/  \  well 


Wfeli  underflood  hy  thoie  .to  whom  he 
mrate^  \  viz.    the  office   aod   bufinpfs  of 
/ni^K6oo^9  which,  as  we  are  wellinfomi- 
«!,  coniiftbd  {xrecifely  in  ading  as  media- 
ton  .between  God  and  the  people,   and 
Auneties  for  the  putting  away  of  iin  to  the 
people;  but  not  at  aU  ^  fureties  for  them 
any  further  than  by  performing  the  terms 
^m  which  forgirenefs  was  promifed,  viz. 
•49fiering  the  appointed  facrifices.    And  the 
whole  of  that  cpiftle,  and  all  the  reafon* 
ing  there,  clear  and  (Irong  as  it  is,  (lands 
on  this  one  propoiition.    That  what  the 
priefts  were  under  the  old  covenant,   or 
grant  of  the  land  of  Canaan  to  the  Ifrael- 
itifh  nation,  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  in  the 
flew -and  better  covenant,  the  grant  of  e- 
vernal  life  to  all  mankind  who  will  receive 
ilim. 

■-  The  account  the  Apoftle  gives  of  the 
priefthood  aflbrds  a  very  diftindl  view  of 
it :  "  Every  high  prieft  taken  from  a- 
^^  -mong  men,  is  ordained '  for  men  in 
•^  things  pertaining  to  God,  (or  rather 
**  wherein  they  have  to  do  with  God),  to 
**^  offer  both  gifts  and  facrifices  for  fin/* 
And  had  not  the  wifdom  of  God  inftitu* 
tedfuch  an  office  among  men,  the  me-- 
S  2  diation 
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^tif3l|4^n^  JAMcceflkyci  of  Chiifl:  is  iiichva 
fagtiljir  d^og^ithat  lye  flipuld  nevef  haTC 
1^a;able  to,  forgi.finy  tolerable  concept 
t«9AS  of,  Alt.  pn&mod  wmxls  and  langu9ge 
t9jQ[>Qak.abQu|;iit.  l^ere  is  QQth»ig  him 
*^S\^^  HI;  jhe  natural  ^r  ipor^  w€»r|4i 
b^:^hat  Jbaa^.been  copied  from  tbis.  oiiv 
gfB*L  i.?E^ls  „an4  facrificcs  have  bow 
l9H?4.if^  ev^Fj  nation  j  •  fmd  thence  ax^fd 
n^fl^  fQiO^^^^jx  Ifiis  perfa^t  {aid  to /Oiijr 
fciftd^j  by.-jwftLich  we  xnay  attain  mor^f  WP 
lefs  perfedl  views  of  this  very  impoirtwt 
fubj^^  ff  i^d  the;be^r  we  arq  acquaiiQted 
^^ih  thefe  emblems. aiKl^gunes^  th«  jnoiip' 
P^e#^iU  our  view3  be. of  the  tratb^^a^t 
k:^siai:Jcfvis^  V   .  '  .>iw 

r,r.  We  have,  therefore  great  j^e^a.'tQ;!^! 
thankful  for^,  what  the  wifdom  Qf,r:tJ|MP 
world  jfo  much  defpifes^;  the  very  partic]»-9 
lara.C€ount^??ife  have  of  the  inftitution.cf 
^bci^priefthopdj.jaad  the  feveral  kiodf^of 
f^cpiice^^  for  anfwenng  the  occaiions:a|i4 
di^exent  cafes  of  the  worihippers;  tii^.icH 
\^\  kind$  of  wafliings^  and  pui^CA^ianiSi^ 
iSrojpa^  the  fevfi-al  forts  of  defilem«»M  axid 
pqUutiqn,  which_^  diiqualified  them^.  :teraii 
joining  with  the  congregatipo^:  afid.apte 
pr^ch^ng^the  pl^ce::oft  God'fc-prefeiice; 

which, 


ATxmeette  guilt*  ^ndpti^iiiti^^ 

reiaov^,  aad  what  he^^aiA^^r  f^iiM^ 

(^j^q^atW  <^e^iiii^^)  ^j^iti^  tak^n  aWli3||^ 

l)efi^£>a^y<>fibide]^  £aii  adqtlire  bdikfKiiheii 

cfiiough  to  appear  in  the  priieiD?e  of  XSod^i 

^hich  he  never  will  do,  until  }ie  is  fui«*tf 

fiindi«g!  acceptance,  • 

'  >31iftS  muft  be  the  greateft  diftrefs  a  creia- 

tarrcan  be  in,  whenever  it  is  felt.    But 

{dta  i^eter  will  be,  until  the  finner  knows 

what  fin  is,  and  the  unhappinefi  of  being 

fltfut  out  from  God,    »nd  e^cpqfed  to  the 

iiitoiiteivable  effe<fls  of  his  ang^r,^  and  ijj^ 

rtdo^bite^ble  emiftity  againft  fin ;  which,  it 

tMfft  always  be  minded^  is  but  the  n^ti*\fe 

ttendeHtiy  of  his  perfedl  goodncfs.'   And 

ib«ac*' i«' was  fo  ordered  in  that  wife  coiIt 

ftitution,  that  no  man  could  have  the  llW 

iiefit^of^*]|ie  remedy  provided,  thefetrifi(i6 

it*ichf]^t  aWay  the  fin,  but  he  tliat^yafci 

iirnfiWeidf  th^abfolute  ne^d  dritjFor  thllsf 

thp  ojbder  ftood.  '  :.     > 

.Th6.  c^epdijr  muft  Ijriftg  the  facrifice 

'>-']>  "^^  to 
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to  the  prieft;  and  that  not  of  Ids  own 
chaGngj  or^what  he  thought  belt  and  ^fitt* 
teft,  but  that  which  God  had*  appointed 
in  that  particular  cafe.  •    ni 

He  muft  make  a  free  and  fiill  confeffion 
of  his  fin  over  the  iacrifice.  This  was 
often,  if  not  always,  accompanied  with 
laying  his  hand  on  the  head  of  the  vi<9im^ 
which  was  the  fign  of  its  being  fubfliebted 
in  his  place,  to  bear  that  puniQunsat 
Mdiich  he  had  defcrved.  Atldit  is  to^be 
obferved,  that  nq  repentance,  acknow^ 
Icdgcment,  or  confeffion,  however  fbcere, 
could  be  accepted  in  any  other  mannsi!^ 

The  prieft,  who,  by  his  office,  ikm^d 
bound  to  receive  the  facrifice,  took  the^fiix 
upon  himfelf,  to  put  it  away,  by  offOTihg 
the  vi6im  in' the  manner  appointed  in  tUe 
law.  But  if  he  failed  in  any  point,  the 
pui^flimentof  that  lay  upon  himfelf,  aad 
was  not  imputed  to  the  offender  from  the 
time  that  the  facrifice  was  taken  off  his 
hand.  > 

But  all  this  would  have  been  but  a  flen**- 
der  foundation  for  the  faith  and. hope  of  a 
finner,  had  he  been  left  there.  The  ditine 
inftitution  indeed  promifed  much,  as  hi^ 
might  then«e  be  aflurcd,  that  there  was 
'  ri.s\  fome 


ibne  great  purpofe  to  be  aafwered  by  it: 

But  had  it  not  been  for  the .  promife  an*-* 

^^xed'ta  the  facrifice,  that  the  fin  ihould 

oe  forgiven,    he  muft  have  been  left  in 

IgiYiit^  uncertainty  about  the  event.     But 

l^owevcr  ignorant  he  may.  be  fuppofed  to 

liic«  been  of  the  reafbn  of  the  inftitution, 

Sukdr  however  unproimfing-like  the  means 

knigiit  iippear^  he  might  with  great  aiTir* 

JtBurcjreft  on  the  word  of  a  faithful  God  t 

and  therefore  the^  bufinefs    of  the  prieft 

didnot. end. with  the  offei?ing,  .until  by 

tioeijprinkling  of  the  blood  he  had  made 

die  atonei&eiit^  and  fecured  the  ptoniifed 

bldling*. 

n  i  The  fcrvice jof  the  great  day  of  atonement^ 
iBirhen  the  high  prieft  adled  on  behalf  pf 
the  whole  people^  was  the  complcfcfcft  r^^ 
pr^ieiitiaition  of  Chrift's  priefthood. »  I  need 
JMit  alter  into  particulars  :  it  may  fuffiee 
tO'Obfcrve,  that  the  high  pirieft  at  that 
tim&onlyy^entered  iaatathemoft  holy  places 
prefented  the  blood  with  incenfe,  and 
came  om^  and  bleffed  the  people  in  the 
name  of  Jji hotah . 

-^'^r/HiiereJ  is  one  circumiftanee  which'  wc 
find  the  Apoftlfe  cakes  particular  notice  of, 
^fe  That  tto  mkn  taket^  this  honour  -  unto 
s'tr.  "  himfelf. 


4( 
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"  himielf,  but  he  that  is  called  «f  God^ 
*'  as  was   Aaron."     This  is  a  materidt 
pcnnt^  upon  which  the  whole  fuccdB  c£ 
this  miniftration  depends.  ,  Ajid   indeed^ 
until  we  are  feaired  in  this,  our  cxpe&SL* 
tions  mufi  at  beft  be  but  wavering  and 
uncertain/  We  are  not  left  at  an  undei^ 
tainty  here.     The  Apoftle  tells  us,    thit 
Chrift  did  not  glorify  himfelf,  to  be 
itiade  an  high  pricft ;"  but  was  inftalled 
with  a  Iblemnity  fuch  as  never  any  other 
W^,  viz.  with  the  oath  of  the  Moil  High} 
^d  that  his  priefthood  was  of  an  order j 
fPP>  greatly  fuperior  to  that  of  Aaron^  the 
blieft  and  the  king  being  united  in  one 
l^erfbn ;  nay,  that  he  was  a  king  too  of  a 
peculiar  kind ;    **  King  of  righteoulhefs^  - 
*^  and  King  of  peace :"  for  fb  the  Apoftle 
interprets  the  name  and  place  of  Melchi- 
zedek,  who  appears  to  have  been  marked 
out  in  the  hiftory  for  a  figure  of  a  per- 
petual priefthood,    without  beginning  or 
ending,  without  predeceflbr  or  fucceflbr.*" 
We  are  not  told  by  the  Pfalmift,  whofr 
words  are  cjuoted  by  the  Apoftle,  whctt 
d^  oath  was  given :    but  it  nmft  have 
been  As,?tncient  as  the  covenant  or  confti* 
tuuott  tp  which  it'belonged,  and  jgivea  at 

the 
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the  fame  time  that  the  terms  of  the  grant 
■^a^laid  upon  the  Redeemer,' and  WeWial 
"e  Ipi^gecl  \n  hiS  nand.*  ^.Nf6t  is  It  itny 
i^i^iph^^  that  he  did  hot  enter  upon  the* 
<^a;ution  of  his  office  until  he  came  in' 
^ejfl(!fli/  The  all-wife  God  Itnew  per- 
^Aly,  whom  he. had  to  deal  ysrith";  hehad 
i^icLthe  bur4en  on  one  who  had'ftrength 
^^bear  it^  and  was  as  faithful  as  he  was 
^(^..  ^ ,  He  could  fee  at  one  ^lance^  frdm 
^nej?jid  of  time  to  another j    kfid  Ht  was 
"^li^j^gif  to  him  as  if  it  had  bicclh'^done/'^ 
^3^j5*  higk  worth   and  diigiiity^bf  thltf 
1iji^^^|)jqmii]bs  fair,  and  oiir.fexpedlatiorfsf 
^9iSS^  b?  :grcatly  raifcd  when  "wq  c'cMidd? 
hisj^grj^ice.    ,The  Apoffle  fays^^  '^-Ife  m\lW 
*'  r^ye^fomething  to  offer/*     Burnt  offer-*.. 
q£  beafts,  and  fuch  facriflC^s'As'-tliO 
"^(lali  priefts  offered,  Were  allt^tjcxtctl ; 
indeed  ,  much    below*   lus    rfij^ltity/ 
rough  the  eternal  Spint  lic'^  offcfe^f 
nf^If  witliout  fpot  \lpto  the  Father/* 
an^^miis  put  away  \m  for  eyer  by  "that 
Q^g^|i^crifice,    and  perfeJScVrfer  e\'c^''a^^ 
thpjfe^  arq  fandlified.7 'Tlie  A'poftle's 

G^^iAg,.^s  ftrong  and  concIiViivc  :  If 
"iiSi9;M?P^,9^  'p.^Vs,  '.Jincl  pf'^oksl'-  arid 
•j'jt^Ca&q^,  oif  ah  heifer  ripr^illirig  tKe 
j^^yoL.U        '    '    f     '  "    "*'  uncltan. 
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**  tmclcan,  fanAified  tintor  the  purifying^ 
•'  bf  the  flefh ;  how  much  more  ihall  the 
"  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  purge  our 
•*  confcicnces  from  dead  works  to  ferve 
«  the  living  God  r 

I  iieed  Imt  juft  *obferv€,  that  all  the  ex-* 
fnTeffions  we  find  made  ufe  of  in  the  re- 
cord to  defcribe  the  nature  and  defign  of 
his  death  and  fuffering,  fuch  as,  his  dying 
and  laying  down  hts  life  for  his  people^ 
giving  his  life  a  ranfom,  redeeming  them 
by  his  blood,  &c.  all  of  them  Appear  but 
fo  many  equivalent  terms,  by  which  the 
HFe(5t  of  his  facrifice  is  explained  and  fet 
forth ;  fo  that  there  does  not  feem  any  ne* 
ifeflity  for  a  plain  Chriftian's  entering  inta 
the  *nany  intricate  debates  which  have 
been  broached  concerning  the  nature  aud 
efifedls  of  what  is  called  Chri/i's  fatisfaSitan^ 
which  can  mean  no  more  but  his  perfect 
fulfilment  of  the  terms  of  life ;  and  when 
we  know  that  the  facrifice  was  accepted^ 
we  'know  all  that  we  have  any  ogcafioa 
for. 

But  however  high  our  exped:ations  may 

be  juftly  raifed  by  tlie  views  of  fuch.  a 

priefty  and  fuch  a  facrifice,  (a.nd  we  may 

very  firmly  alTure  Gurfelves^  that  they  will 

i  .       anlwer 
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aoft^^r  all   the  purpofes  jfor  which  fucH 
a  miniftr^tion  was   intended) ;    yet   uuti^ 
that  is.  certainly  known,   we  inuft  Hill  be 
at  a  Jofs ;    and  we  can  know  it  no  other 
tray  than  the  Old-Teftament  worlhipjyers 
^d,  viz.  by  the  declaration  and  promile 
Annexed  to  the  facrilice.^    So  far  as  that' 
^KK$y  our  faith  and  confidence  in  the  fa- 
^^ficc  may,  and  ought  to  go,  and  no  fur- 
'kicr.   The  Mofaical  facrificcs  had  no  more 
Annexed  to  them  but  the  forgiveneis  of 
IBn,  and  tliat  anlwercd  their  delign.     Par* 
<ion  is  the  native  intention  of  a  facrifice. 
Tliis  -is  what  the  finaer  is  moft  anxious  to 
obtain ;  and  with  good  realbn,   not  only 
as  it  relieves  the  prefent  and  nxoft  fenfibly 
fek  diftrei's,  but  as  it  is  abfolutely  necef* 
fary  to  open  the  way  for,  and  to  render 
the  finner  capable  of,  receiving  all  further 
favours  and  benefaftions  from  tlie  hand 
of  God,  who  is  io  effentially  good  and 
holy,  that  he  can  have  no  dealings  with  a 
iumer  in  the  way  of  grace,  until  lin  is  ta* 
ken  away. 

But  had  the  promife,  or  grant  annexed 

to  this  facrifice,  ftopt  there,  we  mull  have 

found  ourfelves  in  no  better  circimiftan- 

tes  than  thofe  who  applied  to  the  Mofaic 

T  2  facrifices, 
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facrtficca,  and  could  expcdl  no  more  but 
to  be  reftored  to  the  poffeffion  of  the  for* 
feited  life,  and  that  without  any  fecurity 
againft  falling  again  into  the  fame  unhappy 
circumftances.  Indeed  it  neither  was  nor 
could  be  the  intention  of  our  great  high 
pfrieft,  nor  of  him  who  appointed  the  la*» 
crifice,  to  reftore  any  one  to  Adam's  Hfc. 
There  was  an  irrevocable  fentence  given 
againfl  it ;  the  fame  which  goes  fo  often 
under  the  name  of  a  curfe,  and  which  ne- 
ver leaves  the  fubjedl  it  fallens  on,  until 
it  has  brought  it  to  abfolute  deftruc5lion. 
Adam's  child  muft  die.  But  then,  in  thie 
virtue  of  this  great  facrifice,  there  comas 
along  with  the  promife  of  pardon  a  free 
grant  or  deed  of  gift  of  what  is  infinitely 
better,  even  eternal  life. 

But  there  is  one  circumftance,  in  which 
it  is  not' unlikely  fome  will  imagine,  th^t 
the  Jews  had  greatly  the  advantage  of  us.. 
They  had  the  facrifice  at  hand,  and  it  waa 
no  great  journey  to  find  the  priefl,  who, 
they  knew,  might  not  refufe  to  take  their 
.  fin  oflp  their  hand :  and  an  advantage  it 
was^  if  it  be  a  higher  privilege  to  live  by 
ienfe,  than  to  .live  by  faith;  which  we 
indeed  Jpauft  dp,:  if  we  propofe  ta  maMe 

any 
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any  thing  of  this  iacrrficev  or  to  harire  any 
dealings  with  thi&  great  high  pridd.  And 
jrct,  after  all,  there  was  more  of  faith, 
even  in  their  fervice,  than  every  one  will 
fufpcA.  Faith  was  the  very  life  and  fpi- 
rit  of  it ;  without  which,  it  could  not 
fubfift.  I  do  not  mean  only  the  neceffity 
there  was  of  looking  beyond  the  figure  and 
{hadow,  to  the  great  high  prieft  and  fa- 
crifice  reprefented  thereby ;  without  which 
it  was  a  mere '  carcafe,  a  dead  image, 
which  could  profit  no  further;  than  a  pre- 
fcnt  world,  and  the  prefent  perifhing  life; 
but  even  for  that  they  had  no  fecurity  but 
what  arofe  from  the  divine  inftitution, 
and  the  promife  of  forgivencfs  on  the 
right  offering  of  the  facrifice ;  for  which, 
in  mod  cafes,  they  had  no  more  but  ^a 
mere  implicit  faith  in  the  fidelity  of  the 
prieft,  whofe  charadler  very  often  afforded 
very  little  encouragement  to  truft  him  in 
a  matter  of  fuch  moment, 
>  As  our  great  high  prieft,  and  his  facri- 
fice, his  inftalment  and  fidelity^  give  vaft 
advantages  to  our  faith ;  fo  in  a  fpecial 
planner  doth  the  aflurance  we  have  of  the 
acceptance  of  his  facrifice.  When  the 
iiigh  prieft  entered  into  the  holieft  with 

r  r  the 
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die  blood  of  his  facrifice,  the  fiimer  had: 
no  fecurity  for  his  being  accepted^   but 
that  he  came  out  aUve.     Now  '^  our  higl>- 
**  prieft  is  not  entered  into  the  holy  place* 
^'  made  with  hands,  but  into  heaven  it-t 
**  felf^  there  to  appear  in  the  prefcnce  of 
*'  God  for  us."     It  is  true  he  is  not  come 
out  again,   as  the  Jewifh  high  prieft  did* 
But  hence  arifeth  our  ftrongeft  affurancc,. 
that  he  has  done  the  bufinefs  efFedually ; 
and  by  his  one  facrifice  fo  put  away  Gi^ 
that  it  Ihall  be  remembered  no  more.     So 
that  he  has  nothing  left  him  to  do,  but  ta 
difpenfe  and  give  forth  that  life  which  is 
now  abfolutely  lodged  in  his  hand,  imtil 
he  comes  again,   once   for  all,  to  receive 
his  people  to  himfelf,  "  that  where  he  is, 
*'  there  they  ftiay  be  alfo/' 

Thus  we  find  all  things  ftanding  as  in 
the  record  which  the  Apoftle  John  tells  Xk% 
God  has  made  concerning  his  Son,  or  the 
teftimony  he  has  given,  xriz.  "  ThatGo^ 
*^  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  that 
*'  this  life  is  in  his  Son:  fo  that  he  that 
*'  hath  the  Son,  hath  life;  and  he  that  hath 
**  not  the  Son,  hath  not  life/'  Wldch, 
whofoever  believes  not,  he  affurds  ua^ 
makes  God  a  liar,    ]?ecaule  he  doth  not 

believe 
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believe  his  teftimony.     TTiis,  one  fliould 
ttiink,    might  fully  determine  what  has 
wrcKight  much  diftiirbance  among  Chri-^ 
ftians,  viz.  who  the  us  are  to  whom  God  is 
faid  to  have  given  eternal  life.     No  body 
fore  will  doubt  of  his  having  given  it  to 
fiich  as  are  really  put  in  poffeffiori  of  it. 
All  the  doubt  is,  whether  God  has  made 
fuch  a  4eed  of  gift,  fuch  a  grant  of  life, 
as  every  one  who  hears  it  is  bound  to  be- 
lieve,   with  fuch  a  firmnefs  of  faith,  as 
fliali  deteittnine  him  to  flee  to  it  as  a  re- 
fuge to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  fet  before 
him  tiicrc.     And  how  can  that  be  a'  que-* 
ftk>n,  when  all  who  hear  the  gofpel  are 
bot  only  called,  but  commanded^  under 
the  morft  terrible  penalty,  to  believe  in  Je-^ 
fus  CSuift,  to  put  their  truft  in  ids  facri- 
fice  and  interceffion,    with  the  ftrongeft 
tflWances,  that  in  this  way  they  certainly 
iiiall  obtain  pardon  and  eternal  life  ?.    But 
tf  the  great  high  prieft  and  his  facrifice  are 
either  defpifed  or  negle(3;ed,  they  furely  can 
have  -no  more  to  expcifl,  than  the  defpifei*s 
of  Mafes's  law,  "  to  die  without  mercy." 
The  Apoiftlc  gives  us  the  ftate  of  the 
cdd  Ifraelkes  as  a  parallel  cafe  to  thofe 
"Who  Hve  tinder  the  golpcl,  and  have  the 

teftimony 
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teftim^iy  of  God  declared  to  them :   aiid 
indeed  it, is  fo  parallel,    that  it  fcGxns  to 
have  been  made  for  the  purpofe.     The 
grant  of  the  land  of  Canaan  was  given  to 
Abraham,  the  father  of  that  people,  and 
in  fiich  terms,,  that  God  himfelf,    who 
cannot  lie,  or  miftake  in  wording  it,  fays. 
Gen.  XV.  i8.  "  Unto  thy  feed  have  I  ^w« 
"  this  landw7'    He  fent  Mofes  well  attefted 
to  condndl  the  people  into  it,  with  the 
ftrongeft  alTurances,  that  he  had  taken  it 
upon  himfelf  to  put  them  in  pofTeifion ; 
and  fliowed  fuch  figns  and  difplays  of  al- 
mighty power,  as  could  leave  no  room  to 
entertain  any  doubt  of  his  being  abun- 
dantly able  to  do  what  he  had  promifed^ 
Arid  when  it  is  further  confidered,  that  he 
had  given  them  a  body  of  laws  which  could 
not  be  put  in  pradice  until  they  were  in 
pofTeffion  of  the  land  for  which  thefe  laws 
were  calculated,    who  can  doubt  of  their 
being  bound  to  believe  that  God  would 
certainly  perform  what  he  had  promifed  ? 
But  they  •  did  not  believe  it.     And  whea 
there  was  nothing  left  them  to  do  but  to 
go  forward,  tKey  would  not,  becauie  thejr 
did  not  find  themfelves  able  to  fight  and 
conquer  thofe .  who  were .  in   pofTeflion ; 
and,  in  the  event,  only  two  of  all  the  mul- 
titude 


QlHlde  were  pehhitted  t6  enter  in ;  the  cai^ 
<?SJ(rd5cy^  the  reft  fell  iii  the  wildernefs/ 
fif^c^ufe  they  believed  jiot  God,  nor  truft^* 
'  ^d  In  hie  felvation. 
"^  'bur  Lord  himfelf  gives  us  another  cafe, 
"which  he  has  declared  perfedly  parallel, 
arhd  therefore  muft  be  depended  on :  "  As 
^*  the  brafen  ferpent  was  lifted  up  in  the 
^^  wildemefs,  fo  fhall  the  Son  of  man  be 
**  lifted  up,    that  whofoever  believes  on 
**  him,  Ibould  not  perifh,  but  have  evcr-ji 
***lafting  life/*    He  compares  the  promiia 
of  eternal  life,  as  it  Hands  aanexed  to  the 
facrifice  he  has  made  of  himfelf,    to  tka 
pfomife  of  healing  by  the  brafen  ferpent  | 
ahd  believing  in  him,  to  looking  on  that; 
as  the  general  call  ftands  direcfled  by  the 
prophet  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  to 
Ibok  unto  him  and  be  faved.     Now,   as 
lidne  would  look  at  the   brafen  ferpent 
wirfi  any  expedlation  from  it,  but  they 
ifkb    believed    the  promife, .   (and    they 
cerfciinly  would)  j    fo  they  who  believe 
tiie' promife  of  pardon   and  life  annex- 
cdf  to  the  facrifice  of  Chrift,  will  as  cer- 
tiAnfy  believe   in  i  him,     and    reft    tlieir 
jAeartfe'  jtnd  their  hopes  there.     In  both 
cafesf '  thei:e  is  equally  free  accefs  for  ajl 
Vet.ir.  U  t© 
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to  whom  the  promife  is  fent.  But  if  any 
of  the  bitten  Ifraelites,  on  any  confidera- 
tion,  refufed  or  negledled  to  look,  they 
perifhed  without  remedy.  And  who  caa 
complain,  if  the  negleiSlers  of  Chrift  and 
his  falvation  perifli  in  the  fame  manner  ?- 
"Will  their  unbeHef  or  perverfenefs  make 
void  the  faithful  promife  ?  It  ftands  pre-? 
cifely  as  it  did,  and  as  it  does  to  thofe 
who  believe.  But  if  it  is  not  believed,  it 
can  have  no  otlier  effect  than  if  it  had  not 
been  made. 

There  was  one  thing  I  pbferved  about 
the  office  of  prieilhood,  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  take  in  here,  as  it  effedlualiy 
obviates  every  exception  that  can  be  made 
againft  the  gift  of  pardon  and  life  in  its 
utmoft  extent,  viz.  That  the  prieft  by  hi$ 
office  was  bound  to  receive  every  man  that 
came  with  his  facrifice,  whatever  he  was, 
or  however  otherwife  qualified  or  diftin- 
guilhcd.  Our  great  high  priefl  has  de-^ 
clared  the  fame  concerning  himfelf,  Thu 
^*  him  that  cometh  to  him,"  whofoevel* 
he  is,  or  whatfoever  he  hath  done  or  not 
done,  ^*  he  will  in  no  wife  caft  put.** 
Nay,  and  that  he  ftands  bound  by  the 
pomrnandment  of  the  Father  to  give  him 

ftemal 
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ttemal  life.     The  gift  indeed,  by  the  very 

terms  of  the  grant,  and  the  only  way  in 

which  life  is  or  can  be  conveyed  to  any  of 

Adam's  race,  is  fo  confined  to' Jefus  Chrift, 

that   "  he  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life  ; 

*^  and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son,  hath  not 

**  life."   But,  at  the  fame  time,  all  things 

jore  laid  fo   ready   in   him,    that  if  any 

comes  fliort  of  it,  it  muft  be,   as  himfelf 

hath  ftated  it,    "  becaufe  they  will  not 

*•  come  to  him  that  they  may  have  life." 

I  have  faid  nothing  of  the  feveral  waih- 
ings  and  purifications  we  find  fb  much 
and  fo  minutely  infilled  on  in  the  law  of 
Mofes.  They  Were  vei^  neceffary  under  that 
difpenfation  to  keep  up  a  dutiful  fenfe  of 
tiie  purity  and  holinefs  of  that  God  with 
•whom  they  had  to  do  ;  for  this  we  find 
given  as  the  reafon  for  what  we  flaould 
reckon  the  moft  trifling  of  them,  ''  that 
**  he,  Jehovah,  their  God,  was  among 
^*  them,  and  that  he  was  holy ; "  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  keep  them  carefully  up- 
on their  guard  againft  that  abominable 
thing  fin,  the  only  real  evil  which  he  has 
declared  his  foul  hates:  and  they  anfwer 
the  fame  purpofes  to  us  now.  But  we 
have  one  complete  relief  in  the  fountain 
U  2  which 
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which  is  opened  for  fin  and  for  all  un-* 
cleannefs  :  "  The  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift 
*'  cleanfeth  from  all  fin/*  And  thus  the 
Apoftle  John  reprefents  him  as  coming  by 
water  and  blood,  alluding  probably  to  the 
blood  and  water  which  flowed  from  his 
heart  pierced  by  the  fbldier's  fpear.  This 
does  effedhially  what  all  the  legal  purifi- 
cations were  but  Ihadows  of;  it  purgeth 
the  confcience  from  dead  works ;  and  in- 
{lead  of  that  flavifh  fear  and  dread  which 
an  evil  confcience  naturally  produces^ 
gives  the  vileft  finner  boldnefs  and  confi^i^ 
dence  to  enter  into  the  holieft,  by  that 
new  and  living  way  which  our  great  higjbt 
prieft  has  conl'ecrated  through  the  vail  of 
his  own  flefli. 


CHAR        VHL 

Alminl/iratlon  and  difcbargc  of  Cbrijfs  office 
torwards  Sinners. 

THE  foundations  of  the  Chriftian's  faitlk 
and  hope  appear  laid  io  flrong  in  the. 
ij-jr  .rice  01  our  great  high  prieft,  and  the 
i\x^  oad  compreheaiive  promiib  of  pardoii, 

and 
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and  life  annexed  to  it^  that  one  would  think 
none  who  has  any  knowledge  of  it/lhould 
need  the  ApofUe's  exhortation,  "  to  draw 
"  near  with  a  true  heart,  and  in  full  at- 
"  iurance  of  faith  and  hope,  when  they 
**  have  their  hearts  fprinkled  from  an  e- 
"  vil  confcience/'  And  truly  all  the  dif- 
couragements  a  ferious  perfon  can  poffibly 
meet  with  are  fo  abundantly  provided  a- 
gainft  in  Jefus  Chrift,  that  whatever  diffi- 
culties arife  in  the  way  of  believing,  muft 
flow  from  partial  o**  miftaken  views,  ei- 
ther of  the  prieft,  or  his  facrifice,  (and 
commonly  both  go  together)  ;  or  from 
atoiftaking  the  import  and  meaning  of  the 
^nt  and  promife  annexed  to  the  fiicri- 
fice. 

I  believe  they  may  be  all  reduced  to 
two ;  felt  unworthinefs,  and  weaknefs ; 
which  commonly  go  together,  and  are  the 
Very  fame  which  betrayed  the  old  Ifrael- 
ites:  into  their  unbelief  The  record  is  fo 
far  from  difcouraging  a  fenfe  either  of  the 
one  or  of  the  other,  that  great  pains  are 
taken  to  flxike  the  feeling  of  them  both,^ 
greatly,  deeper  than  any  child  of  Adanx 
would  chufe.  All  the  accounts  we  have 
given  us  <)f  the  ftate  of  mankind  reprefent 
'■'  them 
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them  not  only  as  unworthy  of  any  favoury 
and  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  mercies,  but  as 
moft  worthy  of  the  fevereft  punilhment  thcf 
Creator  can  inflidl  upon  an  obftinate  re- 
bellious creature.     Our  powers  are  repre- 
sented every  way  as  defe<5live  as  our  me-^ 
rit;  fo  far  are  we  from  being  able  to  ful- 
fil any  law,  even  when  we  have  brought 
it  as  low  as  can  be  done  with  any  tole- 
rable decency,    and   fubflituted   what  is 
Galled  fincerity  ihftead  of  perfedlion,  thaft 
we  are  affiired  we  cannot  receive,  nor  evea 
know  the  things  of  God ;  and  if  fo,  howr 
6an  we  either  repent  or  reform  to  any. 
purpofe?     Our  Lord  hath   aflured  us  in, 
cxprefs  terms,  that  faith  is  fo  much  the 
gift  of  God,  that   '^  no  man  can  come  to 
^'  him  unlefs  the  Father  draw  him :"  nay, 
that  without  him,    his  beft  difciples  can 
do  nothing.     The  Apoftle  Paul,  who  wa^ 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  moft  eminent  of 
them,  fets  his  feal  to  this,  acknowledging, 
that  he  and  his  fellow-apoftles  were  not 
fufEcient   of    themfelves   fo   much  as    to 
think  any   thing  as    of  themfelves  :    and 
what  can  be  more  expreilive  of  human 
weaknefs  than  this  ? 

But  all  this  is  no  more  than  is  abfolute-* 
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Ijr  necelTary  to  bring  man  back  to  his 

**xght   creature-ftate^     his    primitive    no- 

tliingnefs,  that  he  may  acknowledge  him-? 

i^lf  debtor  to  the  free  fovereign  grace  of  his 

iCrcator,  for  all  he  either  i$,   or  hopes  tp 

t)C  :   A  hard  faying  to  the  vain  fons  of  A- 

idam ;    but  an  abfolutely  neceflary  one ; 

and  no  more  than  every  reafonable  crea-^ 

ture  is  bound  to  acknowledge,    that  the 

creator  is  abfolutely  matter  of  his  own 

farours.     This  point  the  Apoftle  carries 

as  high  as  it  can  be  :    "  It  is  not  of  him 

"  that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runnet^ 

^*  but  of  God  who  fheweth  mercy."    And 

again,  "  He  has  mercy  on  whom  he  wilj 

**  have  mercy :  and  whom  he  will  he  hard- 

"  eneth."    And  he  takes  notice  of  the  only 

thing  that  ever  has,  or  ever  can  be  urged 

againft  it,  "  Why  doth  he  yet  find  fault?'' 

Which  he  anfwers  by  another  queftioni 

Who  art  thou,  O  man  !  who  replieft  ar 

gainftGod?"   Aqueftion,  which,  if  it 

isferioufly  confidered,    will  not  only  fi- 

lence,   but  conyidl  every  child  of  Adam^ 

There  is  a  confcience  in  man,  in  the  worft 

of  men,  that  if  fuffered  to  bring  to  ligln 

what  the  heart  is  privy  to,  will  tell  him  'm 

ftrong  terms  how  much  he  defcrves  to  be 

hardened ; 
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hardened  :  for  God  hardens  none  but  by 
giving  over  flxiving  with  them,  and  lea-4 
ving  them  to  be  ied  by  their  own  luft$. 
He  is  under  no  obligation  to  interpofe } 
and  if  he  pleafes  to  extend  his  mercy  and 
grace  even  to  the  moft  \mworthy,    none 
can  complain  of  any  injury  done  them, 
unlefs  they  have  fome  merit  to  plead.  An4 
when  any  one  Ihall  attempt  to  produce  a-» 
ny  thing  that  he  has  given   to  God,    or 
done  for  God,  which  he  has  not  firft  re- 
ceived from  him,  his  claim  no  doubt  will 
be  confidered :  but  Httle  to  his  advantage ; 
for  by  the  laws  and  eftablifhed  order  of 
the  God  of  heaven,  fuch  a  claim  would  be 
foimd  downright  rebellion,  ^n  attempting 
to  live  in  a  way  that  God  has  not  ap- 
pointed. 

But  however  mortifying  the  dodlrine  of. 
free  fovereign  grace,  as  the  only  meaiure 
of  the  divine  proceedings  with  man,  may 
be  to  tjie  haughty  reafoners  of  this  world, 
it  is  as  encouraging  to  the  poor  creatarfe 
that  knows  himfdf,  and  is  ready  to  fink 
under  the  terrors  of  divine  majefty,  the 
fenfe  of  his  own  vilenefs,  and  utter  inca4' 
pacity  of  doing  any  thing  for  relief.  GckI 
has  taken  the  Ikving  of  finners  into  hi* 

own 
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^^»n  hand ;  and  he  favcs  not  by  works  of 
*"ighlcoufnefs  done  by  ns,   but  according 
to  his  own  mercy.     Mercy  indeed,    and 
^mihcnfe  riches  of  grace :  for  he  has  made 
^  grant  of  eternal  life ;  and  that  it  might 
^ome  by  way  of  free  gift  to  us,    he  hath 
Viad  all  the  terms  of  the  grant  perfedlly 
fulfilled  by  his  own  blefled  Son ;    lodged 
all  the  fulnefs  of  life  in  his  hand,    to  be 
conveyed  to  all  that  will  be  fo  far  recon- 
ciled to  God,   as  to  be  willing  to  receive 
it. 

I  obfef ved,  that  no  difcouragcment  or 
di£Bctilty  could  arife  in  the  way  of  belie- 
vivg,  but  from  miftaking  the  import  of 
tkt  proxnife*  And  there  is  a  fatal  miitake 
which  has  miflcd  many,  and  difcouraged 
more,  viz.  That  the  eternal  life  which  is 
in  the  grant,  is  fomething  at  a  great  di- 
i^nce,  and  that  there  is  a  long  and  weary 
way  to  go  ere  we  get  at  it ;  that  we  mufl 
repcaait  of  our  fins,  and  forfake  them,  be- 
like, in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  mortify 
th^  fleih,  with  the  luAs  and  aflTcdlions  of 
it, I  and  lead  holy  and  devout  lives  ;  and 
that  all  thefe  are  but  the  means  in  the  ufe 
d  which  we  attain  the  promifed  life,  and 
the  way  that  leads  to  it.  And  a  weary 
Vol.11.  X  way 
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way  it  would  be  indeed,  if  that  was  the  cafe. 
But  blefTed  be  God  it  is  not.  So  far  from 
it,  that  all  thefe  are  but  the  coniequences^ 
the  exercifes,  and  actings  of  that  new  life 
which  the  dead  finner  receives  from  JcTvp 
Chrift,  before  there  is  any  fuch  thing  as 
a  good  motion  in  the  heart ;  and  which  is 
gradually  carried  on,  until  the  Chriftian 
attains  the  end  of  his  faith  and  hope,  in 
a  perfe(5t  likenefs  to  the  glorious  pattern, 
the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefs 
of  Chrift.  To  farisfy  us  fully  in  this,  we 
need  no  more  but  obferve  how  the  confe- 
quences  of  our  great  high  prieft's  fulfil-^ 
ling  the  terms  of  Kfe,  and  having  the 
fulnefs  of  it  lodged  in  his  hand,  are  fta- 
ted  in  the  record  which  God  has  made 
concerning  him. 

I  need  not  obferve  the  immediate  con- 
fequence  of  his  facrifice,  the  perfect  right 
which  we  may  fay  he  acquired ;  and  ac- 
quired not  for  himfelf,  any  more  than  he 
died  for  himfelf,  but  for  thofe  for  whonti 
he  died,  or  fuch  as  are  interefted  in  the 
facrifice.  To  find  out  who  thefe  are,  we 
need  not  go  fo  far  back  as  to  God*s  eternal 
counfels  and  decree  of  election,  nor  even 
to  Chrift*s  intention  with  regard  to  the 

particular 
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particular  peribns  who  (hould  receive  t\\e 
benefit  of  his  facrifice:    for  though  it  is 
certainly  true,  that  all  who  ever  had,   or 
ever  (hall  have,  any  intered  in  that  facri- 
fice, were  chofen  from  eternity,    and'gi- 
ven  to  the  Son,  (and  in  thefe  tenns  Chrill 
(peaks  to  his  heavenly   Father,    becauie 
both  underilood  them  perfedlly) ;  yet  that 
ii  what  no  mortal  can  know,  but  by  the 
event    We  need  no  more  but  take  things 
as  he  has  laid  them  before  us,  and  do  as 
the  old  Ifraelites  did ;   that  is,    believing 
the  truth  of  the  facrifice,  and  of  the  grant 
of  pardon  and  life  affixed  to  it,  rcil  our 
hearts  and  our  ho|)es  upon  the  faithful- 
fiefs  of  him  who  hath  promifed,  and  fcal- 
cd  his  promiic  by  fuch  a  token  of  his  un- 
changeable fidelity,  as  giving  his  own  Son 
a  facrifice  for  the  putting  away  of  fin.    By 
virtue  of  this  gift  and  promifc,  the  vilcft 
finner  has  as  good  a  right  to  eternal  life, 
as  ever  Adam  could  have  had  to  his  life 
by  the  mod  pcrfcdl  and  finlcfs  obedience  j 
and  fo  much  better  and  furcr,    as  it  is 
ChrifVs  right  which  the  believer  hoKls  by. 
And  thus  the  rightcoufhefs  of  Chrid  is 
the  believer's  in  the  very  nature  of  the 
tiling,  as  the  very  deJign  of  his  obedience 
X  2  was 


It 
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was  to  make  out  a  rig^t  for  him,  and  to 
feal  it  by  his  death.  And  thiis  we  iee 
very  plainly  how  God  could  juftify  the 
ungodly,  and  be  very  juft  and  righteous, 
in  doing  fo;  infomuch  that  another  a-^ 
poftle  makes  it  not  only  a  point  of  faidi- 
fulnefs,  but  even  of  juftice,  to  forgive  fin: 
**  If  we  confefs  our  fins,  he  is  faithful 
and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to 
cleanfe  us  from  all  unrighteoufnefs.*' 
Confeffion  of  fin,  we  obferved,  was  the 
firft  thing  the  tranfgreflbr  of  Mofes's  law 
did  when  he  brought  his  facrifice  to  the 
prieft ;  and  that  was  a  plain  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  forfeiture.  From  that  time^ 
he  held  what  remained  of  his  life,  not  by 
his  former  innocence,  or  any  good  deeds 
he  had  done,  but  purely  in  the  virtue  of 
the  facrifice,  and  the  new  grant  of  life 
annexed  to  it  in  the  pardon  of  his  fin. 
We  are  now  freed  from  the  expence  and 
trouble  of  the  facrifice :  God  hath  prepa-^ 
red  one  for  all.  But  we  cannot  enter  up- 
on it,  but  by  confeffing  over  it,  as  the 
Jews  did  of  old,  and  thus  formally .  re- 
nouncing all  pretenfions  to  live  iji  ajiy  o- 
ther  way,  than  in  virtue  of  this  facrific?^ 
and  the  grant  of  grace  in  Chrift  Jefus  j  or^ 


towards  Sinners,  165 

in  other  words,  by  taking  up  our  crofs, 
5*aid  following  him  through  death,  to  be 
planted  into  the  likencfs  of  his  refuitec- 
•fcion,  living  by  that  life  which  is  lodged 
3.n  his  hand,  and  which  he,  by  the  place 
•which  he  holds,  (lands  bound  to  commu- 
xiicate  to  us. 

On  thia  foundation  the  Apoftle  John 
builds  the  account  he  gives  of  God ;  very 
different  indeed  from  what  an  evil  con- 
fcience  and  our  imperfedl  views  of  his 
ways  with  men  prefent  him  to  us  i  he 
faith,  and  repeats  it  for  our  greater 
aflurance,  **  That  God  is  love."  This  in- 
cludes more  than  can  be  expreffed  in  any 
other  terms  :  it  imports,  that  love  is  his 
very  effence  and  nature ;  and  he  proves  it 
by  the  love  he  has  fliown  to  the  world,  in 
giving  his  Son  unto  the  death ;  as  it  was 
impoffible  to  have  loved  them  in  any  dc-» 
grcc,*  if  love  had  not  been  his  very  nature. 
No  man,  I  may  add,  no  creature,  can  love, 
but  where  he  either  fees  or  imagines  fome 
amiable  quality  in  the  objedl ;  (which,  1 
fuppofc,  has  led  lb  many  to  think  that 
they  muft  pofTefs  flich  qualities  in  ordey 
to  recommend  them  to  the  divine  favour)  j 
but  God  never  beheld  any  thing  Jovely 

until 
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until  he  made  it  fo ;  and  he  can  make  any 
objedl  lovely  that  he  pleafes  to  iet  his  love 
npon.  **  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  lo- 
**  ved  God ;"  fo  far  from  it,  that  we  were 
enemies  in  our  minds  through  wicked 
works;  and  this  enmity  was  fo  deeply 
rooted^  that  nothing  could  have  reconci- 
led the  heart  to  him,  but  **  that  he  loved 
**  us,  and  gave  his  only  beloved  Son  to 
•*  the  death,  that  we  might  live  through 
•*  him;**  the  fureft  pledge  that  could 
have  been  given,  that  "  with  him  he  cer- 
•*  tainly  will  give  us  all  things.**  And 
indeed  in  giving  his  Son,  he  really  gives 
us  all  things  :  ^^  For  in  him  dwells  all  the 
•*  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily.**  "And 
**  it  is  given  to  him,  to  the  man  Jelus  the 
•*  Mediator,  to  have  all  the  fiilneis  of  life 
**  in  himfelf,  even  as  the  Father  hath.** 
And  confequently,  when  he  is  given,  all 
the  fulnefs  of  life  is  in  truth  given  alfo. 

Life,  we  had  occafion  to  obferve,  is 
fuch  a  myfterious  thing,  that  there  is  no 
way  of  accounting  even  for  the  continua-^ 
tion  of  it,  but  by  the  energy  of  almighty 
power :  A  power  which  is  always  exerted 
by  that  divine  agent  which  bears  the  name 
of  Spirif^^    The.wprd,    it  is  true,   is  va- 

riouHy 
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ar^oufly  iifcd :  fometimes  it  denotes  created 
J[!pirits,  fometimes  the  temper  and  difpoii- 
iKion  of  fpirit  in  man,  and  fometimes  the 
^ofpel  of  ChriO:,  which  is  the  fpirit  of  the 
law,  and  die  means  of  conveying  the  Spi- 
rit of  life.  But  the  epithet  of  Holy^  or  the 
Spirit  ofGod^  or  of  the  Lord  Cbriji^  are  ne- 
ver applied  to  any  created  thing.  This  is 
that  Q)mforter,  or  Advocate,  whom  our 
Lord  promifed  to  fend  to  his  difciples, 
when  they  were  overwhelmed  with  grief 
on  the  profpeA  of  his  departing  from 
them :  An  event  which,  he  affured  them» 
Was  greatly  for  their  intereft ;  becaufe  that 
Comforter,  who  would  be  of  more  advan- 
tage to  them  than  his  prefence  with  them, 
could  not  be  given,  imtil  he  fhould  be 
admitted  into  the  true  holiefl,  as  the  high 
prieft  was  into  the  figure ;  and  there  en- 
ter upon  the  finifhing  part  of  his  office, 
viz.  bleffing  the  people.  But  now,  being 
fet  down  with  the  Father  on  his  throne, 
the  prieft  and  the  king  are  united  with 
the  prophet,  his  ftanding  character ;  and 
he  is  vefted  with  all  power  and  authority 
to'  blefs  eflPedhially ;  that  is,  to  put  forth 
all  divine  power  for  rarfing  the  dead  fin- 
fiers*  of  Adam's  race  to  a  new  and  never*^ 
' ending 
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eoiUag'li:^.  by  tbisxHoly  Spijit,w^o^^|)f 

This  promife  .va^  puix(9:uall7  ./UJfil^ 

to  the  apoflles  in  a  maimer  th^  fi)l€4  J^ 

who  were  /witneffes  to  it.  with  thegre^i^ft 

aftoniihment*    But  it  is  not  to  be^  wic 

dtytftood.a^  if  the  fame  -Spirit  ha4vn^(;j^ 

been  fent-  before,    and  ceafed  wha:i  ^t^|)f||p 

firft  period  was  over.     The  Apoftle,  fffpr 

aflnres*  us^   that  it  was  the  iame- S^^^^ 

which  fpoke  in  the  prophets :  f^  I>e  Sf^jifjiq 

•^wcfcairift  tefti^dih  them.**    Andj^d" 

pooflftiiC)  we  are  fiire,  extends  to  the,  ei)^? 

dE^^Ac  world.     Our  Lord  put:  that; : Qutr(9|j 

ddubt,  whoEL  he  flood,  and  cried,    V  Mfl:* 

^^  duit 'believes  on  me,  out  of  his  be%  ^tiaHs 

"ti  flow  livers  of  living  water;*'  whichiliidf 

Evangelrft  tells  us,  he  fpake  of  theSpint;$|7 

wdiichthey iliat  believe  on  him  fhoidd ttn> 

ceive^    There  is  indeed  a  great  diverfity^fifol 

gifts^!  fuited  to  different  times  and  >cK:oa<*'.' 

fidns^  > 'But  one  Spirit  is  the  author  of  all^^ 

whb^^vildcdi  unto -every  one  ifeveralljr  .as.i 

he'will,7aaid.dn:whatmanaier  he  pkafenh^ii^ 

eidiei7mbMfenfiyi)r>ind  peuceptiblyy  'as  in^n 

the«p<MQkii>lic  itimes^  cr  ift  a;  moridf^i^irktia^n 

andcc^&quehd^'wop^^  wdy-j':  a»u 

oiir  LjMd  fay6:jo£^the  wind  which  bl6wet|i  *. 

>j  JJ  7  i  whei^e 
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%rhere  it  liftcth ;  which  lad,  notwithftand- 
2.iig9  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  former,  and  produ* 
ces  the  fame  effedls  in  the  hearts  and  fpi- 
xits  of  men* 

The  office  of  this  Spirit,  as  our  Lord  flates 
it^  is  very  extenfive,  and  carries  all  the  blef- 
£ngs  in  it  which  he  has  to  beftow  upon  his 
diiciples :   for  he  fays,  ^^  He  ihall  take  of 
**  mine,  and  fliew  it  unto  you/*    And  left 
any  ihould  imagine  that  the  word  mine  im- 
plied fome  referve,  he  adds,  ^^  All  things 
"  that  the  Father  hath,  are  mine."     And 
thus  the  Spirit's  bufmefs  muft  be,  to  Ihew 
them  all  that    God  has   to  give.     And 
theie  tilings  he  fhews  not  merely  to  look 
•at,  (that  would  be  a  torture  inftcad  of  a 
bleffing),  but  to  put  us  in  polTcflioii  of 
them,  {o  far  as  we  are  capable  of  recei- 
ving them.     And  thus,  when  our  exalted 
high  prieft  fends  his  Holy  Spirit,  he  blcilcs 
us  effedlually  with  all  fpiritual  and  hea- ^ 
venly  bleffings.     And  accordingly  we  find  . 
him  fet  forth  to  our  faith  hy  fuch  titles 
as  import  all  that  we. can  have  any  occa- 
(ion  for,  in  order  to  raife  us  to  the  liigheit 
mjcafure  both  of  pcrfedion  and  happinefs, 
in  a  perfcd  conformity  unto  our  glorious 
head ;  that  as  we  have  bom  the  image  of 
.Vol.  11.  Y  the 
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fcne  ear£fiy  man;^  we' may  alfo  Seaf  the  i- 

mage  of  the  heavenly. 

'  ^e  firfl  Ibleffihg'  a  dead  fiiiiier '  ncefi^^ 

muftb(?life;  for  that  is  the  grouhd-^bifc: 

o?  all  adlivity  and  ^joyment.    it^tt'ift5!s 

ijQ  the  ^rant  annexed  to  the  fadrifice^j  6fi 

the  ,il:^li}iirig  and  acxeptahce  Whertdf;"  t^^ 

fulnefs  of  1  ife  is  lodged  m  the  high  prieft^ 

ii^wd  to  blefs  all  witK,  wlib,"  renotmcing 

*  every  other    dependence,    hav6   recoilrfe 

"  xxriio  the  lacjifice"  alone^     ^Mt  evfen  this 

the  ^caa'failher  hdither  can  nor  Will  do, 

'iitiul  ^^e '  is  blefled  with  the '  iqUickdAiiig 

'iSpiflt    And  yet,  as  things  ftahd,- he  that 

nears  the  gofpel  is  left  abfoluttify  incx- 

culabie :   for  *  he  certainly  can  be  ^fehfible 

of  his  inability  and  perverfenefs ;   he  can 

hear  die  report;  and  what  can liindCT  him 

.tblcfy^to  him,  wh6  has  declarid' he  will 

riot,  *nay,  and  may  not,  caft  otit  Shy  that 

<ibni6  ti)  him  ?  Aiid  wd^s^^  cannbt  be  more 

'  'eipr'^fs  tha*fi'  th6'  ifTurance  fie  has  g^ven, 

'fekt   **  H^heivaAly  Father  Will  ctrainly 

;  ••'i^IV&^fiiS^Holt  S^!rit  tO^  th6f€-ttM]itv:^fk 

-  ''''Hmfl    ■  MariotSble  tift  bis  ^^^^  ttxidic 

''  ^Btnlii'iff&kirMii  '♦Ml  thoft^rtdror&Ae 

vx^ikr  grfjlof'^Gddi  'im^vki'd^^il^  i^tlaRfraifc^th 

**'*^  m&,  ^hoS  >feB5%iiafl?  have  ftfk^.^crfJchhn, 

?  Y  ''  and 
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_^VaRd  ic  would  have  given  thee  living 

^*  water."     ''  Afk,  and  ye  flialK  receive;* 

jnins...  through    the  whole  record.     And 

iixrdy  thoie  who  will  not  aflc^    have  no 

reafon  to  complain  if  they  want  through 

their  own  pervcrfenefs. 

/  Accordingly  the  firft  and  leading  title 

g^vcn  to  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  is,  tL  Spirit 

.igf  Zf^»     And  he  is  fo  in  twp  eijiinent  re- 

fyc&Sj   which  take  in  the  whole  of  his 

.  iRork  in  this  view  :    firft,  as  he  unites  to 

the  fountain  of  life;  and,  fecon4iy,.  as  he 

i^  the  means  of  conveyance  by  which  it  is 

derived  for  quickening  the  dead  firmer, 

-  ^d  viaintaining.  and  fupporting  his  life 

.through  ail  the  intermediate  ftages  6?  it, 

;  until  it  arrive  at  full  perfedlioh. 

,,,    .Much  has  been  &id  about  the  1>eliever  s 

f:tHiion  with  Chrift.     The  Ajipftle  has' efta- 

.,bU%f#  *he  necefhty  of  it :  **  Search,''  faith 

-he,  Vo  ^qid^try  yourfclves;  ki;i^y^/^eJnot 

i  fV '  iyoitr^^wn  fclv(?s,  how:  that  Qirjft^^i^in 

-  t^hiyoife  mis^lefs  ye  be  i^proha^^  ? '*   ti^jCu- 

^i^cflbttstfe^ng:  called;^  as 4^  i§:coa^monly, 

:.  >  tohe  viyJliMl :,  un^g^ :  Cfiay  J^»ye  prgudiced 

J  failitmlOT  mof^.uQ}^  :r  J^gply^  %jr^.  that 
A  titofc^hfittdo^fft^,  cftBj|€5pe<3t  jv>  more  but 

Y  2  '^'         a 
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a.  political  or  mpral  ^infiueiKse  firom.  Ckitft=- 
the  head..  The  record  carries:  it  greatly 
further,    and  pitches  upon .  the    neueiK^ 
clofefl,   and  moft  vital  unions  'knowhx^^ 
cnong  men  as  xQodels  of  it*  -  But  idl  tfaU. 
fliort  of  what  the  Apoftle  gives  us  iistme 
word ;  ^^  He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord,  ik 
"  one  fpirit."  ^  And  theace  I  wouldjchufi^ 
to  call  it  a  Jpiritual  union :  the  fame  Spirit 
which  dwells  in  the  Mediator  Jefus,    and 
which  he  receives  not  by  meafure,  that  a> 
nointing^    whence  he  takes  his  title  of 
the  Mtfjiah^    or  the  Chriji^    dwells  and  a-^ 
bides  in  them.     So  the  ApofUe  John  Vfs^ 
prefents  the  undlion  which  he  afcribes^ 
every  Chriftian,    as  producing  the.^famf 
eflPedls    which  our  Lord  afcribes  to  tbf 
Holy  Spirit.  .    ,.  ' 

.  And  as  he  is  thus  the  great,  and,  prqr 
perly  fpeaking,  the  only  bond  of  unipt) 
between  Chrift  and  the  Chriftian ;  fo.hc 
miift  be  the  only  jjaedium  by  which  th« 
life  is  conveyed.  This  muft  be  an  inex-  ^ 
plicable  fecret.  But  we  are  helped  to  tb« 
conception  of  it  by  thfe  method  whi<;h:  hf 
who  underftood  it  perfecUy,  to9k::|q.e%^ 
plain  it  to  Nicodemus,  comparing^  it  Jfl 
the  fifft^    ^?^^  j^Zfj^^f)  ^^/^H^hktkl 

Except 
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"^hjwf^  Sttd'trfT^  S^Jiriti  hecanttdt  eriticr 
•^■^tfl  thie*  ktegdbm  of  God;^-    And  ac=5- 
-«M:diD^jtf  th*e4*-aJiiew  creature  prodiicc^, 
4ti«idiflfei«WJ  fkim'thit  whfcK'is  p^ 
^atke  fiarft  birthi  -a^.  fpirit  is  f¥om  flifli^ 
ff  TlMui  which  is  bom  of  the  ffefti,  isfliffl'j 
i^i^diat  iwhich  is  bom  of  the  Spirit,  ife'fpi- 
^^lic.'^'    The  Evangelift  John  git^es  juft 
fioeh  another'  defcription  of  the  fohis  '6f 
God;  that-^  they  are  bom,  not  of  blodd^ 
f ^  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flfefh;  nor  evert  of 
^4  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God  "    As  no 
body  fefiifes' the  interpofal  of  rekl  crek-i- 
8ilig  power  in  the  firft  birth,  why  Ihouli 
mt  '  eipi^efe  affertions   in    the   record  6e 
lh*6\Jght  d6wn  to  mere  figure  "and  meta* 
phor  in  the  fecond  I    Nicodemus's  objec- 
tion, '**  How  can  thefe  things  be  ?  *^  is  all 
that'^dan  be  faid  againft  it:    and  that  will 
appear  a' very  foolifh  one  to  thoiTe  who,  ac- 
knowledge any  creation  at  all.  '       . 
'  ^Btit  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  is  not  given  nier^- 
lyi 'as^'a  tranfient  agent,  to  make  tfie  new 
ciieatuM/  and 'then  leave  it  to  itfelf/  -That 
is^wfeit^he  crtiitdi^^nevei*  did. with  any  of 
bis  works  j"  'uttd  the  hew  creature,  fpirit  as 
iC^itei-^s*  Ab-Morif  capable  of  fetf-fubfift'ence 
^M^-^.'  than 
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than  any  of  the  dd  clreatures^    "nie^  Spirit: 
is  therefiMre  feftt  fi>  albide  ^ith  tlien^  •  f«* 
«ver,  to  be  the  very  principle  of  life  m. 
them.    And  this  is  the  great  diitingoifh^ 
ing  cfaaraderiftic  of  the  ;Chfiftiaii   hfHi^ 
vAiich  makes  it  of  a  quite;  difierent  kind 
from  all  others  whatfoeven     For  dnis  real 
ChriiUans  live  by  that  very   life  which 
Cihrift  himfelf  lives  by,  luid  as  we  find  die 
Apoftle  Paul  defoiibing  it,   ^Hbo .  certainly 
linderftoad  it  vnSll :    "  It  is  not.fo^  nwch 
^^  the  man  thkt  lives,  as  it  is  Chriit  tbat 
*•  lives  in  him.^'     And  therefore  it  isnivfo 
liim,  or,  v^hich  is  the  fame  thing,  to  the 
grace  of  God,  that  he  afcribes  all  the  goo(i 
that  ever  he  was  enabled  to  do:  **  Not  V 
faid  he,    **  but  the  grace  of  Gk)d  which 
••  was  in  me/'    To  him  therefore  he  gives 
the  glory  of  all. 

And  hence  it  is  that  we  find,  not  only 
the  life  of  the  Chriftian,  but  all  the  powers 
of  the  new  fpiritual  life^  attributed  to  this 
fame  Spirit ;  and  iuitafole  titles  are  given 
Jiim  correfponding  to  thefe  powers.  Thus, 
for  inftance,  he  is  ftyled,  "  the  Spirit  of 
•^  truth ;  *•  and  his  bufinefs  is,  "  w  lead 
''  men  into aU  truth;"  •^Thefpirit  of  wif-. 
*^40m  and  :underftftnding ;  The  giver  of 

**  under^ 
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^^  lladtfiftandihg  W  knbw  the  things  free** 

^  ■  ly  gfven  of  G tfd;**     And  as  he  Tearchcs 

^  all   Aings,  even   the  deep  things  of 

*••  G&d;"' f(J  our  Lord  and  his  apoftles 

fey,   that  •*  he  tcacheth  all  things,    and 

^^  brings  fell  things  to  the  remembrance 

•^  of  his  people/*  as  they  have  occafion 

for  theiii.     He  is  likewife  ftyled  a  ffirit  qf 

grace  and  /implication^  both  for  inftrudling 

in  what  is  fit  and  proper  to  aik,  and  gi* 

tring  confidence  and  boldnefs  to  enter  into 

the  holiefl ;    to  the  very  throne  of  grace, 

where  mercy,  aftd  grace  to  help  in  every 

time  of  need,  wait  their  acceptance.  **  Ho, 

"every  one  that  thirfteth,"    &c.  is  the 

ybice  of  the  Spirit.    And  not  to  infill  fur- 

jdier  oh  fiich  a  copious  fubjedl,  to  him.  is 

t  committed  the  perfedling  of  the  faints, 

and  providing  all  that  is  necefTary  for  that 

pnrpofe;  and,  in  one  word,  to  "keep  them 

"  'by  the  tnighty  power  of  God,  through 

.M^faith  unto  ialvation."    So  that,;  upon 

*T^r{whole,  where  Chrtflf  is  givei,  the  Ho* 

.dy.lS^irit  is  givtn  to  eyery  one  that- will 

'^affoiwutoin  the  faith  of  the  promife  as 

hifcfftarids  ill  Ghrifl:    anJi-wher^^  eternal 

^tife -is  givf  n  iUi  its  fvill  ««ent^  aU  tfcat  is 

'-l^km!  '"  and 
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alib,  titiit  ihaii  attaiii  its  fuU  rpdtfedsm 
m  the  gl<>fy  and  happkieis  of  the  worlds 
dEtoie^  to  whiciab  tkc  great  God,  and  aui 
Saviour,  (hall  £1^7,  bring  all  thathiuv 
bdkired  inJiis  name.     Upon  th^  whide^ 
tketi^  the  ojpdon  Hands  dius:    Whether 
fliall  we  coiitient  ooHelTes  with  that  {ntsfidf 
perilling  life  we  have  from  Adam,    and 
tdce^^cur  venture  of  that  everlaiting.dr^ 
flrudtion  from  the  preience  of  die  Lotd^. 
and  the  glosy  of  his  power,  which.  ihaU« 
be  the  portion  *of  thofe  who.rejed;  the  Sa^ 
viotir?    or,  ihall  we  finally  renoxmce^aodt 
^ve  iip  with'  a  preient  life,   and  all  tba& 
beloiigs  to  it^  in  the  faith  and  hope  - jx£ 
that  eternal  life  which  is  held  fortk  4U]jd- 
pridledupon  us  in  the  gofpel  of  Chrifkir 
An  option  dtus,  about  which  one  ihdald: 
think  no  man:  in  his  ibber  foo&s  coiikt 
deliberate -a  moment;  but  that  every  OiMr 
fhould  chearfully,  and  \idthout  hefitatloii^-^ 
d^y-hiit^elf,    take  up  his  crofs,  4^e  In^ 
itirumeht-ofdeath,- and  follow  Chrift^  .       i 
-  And  bailee  ^e  may  eafMy  fee  what  diat^ 
go^)e}-li6lmefef  ^r  fandiification,  is,  whidhi^ 
compreihends  the  whole  work  of  die  Spi- 
rit, and  iiasrJbeesQt,  and  yet  is,-  moft-  mi^ 

ferably 
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«Kh€tftlkfi  Ghiifliana;    ami  perhaps   by 
^bmr.wiia  .are  really  itX'    The  name  i^  ta^ 
Jam  fieom   the   Old-Teftamoit   wridngSi 
«mI' the  ihadow.and  figure  of  it  under 
|ha£ :  difpenfation :    and  thooce  we  muil 
finn^iir  conceptions  of  it^  if  we  propoie 
ifeBiifwer  the  New-Teibunent  account  of 
k^rwhkkis  all  formed  upon  that  pkn« 
Hirr^  Diae  find -all  the  congregation  of  If-- 
^aeicwene  holy,  the  Levites  more  fo^  the 
piicfts  yet  more  than  the  common  Levites^ 
aod  dM  high  prieft  in  a  peculiar  mannei^ 
ianftified  and  made  holy  unto  the  iKH-dv 
Irdo  not  mention  thb  as  if  I  thought  there, 
W6IS  :^cbe  any  fuch  diftin£lion   among: 
PJiiiifti^fcnA :    indeed  the  caf^  will  not  ad- 
Hk;of  it;   for  there  is  one  great  high 
pncft,  the  head  of  the  body,  the  churcb; 
sod  all  thofe  whom  he  has  loved,  fo  as  to 
WBiOx  them  firom  their  fins  in  his  own  bloody 
aj».made  kings  and  priefb  unto  Cxod;  or, 
w«tiie  Apoitle  calls  them,  a  royal  pru^bood:^ 
but  I  do  it  tx)  ^ve  us  a  more  diftin<^  view 
Q£.jdic  thing,    in  thofe  feveral  lights  in 
'V{}iidtit  ftands,   and  in  what  was  com- 
mf^rto  them  alL 
l^ere  svre  thefe  four  tlungs  which  we 
-  ^VftLjI.  Z  find 
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find  in  dthcm  all,  which  fe^m  to  compter 

hend  the  whole  of  that  fandification  we 

have  iii  view  to  defcribe.  •  o 

.    'I,  A  feparation  from  the  profane  CQin- 

muirity:  in  which  they  were  naturally  lyings 

without  any  difference  at  all  between  thewl 

and  thfe  reft  of  mankind.     Nay^  we  find 

God  himfelf  declaring,  when  he.  chpfe  thg 

Ifraelites,  that-  they  were  the  feweft,  aoA 

the  moft  pejTv^rfe  of  all  people^     And  it.'is 

to  be  obierved,  that  from  this  ieparatio]% 

thip  na,rne  of  fanftification  is  taken  in  .the 

original  language,    which  is  the  foundqcv* 

tion  of  aU  the  reft.  .■  t  t 

^:  ;24  Walhing,    purifying^   and   cleanfiag 

thofe  who  were  thus  feparated,.from  the.dcr 

filement  and  pollution  which  they  eith^ 

had  nat\u:;^lly,  or  had  contracted  in  tjicir 

'^QinmQ?L  ftate.    And  here  it  is  to  be  obfcl^ 

{y44j ;  tUat  the  foundation  of  all  this  w^s 

'Jftid  ;in  the  blood,  of  the  facrifices,    aQ4 

jpfirfprpa^d.-by    the    application    of   that 

,bi9o4^)  in  £t?m^:fl^^     or  other,  to  the  pei*- 

foUf  w^Hq  :  w^^.  to,  b$:  fan<Stified.     So  that  in** 

.depci^here.cpjL^.bie.as  little  purificitian  .^ 

jTeDQijffiqiii,  T^^fith^  of  blgpd., .  .,  • 

:    .  3,  The  perfon^thifts  feparatedaiwiicleiyft- 

fed  were  '/olcjnniy^  <ieypt?<i  aiD^i^i  apaytjlo 

'c..;.     '        '         '         /  •         God. 


Ocf^'foP  dlat' i  particdliar  flation  to  ^kick 
^[ey-Jvrerejieparatedi,  'and  the  fervice  and 
T)iifinefs  which  belonged  to  it.     And, 
i'r^^  They  v^ere   provided  in  fuch  gifts 
md   powers  as    he  who  appointed  thein 
few!  nc«:eflarjr  for  their  refpecflive  office^^ 
I thuvc'put  both  thcfe  together ;    becaufc 
their'  afkointing  to  the  office,   al  once  con*  - 
fecratfed  -or  fet  them  apart  for  it,  and  gave 
ijiibrnfull  power  and  authority  to  do  e- 
'^isiy' thing  that  belonged  to  it,  which  no 
tother  might  with  fafety  ufurp  in  any  de- 
*gi^€e;  as  King  Uzziah,  mighty  as  he  was, 
felt  to  his  coft ;  and  as  the  anointing  with 
.joii  was  a  fymbol  and  fign  of  the  true  an^ 
vHntkhg;   thence"  their  powers   and  abili*- 
tilJs  Were  derived. 

'^^irhefeare  all  fo  eafily  applied  to  the  true 

ikh^ification  by  the  blood  and  Spirit  of  our 

Ldrd  Jefus  Chrift,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  fpend 

Words  upon  the  illuftration  of  it.     It  may 

fi^ce  to  obferve,  how  prepofterous,  aiid 

fochetiiing  worfe,  all  the  attempts  of  nieh 

a¥e,'^tb  fkiidlify  themfilves,  ortaake  theirf- 

-fettes^^oly^  by  any  other  means,  or  up6ti 

any  bther  motives  and  views  ^  than  the  great 

ikcnfiti^^iid  tmdlion  which  -  oiir  ^blefled 

^R*8eim«r-hftth  j^ovided  f^his  fdIlow6rs  j 

'^^^^-^  Z  2  and, 
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t»349\^^^^i^^^  time,  how^  fod'Hih^  |jhidf 
<!^;f^Qn  it,  ;^;?|iidb.  has  ever  ikice  the  Ah 
^0^'s-days  been  urged  with  much  Teke* 
mex^^gainO,  ther'dcwElrme  of  grace,  :ajad 
t^e  ft^ee  j\iftificq.tioa  of  finners,  or,. ;  .which 
igdie^  fame  thing,  pardoning  fin,  aadcwt* 
king  ^^frce  gift  of  eternal  life  in  ChriftJ 
as  ifrit  gave  an  encouragement  to  fin,  anil 
'we^ened  the  obligations  to  hblineji.  Tli| 
Apoftlt' gave  the  true  anfwer.  That  iht 
thing  was  impoflible  :  '*  They  could  not 
*'  continue  in  fin,  becaufe  they  were  dead 
"  to  it ;"  dead  and  buried  with  Chrift  to 
a  prefent  world,  and  a  prefent  life ;  and 
confcquently  dead  to  all  the  temptations 
to  fin,  but  alive  unto  God  by  Jcfus  Chrift  5 
infomuch  that  the  Apoftle  John  fcruples 
not  to  fay,  that  ^'  they  cannot  fin,  bedauC 
*'  they  are  bom  of  God,  and  the  feed  lif 
*VGod  abideth  in  them/'  And  futiely 
they  that  live  in  the  Spirit,  muft  walfc^ 
the  Spirit,  or  as  they  are  led  by  the  Spiw(S 
Mcnwi^rable  are  die  words  of  the  AjioftTe 
Johnr  "  He  that' faith  he  abidfeth  iD( 
*1  Ghrift,  ought  himfelf  alfo  fo  to  walk »» 
•>  ven  as  he  walked;'*  And  by  thfe  fantitf 
role,  bo  duutrdally- abides: in  Chrift,  will 
99!t9dnly4P  &^(  fQt  wliofoevi^*  i);ath  thil^ 


^my.riO     to^ardsTSlHN^sO  tit 

JiipCiiiLhithicthe  hope  df^  beidg^oSkle  hift 
HhtoflChrift;  c^tinavbat-ptmfy^hii^^ 
tnw  zdhffin '  pure.  The  lof^  MGti^ 
lxmRr^nw\  him }  '  latid  *  that  is*  d^  <»)ni&iybkit 
ihcdmparabfly  more  effddtial  than  all  t^ 
httBMd  fan<^on&  man  could  ev^r^detliei 
Nky^  Without  this  coi^ftraint/^  s}l  *t}itfiti6^ 
^es  and  arguments  ft6m  atiy^bthcr^dfi^ 
pks  will  go  fbr  nothing  i«4ienevei-  a  tmip^ 
tadoa  comes,  as  fad  eoLpQtitnct  %Siiimii^ 
ly  verifies  in  numberlefs  Inftancfts;^  ■  -n.b 

I'.:        ,      ■  .  •  .':.■•■■■ 

C    H    A    ?•        IX.  ;  - 

j),      -  Cottcltiftons^  i 

Tl'  rr  Pon  the  whole,  then,  and  after  the  moft 
h^  critical  review  of  the  waysr^of  God 
^th  man^  it  muflt  appear,  that  the  rwc- 
\9^\tm  of]  Jefu3  Chifift  iis  the  mofl  perfed 
4eBaij«iftratioji  of  the  Apoftle's  proportion; 
S^i  \T\{^t  God  is  love ;''  and  )t^t  in  the  refl 
yfllatloDipf  the!  love. of. God  t^  mankind^ 
evejJJ;  fedi  we  Jkaveilatteftediffi  thdJredord/ 
fvcry  ftdp  tbatrjwfe  find>thb  crearibr.»ha»  taJ^ 
J^ni  (ttenrieiB  i  m  it  i  liiot .  6nly  fiirthcr  and 
i&uSiiQridytfco'wribsrbf  h£b  glokyi^bdc  likCM 
^SR^ltbat;  he  has  pitched  his  glory  on  this 

particular 
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paiticular  point,  **  peace  and  good-^iirifl 
*'  toWard  men  on  earth."  How  unlike  & 
this  to  the  dreadful  image  the  father  of 
lies  hath  forged,  to  frighten  men  awajr 
£rom  him ;  and  which  an  evil  confciencs 
hath  improved  into  flavifh  terrors  of  liis 
jnajefly  and  greatnels,  purity  and  holi^ 
hdsj  and  rigid  juftice ;  as  if  nothing  weds 
to  be  expcded  from  him  but  the  vaU 
geance  of  a  provoked  enemy,  who,  /at 
beft,  is  fo  tenacious  of  his  favours,  that 
nothing  can  be  obtained,  but  what  ia^ui 
a  manner  extorted  from  him  by  the  cobdh 
plete  fatisfadlion  made  by  Jefus  ChiiA; 
l.ittle  wonder  it  ihould  be  found  vcBjf 
hard,  I  may  fay  impoflible,  to  recohcilo 
the  heart  of  a  finner  to  fuch  a  God*  '  :;  ^  A 
To  efFed  this  reconciliation,  th©  Ar^ 
poftle  tells  us,  was  the  great  dcfign  of  thiJ 
gofpel-record,  viz.  That  *^  God  was' iti 
"  Chrift  re<^nciling  the  world  to  himfd^ 
*'  not  imputing  their  trefpaffes  xano 
^'  them/'  For  this  end  did  God  conmut 
the  miniftry  of  reconciliation  to  cfertalft 
perfons,  chofen  for  the  purpofe,  to  pi*^ 
and  intreat  thoughtlefs  man  to  be  recdfl^ 
ciled  to  him ;  v^hich  was  the  fkme-  thidg 
w  if  God  himfelf,  and  hisblefled'  Soniii 

pcrfon^ 
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^rfoii^    did.  thus  pray  and  intreat  them, 
.^nd  in.  very  deed  there  lies  the  only  ob- 
ftacle  in  the  way  of  falvation;  not  that 
Qodas  unwilling  to  be  reconciled  to  men, 
but  that  they  will  not  be  reconciled  to 
him.     And  the  Apoftle  John  gives  us  the 
oilly.way  in  which  that  can  be  remedied  j 
the  way  in  which  he  and  his  fellow-Chri- 
ftians  were  reconciled  :    *'  We  love  him,'* 
fays  he,  "  becaufe  he  firft  loved  us/'  And 
.imtil  the  love  of  God  is  known,  and  belie- 
.^md^  all  pains  taken  to  effedt  a  reconciliai^ 
tmn  will  never  prevail.     God  mull  appear 
dittdable  and  lovely,  otherwife  we  can  never 
love  him ;  and  nothing  but  his  love,  and 
ta^fydl  belief  of  it,  can  make  him  appear  fol 
And  lurcly  we  may  fay,  with  the  bed  a^ 
fiinnce^   that  there  never  was,    nor  can 
be,  another  lover  who  either  did  or  could 
demonftrate  the  greatnefs  and  fincerity  of 
las  love  by  fuch  authentic  proofs  and  do- 
cuments. 

iilt  is  really :  aftonilhing,  jthat  the  grace 
Ibown  in  the  firft  creation,  the  conti-* 
rppt^  exertions  of  fuppprting  power,  and 
t^  provifion  made  for  noan  in  the  courfe 
ofiwtyhatis  chilled  common  providence, 
&o»14  l}^  fe  Kttlft  minded.    Nothing  but 


1T.yt-*-. 
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a  fccfct  heart-atheifm  can  Account  ftfr  % 
or 'draw  off  the  heart  of  a  creature  frinfe 
th6fenfe  of  its  dependence,  its  abfolute  de- 
pendence, on  the  free  and  fovereign  gn4t 
'of  the  creator.     He  hks  taken  die  moft 
effedhial  meaiures  for  ifferting  the  gl$tf 
of  his    fovereignty,     and    reducing    h^ 
thoughtlefs  creatures  to  their  right  cre^ 
ture-ftate;    which  is,  to  live  entirely  ^b^ 
his  grace.     In  the  firfl:  man  he  gave  a  fai^ 
ieniible  reprefentation  of  the  happinefe  «f 
mankind  in  that  way.    By  fixing  the  ftainr 
<xf  mankind  as  it  now  is,  he  reduced  tbem 
to  a  fenfible  neceffity,  of  either  periflung^ 
OT  of  owing  all  to  fovereign  grace;    9*4 
lie  has  fet  liiat  in  iiich  an  alluring  ligk^ 
that  none  can  perceive  it,    without  a<> 
knowledging  the  happinefs  of  thofc  whli 
»re  admitted  to  live  in  this   way.     Bm^ 
laam's  wifli  is  a  very  common  one. 

But  when  the  great  fovereign  of  hf ii* 
ven  and  earth  condefcended  to  unite  hiin«f 
felf  to  us,  as  he  has  done  in  the  perfon 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  it  was  much,  and  io^ 
finitely  more,  than  could  be  expec^ed^ 
that  he  fhould  publifh  an  adl  of  graoi^ 
forgiving  iniquities,  tranfg^effions,  and 
fins.  '  But  whert  to  this'a<5t  of  gmc^  Jk 

hath 
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^«U^iiperadded  a  grant  of  etems^  Hfe,  and 
4|^9kitally:  lodged  it  in  the  hands  of  his  Son^ 
>l|At0?c  jhe  knew  it  muft  be  fafe ;  and  whea 
•jbc  ^pdre4  not  eveQ  him^  but  fent  him  inr 
j|o  file  world  to  laj  dqwn  the  life  he  had 
Itjgui  up  amqag  Adam's  children;  that 
j^  fame  iacrifice  by  wl^ich  fin  was  con- 
4^ipned  in  his  flefh,  i(iight  carry  in  it  the 
j^opg^  afTurance  God  could  give  of  par- 
|j|p|i.and  life ;  what  fhall  we  fay  of  fuch  a 
^q^fice?  was  it  defigned  to  reconcile  God 
Hft^^oam  or  to  teftify  the  truth  and  greajtr 
j|fl&;of  his  love  to  them  I  - 
:|viknd  yet  the  way  he  has  chofen  to  coar 
^psjr  the  benefit  of  tlus  grants  carries  it  yet 
jaa^er*  It  was  much  that  finners  fhould 
b$  jufli£ed  freely  by  his  grace,  from  all 
ikmg^  from  which  they  could  never  have 
hem  juftified,  either  by  the  law  of  Mofe^ 
pr  any  other  law  that  could  be  imagined^ 
ctfjpecially  when  a  perfedl  right  to  life  was 
xaade  out  for  them,  without  any  pain  or 
ifltbofttF  of  theirs  :  but,  as  if  that  had  been  a 
i^i^U  matter^,  and  below  the  dignity  of  his 
Iftve^  he  has  chofen  to  make  the  conv^- 
fjMe  by  .an  a6^  of  adoption,  invefling  them 
HWI  only  with  the  rank  and  dignity^  but 
i[99^^l  the  rights  and  pdvileges  of  fon& 
i^oi-II.  A  a  an4 
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and  heirs.  This  was  fuch  an  effort  of 
love,  that  the  Apoftle  John,  with  all  hi^ 
fkill  in  language,  cx>uld  not  find  a  wor4 
to  exprcfs  it  by  :  he  therefore  only  ap-? 
peals  to  the  effeft  of  it,  and  fays,  *^  B©* 
*'  hold,  what  manner  of  love  the  Fathci: 
^*  hath  beftowcd  upon  ns,  that  we  flionld 
^^  be  called  the  fbns  of  God.** 

But  tieither  doth  the  love  of  God  flop 
here  t  As  it  was  fingular  in  its  nature,  it 
was  fit  it  ftiould  be  fo  in  all  its  eflFedfe  an4 
iffued.  Becaiife  man  c^n  adopt  and  biing 
in  a  ftranger  to  be  heir  to  his  petty  inhdr 
f itance, '  he  would  do  what  no  man,  what 
txti  creature  could  do  :  He  would  not  only 
give  the  title  and  the  rights  of  fons,  bitt 
would  make  them  really  fo ;  which  he 
hiEis  done  in  the  mpft  €ffe(5hial  mani^cr,  by 
giving  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  to  dwell  and 
abide  in  them  for  ever,  and  to  form  thdr 
hearts  into  the  fpirit  and  temper  of  bclo^ 
yed  children,  to  cry,  "  Abba,  Father.'^ 
And  becaufe  he  knows  their  childifli  fpHy^ 
how  eafily  they  are  impofed  on  and  wi£r 
led,  he  has  put  them  under  the  care  -of 
one  who  is  every  way  his  perfedl  image, 
but  efpccially  in  the  tendemefs  of  Icwre, 
kmdnefs,  and  compafllon,  viz.  his  own 
' '  blefTed 
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"bleflBaSon;  in4  of  that  Spirit  he  has  givea 
to  dwell  and  abide  in  them,    with  all  the 
ifiighty  power  of  God :  {o  tliat  it  is  utter- 
ly impaffible  for  all  the  power  of  men  and 
devils  td  pluck  them  out  of  his  hand. 
:    What  pity  is  it^    that  all  this  love,   fa 
tsronderful  in  itfelf,    fhould  be  loft  ?    and 
lofl  it  will  be  to  us,    as  if  it  had  never 
l>een^    unlefs  it  is   known,  and  believed; 
J^nd  hence  faith  comes,  to  be  the  firll  duty^ 
and  the  foundation  on  which  the  whole  of 
doty  ftands.  Where  this  is,  all  the  conunand-^ 
ments  of  God  appear  ndt  only  not  grier 
Vous^  but  eafy,  pleafant,  and  delightful : 
for  indeed  they  are  all  of  them  dictated 
©y   perfedi  difinterefted  love,    purely  for 
the  benefit   and    advantage  of   thofe   to 
whom  they   are   given.     But  where    the 
love  of  God  is  not  known,  and  firmly  be- 
Heved,    they  are  not  only  grievous,    but 
indeed  impoillble  to  be  obeyed.     The  A- 
poftle  John  lets  us  into  the  fccret  of  thii 
ieeming  paradox.     So  long  as  the  love  of 
the  world  rules  in  the  heart,  the  ways  of 
(Grod  muft  be  infupportable ;  and  nothing 
.  tan  turn  dut  the  love  of  the  World,    but 
tha  love  of  God  Ihed  abroad  in  the  heart. 
This  is  the  proper  bufincfs  of  faith ;  and 
A  a  2  thus 


^wsjit  i$  ti^vij^QTy  which  Qji^l^pmiii^ 

/irWhehond  has  faid,  thsO:  the-&fdu«lr 
bdie¥iiig  ib  mikch  fpdcen  of'  m  ^emOBd^ 
^od  which  bears  fuch' weight  inrtilie  QJ^oBvl 
ftian  lifcy'  is  thfeverf  fame  which  i»^  wdl 
kiio¥m  in  totninoii  life^  he  has  i&i^Afcaii 
i^batcan  be  faid  for :  dealing  the  J^itijre  q£ 
it4 .  T^  meaneft  peafant  knows  h^tJfOB 
what  it  is  to  believe,  than  the  moft  Jeaiji-^ 
ed  J^ofppher  can  define  it.  It  can  he 
known  only  by  exjieiience.  It  is  «n  in^ 
wardibiie,  ii^hich  nond  can  knt>w  an^ 
thing  of,  btit  they  who  feel  it ;  and  neswdt^ 
was  any  man  at  a  Ibfs  to  know  when  he- 
believed,  and  when  not,  unlefe  he  had 
been  fbme  how  carried  out  of  thd  pkiof 
iiatiirdl  road,  and  made  to  imagine  thafi 
faith  is  fomething  he  knows  not  what^ 
nor  how  it  is  to  be  performed.  ^  .  i    ;] 

What  the  Chriftian  is  Called  to  believe  j\ 
is  another  queftion,  and  a  very  propei^ 
one.  And  the  anfwer  is  obvious :  It  is  the 
record  of  God ;  or,  what  w*  were  .^^ 
hpw  obferving,  is  in  a  fpecial,  manner  tkit. 
tcfxilt  of  the  whole,  viz.  "  ThattGlodiid 
"  love,''  or  the  love  that  Gtod  hath  mmii,' 
This  gives  occafion  to  ahocher  very  proptP 


^Leilkv,'  How  daw/  ot  hbwfhafll  weknow 

that?     And  the  anfwer  ii  as  obviou^i  By 

toeiMdeOdfts  llt'^hrfft'givenfof  his  loire  in 

^cfad^'Werhavef  recorded,    and  by  his 

^«a]^s>wiliintiii8ikdd&d'  there  let  before  us^ 

tlicvTdry  <fanle  way'  by  which  we^  know 

tud  ibdieve  the  love  whic^  men  have  to 

%B;  •  I  have  marked  out  the '  principal  one»^ 

the'gteat  Hnes,  fo  to  fp6ak  :  bdt  there  ar* 

ftfgrext  immber  of  fubordi'nate  one0^  'vi«i 

liib  tways  with  particular  mtti  in'particii*^ 

luf/csfea)  -which  fome  call  'trifling;  and* 

l^oW/the'^dignity  of  hiftbry:     But 'the  rc^ 

xtordas^not  made  to  give  a  hiftory<)f  mcfti'^ 

'orlof  tht  affairs  of  this  world;*  but  to  re-^ 

faal  the  creator  of  it,  and  to  lead  ns'snt^* 

^h  views  of  him  as  may  reconcile  us*  to^ 

hkth^  and' endear  him  to  us;  '  ^^'' 

ijAad  therefore  it  mull  be  obfcrved,  that' 
ithe  fa(Sls  recorded  there  arc  not  matters  of 
pnreifpeculation,  for  thti  improvement  of 
our  mind^,  but  benefa(5ti6ils  and  promi— 
fte;^  which  demand  luitable  acknowledge^ 
Atttts'  for  the  benefits  alreftdj^  received, 
airtld  depindencfe  on  the  promlfti*V  faith-' 
Mhck^  for  vrhat  is  further  ^pl'omlf ed;  This 
i&'well  knbwA  among  men  by 'the  term.<> 
*^<  tpufiing  and  Htfrndif^g-  on  otic  another^s 

*'i  .  Word. 
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word.  And  to  talk  of  believing  a  promise 
whieh  does  not  imply  this,  is  really  talk* 
ing^contradidlidns ;  and  to  fay  we  believe 
the  promife  perfe(5lly,  virhile  we  entertah| 
any  doubt  or  wavering  about  the  perform* 
ance  of  it,  is  very  little  better.  Juft  'fgi 
much  full  afTurance  as  there  is  of  the  trutl)L 
i^nd  faithfdlnefd  of  the  promife,  fb  muciji 
afTured  confidence  will  there  be  in  Godf 
and  fo  much  as  there  is  of  this  confidencci 
fo  much  faith^  and  no  more.  So  thaf 
there  can  hArdly  be  a  groffer  mifiake  thaa 
what  many  indulge  themfelves  in^  That 
their  want  of  affurance  is  their  unhappi* 
iiefs,  but  not  their  fin.  Juft  fo  much  of 
doubting  as  there  is  mixed  with  faith,  fo 
inuch  is  there  of  unbelief;  and  in  propor- 
tion to  that,  fo  much  there  is  of  fufpicioot 
and  jealoufy,  that  God  may  be  a  liar,  or 
at :  leaft  that  liis  faithfulnefs  may  ^fsLili 
wlaich  is  nearly  allied  to  it. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  what^ 
ever  indignities  of  this  kind  are  offered  Xp 
tlie  God  of  truth,  they  always  in  the  qnd 
recoil  upon  ourfelves.  Whatever  jealou- 
,l^es,  fears,  and  mifgivings  of  heart,  aa 
fuffered  to  mix  with  our  faith,  they  fo  faf 
weaken  our  knowledge  and  belief  of  tfce 

love 


love  of  God  to  us ;    {tnd  confecjuently  ib 
fer  break  the  force  of  the  impreflions  i? 
IW'ould  othcrwifc  make  upon  our  hearts, 
tod   deaden  our  acknowledgements   and 
jr6turns  of  love  to  him,  which  it  is  in  the 
itry  nature  and  intention  of  faith  to  make 
fo  deep  and  ftrong,  as  to  form  the' heart; 
Ithat  is,    the  inward  fentiment's  and  feel- 
ing of  the  foul  upon  it ;  to  plant  the  love 
pf  God  there,  and  to  make  it  tlic  ruling 
principle,  which,   according  to  the  mea- 
sure of  its  perfeftion  and  ftrengtli,  forms 
all  the  afFedlions  and  paflions,    atid,    of 
pourfe,    the  whole  cpnverfation,    into  a 
Conformity  and  fuitablenefs  unto  the  *go- 
fpel  of  Chrifl. 

And  thus  it  is  ths^t  faith  becomes  the 
vidlory  which  overcbmeth  the  world,  as  it; 
difcovers  the  vanity  and  emptinefs  of  it, 
which  can  never  be  fully  perceived,  but 
in  the  light  of  the  glory  of  God  fliining 
in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  The  love  of 
God,  and  the  love  of  the  world,  can  by 
no  mekns  ftand  together  in  the  fame  heart, 
any  more  than  one  man  can  ferve  two 
Inafters.  And  even  in  this  light,  love  may 
juftly  'be  faid  to  be  the  fulfilling  of  the 
whole  law,    as  it  efFedually  dcfti'oys  the 

root 
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foot  from  which    all  fin    fprmgs,     adN| 
breaks    the    force   of   every    temptatiQi^ 
which  are  all  taken  from  a  prefent  world  | 
and  particularly  all  thofe  feparate  intepefli^ 
which  make  men  hatefdl  to,   and .  hating 
pne  another,  and  are  the  fnnd  and  fuel  of 
all  the  evil  and  mifchief  which  is  or  ca^ 
be  in  the  world.     Where  the  love  of  GrQd 
rules  in  the  heart,  it  natively  extends,  it- 
felf  to  every  perfon  and  thing  that  has  a^ 
ny  relation  to  him.     TThe  man  muft,  if  J^ 
adls  in  character,  walk  in  love,   9s  Chriit 
alfo  loved  U5,    and  gave  himfelf  for  vsi^ 
Ai^d  on  this  it  is  th^t  the  coiumandmefit 
of  loving  and  blefling  our  enemies  is  moj^ 
ftrongly  founded.  ,.    ..    . 

But  tliere  is  another  light  in  wluch  it  is 
yet  jnqre  diredlly  the  fulfilling  of  the  hwR, 
viz.  That  all  the  duties  we  owe,  to  Gpd| 
to  the  Father,  the  Son,  or  the  Spirit,  are  107 
eluded  in  it  j  for  the  duties  to  each  of  them 
are  as  diftinft  as  they  are  from  one  another. 
In  fhorf ,  whatever  duties  we  owe  either  19 
God  or  our  neighbour,  are  no  more  but  the 
native  adiings  and  exercifes  of  love ;  whidi^ 
where-ever  it  is  in  fincerity,  would  ccpt 
tainly  exert  itfelf  in  that  precife  manner. 

which 
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wfech  the  commandments  of  God  dircdl 
and  bind  us  to. 

'And  thus  wc  may  fee  what  reafon  the' 
A|)ome  had  to  fay,  that  '*  in  Chrill  Jefus 
^  neither  circumcifion  avails  any  things 
*  nor  uncircumcifion ;   but  faith,  which 
••  works  by  love."     Faith  leads  the  way ; 
ihd  by  taking  in  the  views  wc  have  given 
us  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  firfl  works 
Jove,  and  then  works  by  it.     Thcfe  two 
Aliake  up  the  lum-total   of  the  Chrillian 
life.    And,  which  is  very  remarkable,  nei- 
ther of  them  is  in  otu-  own  power.     We 
can  neither  believe,   nor  dif believe,   what 
^will,  or  when  we  will,  but  as  the  evi- 
dence con! trains  us  to  the  one  or  the  o- 
itaer.     And  as  little  can  we  love  or  hate, 
fydt  as  the  objedt  appears  amiable,  or  o- 
*erwife.     The  Apollle  flates  the  Chrillian 
Hfe  tts  it  is  :   **  We  all  with  open  face,  bc- 
*  holding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the 
"••'Lord,  are  cliangcdiuto  the  fame  image, 
•*  from  glory  to  glory,    even  as  by  the 
f*'  -Spirit  of  the  Lord."     If  any  Ihall  a/k, 
how  we  come-by  the  fight  of  this  glory  ? 
oar  Lord  tells  us,  it  is  by  the  manifelbi- 
cion  he  makes  of  himfelf ;  and  that  he 
does  it  in  a  way  which  the  world  neither 
VoL.lL  B  b  do 
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do  nor  can  perceive :    "  God,  who  conx- 
^^  manded  the  light  to  Ihine  out  of .  dark- 
"  nefs,  Ihines  into  the  heart,  to  give  ihf 
"  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory,  :pf 
"  God  in  the  fece  of  Jtfus  Chrift."   .  And, 
upon  the  whole,  the  hfe  whicli  the  :rigbt 
Chriftian  lives  in  the  flefh,  is  by  the  faith 
of  the  Son  of  God,  w^ho  loved  him,  and 
gave  himfelf  for  him. 
.    The  Chriftian's  life  lies  wholly  in  Cluift ; 
it  is  by  faith  in  him  tliat  he  lives  :  :  ^od 
thence  it  is  that  he  fets  forth  himfelf:^ 
w^mly  to  the  Jews  at  Capernaum,  as  the 
bread  of  life,  the  proper  food  and  nou^ 
rifhment  of  the  fpiritual  life,  and  the  x)nT 
ly  way  in  which  a  Chriftian  can  live.    ,Jt, 
is   the   way,    the  only  way,  which  GckI 
has  appointed ;  and  therefore  the  only  way 
which  he  yrill  blefs.     To  attempt  to  live 
in  any  other  manner,  (as  many  fuch  afle 
made),  is  really  to  attempt  to  live  whetJiflP 
God  will  or  not.     All  the  life,  and  all  the 
Ppwers  of  life,. that  God  ever  defigned  fpp 
;iny  of  mankind,  are  lodged  in  his  Son,fi 
hand :  a.nd  thence  the  Chriftian  muft  ha^TtS 
his  daily  portion  and  fupply.     It  is  not  ift 
any  natural  or  acquired  perfection,  jicer  ft- 
Ten  in  any;  or  all  the  gifts  of  grace  tJ^ejf 
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tre  received,  or  may  receive,  that  his 
ftiength  lies  ;  but  in  the  grace  that  is  in 
^^lirift  Jefus  :  and  however  weak  and  in- 
^^Vnfficient  he  is  in  hirrifelf  for  any  thing, 
*^€'''can  do  all  things  through  Chrift 
If^ViWigthening  him. 

^   '    Tins'  grand  truth  the  Apollle  Paul  was 
'^i^aught  by  our  Lord  himfelf  on  a  particu-^ 
X  ar  occafion  :    '*  My  grace,"  faid  he,  '*  is. 
^*  fufllcient  for  thee;"    which   produced 
"^vrhat  appears  a  great  paradox  in  principle, 
That  "  when  he  was  weak,  then  he  was 
*^  ftrong ;  '*    and  another  as  great  in  prac-' 
dee,  to  glory  or  boall  of  his  weaknefT- 
eS  and  infirmities :    but  both  founded  in 
folid  wifdom ;   becaufe   Ghrift's   Ilrength 
Is    peirfedled    in    weaknefs ;     and   thence 
firifes  his  glory.     And  thence  this   gives 
rife   to   another  fecming   paradox  of  the 
fame  kind,    viz.    That  to    a  right  Chri- 
ftian  no  duty  is  either  more  caly  or  more 
difficult  than  another.     As  he  is  in  him- 
felf, and  by  the  ftate  of  his  own  powers, 
•he  is  no  match  for  the  eatieft  duty  ;    for 
our  Lord  h«is  faid,  *'  Without  me  yc  can 
^  do  nothing  : "    but  to  the  grace  that  is 
in  Chrift  Jefiis,  and  the  ftrcnj^th  dcriv^ed 
frbm  him,  all  duties  arc  equally  cafy. 

B  b  2  I 
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I  conclude  with  juft  obferving.  That 
where  the  foundations  are  thtrs  lai^  fti 
Chrift,  and  the  foul  rooted  in  him  by 
faith  and  love,  there  needs  to  be  little  an- 
xiety about  being  built  up  in  him  in  all  the 
exercifes  of  holinefs  and  good  works.  TJM^ 
man  that  abides  in  him,  he  himfelf  hath 
aflured  us,  fhall  bear  much  fruit.  Tha 
great  deceiver  knows  this  well ;  and  there- 
fore liis  main  attempts  have  ever  been 
made  to  draw  off  the  Chriftian  from  Ids 
ftrength,  and  then  he  is  lure  to  have  him 
at  his  will.  If  the  Chriftian  is  wife,  hi9 
attention  will  be  conftantly  fixed  on  thi& 
capital  point,  on  which  all  depends.  The 
Apoftle  John's  diredlion  was  didlated 
the  trueft  wifdom  :  "  And  now,  little  chij 
"  dren,  abide  in  him ;  that  when  he  fhs 
*'  appear,  we  may  have  confidence,  a^d 
*'  not  be  alhamed  befcMre  him  at  his  cor 
''  ming."    •  ''^\ 
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OR, 

I'ssBRTATiONS  Oil  Galatians  ii.  20. 

F  aim  cf^Mctficd  with  Chri/i :  never t be lefs  I 
live ;  yet  not  /,  but  Chriji  Uveth  in  me : 
and  the  life  I  now  live  in  the  fiejh^  I  live 
>fy  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God^  who  loved 
me^  and  gave  himfelf  for  me. 

INTRODUCTION. 

IT  is  with  peculiar  fignificancy  that  the 
'  kingdom  of  our  Lord,  and  the  things 
pertaining  to  it,  are  fo  often  called  a 
m^ftery  by  Chrift  and  his  apoftles ;  not  in- 
deed In  the  fenfe  which  fome  have  affixed 
to  that  word,  as  if  a  myftery  were  a  thing 
altogether  unintelligible  ;  but  as  denoting 
fomething  fo  fecret  and  hidden,  that  the 
men  of  the  world,  the  wifeft  not  excepted, 
know  not  what  to  make  of  it :  and  the 
propriety  of  the  expreflion,  when  applied 
to  the  gofpel  in  this  its  genuine  meaning, 
is  too  fully  illuftrated,    by  the  treatment 

which 
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which  the  gofpel  hath  met  with,  in  the 
world.  How  generally  has  it  been  rejed^ 
ed,  not  only  by  the  ignorant  bigotted 
vulgar,  but  even  by  thofe  who  have  been 
reckoned  the  moft  learned  and  wife  ?  And 
among  thofe  who  profefs  their  belief  of 
the  gofpel  in  general,  how  few  receive  it^ 
tmtil  they  havemoulded  it  into  a  fuitabie-^ 
nefs  unto  their  own  preconceived  notions^ 
and  apprehenfions  ?  Whence  has  arifen 
that  multitude  of  fedls  and  parties,  each 
of  them  having  a  peculiar  fcheme  of  Chri* 
ftianity,  which  yet  they  all  pretend  to 
found  upon  the  fame  authority. 

There  is  indeed  a  myftery  in  the  ting-i 
dom  of  heaven,  and  the  whole  condudl  of 
it.     It  is  itfelf  a  fecret  of  fuch  a  nature^ 
that  the  wifdom  of  man,  improved  to  the' 
highefl  pofEble  pitch,    coidd  never  haye* 
difcovered  it :    and  when  it  is  brought. to 
light,  as  it  is,  in  the  gofpel,  it  continues  a 
fecret  in  a  great  meafure  to  all  that  know 
it  only  by  report  and  hearfay.     Chrift's* 
kiiigciom,  is  not  of  this  world  :   it  belongs 
to  another,  a  fpiritual  and  invilible  one^ 
which  can  never  be  brought  under  fenfible 
obiervation ;  the  inhabitants  whereof  arc- 
all  of  the*  lame  nature.     The  fouls  of  men 

are 
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lape  the  only  part  of  them  capable  of  any 
:rorrcfpondence  with  that  fpiritual  world  : 
tLnd  buried  as  thefe  at  prefent  are  in  flelh, 
ftrongly  conne(5led  with  this  material 
iw^orld,  and  formed  upon  the  date  and  ap- 
pearance of  things  here,  they  are  extreme- 
ly unfit  for  it  in  all  refpeds. 

It  is  this  which  makes  the   accounts  of 
^at  world,  and  the  way  of  living  which 
"belongs  to  it,  even  when  conceived  in  the 
xaoft  proper  and  expreilive  terms,  appear  a 
myftery,   a  perfedl  riddle,  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  earth  ;    as  they  can  affix  no 
meaning  to  thefe  terms,    until  they  have 
adjufted   them,  to    their   conceptions,    as 
metaphors  and  bold   figures  ;    by  which 
means^  they  all  may  be,    and  often  have 
been,  explained  away,  not  only  into  ano- 
riier  meaning,   but  one  diredlly  contrary 
to  the  plain  import  of  the  words.     And  to 
give  a  colour  to  this  fhameful  licence,  we 
are  told  ftrange  (lories  of  the  extravagan- 
cies of  the  eaftern  languages,  as  fo  over- 
run with  hyperbolical   affeftations,    that 
nothing  can  be  made  of  them,  until  they 
are  brought  down  to  common  {Qtife  and 
plain  exprcffion :    Language,    one  fhould 
tbixik,  not  very  rfefpedful  to  the  divine 

wifiom, 


±oo      -The  Ghris^tian  Lrpfe^;?        v? 

wifdom,  which,  wc  may  fay  without  o|^ 
fence,  knew  as  well  how  to  adjuft  cxpid^ 
Govt  to  the  matter,  as  the  moft  fedate'  anS 
iagaciotis  of  ouf  modem  philofopherSi'  -yiV 
In  the  accoimt  the  Apoftle  Paul  JheK 
giv^  of  himfelf  to  the  Galatians^  wfatfap 
he  intends  to  let  before  them  a  ftate  of  the 
Chriftian  life,  we  have  one  of  the  moft.et 
iriineilt"  inftances  of  that  myftqrioua  ^ay 
6f Tpeaking.     That  Apoftle,  we  are.iiirfi 
was  able  to  fpeak  as  intelligibly  as  -any 
ihan  ever  was;  and  in  ordinary  caies^-^ 
videritly  did  fo.     Nay,  he  values  himfe]|f 
tf]f>6n  it;    and  even   boafts  of  hi^  u|]|pg 
great  plainnefs  of  fpeech  in  thefe  things  . 
and  fuiting  the  expreffion  to  the  fubje(3;-ija 
hand ;' and  was  thought  of  God  tQ.do  jf 
with  fuch  exadlnefsj    that  he  afferts  with 
great 'bddnefs.  That  if  his  gofpel  wa^  hid 
to  any,  it  was  a  fure  fign  that,  the  god  of 

thi^ 'world  had  blinded  their  minds  tQ 

•  ■    .1  -      I,  ^ 

their  eternal  perdition,  z  G)r.  iii,  12.}  iy,. 
1.  2\  3.  -And  yet  in  this  one  verfp  .  Jie  ha^ 
norfcwerthan  three  expreijicms  of  tl;^is 
kiifd,  the  ftrongeft  that  are  any  wj^r/f,  ^ 
be  found  in  the  Bib}e ;  fiich  only  excepted 
as  arc  ufed*  to  the  fame  purpofe,,  and  per- 
tc&iy  of  a  piece  with  them,  by  thig  ^n^ 

the 
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ochtir  apoftles,  and  by  our  Lord  him- 

ielf  before  them,  viz.  That  be  ivas  cmci^ 

jficd  tMitb  Chri/l^  and  yet  lived i  tliat  though 

hg  Ik/ed^  if  was  not  he  that  livedo  but  Chri/l 

in  him;  and  though  he  lived  in  the  fie/h  to 

mil  appearance  as  other  men  do,    yet  in 

trutli  he  lived  a  quite  different  life,  by  the 

Jailh  of  the  Son  of  Cod. 

^   It  is  not  to  be  denied,    that  there  arc 

many  figurative  expreflions  in  the  fkcred 

writings,  whidi  it  would  be  fooliih  and 

ridiculous   to   conftnic  in  the  fenfe  the 

words   commonly   bear,    and  which  the 

eonnedtion  and  defign  will  by  no  nxeans 

admit :  but  befides  that  this  is  not  the  cafe 

here,  there  are  two  tlungs  that  perfuadc 

ihe,  that  the  Apoftle  is  giving  a  plain  and 

tuidifguifcd  account  of  the  thing  as  it  is, 

without  any  figure  at  all,  except  what  the 

nature  of  his  fubjedl  neccflarily  required, 

"(as  human  language  has  no  words  to  ex- 

prefs  it  by  but  fuch  as  are  taken  from  the 

prefent  (late  of  things,  and  thcfc  fo  adjuft- 

ed,  as  any  man  of  the  plainefl  fenfe  may  be 

brought  to  underlland  them),  viz.  That 

it  is  part  of  an  epiftlc  written  to  plain 

mefa  upon  a  very  momentous  fubjed ;  and 

that  whcrc-cver  the  fame  fiibjcA  is  fpoken 

Vol.  II.  Cc  of, 
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o£^  either  by  our  Lord  or  his  apoftles^  xh/s 
fame,  or  equivalent  terms^  are  coaftaiitlj 
made  ufe  o^;  infomuch  that  the  whole 
New^Teflameot  language  is  founded  there** 
upoa^  .4 

It  ibmds  in  an  cpifik;  and  chat  is^  alr 
iovT^  to  be  the  plainell  and  moil  iimplc 
way  of  writing.  This  epiille  was  addi^^i]^ 
ed,  not  to.ibme  one.  or  more  very  Icar^ied 
men,  vfho  might  be  fuppoied  to  undqrr 
(land  the  fubject  fb  well,  that  the-bold^ 
hyperboles  would  direct,  and  Gou)d^  jjM^t 
iniilead  them;  but  to  a  body  of  verjf  jp)|^ 
men,  as  appears  by  the  foolifh  miii^ajBcy 
they  were  led  into,  which  requiFQd  ^^pp 
greater  plainnefs :  and  it  fiands  as  the^fi^ 
trodnction  to  his  epifiJe,  upon  which  ]|e 
founds  the  whole  of  what  he  had  to  fay 
to  them,  which  required  the  greateft  cleor- 
neis  and  diflinci  plainnefs  that  could  be. 
The  cafe  was  this :  Soilie  baflard  Chri^ 
flians,  Jews,  who,  on  fbme  view  or  othfpc^ 
had  taken  up  thajt  profefIion»  fet  up  ^ 
teachers,  and  fid^rertjed  the  whole  confl^- 
tudon  of  grace.  For  thus  they  taughky 
that  notwithflanding  all  that.  Chrift 
had  done,  and  engaged  to  do,  junlef^  « 
man  was  circnrndJcd  after  the  manner  iif 

Mofes, 
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Mofes,  he-<Jould  not  be  favcd.     The  A- 

l^iftlcij  Vrho  had  planted  the  dodrine  of 

^hx'ift  among  them,  after  a  Ihort  account 

of'  the  truly  miraculous  manner  in  which 

lie  received  his  inftrudlions  immediately 

£:bm  God,    without  any  concurrence  of 

liuman  teaching,  and  how  honedly  he  had 

ftood  by  them,    when   Peter  diiremblcd, 

and  Barnabas  was  likewife  carried  away 

with   his   diflimiJation,     he   lays    before 

them  a  ftate  of  the  Chriilian  life  as  he 

foUnid  it  in  himfelf,  and  knew  it  to  be  by 

tepdriencc,    viz.    That  neither  Jews  nor 

Oi^iles  could  be  laved  by  the  obferva*- 

tion  of  the  law,  which  the  falie.  teachers 

iiififted  fo  much  upon ;  but  both  were  ob- 

lij^ed  to  have  recourfe  to  the  grace  that  is 

ih'Ohrift  :  That  this  is  fo  far  from  giving 

ally  encouragement  to  fin,  or  loofening  a- 

ny  df  the  obligations  to  holincfs,    that  it 

ib  juft  the  reverfe.     One  mull  be  dead  to 

thtf  law  before  he  can  live  unt;o  God.  This 

he  aflertls  from  his  own  experience,    vcr. 

19.    *'  I.  through  the  law  am  dead  to  tlae 

"  law;'*    which  was   fo  far  from  being 

Contrary  to  the  law,  that  it  was  the  very 

•natrure'fcnd  intention  of  the  law^  to  bind 

Ac  man  under  death  who  was  fubjedl  to 

C  c  2  it. 


»4        l?le.Cs?«^TIA^j^:^^l|?^Ft^a        jal 

it:.:  On  which  accouBit  it  is-eUciidiece  ffSin 

ed,  tbt  fmniftratkm  ef  ^atbi  A  ccmf^e^^b^ 

we  are  well  ailiired  aH  Ckrillkyis  fsfift  jpnib 

dirough,  «aiid  yFfaich  the  Apeftle  fe^/  iA 

himielf,  being  thfotigk  the  law^  or  b^Qits 

miniftFation,  tn'ought  to  death  s  -  in  lomfi^ 

qucnce  whfereof ,  he  was  dead  to  the  Ikw*) 

the  law  had  done  its  ntmc^   ami  he  rhM 

no  more  either  to  hope  or  fear  fram;;ic; 

Sdc  Rom.  vi.  13.;   vii.  i^  2;  3.  &c/  '  And 

becanie  it  mig^t  be  doubted^  how  heecn^d 

be  (lain  by  the  law,  and  d^d  to  it,  whitt 

l&e  was  really  alive,   he  explains  the  iniy^ 

ftery  of  it  in  the  words  before  ns^  ^i%ft 

he  was  cmcified  with  Chrift,  and  yec  bTcdJ^ 

or  rather,  as  the  truth  is,  Chrift  H^mlaiaft 

him ;   and  though  he  lived  in  the  flefh^ 

yet  he  lived  not  after  the  flefh,    but  by 

the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.     And  whu 

will  believe  that  fuch  a  man  as  Panl  would 

lay  down  a  metaphor,  and  fb  extra vagadt 

9. metaphor  too,  as  this  is  by  fomerfiij^ 

pofed  to  be,  to  bnild  a  courfe  of  reaion^ 

ing  upon  in  fo  ferious  a  cafe  ?  This  wto^vtld 

not  be  reafbning,    but  a  train  of.  fooUAi 

anjd  trifling  puerilities,  which  nomauiof 

cpmmpn  fenfe  <:oul4  |aU  into :  and  yet  he 

^tffumss,  upon  tiws  evidence^  with  the  nt^- 

woft 
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^fie^Mfy  fib  tMiiiK  6thfcri*4lfei '  that^  iwiii 

|uvl/atd>tfte^CfuktUn!»  ittttt  it;  ^dh.  lii;'*.  '- 
eiiRilfe  this%  n«!^hif^g^lff  place  wRirfelig 
exlj^rafle^'  himfelf^  iti  tbi^  Akimer  V  Md^  e^: 
piftles  wpc  ftiB  of  it  J  'ftisd  indeed  the  Whtvlfir 
ik£rlii5/!rdftfoning  on  eteiy  occafion  dfthdc 
CBcprfifTcs  orfuppofes:  it  ^  fo  that,  to  do?  ju<^ 
fiiiQfe  to  the  argument,'  one  would  bi  ob^ 
U(9psd  ta  ruQ  'Over  in  a  manner  all  that  h^ 
iiad  written/  We  muft  content  burfclvrtfii 
^fi^  nientioning  fuch  as  are  mod  es;pre(P^ 
ifiitb  the  purpofe.  In  his  epifUe  totlfii 
P^omans,  ;he  not  only  talks  the  -&ime 
fcinlgtiiage,  ^  but  repeats,  opens,  and  ^ex-^ 
pliuhs  it  at  large ;  efpecially  in '  the  6th^ 
yiQi,  ahd  8th  chapters;  where  he  arfuW6 
iidi  in  plafin  terms,  that  every  Chriftidn'  is 
kicad/ to  fin,  baptized  into  the  dedtli  of 
0skp£\Sj  and  in  his  bapdfm  is  buried  into 
dfxath  tvith  him ;  that  his  old'  man  is  cru- 
cified^ with  Cbrill,  and  he  planted  ihtd 'a 
Mbwwfs  or  conformity  tmtb  his  death  j 
4^henfce,  ofi€ourfe,he  comes  likcwife  to 
he  *  made  •■  cohformablt  unto  his  ■  rcfurrcc- 
tibn,  /  and  livefc  iatnd  waits  in  hewnefs,  not 
of' c<mdti<fc'only;'^biit  of  life  alfb;  this 
^-•^^  '  life 


'!zo6        Tlie  Christian  tLipife:'        -'^^ 

life  that  he  hath  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
dwelling  in  him,    bdhg  freed  froia  th^ 
law,    and  become   his.      This    he  thehi 
fpeiks  of  as  a  thing  well  known  a'mbii^ 
Chriftians  j  and  takes  it  for  granted,    ih 
his  epiftle  to  the  ColoflSans,  that  they^ 
dead,  and  rifen  with  Chrift.  See  ch.  ii;  20.} 
ill.  I . — 3 .  And  again,  writing  to  thcPhUip- 
pians,  hepropofes  it  ashishighcftaim,**tb 
**  know  Chrift,  and  the  power  of  hisxe^ 
*•  furredlion,    and  the  fellowfliip  of  his 
"  fufferings,  beihg-made  conformable  xmtb 
**  him  in  lus  death ; "  and  thence  drafiK^ 
proper  conclufions  for  diftinguilhing  tfid 
Chriftian  from  counterfeits,    and  preffinjep 
fuch  duties  as  naturally  follow  on  fiich  U 
ftate  of  things.     See  Rom.  viii.  9.  10.  r3.; 
yi.  I.  II.;    Gal.  v.  24.;    vi.,  14.;    Col.  iii. 
5.  9.  &c. 

Neither  is  the  Apoftle  Paul  iingular  in 
thefe  ways  of  fpeaking  :  he  learned  them 
from  our  blefled  Lord  himfelf,  and  his 
manner  of  opening  the  bufinefs  for  which 
he  came  into  the  world;  where  we  find 
him  fetting  himfelf  forth,  on  all  occafions, 
as  the  ''  light  and  life  of  the  world,'*' 
**  the  bread,"  i.  e.  the  proper  fiipport  of 
life,  "  the  refurre^on,"  $ec.  And  whofc>-' 

ever 
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rrcr  will  be  at  pains  to  compare  thefe  and 
Each  other  exprei&ons   made  ufe   of  by 
h^JXky  with  what  he  has  laid  down  in  the 
^poft  peremptory  and  folemn  manner,  as 
tjie  only  way  whereby  .any  man  can  be- 
come a  difciple  of  his,    viz.    "  denying 
^*.  himfelf,  jaking  up.  his  crofs,    and  fol- 
*.*  lowing  hiw,'*   and  the  pradlice  of  the 
primitive  ChriiUans,  in  compliance  there- 
v4th^.  togedier  with   the    Old-Teflament 
jpjjfts  referred  to  by  him  and  his  apoftle:?, 
iifiil  there  find  a  very  fair  key  to  this  feem- 
iftg  riddle  in  my  text ;  by  which  it  will 
^pear  perfectly  plain  and  eafy,  the  very 
.(^;\r|b».  ^s.it  is  in  Jefus,    and  as  it  was 
Bof^  the  beginning. . . 
.^  ■  It  may  not  tlierefore  be  amifs,  before 
w€  enter  upon  the  particular  confideratipn 
of  the  ftate  the  Apoftle  here  gives  us  of 
the .  Chriftian  life,    to  take  fome  general 
view  of  thjofe  fadls  upon  which. he  founds 
liis  defcription,    the  fqveral  kinds  of  life 
apd  .death,    and  the  feveral  Itations  and 
conditions,  which  mankind  have  been,  dr 
may.  be  in„  with  refpedk  to  the  one  6r  the 
other  of  them. 

There  is  nothing  men  commonly  rec- 
kon thenifelves  ^  better    acquaint; ed    with 


•ftoB        the  ChAis^tiaw  liEMiLir        :.:: 

tkan  what  we  call  lifewaAdmth;.  2aA%Tft% 
there  is  nothing  we  know  leis  about  i^ 
reality.  Death,  we  have  hardly  any  ot)i^ 
notion  of,  than -that  it  puts  an  end  to  li£^ 
and  the  adlivity  and  powers  of  th^.ii^£.^g 
creature,  except  what  we  have  annexed  tp 
it  from  the  imperfe A  obfervations  we  inake 
on  the  diflblution  of  the  bodily  fabric  li^ 
animals  and  men.  But  what  life  is,  and 
wherein  it  confifts,  is  all  a  myftery.  Some- 
thing we  know  of  its  effedls,  of  what  w* 
call  living,  and  that  only  by  the  obferva- 
tions  we  make  on  that  very  imperfeA  life 
which  we,  or  the  creatures  about  us,  ein- 
joy.  But  how  fuperior  beings,  exem|)t&d 
from  matter,  or  even  from  fuch  grofs  b6*- 
dies  as  ours,  do  live,  we  can  judg6  no 
better  than  one  born  deaf  and  blind  can 
do  of  founds  or  colours,  and  as  palpably 
betray  our  ignorance  when  we  attempt  to 
guefs  at  it.  But  as  that  is  no  argumdat 
againfl  the  truth  of  the  thing,  and  the 
real  exiftence  of  beings  pofleffed  of  powers 
which  we  have  no  knowledge  of,  there 
may  be  as  many  different  kinds  of  livies 
as  there  are  different  kinds  and  degrees  of 
vital  powers  and  activity,  or  as  thefe  may 
be  differently  modified  and  varied.   Thus, 

fo 


# 
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Mkr  as  oiir'ob(ervatk>ns  go,  wc  find  fomc- 
Aing  we  call  life  in  ve^^ctablcb,  aniuials^ 
itSA  men;  but  all  of'  very  diilcrciic  kinds* 
Wife  fee  it  18  fo  by  the  diilcreiit  cilcds : 
Mft  ftilt  lift  itfdf,  that  which  niakcH  them 
Kv^9  lies  quite  out  of  fight.  It  is  in  the 
uhd  of  God  the  great  creator.  He  only 
Sas  life  in  himfclf.  It  is  his  proj)crty, 
ilSl^  no  creature  can  have  it  but  by  his 

As  no  creature  has  life  in  itfelf,  or  any 
^piierty  in  its  being;  fb  the  molt  perfect 
of  the  creatures  have  nothing  in  them- 
(elves  to  funix)rt  and  maintain  ihcm  in  the 
DOliqlion  of  it.  Their  luftcnance  lies  all 
without  them,  and  thence  muit  be  gather-* 
p4  wi.  This  is  wliat  we  jicrceive  very 
pj[j|l^inly  in  our  own,  and  all  the  feveral 
Idods  of  life  which  fall  within  our  obfer* 
fftf^^.  We  caimot  fubfift  a  moment 
yi[itl)put  air  to  breathe  in ;  and  but  a  very 
iij(4c  time  witliout  food;  and  very  un- 
iH^forjtably  without  light  and  heat,  and 
^  convcnicncies  of  life.  And  the  num: 
iGible  and  excel  lent  the  things  arc  which 
'J^  creature  iUbfiiU  on,  and  finds  liis 
plfafnrein,  the  more  excellent  the  creature 
.tfclf  is  very  jufUy  reckoned.     It  is  this 

Vol..  II.  D  d  which 


whdfk  idiftisguiihes  ^  men  froia ;  bmil^^ 
aodtliq^evei^  clalTes  ^i^ad  fpecies  :of  \»>f^ 
irom^orie  another.  .  Aiid  if  there  rwwe  {9^ 
we  have  good  reafon  to  think  diciro  4jrp^ 
bciiigs;  which  can  iubfifl  diredlly  4nidL'ii9(n 
mediately  on  God,  and  c$ia  ,fkj^/  tkf^flr- 
pleadkrd  and  h^ippmdh  in  him,*  .wid^i^^ 
any  )d£pendenQe  tit  all  on  their.  ffPoigffl: 
creatures^  thefe,  iit  iimll  t)e  allowed,  iaflsu 
the  moft  noble  of  all,  and  may  (uhfift^x^4. 
enjoy  themfelves  perfedtly^  though  .,^^ 
whole  univerfe  befides  were  funk  imo  n^^^ 

There  is  another  diflPeresnce  VF?  Ffin4  %^n 
xnong  creatures,  which  ferves  to  j^ii^* 
guilh  them  one  from  another,  viz.  th^ 
fome  of  them  are  perfedl  in  their  kin4 
when  .they  come  firft  from  their  creator's 
hand,  and  admit  of  no  further  in^provo-^ 
toent;  tliough  perhaps  they  may  be  capa-? 
ble  of  addition  or  abatenxeint  in  adlual  en;» 
joyment :  others  there  are,  which,  evgi^ 
'  tOt'OTlr  obfervation,  grow  up  frojr^  fmalj 
and  very  low  beginnings,  through,  fe vera! 
intermediate  ftagea,  to.  their  laft  ajud  pioft 
perfe^  ftate  ;rwhich  is^fo  different:  from. felj^ 
firft,  tW  no  body  woul4  .havathoug^it: 
the  fkmelbeiiig,;,  had  iwt^^they.die^^fr^^ 
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h^cii   v^itri^flTii   to    the   feverar  chafigefe.' 

Tfeiis  it  is  with  plants,   animals,  and'  in-" 

f%€ts  «aoft  reinarfcably.     It  is  fo  Hlaewifer 

^'th  rt^^.  And  l¥ho  could  have  faid,  had 

^^1^  fi6lf' beeri  taught  it  by  infallible  author* 

ii¥y  ■    tditfte  the  ftatidard  of  human  per-* 

ftftJbn  was  tb  be  found  ?  what  different? 

fkXtittftd  we  have  to  pafs   through  ere  -wc 

*i¥ive  tit  it  ?  atid  whether  thi^  which  we 

ii^  fd  *^dnd  of,   is  not  indeed  our  embryo 

ftate,   out  of  which  we  are  to  emerge  into 

oRy  eritit-ely  of  another  kind  ?    nay,  and 

whether  we  may  not  rife  up  to  that  moft 

pferftft  ftate  we  fpoke  of,   to  Hve  diredlly 

oHtSod  ?     Thefe  things  are  altogether  in 

tTfilif  haiid  of  God;   and  no  man  can  fay 

m^'vJ'ill  or  will  not  be,  until  God  reveal 

}t&  mind,   and  declare  what  he  defigns 

them  to*be. 

God,  the  great  fovereign,  might,  had 
he  ifo  pleafed,  harve  peopled  the  world  at 
bince  :  He  could,  with  the  fame  eafe,:  have 
mrriifhcd  tKe  world  with  plants  and  ani- 
frials.  Which  ftiould  ^aft  as  long  as  the 
wbrld 'flood;  or  renewed  the  face  of  the 
«i*th,  and  pfodticed  the  feveral  gentra-^ 
tiotiB  of  meh  atnd  beads,  as  he  did  at  the 
fiHt  iifeation. '  Btib  be  has  (and  we  are 
"'-^  -  D  d  2  fure 


ibfiei  v^or  wiic*  fieaiimay  whetiutr  viws  7^4 
cc&xrc  tbem  or  rnot)  thongjiti ;  fit-/  tQ!  jfnropa^ 
gate,  them  in,  the  mcthbd  iwe  f^r^dcMie^^^ 
ijcrjrfpecies  &f\  tb9m(!b7itheu?iplY>pmie6d4^ 
lUiticularly  he  ^ha^^cbpfeBl  tqixnaket^f  kNue^ 
bJpod  ^Jl  tife  rfepgiilies  of  ihc^D^ithv'  ^«id 
ffO]»:P$^er  pair  te,  bring  all  jtbe  fn^vidv^ 
^,ev)§y,4efig»el  imo  being.  : ;.Thisj;in^t 
^fliq^ieTf  di^ence  among, treated  bein^ 
,;^?5^rifvich!as  receive  their  vital  pow^'^irof 
Sftqdiately  from. their  creator'S:h^n4&v'/and 
•thoftjwho  have  them  by  the  inte3tjr<Mi«id» 
of.x^diers,  as  fo  many  channels,  or  ipesat^ 
trf  conveyance  of  life,  with  all  the  powops 
belcp^ing^^  to  it^  This  lail  is  as  evidflnti^ 
ffil  Insertion  of  creating  power,  ast  th^ibd- 
iing  a  hiiman  body  out  of  the  duft  bf^  tfe 
terth ;  and  is  rather  a  fairer  difplayj  of  *€He 
]^wer  and  contrivance  of  the  gi^at  fcSft*- 
tor*     This  is  what  we  call  the  courjk  &f^  fiVh 

ture;  but  it  mufb  never  be  forgot,  -thtft'^k 
-Is  xhck  ^nnttt  ewftifntidriy  appointing  tJ&igs 
jco  be  as- they*  arej  that  makes  nature  ^'^SLtktSi 
the  powerR.of  nature  are  but  the  power  tjrf 
God^nmaking^^  his  coiiftitudon&^eff6<9i!*al>j> 

.  1  it  isLftoarthec  td  be .  .ob&rved,  that  ihid 
i^  pi^fifed  Qod  tQrJiaake  man  juft  fuchia 

PjT^atttre  us  he  xiowi^v  ;uad  to  put  hiiajiiisch- 
'»':  '  cifely 
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jm£B\yinto tUikiiae ckciunftaiicefi  iut^hioH 

at:rpiie^nd\mifmd;,fainiJ:   had  thisrUen  dio 

£xe(i/rafieryi  and  hnrhbtnpre>^11^7i&r  iiw  i^ 

Sddtiann  j '  chjao  man  fhouid;  be  thuB  bcrr^; 

'and  tgro49:r/^p  by  degrac^,  With  thcfattii 

fatcBifuiids^and'lkind  of  vitstl  (^oWi^si 'ah^ 

€heilianic<jpPo!i^fe«cl  and  means  of  '^tt^ttat 

ii&^riit  o641d  D^ver'hanne  entcxed'iilto  an-f 

«it?ft>iicid to  find  fault  with  •  it,'  ot'^kbfo^ 

iutely  tor^ftyv  as  di*'  clay  to  thfc  jtettef, 

ftti  Wily'hdft  th<m  made  me  thus  T''    An^ 

thi^wilithold^  though  there  had  been  tio 

pix)^<ft  beyond  the  grave.     This,  howe*- 

^eviuip  iiheilate  in  which  mankind  are 

^rnxDAwf  And  whatever  way  God  was  plean 

<4edi  to  I  take  for  bringing  us  thefe,  whether 

■/(fereKftly  by  creation,  or  by  the  fall  .of  oxjjr 

.^A  pajrents,   alters  not  the  cafe. ,,  If  k 

'1?iWl4Jb^vc  been  no  injuftice  to  us  tocreatp 

4W  i^  xxo  better  ftate,  it  furely.  can  be  none 

jfo  fuflfer  vks,  to  faU  into  it. 

ral^Vf-  ttyeire  are  many  things  which,  even 

lin;  our  prefent  very  impef fafl  views,  make 

lit  aa  i^iftdncc  at  once  of  fupcrlative  widP- 

d^ona^and^goodaefs  to  us,  that  Qurfirilfa>- 

itber  was  created '  in  a  higher  and  better 

fftate.  ■  One  among  many  defcrvcs  our  at- 

teratifonJ  Jil<i  is  inotorious-  h<»(r  fond>  men 

vljhj  naturally 


ii4        llie^'cttflsTiA^lWit^       ^^' 

liahxrally  are  of  a  prdTedt  ^^B^%rtid^/ "  iircl  liot*^: 
hard  it  is  to  draw  tfaeat  t>ff  fh>in^  flj^^ 
attacbiiiettt  to  it,  even  after  "all  Ait  our- 
gradOus  God  has  Md  foirth  fl>  etigagfc 
tliHr  attenti6n  ^nd  aflfedlioiia  to  ipiritrad 
aiid  eternal  things.     Thcie  are  aSl  imieen;' 
ahd  indeed  fach  as  it  is  not  oftly  verf^ 
hattAy  but  even  impoffible,  to  ^orm  aiiy^ 
notion,   or  prbpcir  conception   of  thoay: 
tmtil  they  are  eithrt'  31uftriitodjby  fcnGbi^ 
^octiments,  of  die  nrind  prepared  by  ^sdaie 
fenlible  image  or  aHalogons  reprefent^ttn.^ 
The  paradifiacal  ftate  of  onr  firil  parent 
arifwCTS  all  thefe  pulTpofes.     It  is  4n  hifh*^' 
ifical  reprelentation  of  the  hlippiiieis  of  * 
riian  in  friendfMp  with  his  creator  t  and 
liie  ftate  of  things  there  was  fo  nmch  pre-- 
ferable  to  the  prefent,  as  makes  ns  natu^ 
ftlly  regfet  the  forfeiture,  and  wifli  to  be 
itftored  to  the  poffeflion  of  it.     It  affords, 
moreover,  to  all  ages  and  generations  df 
liien,  a  feifible  document  of  three  things, 
which  we  Want  much  to  be  inftracled  in, 
Tiz.  t2ie  xiihappy  confeqnences  ti'hich  tie* 
cenarily  attend  dlfobedience  to  die  divine 
conflitution  and  order ; — the  lirihappv  inS 
dangCTous  fituadon  the  moft  perfe6i  man 
would  be  in,  'were  his  life  anciliapj^eis 

put 
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^F  Tftpof^liH^  Qwjd  g09d  beh?iviQur  i^an4 

i^jTfhcr,;  ^  T^^t  the  ipaii  who  wiH  not  be 

eR»te»!C.ltp  life  by  the  mere  grace  of  his 

er^^tor^  muft  cenainly  perifh.     Thus,  by 

oaeimaTi,  the:  moft  perfed):  and  bed  int- 

llrudtfid  man  that  ever  was,  Ab  entered  into 

'^e  world,  and  death  by  fin:     A  merciful 

ip^faming  to  his  pofterity,  nevor  to  attempt 

aoy  other  way  of  living  than  their  creator 

amdfbvereign  proprietor  has  allotted  them. 

-iBut  the  main  and  principal  defign  of 

pntt;i3ig  our  firft  father  in  the  circumftan-i 

ces  we  find  him,  was,  we  are  aflured,^  to 

earhibit  in  him  a  real  and  fenfible  figure  q^ 

him  who  was  to  come;   the  pcrfou  whom 

God  had  <:hofen  to  fet  at  the  head  of  thq 

new.  creation,  as  Adam  was. at  the  head  of 

^he  firft ;  the  author  and  fountain  of  eter-j 

ncd  life  to  all  that  fliould  ever  have  an)^ 

IhtM^  in  it.  We  have  the  parallel  finely  dra^^rft 

^^the  Apoftle,  Rom.v.  and  i  Cor.?;Yt45^ 

19.59,    The  fum  of  it  is,  that  xh^^jirji  mf\ 

cf^a^ed  as  he  was  out  of  thi?^e,^rth,  ^09^ 

at.jthjc  head  of  all  the  fucceedmg  gemera- 

^p  rof  earthly  mefi  j .  and .  w.a^,  th^„  ot^ly 

map.  who  had  ^ccefs  to  ftand  before  C^od, 

to  recpive  life,  and  the  terms  01  life,  for 

Jumfclf  4na  his.  feed,  and  to  convey  the 
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fairies  to^B}^  dcfcenfclfetits  Icfr' 'die  Tcotrfft^  df 
natural  gtaciiitloii :  ^-'-flPfaittfin^ffift^jMi^ 
fbrmancc  of  die  tcnns,  aiid^^|ti^^6id(^ 
wis  accordingly^gJ^^en,  -fixing  the^tft^afiS' 
condition  of  mankind  fo  long  as  t&cWdriti 
{lands.  The/e^oftJman,wh6  is  the toirtfffhSlii*^ 
Heaven,  God  and  man  united  in  "the  ^pS^ 
fon  of  Jcfus  by  an  indiffolubleand'tffleri^? 

ti^  union,  was  the  only  one  of  thfe  fdh^bf 
Adam  who  could  (land  before  God,  '^  tiiq 
head  of  the  new  creation,  with  refpedl  to  ttiif 
fpiritual  and  eternal  ftate  of  mankindf'  to! 
receive  and  fulfil  the  terms  of  life  for  them : 
He  accordingly  performed  the  terms,  ana 
ha^^given  unto  him  the  diftinguifliihff 
privitege,  of  having  life  in  himfelf  j  and 
thence  he  is  become  "  the  refmredlionjaud 
**;tjielife^'  to  all  his  feed,  quickening  their 
fouls  in  time  by  his  Spirit,  and  raifing  their 
bodies  at  the  lafl  day,  when  ^e^fina^ 
judgement, Ihall,  be  pronounced,  determij^ 
ning  anS  fixing  their  eternal  ftate  j  fo  ^^ 
neither  fiu  .nor  deatH  fhall  ever jenterciApo^ 
that  perfecSk  and  happy  ftation.  j.^ 

And  duts  we  have  before  us  thofe  veiTS 
different  ftations,  which  all  the  cIuldntF 
of  Adam  muft  fuccefliveiy  pa&  through, 
t^ho  are  ib  happy  as  to  ihare  in  the  glraies 

Of 
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^  l^/rteri^  ftatt;  and  tliree  very  di£fer« 
«i|i^^Xfl|&9: 9^.ways  ^^  ^^^g»  anfwering 
tJ^^^.ftjKions.  I.  The  natural  date,  in 
-^^4<^l^i  .^  judgement  given  on  our  firft 
fjp^^s  fixes  all  their  poiieiitjr,  and  the 
1{^  IRj^^  pbfterity  dqriye  irom^ 

t^^f^.  f^  2.  The  date  which    Chriftians^ 
xsisa  VOL  ChriH,  are  raifed  to  in  a  prefent; 
ifprlc)^  by  his  Spirit  quickening  their  fpi- 
xjt(S9  and  that  divine  life^  they  are  made 
fli^^rers  of  when  they  are  again  admitted 
members  of  the  fpiritual  world.     And,  3. 
The  i^te  they  enter  upon  at  the  refurrec- 
don.  when  they  fhall  be  admitted  to  bear 
the  perfedl  image  of  their  head^     There 
was  a  reprefentation,  a  fort  of  image  of 
al  thefe.   in  the  ftatc  of  the  firft  man. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  being  po{^' 
lefled  of  the  life  he  conveyed  to  his  pofte- 
rity ;  and  as  little  of  his  being  a  member 
iof -the  fpiritual  world,  when  he  convcrfcd 
JFredy  with  his  creator.     And  his  paradi- 
fi&cal^  ftate  was  as  fair  an  image  of  tlie  e- 
tenlal  brie,  as  could  be  adiibited  in  feifr- 
ble    things;    and    is    accordingly   .ufed 
through  the  divine  writings  as  an  emblem 
itereof ; 

But  it  was  only  a  little  time  that. man 
Vol.il     ,    ,   E  q  continued 
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continued  there.   How  lonb;,'  is  an  imprcJT^ 
per  inquiry ;  sis  it  is  impomble  for  us  to 
know,  and  could  anfwer  no  mahrier.  of 
purpofe  if  it  was  known.     That  Was  Aot 
the  ffation  God  defigned  for  man :  He  HaS 
infinitely  ftgher  views  for  him ;   Siid^'liid 
from  eternity  fet  up  another  kind  of  ftaxi--' 
dard  of  hirnian  perfecElioii  and  happiheifs 
m  his  bleffed  Son.     So  that,  in  triidi,  his 
lofs  was  fo  far  from  being  matter  of  rer 
gret,  either  to  himfelf  or  his  pofterity^  'tliit 
it  was  incomparably  better  for  both,,  than 
if,  by  his  (landing,  he  and  all  his  pofte^ 
rity  had. been  confined  to  that  low  ftate^ 
But  however  that  may  be,  by  the  fall  of 
bur  firft  parents,  and 'the  judgement  given 
upon  it,  the  ftate  of  mankind  was  fixed. 
Death  was  entailed  on  them,  and  all  that 
eyerlhouldderiYe  life  froni  them;  and  they 
were  left  in  tlie  fame  condition  into  which 
at  prefent  we  either  do  or  may  feel  ourfelyes 
funk ;   cut  ofi"  from  all  acquaintance  and 
commerce  with  the  fpiiitual  world,  and  no 
way   of  accefs  left  until  it  is  reftored  in 
Chrift ;   confined  to  the  creature,  and  con- 
demned to  pick  up  fjch  a  pitiful  fubfifl;ence 
as  this  TYorld  can  aiiord  us  j  wliiph  yet  plea- 
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fcth  ua  perfedlly  :   A  moft  convincing  evi- 
dence that  we  are  fit  for  nothing  elfe. 
.,    \^e  mould  have  been,  perhaps^  for  evei^ 
at^  a  lofs  whence  this  incapacity  proceeded, 
and  r^ave  made^  .as  many  have  done,  a 
great^iyiany  fiUy  guefles  about  it,  had  it 
jiQj:  been  for  the  way  in  which  we  find  it 
cjorc^,  and  the  fpiritual  life  rellorcd,  viz. 
The  gift  that  is  made  of  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
as  a  new  inward  vital  principle,  and  the 
fpring  of  all  fpiritual  powers.    This  marks 
the  difUnguifhing  gharader  of  this  kind 
of , life;   and  will  be  found  the  only  way. 
whereby  God  coramunicates  kinifelf,  and 
manifefts  his  glory  ;   and  we  may  fay,  the 
only  way  whereby  he  can  do  it  to  fucH 
creatures   as   we   are,    in    the    condition 
wherein  Adam  hath  left  us.     And  thofe 
who  feel  the  effedls  of  the  Spirit  will  foon 
^  convinced,  that  all  the  dark;nefs  and, 
Incapacity  we  are  under  of  finding  any 
pleafure  in  God,  was  owing  to  the  want 
of  it. 

And  now,  if  any  fiiQuld  aflc,  as  ig- 
norant ,  and  foolifh  men  will  always  be 
nuking  impertinent  queftions.  How  is  it 
confident  with  the  juftice  and  goodnefs  of 
p,pd,  to  take  a\^ay  his  Spirit,  and  thereby 
E  e  2  ■   render 
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i;Q)4sr:^  wl^le  fpecies  o£<i^tucits?iiiir<tJ:*a^ 
j^tefor  ^Q  &ult  of  one;  ^hg^^^  ha^ 
lii^  further. CQiu;ei)sv;i^,  ihnnthatrGdiliiiiA 

^rlb^F  him  m;  !t^tir  :Head  ?.  i^raafiffa 
iiiJie^dy^  rWhat' if  Gsod  lu^  B^^ 
1^  Spirit^  either  m  hiflLpr  tliciii^^and  left 
thepa  juft  fuch  axumals  astbeyared  iSHhoit 
if  h^  ^ad  given  his  Spirit  for  a  tima^  and 
V^^J^  it  away  without  .any  fiEcalt  .'at  .alir^ 
}fh^  4urit  have  faid  it  was  wrongtir^  Bifct 
whea  ^e  have  this  Spint,  foy  a  ik^poidiii^ 
'  conftitutioii,  conveyed  to  all  who  .4n)bint 
|:^ive  hiqi ;  and  conveyed -:in  a  w^^  >(» 
much  preferable  to  the  couFfe  of  natiqal 
geueijation^  as  the  blefled  Son  of^  Qod^S; 
t9  Adam,  and  the  glories  and  joys  of  :hfia^ 
vpn  are  preferable  to  his  paradife;  how 
perverfe  tt^uft  the  fpirits  of  men  be,  \dl<> 
will  fi»d  fault  with  a  provifion^  vAiqk 
brings  man  as  near  to  God  as  it:iiopiffii 
\)Iq  »  creature,  even-  the  tighefr  and  knoft 
c^oellenfci  jdaabeLi^    •  .-  fi::i/-^ 

::Jn  that  mtermediajoe  flation,'  whkt^ia 
^  Spirit  of  God'^bidesiin  t^e:Ch]dfl&^ 
Iffhile  yet  he  coddnnes  ciiiiodlej'flftfh^'>'4^ 
bo&y*  he  derived^bknl  Adai^)  we  IttLve^dLe 
tWQ  very  diflferenr  Im^idprivdd  frttta-^^the 


-dftnlfli^^itum;*  ofic6  dead  0»  God  and  di*e 
4inDDfto}il  widf  ctomal^worte^  biiHed  !tn  fenf^i 
Indreafhrred  ii»  all  ii^iM  md  wdrldd}" 
Infts,  cncfrng^^-  andappetices,  now'Tefto^ 
Ad  ta  ks  proper  life  by  Jefus  Chrift;'  bc^ 
coiDfes  feapafaie  of  ks  proper  ^-bufinefs^  (b 
iiire  » '  a  ipirit  ihonki  do  ;•  'while  fet  ^  ^ 
^kUnVlifeTemains  in  diefe  b^ies/  and  ull 
dii  bafe  and  k»w  appetites  and  paffic^s 
f;ttlixiging  to.  k,  never  to  be  rooted  oibtr^ 
tmtilthefe  corruptible  bodies  pat  on'm*^ 
eorrnption,  and  mortality  be  Aralloived 
teprofiife.  Thus,  dien,  the  cafe  (land&: 
9y^awf  firft  birth,  as  children  of  Adaqi, 
wecare  bomkuio  this  world,  and  good  for 
nothing  elie;  by  the  Spirit  rpftorediin 
|iie.  new.  birth,  we  are  brougbt'into  th|^ 
i^iifttual  world,  and  become  the  children 
4fr<SI|o4iby  Jefus  Chrift.  But  our  relatioii 
jtoitfab'iirft  Adam,  and  our  conneiSkions 
with  this  his  world,  arc  neVer  brok^i,  uft- 
'^Sk-littik  bodies  return  to  the  dud,  from 
inrittchntheyi  were  originally  taken  ;  atfd 
^Ipte^^ithi^e  lhall  be  raifed  up,  !and'  noc  till 
'^btnv  {f&e  ^yftcry /o€^  Godi  will  be  £niihed 
^tlKirp^aSb:>iuiii0n  widiy  and  confor- 
fbk        ^  nai^y 
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mity  to  their  glorious  head.     But  juft  ie 
fir  as  any  man  comes  to  be  united  and.  ^^ 
}ive  to  Chrift,  juft  fo  far  is.  he  disjomei^ 
£rom  and  dead  to  Adam.  '/ "'  ^ 

And  as  our  blefled  Redeemer  is  not  oin^ 
ly  the  author  of  eternal  falvation,  by  ii^^ 
filling  the  terms  of  life,  and  thereby  loo-* 
fing  the  bands  of  death,  nay,  the  fpring^ 
the  fountain,  and  beftower  of  it ;  but  like- 
wife,  the  pattern  tq  which  we  muft  be  (;ofi;< 
formed,  fo  as  not  only  to  live  as  he  dosj^ 
but   enter    into    it    the  fame  way  alfoj 
hence  we  may  fee  the  true  fenfe  of  our 
Lord's  words,  upon  which  all  the  reft,  are 
founded,  "  Denying  one's  felf,  taking  up 
*'  our  crofs,  and  following  him."    I  know- 
not  how  felf-denial,   and  taking  Up  the 
crofs,  have  been  dwindled  away  into  that 
poor  low  metaphorical  fenfe  in  which  they 
^re  generally  taken,     Moft  certainly  it  is 
fomething  i?iore  than  refufing  to  gratify^ 
or  croffing  this  or  the  other  corrupt  ^ppe^   . 
tite,  or  even,  fuch  ^s  are  nqt  (imply  un-p 
lawful,  and  bearing  the  afHidions  and  ^- 
ftreffes  that  God  in  his  providence  fees 
fit  to  order  in  their  lot.     Th«fe  are  i^<jl^?d 
the  duties  of  Chrift's  difciples  :  but  dj^ujx 
ing  themfelves^  and  tailing  vp  .thfe.cr9% 

are 
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sire  theit  entrance  into  diat  relation.     The 

tiild  of  Adam  Hands,  almoft  in  all  re-* 
pedis,  op'pofite  to  the  cMld  of  God :  at 
Icaft  the  life  of  Adam,  with  all  that  be-^ 
longs,  to  it^  ftands  fo  to  the  life  of  Chrift, 
This  is  indeed  the  man's  very  feif;  and 
ilptfaing  can  inake  one  adifciple  of  Chrift, 
btit  ^iringing  this  fclf  to  the  crofs,  the  inftni- 
ihent  of  death,  renouncing  it  for  ever,  as 
what  he  muft  have  no  more  to  do  with, 
ind  thuling  to  follow  Chrift,  with  an  ab- 
fointe  dependence  on  him  for  all,  where- 
ever  he  is  pleafed  to  lead. 

*  This  will,  I  hope,  appear,  with  abmi- 
.^nt  evidence,  from  the  confideration  of 
tile  Apoftle's  profeflion  here ;  which,  in- 
deed, is  no  more  than  a  defcription  of  his 
own  compliance  with  thefe  our  Lord's 
terms  of  difcipleftiip.     For, 

i^iRST,  He  had  perfedly  denied  him- 
iJlf,  and  taken  up  his  crofs  :  lam  crucifieJ^ 
iaitlh  he,  wzVZ?  Chrijt.  Thus  he  followed 
him  in  his  death;  And  being  conformed 
tmto  him  in  that  firft  ftep, 

"SECb'NDL  t.  He  followed  hito  in  his  i^e- 
iiirtedUori.  Thoiigh  he  was  crucified,  yet  he 
WOtd:  He  was  riot  left  in  a  ftate  of  de^h. 
ItV^s  his  old  mkn  only  that  was  crucified, 

and 
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and  the.  life  he  kad  ^Tom  Adam  that  wacf 
put  an  ead  to  hy  his  death.  He  had  ano^ 
tl:^er:  life  in  elchftnge,  and  an  mcompxn^ 
bly  bcttc?  one,,  the  life  of  Ghrift,  ,by  wfaddh 
he  was  quickened  with  him  into  a  ncW 
man ;  which  yet  he  defcribes  fo  as  to  giv<^ 
Chrift  the  whole  property  in  it.  It  wa^  of 
fuch  a  nature,  that  it  was  not  fo  much  he 
that  ii'ued^  as  Chrift  that  lived  in  himi  That 
is  the  Chriftian's  life^  the  life  of  the  nmr^ 
Creaturei  f  f 

.  Thirdly^  He  defcribes  his  way  of  li-^ 
ving  in  this  new  ftate :  He  lived  in  the  jlejm% 
the  body  he  derived  from  Adam.  TJiat  he 
ftiil  carried  ajbout  with  him,  as  aU  the  chil-*^. 
dren  of '  God, do  until  death  fet  them  at  Jik 
berty  :  but  yet  he  lived  not  after  the  fleihf 
as  Adam's  children  do;  nor  could  he  in  that 
fituatioh  walk  by  fight,  as'the  glorified  fliall 
do  in  their  heavenly  ftate;  but,  as  one  who 
had  his  heart  and  all  his  interefts  in  tbt 
unfecn  world,  the  life  he  lived  in  the  jkfki 
was  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God. -r^ — In  the 
Four  TH  and  laft  place.  He  concludes^ 
accaunt  with  the  diftingiiiOiing  a<3:ixig[  and 
jcxercife  of  true  faith  in  Chrift^  by  applying 
hit  love,  and  the  bleded  iruits  of  it,  in 
giving  himfelf-fpr  his  people,,  particularly 

\  to 
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^«2un)felf:  WboloFoed  me^  mdga%)ehmjelf 

t^r  me^    And  if  we  can  l!rat  make  out  any 

^«aing  of  a  4iftin(5l  acccrtmt  of  thcfc  fonf 

l^amcularSf  t  believe  we  fliall  hiave  before 

i|5^very  fidr  view  pf  the  Cnriluan  life, 

qys^  it  fuhmld  in  a  prefent  world. 

!  b  is  s  E  R  T  A  f  r  d  N    \. 

\.  I  am  crucified  "With  Cbri/i. 

WE  beg^  naturally  where  the  Apoftle 
doth,  with  the  only  way  by  which 
a  thlld  of  Adam  can  enter  into  this  life, 
▼ri.  by  being  crucified  ivith  Chriji. 
*'*And  here  we  muft,  in  the //y?*  place, 
'  cai*cftilly  examine  the  import,  of  the  Apo- 
rtlt'k  cxpreffion  ;  and  then  it  will  be  eafy 
to  fhoWj  in  the  fecond  place,  that  this  is 
ihd  only  entrance  into  the  Chriftian  life. 

■  *■■  ■     ' 
".:  I.  FmsT,  we  are  to  examirge  the  Apo- 

ftle*s  expreflion,   and  fix  the  true  import 

and -meaning  of  it.  ^ 

^*  And  this  would  by  no  means  be  a  diffi- 

trult  tafk,   from  the  general  obfervations 

we  have  made  concerning  the  fev^ral  fta- 

tibns,  and  different  li^es,  which  mankind 

]pafs  through  before  they  attain  their  ftat;e 

bf  ptrfcAion,  were  it  not  for  the  many 

Vol.  II.  F  f  miflakes 


1226        The  Christian  Life  r 

iHLiftakes  that  have  been  cominitted  in.dxist^ 
fmidamexit^l  article  of  Chriftianity,  anor 
the.  many  fliifts  that  have  been  fallen  up^ 
^ .  lo  explain   away  this  and  the  others 
fcriptiure-expreffions  of  the  fame  import* 
I^v^ill  not.ftand^lb  much  as  to  take  pard?- 
cular  JPiQitice  of  them,  where  there  is  iucli 
^dleis  vaj^iety ;  thofe  worth  noticing  will 
fall  in  our'way  as  we  go  along:   and  moft 
of  them 'are  founded  fo  far  in  fome  ^p^rjt 
of  truth,  that  the  only  error  lies  in  not 
taking  in  the  whole;    which   yet  m^ik^ 
them  very  dangerous  ones,  maiming  thp 
vie vt's  that  God  has. given  tis,  by  putting 
a  part  inilead  of  the  whole.  ':  .:[  o:I 

There  are  three  things  before  vis  jxx  th^ 
account  the  Apoftle  gives  of  himfelf,  whiqh 
muft  ht  well  uuderftood  before  we^ca^ 
pretend  to  udiderftand  it :  — n  the  fubj€^:l^e 
ipeaks  'Of5— -whaj:  he  aflerts  concerpfQg 
it ;  —  and  the  way  in  which  it  is,  donq :. . ./ 
am  crucified  fwith  Cb^iji.  ■  .\    .,.,.],- 

,  I.  Th^t  the  fubjecft.  the  AppftJ.e,^p 
fpeaks  of  ip  hinifeif,  cannot  be  refufe^.; 
tije  .lae  man  who  Uyed  in .  the  jJ^iffh^^bf 
the  iditU  of  Jefus  Ch^t^iftv  Apd  as.  it.w;<i^ 
\i\  uiis  yi-.vi  as  fi  .maQ:in  Chril^. ,  or :  .<xae 
-%  40  had  Chrifl  living  in  him,   (for  thele 

two 
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^rwo  are  the  fame  in  the  true  Chriftian  lan-^ 

^^age,  as  they  always  go  together),  that 

le  fays  he  lived;  it  muft  be  in  the  oppo- 

fifce  flation,  as  a  child  of  the  firft  Adam, 

and  deriving  life  from  him,  that  he  faith 

he  ^vas  crucified.    As  this   will  hardly  be 

denied  by  any  body,  thus  generally  ex- 

prefled,  efpecially  when  it  is  confidered, 

how  frequently,  and  in  what  ftrong  terms, 

We  have  the  fame  thing  afferted  of  every 

Chriftian;  and  had  the  life  of  Adam  been 

entirely  deftroyed,  as  it  certainly  will  be 

|tt  death,  and  the  man  raifed  again,  as 

Jefus  Chrift  was,  into  the  poffeffion  of  a 

new  life  entirely  different  from  that  which 

Jie  had  loft,  which  will  be  the  cafe  when 

the  life  of  Chrift   is  perfedled  in  them ; 

there  could  have  been  no  diificulty  at  all 

in  apprehending  his  meaning.     But  how 

fi  man  living  in  that  flefh  he  derives  from 

Adam,  can  be  faid  to  be  crucified,  dead, 

*9nd  buried  with  Clirift ;   this  by  many  is 

thought  irapoflible,   unlcfs  it  be  in  fbme 

Very  improper  and  figurative  fenfc,   viz. 

that  it  is  not  the  man,  but  fomcthing  a- 

bout  him,  that  is.  crucified  :  not  his  life, 

or  being  in  Adain,   and  as  deriving  from 

liim;    for  that   tliey  fay  ftill    continues; 

V  f  2  but 
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but  only  his  way  of  livings  or  kis  comtpc; 
converfatipn :  fo  that  the  expreflion  meaner 
no  more  but  dying  to  fin  and  living  tc^ 
rightepufhefs ;  and  therefore  the  old  man^ 
the  flefli^  aiid  one's  felf,  or  iphc  /  that  is 
faid  to  be  crucified^  can  be  no  more  than 
the  former  lulls  in  his  ignorance ; .  or,  at 
inoft,  but  the  corrupt  nature  derived  from 
Adam ;  which,  by  a  bold  figure,  the  A- 
ppfllc  here  perfonifies,  and  makes  ^  man 
of.  ^ 

This  laft,  the  corrupt  nature  derived 
from  Adam,  if  it  have  any  meaning  at  dl 
different  from  natural  corruption,  is  the 
very  thing  we  fpeak  of.  The  life  an(ji 
powers  of  the  man  arc  his  very  nature,' 
and  make  him  what  he  is,  the  child  of  A•^ 
dara,  or  the  child  of  God,  as  they  come 
cither  through  Adam,  or  through  Chriftj 
and  tlie  whole  difficulty  arifes  from  t}^ 
want  of  diftincl  apprehenfions,  both  of 
the  pne  and  the  pther ;  efpecially  of  the 
Chriftian  life,  as  it  fubfifts  in  this  world;- 
It  is  of  a  hidden  nature.,  both  as  itis  fpi- 
ritual,.  ^iid  as  it  is  in  a  peculiar  manner 
"  VwithdiriftinGodV  hidden  abfoluter 
ly  from  the  men  of  .the  world,  the  wifeft 
and  moft  learned   of   themj    and   in  a 


fjreat 


r 
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^«at  meafure  hid  from  thofe  who  live  by 
^*  Hence  it  is,  I  am  afraid,  very  c6ni- 
*Vcaiily  imagined,  th^t  the  life  which  Chrlft 
^3-s  to  bellow,  is  no  more  but  the  refto^ 
^^ig,  and  lengthening  out  to  eternity,  thq 
^e  which  was  given  to  Adam,  and  by 
*  m  conveyed  to  us  ;  the  new  creature  hi 
ore  but  the  child  of  Adam  purgied  froiA 
natural  and  acquired  comiptioni}  and 
tempers ;  and  that  all  that  is  fpokea 
iSf  their  being  "  born  again,"  **  born  of 
^*  the  Spirit,"  ^*  begotten  and  bom  of 
•^  God,"  **  having  the  feed  of  God  abiding 
-**  in  them,"  with  many  more  fuch  high-^ 
Ibtinding  defcriptions,  mean  no  more  than 
a' pompous  dcfcription  of  a  man's  turning 
from  fin  to  rightcoufncfs,  and  from  feek- 
ing  happincfs  in  the  creature  to  fmd  it  in 
the  creator.  And  tlicnce  have  arifcu  all 
thofe  fchcmes  of  religion,  very  falfely  callr 
td  ratt<mal^  which  make  it  fb  cafy  a  mat- 
ter, that  every  one  may  be  a  Chrrflian 
when  he  plcafct;. 

Mean  while  it  i&  an  agreed  point,  (and 
agreed,  I  believe,  only  bccaulc  it  is  a  plain 
fertfihle  faft  which  will  not  bear  a  dif-r 
putc),  that  the  bodies  we  derive  from  Ar 
dim  cannot  enter -into  heaven,  until  they 

arc 
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^e  either  entirely  diflblved,  and  reduced^ 
to  their  original  duft,   or  fo  changed,   as^ 
the  Apoftle  fays  theirs  will  be  who  are  a- 
live  at  the  lafl  day.     Why  might  not  the- 
whole  man,  the  child  of  Adam  as  he  is, 
be  continued  in  the  pofTeffion  of  life  ?   No 
Xeafon  can  be  given  but  one  of  two;   ei- 
ther thjLt  he  was  not  capable  of  it^  until 
he  was  changed,  refitted^i  and  new  crea-« 
%ed ; .  or  that  a  divine  conftitution  and  or- 
der flood  in  his  way.     AH  comes  to  ^ne, 
wjhich  fide  foever  we  take  :    for  is,  not 
diat  the  fame  conflitudon  by  which  it  is 
appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die  ?   and 
is  hot  that  the  fame  with  the  judgement 
given  on  our  firft  parents,  on  their  tranf-. 
grellion  of  the  original  law,  "  In  the.  day 
^*  thou   eateft,    thou  flialt   furely   die?** 
Siirely  it  ftrikes  as  ftrongly  againft  the 
iife  of  the  foul  as  that  of  thq  body/    It  is 
true  we  do  not  fee  the  foul  die,  as  we  da 
the  body :    and  good  reafon  we  do  ridt, 
when  we  do  not  fee  the  foul  at  all,  neither 
know  wherein  its  life  or  death  doth  lie; 
SBut  if  we  did,  we  would  be  able  to  feel  it 
dead;   every  man  might  feel  itJiy  his  ih'^ 
ward  fenfe,  as  jftrongly  to  his  convidlion^ 
^nd  even  more  fo,  tha^lie  pan  perceive  a 
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dy  to  be  dead.  Though  we  know  not 
lat  life  is,  yet  we  certainly  know  it 
nes  all  from  God ;  and  that  indeed  no 
atvire  can  fubfift  a  moment  in  life  with- 
t  him,  nor  in  any  other  ftation  or  man- 
r  than  he  has  ordained  it.  Whenever 
»n  the  foul  of  man  comes  to  be  cut  off 
)in  the  fountain  of  life,  or,  which  is 
2  fame  thing,  dcferts  the  ftation  and 
ly  of  living  God  has  allotted,  die  it 
uft.  This  is  no  metaphyfical  refining  : 
locver  pleafes  may  bring  it  to  the  only 
[I  of  truth,  in  which  all  dcmonftration 
:ininates,  the  inward  fcnfe  and  "feeling 

the  man.  The  creature  muft  be  con- 
ilded  dead,  when  all  its  vital  a(5lions  and 
lerations  ceafe :  when  a  fpirit  can  nei- 
er  perceive,  nor  rclifli,  nor  have  any 
mmerce  with  fpiritual  objcdls,  nay  not 

much  as  with  the  .Father  of  fpirits, 
here  is  its  life.?  We  liave  no  more  to 
)Lthcn,  to  be  fully  llitisficd  whether  our 
irits  are  alive  or  dead,  tli:ui  to  try.wnat 
9  cj\n  make  of  God,  or  the  iniritual  and 
ernal  world,  and  what  Dleafure  we  can 
id  there.  Evidence  cuouy;Ii  wcMiavc 
at  we  are  alive  to  this  world  :  but  not 
OT9  than  of  our  being  dead  to  God.  The 

very 
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Tcry  fentence,  condemning  man^to  tlu^ 
life,  cfFciflually  declared  him  deprived  of 
the  other.  And  as  men  have  lived  So  long 
alive  to  this  worlds  and  dead  to  God*^ 
what  fhould  hinder  them  to  live  alive  to 
God,  and  dead  to  the  world,  in  the  mod 
proper  and  native  fenfe  ? 

-  2.  And  this  leads  us  to  confider  what 
the  Apoftle  afTerts  concerning  the  man 
thns  made  fpiritually  alive  in  Chrift,  viz. 
That  he  is  crucified^  and  crucified  with 
Chriji.  And  if  we  can  get  to  tlxe  right  un- 
derftanding  of  this,  it  will  fully  clear  what 
we  have  faid  on  the  other  head.  •  And  in 
whatever  fenfe  we  take  it,  there  are.t^# 
things  evidently  included  in  it.  ■   -  ' 

i/?.  That  we  are  fome  how  joint  part- 
ners and  partakers  with  Chrift  in  his  crofk 
and  crucifixion.     And, 

7.dhj  That  fome  how  or  other  we  are 
made  conformable  unto  him  in  his  deatli 
and  fuficrings  there. 

And  both  thefe  are  fo  plainly  taught 
in  the  New  Teftament,  that  there  is  no 
room  left  to  difpute  either  of  them ;  nor 
'do  I  think  it  was  ever  difputed,  even  by 
thofe  who  have  in  the  moft  notorious 
manner  fhuffied  Ghiift  out  of  Chriflianitj". 

...    And 
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And  as  he  is  evidently  the  principal  and 
chief  in  both  thefb  views,  and  they  who 
9fe  fkid  to  be  crucified  with  him,  are  no 
IDore  bu|  aceeflbries,  we  muft,  in  the  firft 
place,  confider  Jefus  Chrift  as  crucified  in 
lis  own  proper  perfbn ;  and  this  will  open 
our  way  to  the  true  and  diftind^  appre-; 
hienfion  of  the  others  in  all  the  views  we 
can  take  of  them. 

This  is  laid  down  in  the  New  Teftament 
as  the  groat  fiibjedt  of  what  is  there  called 
the  go^I\  and  is  flridlly  and  properly  fo} 
the  glad  tidings  of  the  promife  made  to 
tiic  fathers,  from  the  foundation  of  the 
%rttrld,  being  adhially  fulfilled  unto  their 
children  in  his  perfon,  Thus  the  Apoftles 
.preached  hiin  firfl  to  the  Jews ;  and  thus 
Vc  find  the  Apoftle  Paul  declaring  he 
preached  him  to  the  Gentiles,  i  Cor,  xv.  3. 
*^  I  delivered  imto  you  firft  of  all,  that 
'^^"  which  I  alfo  received,  how  that  Chrift 
.  ^^  ^ed  for  our  fins,  and  rofe  again,  the 

■  ^*  third  day,  according  to  the  fcriptures." 
And  indeed  the  whole  fcriptures  are  no 
more  but  the  record  God  has  (^ered  to 
be  made  concerning  his  Son ;  ia  fb  much 

■  dhiat  this  great  Apoftle,  who  certainly  un- 
derftood  his  bufinefsas  well  tf  any  sa^  ever 
^  YoL.IL  G  g  did^ 
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did^,  waj^  determined  ta  know  notjiuilg  bi|t 
^'  Jefu/Chrift,  and  him  crucified,"  i  Cot. 
1^  2.  N^y^  he  counted  all  things  butlofs 
^d  dnngfor  the  exceUency  of  that  lfno\?^- 
Jedge :  and  particularly  in  the  view  wq 
have  xiQy9,  before  ns, :  /*  To  know  him,  an4 
^', -the .power of  hi^. refurredlion,  and  thq 
^"..fdbwfhip  of  his  fufFerings,  being;  rnadi| 
j^'  conformable  unto  his  death  ; "   Pl^ilipp* 

, .  And  here  we  have  him  dqfcribed  to  us 
i>y  the  title  which  he  was  known  aijd  dijk 
tinguiihcd  by  among  his  difciples  and  folr 
lowers^  but  difputed  by  the  unbelieving 
Jews,  Chri/I^  or  the  anointed  of  Go4:     A 
title  well  known  in  that  nation ;   and  by 
.which  the  promifed  feed  was  diftinguilhcd 
-iTojji  all  others,  who  were  either  typicajly 
ojr.  occafionally  anointed ;  if  there  were  a- 
ny   fuch,    either  kings,    priefts,    or   pro* 
.ph?ts,  who  were  not,  in  fome  view  or  o*  ^ 
Jthcr^   types,    or  figurative  reprcfentations 
-.of  him.     This  defignation,  therefore^  will 
lead  us  into  all  that  is  recorded  concern- 
Ting  him,  either  in  the  Old  Teftament  or 
-New;    the   promifes,    prophecies,    type$, 
^ihadows,  primages,  which  preceded  his 

^bird).i..and  the  whole  hiftory  of  his  :iife, 

•  ■■'--  "^    ,^  *»,#-.•,    .    ^  .  .  •    ■  ■  ^ 

■-  r_ .  death, 
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Ueat&v'  Mftirr6<aioni    with  all   the  glory 
that  folldwTcd;    his  pcrfon  and  qualifica- 
idons ;   the  character  which  he  bore  j  the 
tfiift  Committed  to  him*;  and  the  place  he 
holds;  the  execution  of  that  tnift,  partis- 
(Kilarly  in  his  death  and  lufferings  on  the 
brdfs;  the'lhtentibn  and  effed  of  it;  and 
ihe  iflue  arid  «vent  df  all  in  his  kingdom 
itfd  gflory,*   This,   It  \6  eafy  to  fee,  is  a 
very  large  field,  and  would  require  along 
^tixnk  to  fiirvey  It  b\it  vefy  fuperficially;     it 
\i  a  ftudy  Which  will  fully  employ  the 
loiigcft  Ufbi  and  a  fubjed  which  wilt  ne- 
Vtf  be  fckhaufted  through  all  the  ages  of 
Eternity/    But  to  let  us  into  the  liubjcft 
ISefofe  us,  it  will  be  neccflary  to  point  to 
thofe  fereral  views  of  him  in  which  the 
j^ndation  is  laid^  both  of  our  conformi- 
jj^to  him,   and  participation  with  hiixi^ 
Ih'his  death.    And, 

(t)  We  muft  confider  the  perfon  who 

^«  crucified ;  who  and  what  he  was  5    A 

'pdint  that  the  true  knowledge  of  Ghrift  alv 

Tthdft'etitirely  depends  on.    And  this  leads 

^\!L9't6'  the  ccinfideratton  of  his  hiftory ;  hoy^ 

nc  was  b6rnj  ih6w  he  liVed^  .and'  how  he 

died. ' ' '  Thefe  *  ineludc  the  whble  hiftory  cjf 

'i»mm6n»*mtn  ^%up  4s^'all^tii(^^^         ex-^ 

ihi/.H.f  G  g  2  traordina^y 
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traordlnary  in  bim^  tljuey ;  lead^^^Aip;  mas^ 
ages,  to  the  very  beginmngof.tbp  worjd^j 
:iiay»  and  if  wfe  flpniider  hiiti^  attentively^ 
^we  will  find  him  ffet  up  frosa  eternity^ 
and  that  his  life  and  death  are  but  an  in- 
troduction to  his  hiftory;  and  we  ihali 
.find  ^m  living  and  reigtiing  for  fever  and 
ever, :  without,  any  end  of  his  dominion^ 
Thus^  he  was  fpoke&  of  before  he  made  his 
appearance  among  rben;  knd  every  tift* 
tie  of  it  has  been  fulfillidg  hitherto,  £» 
far  as  the  times  are  pafTed;  and  we  am 
lyell  aiTured,  that  not  one  titde  of  it  ifaaH 
£^11  to  the  gro\md,  until  all  be  ful^ed^  ^ 
•  r  itis  olitward  appearance,  while  he  wat 
in  this  world,  was.  In  all  refpedb,  likt 
that  of  other  men :  he  was  born,  and  grcvi^ 
up,  and  lived  for  a  confiderable  time  with* 
oiut  Ijeiiig  at  all  taken  notice  6f ;  except  hf 
fpme  ibw  who  were  upon  the  fecitt  of  hH 
birth,  and  were  taught  of  God  to  acknDw»( 
ledgef  l^nm.in  his  early  infancy.  And  crveA 
after  <li^  entered  on  his  public  chafa^leiV 
he  contyiued  to  live  in  the.  fame  Iqw  tausaar 
w^a^  m  the^A^orkTs  accounts,  d^^ifed  aiQibb 
rejcAed  of  paqnj;  untijl^  at  l^ft,.  after  mtaciJ 
contempt  p^t  i^n  him  by.^Qik.Who  wtertfc 
at  the  head;  <^^^  thft.griaat  9ad>»hc$ 

"Vife 
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«riflFmen  of  the  world,  he  wia  Ipiteftilly 

-and  malicioiifly  bfoiight  to  death  as  a  iria- 

•tefad^df}  though;  in  die  whole  dpurfe  tfcf 

his  life;  he  was  nerer  found  gttiltfi 'feith'er 

of  faying  or  doing  a  wrong  things  *    ;    * 

\    But  it  was  not  in  mere  innddenetf  iSiat 

liis  merit  lay :   for  a  courfe  of  ^yeirtf^TO 

which  he  appeared  publicly,  he'it^ent' jt^ 

4bout  doing  good  both  to  the  foiils'  ind 

bodies  of  men ;  and  with  fuch  i^i'n^fl  i^- 

tenfenefs,  that  he  facrificed  toithi^'owjl 

Cafe,^  vquiet,  and  even  the  n^efFary  iup- 

Sjports  of  life;   with  fuch  condd2:fenfiqn^ 

that  he  never  fent  any  one  away  without 

tbe  errand  they  came  upon ;   and  with 

inch  fuccefs,  that  no  difeafe  or  ailttient, 

wither  in  body  or  fpirit,  ever  proved  too 

hiked  for  him.  With  a  word  he  command^ 

^  away  all  manner  of  difeafes  and  dc- 

ledis-;  even  the  devils^  and  death  itfelf,  x>- 

.   beyed  his  orders,  and  quitted  their  prey. 

As  it  was  a  plain  cafe,  that  no  man  could 

4o  fuch  works  as  thcfc,  unlefs  God  was 

with  him,  the  lowell  that  could  be  thought 

of  him,  was  his  being  a  teacher  fent  ffoiii 

God.     But  when   his   miraculous   birth, 

and  yet  more  miraculous  death,  came,  to 

be^Ciftflpared  with  his  rcfurre<Slion,  and  a- 

-*^  "*  .  icenfioxi 
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Ciemfion  to  hcivcri ;  and  when  the  dhiiie 
power  he  was  there  poflefled  df ^  appeared  by 
th^  foLSlment  of  the  proinife  he  had  nislde 
idfedifciples^  of  fending  the  Holy  Spirit,  thig 
d&i&uig  evidence  ratified  the  account  he 
hkdgiteii  of  himfeM'j  arid  the  higheft  of 
i&i  ptet^nfions,  to  be  the  Chrift^  the  Soii 
of  the  living  God,  which  die  thdtightlefs 
jtrvv^s  reckoned  blafphemy^  appeared  to  be 
the  Very  tfnth;  '"^^ 

'^rAnd  this  carries  one's  apprehenfions  faf 
toxn  to  a  height  which  no  man,  at  kail 
in  our  prefent  ftate  of  imperfe<5ti6n,  cali 
form  any  tolerable  notion  of,  viz.  That  he 
was  a-perfbh  truly  divine;  not  irithatfow 
trifling  fenfe  in  which  it  has  been  igsw^ 
rantly  attributed  to  men,  but  as  » one  in 
3?^hom  God  truly  and  properly  dwdlsf;:;^ 
man  a£Rimed  into  fo  near,  and  even  an  Cffi- 
fetitial"  union  with  the  Deity,  that- lie 
comes  to  be  poffefled  of  all  divine  powtf 
and  pcrfedion ;  to  have  life  in  himfelfi'  c- 
fren  as  the  Father  hath  j  aiid  accordingly 
to/be.li6noured  of  all  as  he  is  :  a  man  who 
is,  ift,^l(t:efpe6lsi  iht  at  the  liiead  of  tfee 
wiiQle  creation  of  God,  i  with  all  powec  m 
heaye»  umd^irdbi^  all :j,wigement^^  aod  fdtt 
•veryTSpiritofi;.God^  writh  attins  gifi&Miid 
m:  ,  '-  fulneis 
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ioflndis  committed  unto  hinu    Such  wa§ 

ihe  Jefus  whowa^  crucified;  never  dcfti-» 

tutc  of  power  to  cffcd:  what  nothing  leff 

than  divine  power  could ;  and  yet  conder 

icending  to  forrows  and  fufferings,  fuch 

AS  die  loweft  and  bafeft  of  mankind  waul4 

ziot  fubmit  to  without  the  utmoft  necefliT 

ty.     Such  an  extraordinary  perfon  a^ing 

in  fuch  an  extraordinary  manner,  is  the 

Itipft  fenfible  document  that  can  be  giyea 

of  a  defign,  much  above  human  wifdom 

to  contrive,  -  or  human  power  to  e0e£U 

And  thi^  leads, 

.    (2)  To  confider  him  in  his  public  cha- 
ir^der,  the  place  he  holds  in  the  univerfe^ 
und  the  purpofes  he  was  defigned  to  an* 
{wer  there.     And  great   things   we  find 
ipoken  qf  his  relation  to^  and  influence 
f^on,  the  whole  creatipn  of  God ;  as  by  him 
^  things  were  made,  and  are  ftill  upheld  b^ 
the  word  of  his  power,  as  the  chief  of  the 
treaiion  of  God,  and  the  head  of  princifr 
pftlitibs  and  powers.     Thefe  dignities  and 
Tciyakies  of  his  'deferve  our  moft  feribu$ 
jf^afd,  and  are  a  very  confiderable  part  of 
tli«'  glory  which  belongs  unto^  his  namft 
^ilt^ae  he  has  condefcended  mott  imniei^ 
diatel»itp  imiilfe  himfelf  with  the  (Sns  of 
A^iilift  Adam, 
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Adam,  and  even  to  become  one  of  thequ'' 

it  is  in  this  view  we  have  him  fet  forth  iii 
the  gofpel  evidently  crucified  before  jus^ 
and  are  therefore  m  a  particular  mai^iec 
interefted  in  him,  beyond  any  other  oidq^ 
of  beings.  And  thus  it  is  that  we  are  calln 
ed  in  a  fpecial  manner  to  confider  hixa. 

The  title  he  has  aflumed  upon  this  oCii 
cafion,  and  by  which  he  has  ckofea  to.  be 
known  among  men,  the  hlkjfiah^  the  CSEkt^ 
the  Anomtedy  cames  in  it  a  fpecial  de£^ 
nation  to  fome  office  or  bufinefs,  and  iVntt- 
authority  and  power  for  the  difcharge  -«# 
what  belongs  to  it.     This  we  eould  not 
have  known  with  any  tolerable  certain^ 
had  not  God  led  us  to  it  himfelf  by  partw 
Gular  inftitutions,  plainly  deiigned  to  fuff* 
nilh  us  with  an  image,  whereon  we  migiiit 
form  our  conceptions  of  it.     The  anointr 
ing  certain  public  perfons  tinder  the  Mor 
faic  law,  particularly  kings,  priefts,  -  and 
prophets,  was  not  only  ^  fymbpl  of  invcr 
lliture ;  but,  eipeoially  when  done  by  the 
immediate  order  of  Gqd,  conveyed  a  fpir 
tit ;   that  is,  all  neceflary  abilities  for  what 
they  were  called  to.    And  yet  that  ahoinfer 
ing  was  but  an  image,  a  fort  of  outward 
reprefentation  J    the  oil  there  being,  the 

outward 
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outward  figure  and  fliadow  of  that  Spirit, 
which  dwells  without  mcafure  in  the  true 
Anointed. 

The  perfons  appointed  by  the  divine  law 
to  be  thus  anointed  with  oil,  lead  us  fur- 
ther into  the  nature  of  his  public  charac- 
ter ;  and.  are  indeed  the  only  words  in  hu-r 
man  language  by  which  it  can  be  exprelT- 
ed ;  including  fuch  as  arc  either  naturally, 
or  by  peculiar  conftitution,  connedcd  with 
them.  Thus  he  is  reprefented  to  us,  as  the 
aifdiorifed  htterpreter  of  the  divine  mind^ 
.to  reveal  to  us  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
htscounfels  and  purpofes,  fo  far  as  we  have 
any  concern  in  them ;  as  the  great  inter- 
f^ffir  between  God  and  man,  by  whom  all 
tbeb:  mutual  communion  is  managed ;  and 
tlv  king  by  whom  they  are  in  God's  naaie 
V^d  and  governed.  All  thefe  are  com- 
porehended  under  one  general  name  of  Me- 
diator:* not*  in  the  confined  notion  it  is 
irommonly  ufed  among  men,  to  muke 
pe^ce,  and  accommodate  differences  be- 
tween parties  at  variance;  but  in  the 
xsuoft  extended  fenfe;  as  it  is  by  him 
:l^[$^e  that  man  can  have  accefs  to  ftand 
Jjil^tc  God,  or  receive  any  thing  from 
.  1^^  J  liife,  or  aiiy  of  the  comforts  and  en- 
ipyments  of  it :  and  all  that  was  fhadowtd 

,::ypj-.iL       H  h  «ut 


^  pneft,  and  a  proph«,  .^^b«^the  pa^ 
cular  branches  of  t^s  geticj^t  cnara(5ld^ 

^.an  in,!jis,F#,^i^,f?^;'a#.  -^g!r¥?fo^ 

vantage,  ajjd^coaitnved  on  purpQle  taan-* 
fwer.all  his  exigcRcies  and  neceluties,,aild 
TO  raile  hinj  to -that  ftate  pt  43erfection.  and 
glorr  \^e  l;^.^ve^b^  uii^er  onr  Qofcivn 

^txor)^^^naip%idimj  before  ua,  m  taje-jDcrn 
(on^  of  jefus.  Ruxjied  ^  we  were,:^as  to 
ih^  happinefs  pf  jtbe  firfi  creapio^i j;.  b j  ^ 
ijiifCQnduft  of  A4am^,  aij^  rencfc^od  iM^ 
gable  Qf  ho'ding  .ppflefliQQ,  pf  ^%^^^J19 
derived  from  himi  we. mufl bayeb^cafteiq 
for  ever  under  the  power  of  deait|i|T  iPii 
jjroper  hand  had  not  beeii  pro  viced  tp 
Ipipfe  tjie  bands  of  ^  death,  and .  r^iie  im  a 
uew  jcrefttipn  out  of  the  ruins  oi  the^ola, 
\x,  is  pn  tfhis  ^^QQpimt  that  Chrift-be^rs  <  ^tjtip 
^barader  of  a  Sayipur  ;an4  Redeemer^  oY 
wljUGh  wj5  h^ve,n^3.ny  jro^ 

pofe  for  redeeml^g  pafQ^B^  ^/*rf(?^§M 


Diir.1.    Cftf^rtatidiii  oto  Gal.  u.^0.    i'^j 
l^iep^k  of  tKe'New-teftairieri^^ 

Out  great"  Redeemed  was.  abiindantiy 
Bf(fn5«l  With  ftifficient  ^wer  fo'liave  ef- 
fe^  tfie^  deliverance  frbiri  tbe' dettths  of 
EKe  graye, '  and  even  from  hell  itfelf.  But 
py  the  cyeiit  it  appears,  that  **  it  became 
r^'Eim,  !for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by 
*  IRrfiom  are  all  things,  in  bringing  many 
*^ions  linto'  glory,  to  make  the  captain 
*'"of  their  falvation  perfeft  through  fuf- 
^  ferifags/*  And  from  the  beginning  of 
!ke  ifc^orld,  we  find  all  communion  with 
3Rddl,  ^in  any  intercourfe  of  friendfhip, 
Jodiidfed  iti  fktrifice,  the  moft  direct  and 
^ificant  reprefentation  of  the  death  of 
!he  \  Hedeemel* ;  and  which  never  cbuld 
aave  entered  into  the  wildeft  iixi^gihatidn 
iut  by  a  divine  inftitution.  This  has  laid 
:ne  foundation  of  another  part  of  ihe  N'ev/f 
reftiiifierit  Ikriguage,  Where  we  have  the 
ante  R^eeniier  fct  before  us  lis  the  great 
prieft  over  the  houfe  df  God,  by  ohie  fai- 
rrificc  h^  niade  of  hiniieif^  opefiing  the 
?ray  int(3r'the  hdlicft;  the  very  prefente  of 
Spd,  ahd  thence bleffin'gM^ pedpleih  the 
5iiri(i'«f  the  Lord/  -  --  "-  ^  ''^ 
^^t'^rciuid  maketbaiong  a  ^gfefrion  ikwn 
H  h  2  our 


oiir  |)iier<^^iadrpcSi^  tg>mmtr  aB^oniax|D9i{4^ 

^6en909  ]Y3:9^tx>irhcre,  andjEdiiM)o;;i(faD«fiorfs 
6^ii3i^kHi<(^«tliiih^er  tlritiXHbCSi&riftob^^ 

ffaaivcb  «o  thttxdaieail  0i&linarfikaQ4  iixrdiG^inevr 
creation,  as  i^dam  diti)in  idpiQ  i^ki^^  ^afi» 

feotm^  the  V7']QK>llf>ikdn4^^^^iT'^^^W^^ 
ofiiGfvJhiom  aro  9ifatniiia%  i^ihsi»^tds  idbi^ 

the  pecfefl  ifitasnie^bjd^n&ek^tbyilite:^ 

'Applied  t0' him,  vii.  oV  o»e^ taken  tfooi|u«^ 
^^  onriftig  men,  ai^d  )D^dained:  fjxr  oxKnaiA 
*'  thiM^s  pertainmg^^  to  pcxki'?  'rAiiftt^if^hi^ 
the  pfDj)h«|t  and  the  king  arei  Hkemibitfaf* 
JpgflL^tt,  ^as  thciy  ^^fi'e  in  his  pcrforftnidteal 
vkh'tho^jiiiefthood,  we  have  the^^fiiiircft 
reprefentation  that  canrfee  drawn^  i  ^^idm 
iiOL^hwMew.  And  thu&  we  «i^e  led:^toicJon-» 
ceive  of'hjjpi^in  a  twofold  light  ^  asti^eg*. 
fehting  his  people  before  God,  apperfiiijg 
l^iWfev^lr^fence  for  thern^  atidtfeildii^^b 
hf  <tai4rintereft«^atld  c*>nGern&'4tf>aM  ^ife 
thfey'hiVe^<>  d6^  With  hitn,  citJidr4Sn  ^<adi 
tion  to  their  prefetit  or  eternal  ftate  g''H*fel 
Tdprefehtihg  Godito^hfiin^i^<aiftgt:d^*Ml; 
::/?  ,  them 
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(sdeflgnrigd^i^f 'i<]3^)dngUdmie^^         no  idiem] 

add  thus  Hi  htbomt^  li^them^  the  head  6f 

dio  tbod)*, '  ddiTin^  doiwn :  t«o  ?  ewray  mcitt*' 

bc^ciotii  bf)t!^'fobxe&  ^tdfiidvlis'Iodged  m 

luiBL,  Jttfiet;'  Qei!nfd/}ife^3y^C)hairtiiB.>per£Ht^ 

isonsjfktidv  ^wersithat  ;iydf6i^|itxy  itv-^di* 

^gfAaxh  tjlUy  ean  evdr'3iaArcrbik:a£ou.'fisicj,;i^ 

(Lii^3i)'iThis-fiaturalLy.'Ieadi  iiis*iata  tfactnaf 

«&rdkKf.hii^  heathy  with  the  emd&oad^put^ 

l^ftsr^'it  .vrai    deiigned 'to*  aniwer  ;  ..fibe 

flteateftvdind  mbfthaftonifhing  j  event;  the 

•wfnrld  dver  few/    And  as  it  appdars.iiyfBf 

i^riij^'CkcumftanGe  to  have  boen  eDtinly 

Msiomn  choice,  what  he  could  with  l the 

grriatefcreafe  have  faved himfelf  ,frQi»,.:but 

jpiAaiJ  himfelf  tells  us  he  had  ia!|us:,yifitr 

fi»nvi  the  time  he  entered  .himfelf  .^mgag 

A«ifonfflt)f  ^Adam,   it  muft-.ther/rforedosf- 

ifeMe  ®ur  utanoft  attentioni :  . -  -J. .  - 1  .•* 

-iKjThatha  ixian  fo  nearly  related  to,  God, 

aijaijEpd"jfts  he;iras.  in  fuch  a  Angular  man- 

l^ritQ'fihc  fowacatnof  iif^j;iihpuld  die,  i$^ 

Ifiduly  coniidejFeci,;thej:ft«jft  ^aj^^ 

Jib^  ?ver  felli)ut:y3i  thfi:whoJe-eQii*j^^  of 

J:b^pr^^ti<;«arpf  ,Q^dyfp;^{\xQjj^ijfk^^ 

f^^g  bMti  th«{^vent  a^felf  cpiild  iisokafce  one 

4B»agine^j^fe)ijthittgf.;poffi^      gAiuL^ifnihe 


^46     ^'Thfe  tewRis tt'A« '  13i$t?    r^  -T^^'Q 

^A^  td  lay  dt)#n  hig  life,  (the^^^^  cJcff 
wherein  it  was  pdffiMe  f6r  lilm  ^fiS.'-^ffi^ 
that  he  ftiould  havie  choftir  fuch  i  *kth^'2J 
that  of  the  crofs,  •  a  '^ath  which  h6ii*?fdi 
fltives  And-  thfc  bafeft  of  xnanfekd'^i^ii^a^i 
pbfed  to;'  the  ttloft  ftiatftefuF/  die  AA 
j>iiriful,  and  tormcntihg  deatJi,  of  *ilf  AS? 
c^  were  devifed;   and  ihtroducrftf**tOT 
with  fuch  diftreffihg  circtmlftances^^'Siia 
previous  fiifferings,  filch  as  nefdr'flOftcftKtt 
man  fubmitted  to ;  thefe  thiilgs  "d6tilft'W^ 
lio  means  happen  by  chance,  brift  thie  (ibffiftS 
6t  ordinary  providence;    and  th^t^fdrt 
muft'argtie  fbme very  excra:6rdiriai^lhifeh[-i 
ti6n.     Thefinglecircumftancebf  hiS'fpfet?^ 
dy  reftirr66tion  is  fufficieht  to  aflUrd  W  'SiF 
this  :    that  he  died  only  for  dying;'S  Ya&ti 
if  we  may  exprefs  it  fo ;   and  thai,  b^  hik 
dying,  the  great  defign  he  had  iti  h^3 
wasfinifh^d;   as  himfelf  declared"  it  V^aS,' 
when  he  gave  up  his  life  before  hkAi^ 
was  exhauifled ;  and  he  might,  if  &e  &ad 
fo  pleafed,  continued  it  longef.  *'  " 

Tliere  is  one  lingular  circumftancfc'  at-, 
teijdihg  that  kind  of  death  which  fie  crhof^ 
that  it  was  tlie  only  one  which  had  a  cut/c, 
annexed  to  it  by  divine  inftitution :  *^  Cur^* 
**  fed  is  every  one  that  hangetli  on  a"  tree.* 

The 


^^^*  ^«    ^^'^[ifrta^Qtfs  oa>QaI.  %  20.    ^j 

IfeS  ^ffiffi^.^fif  i,?^P^^  of, what  bears  t?Jiat 
JIIB^ -?P^^  .^^?.^^f*  nwny.inftances,  4ecK-. 
SS?3iH!l)  i**f^:/Mw.>  where,  -thi^,  iaftitiitipn 
Jte?^?:^/f^/^.  W  l?f^  **°^  tfcq  .total,  acid  ir*. 
Cffia^jp^  4fj^^       of ;.  thai; ,  perfoa  or 

Jj^cv  jp^oij^  hy  the  gwat  fovereiga 
j^.jhfay,e»  and  earth,  whiph  can  jcveither 
^^it  ,pf  repeal  or  abatement.    Such  was 

^{^fS?^^^^^^^^^^^  by  which  aU.iuan-f 
lup^.^were  reduced  to  the  ftate  fhey.Arc 
^^.i^irjW  particularly  the  neceflity  they 
*SSiM^4F  ^f  ^yi^g»  ^^<1  giving  up  the  life 
^^i^^^^  from  Adam ;  fo  indifpenfabjk^ 
iJ^j:  .it.?^dwuts  of  x^o  hope  but  in  a  refur* 
S^iftn  fjRom  the  dead.  And  fuch  was  the 
<ai^,of  ihofe  facrificcs  which  weredeiigoed. 
iqjl  a^nements  in  the  typical  law  ^  which 
Wiffeibut  reprefentations  of  the  only  way 
19.  jj^OTial  life  and  inunortality  that  the , 
gif j^fijnf  iba^e  adipits  of.  ,;    .    . 

irhus  pur  blefled  Lord,  the  only  way  to 
Hfe,  and  the  door  by  which  the  iftieep  can 
enter^  fp  ^s  to  t)e  favcd,  and  find  pafture^' 
is-  rebrefeiited  to  our  faith  as  a  prbpitia- 
tipn  for*  iTpi  a  facrifice,  a  ranfoiii, '  Jby' 
wiibm'.we  receive  the  atoQenxpht.  All  this 
»  evidently  Qld-Teflamerit  language,.  th« 


i 
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way  of  fpeaking  that  was  in  ufe  among 
the  people  who  were  diredlly  under  the 
divine  government ;   and  thence  we  muft 
gather  the  true   intent  and  meaning  of 
them.     There  we  find  two  great  but  dif-r 
ferent  occafions  in  which  they  were  orders 
ed.     The  firft  was  when  the  people  were 
Solemnly  entered  into  the  divine  covenant 
at  Sinai.     The  fecond,  on  occafion  of  af- 
ter offences,  which  either  the  whole  peo- 
ple, or  particular  pcrfons,  might  be  guilty 
of.     Thefe  reprefented  the  analogous  ufe 
of  the  death  and  facrifice  of  the  great  high 
prieft  over  the  houfe  of  God ;   i^,  to  take 
us  off  oui*  firft  ftanding  under  Adam,   and 
enter  us  into  the  divine  conftitution  and 
covenant  of  grace  under  Jeliis  Chrift ;  and,* 
^dly^    to   provide    for   after  failures    and 
tranfgreffions   in   that  new    flate.      And 
thus,  as  die  Ilraelites  were  ftrongly  cau- 
tioned againft  imagining,  that  either  the 
land  of  Canaan  was  their  natxiral  birth- 
right ;    or  that  they  entered  upon,    and 
kept  the  poffeffipn  of  it,  by  any  merit  or 
obedience  of  theirs;   of  both  which  the 
annual  day  of  atonement  was  a  continued 
memorial  j  to  fay  nothing  of  their  paflb- 
ver  and  daily  facrifices,  which,  with  all 

their 
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their  other  inftitutions,  anfwered  the  fame 

Jmrpoie :     In  like  manner  are  thofe  who 

liold  the  eternal  inheritance,  reminded  and 

jkflured  in  die  ftrongeft  manner,  that  it 

is  only  by  the  grant  of  grace,  fealed  and 

xatified  in  the  blood   of  the   Redeemer, 

«hat  they  either  enter  into,  or  hold  the 

pofleifion  of  it. 

In  this  light,  the  whole  bufinefe  of  fa- 
Tcrificature,  which  appeared  fo  extremely 
icidiculous  to  the  philpfophers  and  wife  men 
of  the  world,  will  appear  to  us  the  wifeft, 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  kindcfl  and  moft 
advantageous  inftitution  that  could  poflibly 
have  been  given  to  man ;  as  it  anfwered 
t*ro  of  the  moft  valuable  and  momentous 
purpbfes  they  could  be  concerned  in. 
There  was,  in  the  firft  place,  a  very  fo- 
lenin  acknowledgement  of  the  forfeiture, 
and  an  abfblute  renunciation  of  all  pre- 
teniions  to  life,  on  any  other  footing  or 
grotmd  than  the  free  and  gracious  grant 
of  the  creator  ^d  great  author  of  life ; 
the  only  temper  that  can  become  a  crea- 
ture, and  much  more  a  criminaL  And, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  appointment  and 
acceptance  of  the  facrifice  was  thfe  fureft 
Vol.  U.  I  i  feal 


fealof  thie'  grant  oF  gkce,  as  it  >US  dHf 
^ongeO!  arid  m6ft  ftnfible  affurattcfc  G6tt 
could  give  ttf  man  of'thc  fincerityt)f  Ki*  SfJ^ 
teritioAs,'  iii  the  pToiniies  he  had  grt&i  Iff 
pardbii  and  6temal  life.  \*^    "'  -*•' 

But  all  thefe  were  only  JDbadqwsr,  ifei 
fighed  for  no  other  purpofe,  m  relatibibriSI 
eternal  life,  than  to  lead  fctfw'ard  the  &!SSL 
of  thd  i¥or(hippefs  to  him  who  wias^tro 
truth  and  fubftance  of  them  all,  andffoM 
whoin  they  borrowed  all  the  worth '  am 
value  that  was  ever  in  them.  lIS 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God  wer*rdift 
played  in  their  utmoft  perfeiStioij  in  jd^ 
Chrift,  at  once  the  moft  efie<^al  and  ^^ 
dealing  way  of  railing  mankind  to  the 
higheft  perfeAion^  dignity,  andhdp^ind&^ 
they  were  capable  of;  and  in  him  likewQb 
the  higheft  deteftation  of  fin  was  fhoWn;  in 
the  higheft  manifeftation  of  love  to  dhfe 
perfon  of  the  finner.  Eternal  life  is  to  Be 
had,  and  entered  upon,  on  no  other  terms 

than  the  deftruclion  of  'the  creature  that 

....  .   ^* 

finned.  Our  Lord  never  intended  to  fcl^en 
the  children  of  Adam  from  the  'ftrolte  of 
juftice,  either  by  keeping  them  froin  dying, 
or  raifmg  them  again  into  the  pbfTeflion 
of  the  life  they  hid  forfeited.    He 'did, 

upon 


upoa^tsJie  crofs,  for  himfelf,  aiid  all-in  wh,Qfe 

f^ame  he  then  ai^ed^  renounce  aud  ^ve  uo 

the  life*  mad  all  the  powers  of  if,  wjuch 

1^  ^;u^  they  derived  fropa  Adam,,  into 

the  hands  of  Juftice^  to  be  utterly  defl^-oy-^ 

fid;  ai)4  put  an  end  to.    But  he  bad  higher 

||eHr?i^  he  had  a  life  in  pyofpedl,  by  the 

jgpqxxufe  of  the  Father,  in  the  cpnftitution 

^g^ac:e,  a$  inuch  above  Adam's,  as  heaven 

M.fi^QYe  earth,  or  God  more  excellent  than 

||Ims  Cfieature.    This  he  betakes  hixnfelf  to, 

fo^^^^.^^^^^^ingly  he  entered  upon  at 

Ilia,  nefurredtion ;   and  fo  do  all  that  arp 

|Qjl4e  conformable  unto  his  death,   and 

i^yc  fellowfliip  in  his  fufferings.     And 

^ .  (4)  This  leads  further  to  obferve,  the  e-< 

Ycnt  4nd  ifliie  of  his  crucifiidon  and  death 

jp^Jib  refurre(^        and  the  glory  that  fpl- 

Jpwfd  ;-<^  which  finilhes  the  view,  and  o^ 

jl^qns  up  all  the  myftery  that  appeared  in 

jh^./ornier  condudi  j    how,^  "  for  the  joy 

^*t  that,  was  fet  before  him,  he  endured  the 

^**  crofs,  defpiung  the  ftiame,  and  has  ac-- 

/'  cordingly  fat  down  on  the  right  hand 

,!,'  S>i  the  throne  of  God  \  having  all  power 

^  jn  heaven  and  in  earth  committed  into 

VixiVhand/' 

\  X  z  fcenfion 


^-}Uii 


tb^jbi^wkaoiaataire;  aiid  hiimbimgfaiib^ 
It^^'tQi  the:  dcatfa^  ke  wurfalfilling  dft 
$frm3  of  eternal  life,- and  ihofwing  thai  i9- 
jignadon -tx)^  hi^  htfattnly  Fatiier*s ''V^ 
(wJiidbi  became  the  head'  of  the  new  cteaii^ 
jtion;  recovering  a  better  paradife,  bf'tiih 
^kidg  upon  himfelf  the  burden  braiiglft 
^lfk6n  mankind  by  the  mifcarriage  of'  thdhr 
bead  in  the  firft ;  and  thus  (howing  *liin^ 
ielf  to  be  in  reality,  what  Adam  wasxmiy. 
:ki  figure,  the  true  fpring  and  founta^ia  klf - 
Jife. 

*.  It  is  a  very  impertinent  queftion  dislt 
men  who  reckon  themfelves  very  vnCt  are 
ftill  afking  :  Might  not  God  have  recovelr- 
ed  niankind,  by  making  them  a  firee  gift 
of  eternal  life  ?  Juft  as  wife  a  queftion^ 
as  if  one  fhould  afk,  Whether  he  might 
;ixot  have  made  men  angels^  and  beafls 
m?n.  We  cannot  fay  theye  is  iany:  things 
Gol  might  not  have  done,  if  heliad  feen 
.fit,  except  what  is  incohfi!ftent  with-  his 
perfections  ;  and  of  that  we  are  very  in- 
4campctent  judges*  We.  Will  not  therefore 
-pretend  to  fay  what  he  might  have  done ; 
bvit'thisr  wejnay  fafely  fay,  that  if  hd  had 
li(>ne;Qthexririie/i:matitwonid&or^     been 

the 
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iliis^ctetovelie  18,  butix>£catl0tiker<  kind. 
feMkd  iibw  thtt  God  rfaat^^^ 
fBfm  at  libt  lifcad  of  ninjcltsdj  and  bf  'hifft 
4nt  fadngr  them!  into*  thd^^reft'irelfttiMi' to 
tboaKi^]iy  ftt^h  afliiio  otker  order  of  ;beings; 
4i9rf»r.  ii»  we  know,  have  to  boaft  of^^we 
-iMve  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  think 
il^jbhe  heft  axid  fitteft,  becaufe  he  has  cho^ 
-tan-it  i  and  we  are  iure  it  is  infinitely  bet?- 
Httribr  ns  than  any  other  way  we  could  ih 
fiiag^xie  would  hare  been,  in  sdl  the  TieMs 
'ithatoan  be  taken  of  it :  and  therefore,  as 
it  is  the  moft  infolent  prefomption  for  the 
ygntitusie  to  fay  to  the  creator,  *•  Why  haft 
^fx  thou  made  me  thus  ? "  fo  it  is  the  moft 
^YlUanous  ingratitude,  to  find  fault  with 
jifiim,  becaufe  he  did  not  leave  us  in  lower 
pe.woric  circumftances  than  he  has  done. 
7r!;  The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  the  whole 
2£BeatiojEi  in  general,  and  every  fpecies  and 
tindividNialy  depend  entirely  on  the  divine 
fwilland  conftitution ;  they  are  what  God 
>hfas  be«i  plea&d  to  make  them,  and  high^ 
-AT  they  cannot  go.    All  the  powers  x)f  tljc 
iTtniverfe  lanittcd^anmot  chuige  aiplant  to  an 
aniitaaJ^  .or  almoie  iorute^to  a  man;  i  It  is^thc 
'iiitfbiirbatioii-conftittition.  that  detertniries 
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Adam,  as  wji4o,.  i|i  tic  oourfe^of^^u^tujrj^ 

ny  individual  to  ^atcr  another  m^y^    Aj^ 
if  tlus  be  a  divine  bonftitiitipQ,  chac«j0|9n9 
ihgU  enter  the  fpiritual  or  etenlal 'yrorl^. 
but  by  jefuB  ChriO;,  (and  if  then  be  >^ic^* 
a^peribn  as  Chrill,  there  is  as  certainly 
fiidi  a  conftitution),  what  room  is  ^dieiw 
16ft  to  afk  queftions,  and  put  cafes,  dtithiyi^ 
inbre  than  the  other  ?     Surely  every  bnvti 
gination  of  this,  kind  is  as  properly  n$ 
nouncing  God,   and  attempting  -  to  lire 
without  him,  as  ever  Adam's  aiming"  tc| 
be  a  God  was ;  and  muft  have  the  fameib^ 
vent;  but  fo  much  woffe  than  his,  astll^ 
hftvre  have  given  and  fecured  to  xlb  in 
Ghriftv  is   £3   incomparably  better  thaxtf 
that  which  he  forfeited  by  his  difobediencf 
and  rebellion ;  which,  in  truth,  bears  na' 
greater  proportion  to  it  than  a  fliadofiB 
docs.jco  the  lixbftance.     Our  Lord  Jdhs-i^ 
the.perfon  whom  God  hath  chofen,  'aoA 
anointed  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  that^ 
fuch .  a  thing  could  be  done ;  and  in  rko. 
fame  manner  has  he  declared  his  cbcree',^ 
appointing  him  thie  fpring  aad  faqntaia 
o£  ietemal  life.     In  him,  and. in  him  cmljR^ 
heihstsir  deolaiwiilvcMlielf  .^     :fdj39&di;i^fi> 
t>rij  that 


tetAbrc  neither  is,  hor  fcan'l)ei  aiiyti- 

iKc*'  dliematl^,  b\it  that'wfe  either  Utc  bfjr 

itei,  01^  pcrirti  ccemally.  ♦ 

^  fitit  tiiot  to  enter  any  further  into  fa  Int. 

itelianftibfe  a  fubje(%^  we*  may,  u^n  thiii 

"gcBWtiiviat  of  ^e  death  and  crdcifixton 

ftf'.ChiiStr  be  able  to  form  fome  tolerable 

fieticm  of  i3m  import  and  meaning  of  thfe 

Afioftle^s  expredion,    bcit^  crucified  ^wdth 

Cbrifi.  i  and  particularly  What  we  propofed 

nffst  «o  inquire  into,  ' 

.:-   8^  How  the  ApofUe  did,  and  how  idl 

«rue;C)hnftian8  do^  (hare  and  partake  with 

Chrift  in  his  death  and  fufierings,  fo  aft 

tiuoy.  may  be  f^d  to  be  crucified  with  him.' 

jjfl3iat  there  is  fuch  a  relation  fubfifting 

'lietween  Ghrift,  and  all  who  are  Ghriiliana^ 

JULigivtfB^^  them  fome  fpeciai  intereft  in  hiih 

lic^ondothers,  and,  in  confequence  of  it^ 

^noQlefort  of  fellowlhip  and  communion 

liith  htin  in  all  his  miniflrations,   and  his 

death^in  a  pardcular  manner,  is  a^kpow^ 

iad^  by  aH  who  call  themfelres  Chrifli^ 

fta)0 : '  >and  according  to  the  aptprehenfionft 

they  hJavet  of  that  relado^^  thenearaefeor 

ivmatendfs*  of  it,  inch  are  alfo  diehr^  'caph 

ijei^tioaB  tcf :  their  comrixmnion^  feUovdldfl, 

aikd;]kaittid%igfmtb^-l^ 

3Rds  and 


ft56        iThe  Gh«!st*ia*n  tf»r* 

and  rcfurrcaion.  I  will  not  enter  mto  tfJ 
ny  partictilar  detail  of  the  diffisrent  fenti<» 
ments  upon  this  momentous  {ubjeA,  SHxf 
further  than  they  contribute  to  give  fibne 
light  into  the  account  our  Lord  himfeif 
and  his  Apoflles  give  of  it.     And  here, 

(i)  There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  as  otdr 
Lord's  appearance  in  the  world,  the  whofe 
of  his  public  miniftry,  and  particularly 
his  death  and  fufferings,  were  defigned  €tk 
the  benefit  and  advantage  of  mankind ;  ih 
they  certainly  have  the  benefit  of  it,  and 
all  the  good  which  was  defigned  stud  eP- 
fedled  by  it.  Thofe  who  confider  him  on- 
ly as  a  perfeA  many  and  fet  before  us  Dk 
•an  example  we  are  to  copy  after,  confider 
him  in  his  death  as  a  perfedl  pattern  of 
patience  and  refignation,  under  the  moft 
unhappy  and  cruel  treatment  one  can  pof^ 
fibly  meet  with  in  the  world.  Thole  who 
eonfider  him  as  a  teacher  fent  from  -God; 
find,  in  his  death  and  refiirredion,  tiic 
ftrongeft  confirmation  that  can  be  giveit 
to  men  of  his  divine  miflion.  Thofe  who 
conceive  of  his  undertaking,  as  that  of 
a  Redeemer  and  Saviour  to  delivej:  man- 
kind from  the  deftrudlion  brought  ilpoft 
them  by  Adam's  difobedience,  find  paiS- 

dbn. 
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dojl^  juftification,  and  a  right  to  eternal 
life,  efiedled  by  his  perfedl  fulfilment  .flf 
jJtuLt  law  which  Adam  failed  in.  All  th^ 
benefits  Cliriftians  indeed  have  by  his 
death,  and  many  moic.  But  whatever 
they  are,  and  whatever  communion  or 
dfellowihip  they  may  be  fuppolbd  to  have 
with  Chrift  in  them,  this  is  not  to  hare 
..fellowihip  with  him  in  his  death,  but  '^ 
the  fruits  and  effedls  of  It ;  and  if  there  {$ 
uo  more,  they  can  never,  in  any  tolerable 
propriety  of  fpeech,  be  faid  to  be  crucified 
or  dead  with  him.     And  therefore, 

(2)  To  anfwer  the  exprcflions  made  \ife 
of  by  the  Apoftle,  it  becomes  neccflliry  to 
takd  the  relation  higher,  that  all  Chriftians 
are  in  Chrill  as  all  mankind  were  in  A- 
dam,  as  the  two  heads  of  the  old  and  new 
creation,  reprefenting  their  whole  refpec- 
^vc  fpecies,  and  all  that  fliould  ever  be  of 
them,  in  the  courfe  of  the  firll  and  fecond 
birth  ;  or,  which  is  but  an  image  of  the 
fame  thing,  Chrift  is  to  be  confidered  as 
the  great  prieft-intercefFor,  reprefenting 
the .  whole  people,  and  ailing  in  their 
name.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  what  a  very  near 
intereft  thofc  who  are  thus  reprefented 
have  in  the  perfon  who  adls  in  their,  name; 
VoL.il.  Kk  how: 


in\ich  as  his  pwn :  and,  in  ouj^iordli 
cafe-  it  was  in  ^flPedl  their  bufinefs,  .only.^ 
for  what  had  he  to  do  with  death  and  fitfr 
fermgs,.  and  efpegially  fuch.  a  death  as  th||l; 
of  the  crofs  ?  Nay^  what  had  he  to  dcj; 
with  flefh,  but  tq  unite  himfelf  to  thrna, 
to  make  himfelf  a  party  with  them,  and 
to  take  their  burden  and  their  curfe  npou 
himfelf,  to  op?n  a  way  fpr  their  deliver-} 
apce  frqm  it,  that  they  might  be  at  Ubei^jJ 
to  enter  upon  the  poffefTion  of  that  igii% 
tual  and  eternal  life  which  he  has  to,  (Eq^-j 
Vey  to  theim  ?  Thus  truly  and  properly 
they  have  fellowlhip  with  him  in  hi?  fuf-y 
ferings,  and  are  fo  far  really  and  trulj 
crucified  with  him.     But,  j  .= : 

(3)  There  is  yet  a  nearex  concern  ttiat 
Ghriftians  have  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift;,  as 
he  is  not  only  their  reprefentative  ajd^iig 
in  their  name,  but  their  facrifice ;  an4( :  ^ 
onement :  and  on^  great  def^gn  o^^^^^ 
iaftitutioU;  was,  xertainly^  to  lead  man|?ifli4 
into  pro j»^r  apprehenfions  of  thek.ii^tqifgft 
i^ij/^udconnedlion^-^ifh  him,  in,hi5  j^ath 
i^nd  lufferii^gi^  ^,A  facrifki^  was  ^prpfg^j^y 
an.  image ^n4jffpref€;n^;ati,on  qf.,wj^at-jp^ 
QUg]}l;  tq,^ve  fufferpij^  transferred,  by  di's 

vine 


ifaekpj^liiiiin  upon  the  crcatui^e  that 
tvi'^'cfferedj  and  Which,  by'this  meansjl 
EddatxiQ  a  rknfom  for  their  lives.  It  Is 
called'a  favour  of  reft  ^  becaufe  God  acqui- 
efi^ed  and  refttfd  in  that  which  was  reprc- 
xent^  there,  and  at  the  fame  time  gave 
felt  to  thefiijner  in  all  refpedls;  as,  after 
Oie  acceptance  of  the  facrince,  there  was 
ifio  hxore  to  give  hiiA  any  trouble.  It  i§ 
hardly  poflible  to  imagine  a  neafei*  and 
Aiore  interefting  connedlion,  excepting  on- 
ly that  real  union  betwixt  Chrifl:  and  bc- 
Kf^rfrs;  by  which  he  lives  in  them.  The 
fi<;riftc^e  is  really  the  man  himfelf :  it 
ftdnds4n  his  room;  and  all  his  valuable 
ihtfefcfls,  the  concerns  of  life  and  death, 
with  all  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  of 
life,  are  inibarked  there.  It  is  eminently 
fb  in'  bilf  Lord's  undertaking :  in  his  death 
jifid  fiifFerings  he  ftood  under  their  law  ; 
habbre  the  curfe  of  it;  and  by  bearing, 
ticAioVferi  whfetfliould  othcrwife  have  bound 
dWrk^ under  eternal  death,  l^cithoiit  any 
jjdfflbllity'bf  rfelcaft."  I  only  add,- 
'^^^(4)  Evrty  tnle  Ghriftiah  isfi  partaker 
^thCHrift,'  arid  has  fellowfliip  with  liiin 
tti'his  'de'atiii  by  aeciiiidlmg*  in,  and  ho- 
■^''     '        '    '     K  k  2  mologating, 
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p9iologating,  apprpving,  and  adherpig,  10 
W;hat  he  there  did  in  their  name ;  by.inrlkiitk 
they  eater  tliemfelve&  under  his  crofa,  and 
ratify  for  themf elves  the  renunciatioa.^lfe 
tl^ere  made  of  Adam's  hfe,  and  all  th»(  . 
belongs  to  it,  in^  the  hope  of  that  eternal 
life,  which  God  hath  prpmifed  in  Chnil 
before  the  world  began.  Thus  they  "  are 
"  baptized  into  his  deatli/'  *'  buried  with^ 
"  him  in  baptifm  unto  death ; "  and  thujs- 
•■  their  old  man  is  crucified  with  Ghr^^ 
"  that  the  body  of  fin  may  be  deftroyed  J?^ 
"  they  become  dead  to  the  law ;"  and  toi 
cpmplete  the  whole,  "  they  are  crucified  to 
"  the  world,  and  the  world  crucified  itfi* 
V  them;"  that  though  they  live  and  w^MB 
in  thq  flefli,  they  neither  live  nor  walk  aft» 
ter  it.  •  ^       0. 

And  this  leads  us  to  that  other  vicwLif^ 
mentioned,  of  being  crucified  ivit/j  Chrifty 
which  the  Apoftle  elfewherc  exprefles  by 
**  being  made  confonuable  unto  his  deadu/ 

Thofe  who  imagine,  that  no  njore  isme 
ccffary  to  make  a  child  of  Adam  iliKftlfi  t 
be  a  partaker  of  the  inheritance  of /^^ 
faints  in  light,   than  merely  .to  vhav^i  } 
natural  faculties  purged  firom  their  n^^u 


at  ^qmirid  icorruj^w  ^JtSMfl  -  d^fSll&tiir^  \ 
daxi  that:  grace  gives^no  *-  ntW '  j^weiis,  biut  x 
bttly  takes  dfF  the  adhetdit  fett  and  lixlpfe- 
*riiri4Aft  frttti  dff  the  old  ohes  r  or  at  moft 
tt^akisfs  ahU  roufes  them  to  their  propct 
lirilghtts  of  perfection  :   all  thefe^  of  couril% 
ifeliift  fcoftftriitft  the  old  mail  which  is  cru- 
tMed  xfrith  Chrift,  to  be  no  more  than  that 
iJidy*  of  c6rruption  which  is  lodged  in 
:tfi5  attd  which  they  think  they  are  war- 
liiStcdinby  the  Apoftle's  calling  it  a  body  of 
Jfii  md  death.  And  thus  (according  to  them) 
ttt  be  Crucified  with  Chrift,  and  conformed 
tiff  his  death,  is  no  more -than  to  have  our 
finful  lufts  and  appetites  mortified  and  de- 
stroyed, and  to  ceafe  from  fin  as  a  dead  man 
4(ies4:  which,  in  truth,  is  only  a  pompouS 
'and  lofty  defcription  of  a  very  common 
things  turning  from  fin  to  God.     So  that 
V^\ crucifying  the  old  man,  with  his  deeds,*^ 
afvd  VV{)utting  off  the  old  man,'*  and  **  put- 
*^*«i!iagion  the  new  man,"  and  "  putting 
*'-r;aadie  Lord  Jefus,"  are  made  to  mean 
no  ilMWef  than  ccafing  from  fin;  and  prac- 
tifikig  virtue  and  holihcfs. 

^ift  is  vtapy  true  that  the  Apoftle,  kom.  vi* 
I^lJ^ttJ^liSs^  his  difixracfe^o^ 

'•*'  <lying 


d^iiig'^^ntJi  Chrift,  in  ati  exhortktioii  Whicfe 
^ty  iiattiWLlfy*krtfes  from  it, .  *^*  to  reckofif 
**  tfiifemlfelves'  dead  indeed  untd  ^n;  and  aliV^ 
''^  ttnfb^God  tfardugh  Jefus  Ghiift.'*  And  hd 
ddtxbt  this  is  a  part  of  the  Chriftian*s  t6ft^ 
fotiiiity  to  Cak-ift^  which  he  is  ill  thB 
ft¥6ngeft  nianncff  bound  to ;  biit  it  is  iSoW 
fy^pri^erly  conformity  unto  his  death,  9(# 
^  hktive  confequeiices  and  cfFedfe  of  iti 
The'Apoftle  had  laid  thefoundation  of  ife 
deip  and  ftrong  in  the  fo^egofrtg  verfe»^ 
nol*  will  his  waty  of  laying  it  lb  much  siS 
bfelr  a  fup]f)ofitk)n,  that  oiie  caii  he  pfentesS 
into  a  likenefs  or  conformity  ufito'  his  WJ^ 
fui+ediori,  without  being  firft  plantfedwA^ 
to  the  likenefs  of  his  death,  and  theti  tKi^ 
Other  naturally  follows  And  thiff  We  cate 
rieter  be  faid  to  be,  nay  nor  fo  nluch  ati? 
tb  ratify  and  hold  good  what  he  did  fOT 
us,  but  by  doing  as  he  did  :  not  indecid! 
byfkftening  bur  bodies  to  ^  crofe,'  as  his 
WiiS:'  that  wHs  nione  of  his^'ddllig;  teiit' 
wh'at  hisf  fubitiitte'd  to,  whcnV^^fc(5Vdtrt^*^{b 
the  <iet!<!jittiiiiite  cbutifd  bf  'Gddi  hfe'-'if^ 
deKvertid  itttb  the  wicked 'Tikiid*  iS]f  'fl* 
JeW^  aM  Romafts :  '  T?hefe  w<*e  tHe^dtf^; 

of  "le,"  attd  mt  h^i^^^iiM  4hfefe'TW  }d^^& 


Cfijl.fto  tifijCp^xformed  to^    But  ^bat^vej;  be 

bj^felf  did,   reUting  tp;  hia  crwifiwofx 

i|^^  death,  tjhat  we  mud  do  Ukewi&,  if  e^ 

^fTiiyQiare  planted  into  a  likenefs  iM^to  jbim 

tJ^^ip.     Xhc  fame  fentiments  of  the*  ju^ 

^^e  and  goodnef^  of  the  divine  coj^ftitU'^ 

ti^;     the  fame  refignation,   felf-denial^ 

%(id  fuhmillion  to  the  divine  will,  expr^flf- 

e^  tjhere;  tiie  iame  acknowledgement  of 

^e  forfeiture,  and  willing  fubmiflion  tQ 

the  j)uni£hment ;  renouncing  and  giving 

\ip  all  connedion  with  the  forfeited  life, 

t2o  have  no  more  to  do  with  it  in  any  re- 

ip^dl:    thefe,   and  the  circumftances  at^/ 

tending  them  in  the  death  of  Chrift,  de-- 

ie^ipre  our  moft  ferious  attention ;  as  it  will 

certainly  be  found  one  day,  that  there^is, 

1^9  way  of  entering  into  eternal  life  but;. 

tbf^t  DDf  by  which  he  entered,  and  dpijig 

ffff  Q>irfelves  what  he  did  in  our  name, 

P^^i)  We  muft  be  conformed  unto  hin> 

ifj,jjKe  fqntimentis  he  had  of  the  divine  law;. 

^d,.  particularly,  the  juftic^and  goodnj?^ii 

(^^at  priginal  conftitution, .  by  which  \ve 

Mf)?ye  broughj;  under  the  prefent  pircum-5.. 

^^jg^(;^sjy[cBfid, mankind  in,,  and  particu- 

l^jiy  j|?g  ij:^9Vfta|^le  neceffitj  y^e  ^e  under 

qf^d^ath.  Vain  man  ^ould  be  wife,  though 

in 
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in  truth  he  is  bom  *^  like  a  wild  aft's  qfl^ti** 
And  of  all  his  fbllies,  this  is  the  gnvcd^^ 
that  he  cannot  be  reconciled  to  the  ftaciop 
his  creator  has  allotted  him  in  his  wojoUi. 
This  is  a  piece  of  our  firft  father's  ixAstgt : 
lie  begah  the  foolifh  attempt,   to  •  make 
himfelf  wifer  and  happier  than  Go4  faad^ 
,defigned ;  and  there  is  hardly  any,  evfea 
the  molt  ftupid,  of  his  pofteritjr,  who  (K> 
not  flatter  themfelves,  that  had  they  bttt 
things  at  their  own  difpofal,  they  wbuU 
provide  greatly  better  for  themfelvcS  thi& 
God  has  dojie.     Indeed  it  is  no  eafy  mat- 
ter to  be  content  to  be  a  creature;  that  iS, 
to  live  entirely  by  the  grace  or  free  gift  6f 
the  creator,  and  to  be  what  he  is  pleafed 
to  make  them.     Our  Lord  perfedlly  knew 
the  prefent  unhappy  circumftances  of  man- 
kind :   he  knew  the  worft  of  it ;   the  laW 
they  were  under,    and  the   curfe  which 
bound  them  under  death.    But  all  this  did 
not  hinder  him  to  take  part  of  the  fame 
flefti  and  blood,  and  to  put  himfelf  iiito 
the  very  fame  circumftances ;  to  put  hiiii- 
felf  under  the  fame  law,  and  that  very 
curie,  which  is  the  moft  formidable  part 
of  it.     This  was  an  honourable  teftimony 
l^iven  to  the  juftice  and  goodnefs  of  the 

law. 
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.  law,  and  more  for  the  honour  of  the  law- 
.fgfiTer  than  die  fpotleft  obedience  of  all  A- 
^lato^s  race  would  have   been,    by  how 
fttuch  he  wa!}  a  better  judge  than  they. 
And  until  the  hearts  of  men  are  fubdued  in- 
to the  fame  fentiments,  to  conient  unto  the 
-law  that  it  15  good,  and  be  \\crfcOAy  recon- 
ciled to  it  in  every  part  as  God  has  laid 
.k,  it  is  impoiril>le  they  can  have  any  part 
.with  Chfift :  they  never  will  be  reconciled 
l|0  ht»  death,  much  lefs  be  conformed  unr 
tfp.bim  in  it. 

(2)  Our  blefTcd  Lord,  in  the  whole  of 
his  condu(fl,  efpecially  where  his  obedi- 
,ence  was  put  to  the  fcvcvcii  trial,  in  his 
^d^ath  and  fufFcrings,  fliowecl  the  moll  per- 
•feA  felf-denial,  and  the  mod  ablblute,  re- 
iignation  to  his  Father's  will.  The  ApofUc 
gives  him  this  moft  honourable  tcllimo- 
ny,  "That  he  plcafcd  not  hinifcif  :^  and 
.it  was  juftified  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life.  And  when  the  bitter  cup  was 
approaching,  though  he  prayed  carncftly, 
that,  if  polliblc,  it  might  pals  from  him ; 
yet  he  refigns  himfclf  entirely  to  the  will 
of  his  Father :  "  Yet  not  my  will,  but 
*■*  thine  be  done/^ 

Hvery  body  will  fcadily  acknowledge  in 
VoL.TI.  L  1  words, 
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difpofal  ?  To  be  truly  periuaded,  auQiddwi 
nxilljrlickhowlbdge  oasis  felf  i34t]ili<|;  "^^ 
viak ,  <^od>r  tli^cmgh^adiuJLsfidyjdJ^^tApij^i^ 
•titan  bwning<  bne'i  felf  ]»[  bjEfJb^  i^fS^diPlj; 
yet  w*  Imdiim  fa<^  is  la  91^17  odc^igi^l^ 
attainment.  Men  have,  •  I  know  n$!6j^cv(f| 
,but  very  unhappily  for  themfel^aSq Jljigij 
t)l«d  upon  ajiotion,  thw  Gjidjha^jfqiwjfjjr 
parted  to  them  a  certain  prppprfipn  c^j^ 
|ng,  ths^  rthey  can  fiand  ;a$  partie§^,ffi{j|| 
him;i  i»fiajjupjQft..term^jt  andil^oc^ 
filainr  wageft,  .but  (Cf>mplain  >«^  ii^^^^Sl^ 
.\krhen  tbrjr.  are  not  treitfi^^ftaf  it^b^faj^ 
ihay-flipoldlfie*-  Our  Lord  knoaUt  ^«4ldd: 
aiei^lihiii^iandfenfyws,  that  all  l^fcififl?^ 
"imssgimtionLi  jajad  t%»iglv?  if^ijkadajgeft 
:qm£ec%i^efcMci  wiifih  »ltjtijE^wrsy[j]jj^ 
beetc.fqi^aalfed^  ©ftoai  ijfttt^^!^vh^ftirfjjf 
iliEtfreato&ii;  lJiatit;is  .wtbftttNey  feaViSijf*. 
nde  4r J5)nstenj6pn5d;p  r^m^ii«teA!ey^ofe 
itealbfccfe<^call  f«r  ijt.;jdl  aThef  ^Sf,Bh«fift 
fEffO  1^*56  ^ao  aEpe^tipx^B«i»,h^f ^-j^fjiB^ 


I,. 


il^f^giiedhuidr:^a«^:>  xt^j  Adaxs^s  ia& 

^f^^b^f  tteit  curjfeiWbickMtdled'upoA 
Q>4ua^  in  otiedlaiee to-xUb  will^^Ood; 
ll^p  his  erdjfe;  di6iiift|1im«nt  ofidead^ 
Htit'^the  time  ftp^iated  ^i>y  :iupi  yakk 
i^  'ThJA  as  but  th6  confeqdence^oft% 
%d^tWo;  imd  whofoever  hath  k  muid 
IPOiiift's  in  him,  will  be  furc  to  folia* 
ii'^  thh.  A  heart  reccmciled  to' the 
^^aA^i-efi^ed  to  the  divine  will,  xonSt 
^«  lik&a  cdnvidied  and  felfncondenui*' 
i^a^kniiiid^  juftify  the  law;  juftify  his 
l^ef'  and  willingly  meet  the -ftroke  of 
ith^^  v^hiih'law  'and  }ttiiice>  biiids  hixn 
^Itf'j'whehevde'  his  judge  fliall:pleafejc6 
S^intl  ;  Thui$  ihe  GhriftiM  takes  mip  Mi 
td^ll^Clhi^ft'dkl'^i  ahd^  abi^- did,  ^^has 
^ifleEI^  f%ri'JKrhi<:k  ihe  iklsutietot^f  iti- 

M  L  1  2  that 


ediqoaJcqiiQOC^IoffliO.  )o  injiify]  .mU  >o  ^ad 

m  ffaisi  is^  itodced;  >  a; .  ih^^rd  '.cHiapficr  tto  '^thaa 

€TiildireiiroffrAdam,-and;#hali  J&LOiie>o£idienl 

baiit :  {poiEbiy  ) jbcaf  uutal :  diey  ( larer  iictcet 

twgif*.  n4tod thereforey  v   .r,         ^  -on  '; 

!jrl  (4^  :¥hbMrehunx:iauon:  dwl  Srefigjnatooii 

lftufl:jbe»xiijLd^;  upon  the  fiyoafc  priocipl?^  of 

.  ^?^h^  ^  o  ft9<i  ^  hope    of  '  «lcf  oatl  life^  1  r  »pori 

pyhipllrp^r|)^Lofd  hii^ifelf:  ^&c4u    ,i  i>i^iggl 

j^q[t  >ft^nd  ito  ifliow  how  :Our  Lord  exfiFjQ^gd 

|^€^  whole  Qf^  his  felf-deniajlvand  refig^ 

fiiOin  to  the  diviiae  will,  throughQut  <^yi3ty 

Pf^iod  of  hi&  life^  as  well  as  iii  hi&  (dienth^ 

VtpQn  th^fe  principles^     He  profeflTcdMil* 

i3K*y5  to;  lay  down  his  life,  that  he  ;i»ight 

figij^e  it  up  again  j  John  x.  ay.     If  he  /was 

4ifte4  n;p  from  the  earth,  he  would  dra*r 

s\l  B^eA  after  him. ;  John  xii.  32;   =  A^ad)  he 

jffeprefents  his  death  >but  as  a  leaving  this 

^woi3ld|=;in  order  to  return  to  his  Father's 

', J^ufe. ,,;  An^  he  had  a  ftrong  fbud- 

^.4,atioP  to  build  upon ;   the  knowledge  ike 

,^ad  .of  himfelf,   as  coming  out  framrnlhe 

^xEathpr,'  and  his  Father's  iri?evocabl:e>pr6- 

:)iftifg,and  gr«init  of  the  kingdom.  /«(,  n  '' . 

.  I  i    "^kp'  itr u^  f  Qhriftiain/ = has'  5)roGiffely v  the 

fame  foundations  tOub^uild  hifr  ufiaithi  and 

ij  (;  .  hope 


!hdpcr»ef'  ocd-ii^l  life  upomv^  in  ^9  i^ws  ha 
lias  of  the  perfon  of  Ghrift,  and  the  pro- 
mifeof  th?  Father,  fealed  and  ratified  in 
his  blood.     The  Apoftie*srcafoning  is  un- 
cxocptionably  <  ftrong  :    -  He  thait  fpared 
*'  not  his  own  Son,  but  gave  him  up  un- 
W  ito  the  death  for  us  all,   how   fliail   he 
*-  not  with  him  alfo  freely -give  ^  us   all 
**  things?''     Iii  this  view^ 'tX)  refign  and 
^rire  up  the  life,  and  all  the  Advantages  of 
$ty  which  we  now  enjoy,  is  fo  far  from  be- 
-iitig  a  hardlhip,  that  it  is  the  only  wife 
^fduag  one  can  do.     It  is  but  changing  our 
^holding,   or  rather  a  precarious  trifling 
-poffeflion  in  a  prefent  world,  for  "  an  in- 
''fi  heritance  incorruptible,  undtfiled,  and 
^f* '  which  fadeth  not  away ;"  fuch  as  Adam 
^^oUld  gladly  have  exchanged  his  primi- 
•^tlvc  paradifiacal  ftate  for.     It  is  but  re- 
-iHouncing  Adam,   and  this  pittance  of  life 
>\TehaVe  by  him,   to   hold  of  Chrift,    to 
-bear  his  image,  and  to  Iharc  his  glory, 
.'Ikis  honours,  his  pofTeflions,  even  his  very 
jilhrone.     Rev.  iii.  21.   ''  To  him  that  o- 

^^^ -.vercometh  will  I  grant  to  fit  with  me 

**  in  my  throne,   even  as  I  alfo  overcame, 
,M  and  am  fet  down  with  my  Father  in 

j^'  his  throne."     And, 

V   \  (5)  In 


ed  grievbiisf '«Pfeiftftl»flariid"giWI1^#i 
dam's  \«i7  of  living,  with  all  that  belongs 

world,  as  he  did ;  and"^i?rd^t  i^fttt&gcafi! 
ii^cddtih«^  i«  &Sffh(t^  h&'  d^^TB&tj 
hdiiCkt^'^k^'^dKil'  d«ftfl*(t"'b0'iperffea»l^ 
llftneSiirig'df  a  Whrieaidd  Wi^'AJ^^^ 
hfe  world  ftiM  contiriuci';'^  Mt^fef  ra^kod? 
Mifef«tf -dedd  indeisd  tWte 'fin  f.>h8 ''!««» 
dnidcified  tfae'old  tiK^n^  giv$eif')hin!i>to4:«iM 
tain  death ;  he  ntiakes  it  his  dAilphet^tSikSi 
flwaafefcify-  the:  fleflii  with  tJie  «fil(SSfns 
^ddti!Ris,><iio  inortify  hisi-meadiieiv^^Med^ 
aniijonvdie  fekrth,  and  to  kee{>fu«idfei>"di«ff 
boAj^  where  fiw lodges  ;  he  is'icrttclifiiidneijl 
tbfisivai^ld,  and  die  world 'iioiftielfifiditi* 
h&0*;j.^datidi  'accordingly  he  looks '"tttfeHati* 
t^O'things  w>hich  :are  feeii/^k)id4redtaw<I 
pfwai|c1ratat?thofe  thingstwhiidx[aiie)ifi9& 
ife^^.andi.ape  'eternal.'  >  »ljt'ii4  :iir>naaiterfti# 
npfitndment  tO'hiHij  hbwitlte  wi6iid)^<^ 
wi)di:;irim  •  I  tor  whkt  ifleti^<t&M:':^  -"l^fji 
IMTcAtivtr^^adis  \^  hi^etisrll^gtd^i' 
t«.r(|ll)vbdow|)fiand;  Hlsr' litSP'-^'lM^baiitK' 
Qirltl  iheb©i»dejri  ^jfti?  ft«mkysiv«i3  ifeat^ 
/ns  "  vrhea 


)y,j^nfi(Leredi9iVil>4tn4frftao4»  yrp^SM 
^flti  little  i^Qrovto  aflMr0>iU6i«Q^.  KS^Jwt  Tm 
j|8»^.propofed  tOifliwy,,',.  l.fL  :>,  -u  ,h!io> 
yj^,  Tlxat  the  oolyrWAy  » :cHild.io€,Ar 
^%J^,^^ua.  enter  upon  theClyrinilan'  Hfc^- 
i|(hyfrf*f  ^eyowftiip  of  the  fuffcri»g»(.pf 
Qy^,  and  conformity , unto. HU;dettthi( 
QiAouncing, , and  giving.;  up  for  ev^r,*)  the 
Ufift-he  derires  '£roin  Adam,,  vrkh  alL:di«t 
]l^|ki^JtQiit;<  .  'r.v,-.  ."M,-*- 

<iiW&haAre  already  feen  how  oiv:}  blefledt 
liord'laid-dfownt  the  terms,  of  difcij^loihip!/ 
uniiiottf  which.,  no  man  could  havAuaaiit 
lienefit'by  him,  yiz.  that  they  muil)'>*VAe» 
*i£;ny  themfclvcS)  take  up  their  crd&v/andt 
fji, follow  hio^.*'    We  hare  feen*  likewiifiri 
^MMBir  the  ApolUe  Paul  himfelf  entered  apoii> 
litffjGmftian  -life,  in  a  precife  conformky) 
vr«th>thi&.dlablilhed.  rule,  bcmg  aruG^itd'- 
witif^CShrifi.    A^  this  was  no  iingularitgin 
ip^Jiiifi  j^y.«ad  oth$j» ;  for  "i.^ll  :that.to»r 
•  fcifibi^ft'si  ^m^  flTWcified  the<fleJh,  with  thai 
t{lj»gc(iiqin^;aiifl,; l^jfte ;!*.. miA  "halve  put^ 
fj£9ftji!^,<4Wlin^A^i4xhidjd«^8*r   'IhJft 
flwlw  **  any 


.  ^      '^hfe'  MRi^^T¥i"ii^lrife?      '^'^^ 


I*,-" 


'  any  maiji  be  m  Chrilt,  ne  is  a  new  CTCai* 
^*^;ture:;old  tMngs  are  pdfie'd  a^ay,  4iiHf 
*^'^ail  things  are  become  new!**  i  Cdh  ^ 
17:^   And  is  it  to  be  infegined  thift  feiF 
\^yis;altercd:  firice  ?"  It'has-fkftfdT^^ 
\}itlr4:lie  gofpel  as  it  "comriibnly  dctes  '^iStt 
t&^  law ;  when  men  find  they  canfiot^SOsI^ 
li^'toit,' they  Irry'to   bring   it  dtyW&'lsoi 
tRctn;"-    Sifnce  ChrifHanity  becaine  tktr-^^il^ 
IRionable  religioh  in  the  world,  munbcni 
cTaini  the  name  who  have  nothing  bf  nSai 
thfeig  :    and   that 'their  preteniions  ^mfl^ff 
have   Ibine  colour,   they  perfuacfe  rtfeemM 
l^lves,  or.  perhaps  only  try  to..make.otheii[ 
believe,  that  Ghriftianity  is  no.fudi-thiiw 
as  thefe  high  expreffions  feem>  to  nnpoite:) 
But  however  men  may  amufe  themfeivos^^ 
and  others,  for  a  time,  the  thing  wiU  ftaiid 
juft  as  it  does.  •'         -*■'"■  /.-     il  7.-*j';t 

'•^ut  it  is  not  merely  on  the  ftrcngth^dfi 
words  and  phrafes  that  this  gr«atrt^UtW 
f!and6.  Take  this  away,=  and^tli£^whote 
conftitution  of  graxre,  the  entire  frame  76A 
the  new  creation,  muft  cither  ie  latapcffeT 
ble  arid  ainufement,  or  at  beftcfomojcfeii^ 
altogether  fiiperfluous/  ehaift^hiiiifiri^fcihBarf 
lived-arid  died:^  lia-:^^  .ibri^Tswindk 

"is  the  fame  thing,  for .  a:ipni5M&ffi-^whkfc[ 
--^-' ■  '  a-3t  K  .irjBi]ght 


jODggli):  jbave  been  as  we]I,aniwered  without 
^j^^  .J^jAqrcitsnonaore  neceflary  to  en- 
tc^iHi/Vito  the  jQpiritualand  eternal  world, 
a^  ^-qw^ify  ^  child  of  Adam  for  the 
^j^fJUBfeawi  enjoyments  of  that  life,  than^ 
Unbaver^lir  temper  and  way  .of  thipking 
!lbl9rad,  aod  fonned  into  a  right  tafte  of 
noral. beauty  and  goodnefs,  aa  fome  ar^ 
fk>f£oAto  fpeak ;  the  child  of  Adam  might 
IttTttibeen  an  heir  of  glory,  had  it  not 
bcml&r  the  unhappy  circumftances  in, 
ifrhfch  iii&r  creator  placed  him ;  and  he 
noD^be  £0  ftiU,  if  he  will  only  attend  to 
liie!iiature  of  things,  and  form  himfelf 
ifppnxbo&  rules  .of  virtue  which  are  found«^ 
eA  there.  And  dius  the  gofpel  is  no  more 
1^  i  republication  of  the  law  of  nature 
tty^Chriftj  tiie  great  prophet  and  teacher 
lent  from  God ;  or  at  moft  a  new  law  pu- 
bliihed  by  him,  by  which  every  one  who 
Will, '  may  fecure  to  himfelf  the  pofleffion 
of  eternal  life.  But  the  whole  bufinefs  of 
}As  mediation,  as  reprefented  in  the  Old , 
Teftament  by  facrifices,  and  other  parts 
06*  dke  temple-worfhip,  and  the  whole  of 
luB  headfliip,  as  reprefented  by  the  firft 
flkan^  mufl  go  for  nothing:  th^-e  is  no 
|lact  left  for  them, 
-iy^tt..!!.  Mm  ^  But 
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But  could  We  perceive  whiat  W^deed 
tlie  nature  of  things,  as  they  art!  fixidadll 
eftabliftied  by  the  great  creator ;   what^fife 

'  is,  how  it  is  begun,  preferved,  and  main^ 
tained  j  what  a  prcfent  life  is,  and  What; 
we  are  who  pofTefs  it ;  what  prolpe^ts  add 
hopes  we  can  juftly  form  to  ourfelvcs  r'tf 
we  knew  who  Chrift  i;5,  what  place  arid 
ftation  he  holds  in  the  world,  and  parti- 
cularly in  relation  to  us;  what  thittifc 
is  which  he  has  in  him&lf,  and  cbmfitftf- 
nicates  unto  the  children  of  men'J■'wlt^^ 
other  things  which  ftahd  connected  Witii 
thefe :  every  view,  and  every  tirctiifr* 
ftance,  would  contribute,  in  its  xdeei&i^, 
to  aflure  tis,  that  the  Ufe  we  haye  frcMott^A- 
dam,  and  that  which  is  by  Chrift,  carpfcy 
no  means  ftand  together,  but  muft  Jsbi-» 
tually  weaken,  and  in  the  end  deftroy  ahe 
another.  I  cannot  propofeto  lay  the  whole 
evidence  together  here;  that wou^ require 

11  more  pterfecl  knowledge  of  the  myftttiDcs 
of  God  than  I  can  pretend  toj  ^afadifihq 
little  which  lies  fairly  before  .us ojufpuid 
take  Tkp  too  much  room  :  i  fhall.tljj^tafelK 

•frontent  myfelf  at  prefent  with  ^fnok,  as 
lie-moft  obvidus;    and  more  will  "ocdur 

/V^Ji€R-wc  qqme  of  puirjioie  tt>;diic»m:fti(»i 

' "  :  ^^^  a/  ..    tbQ 
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Jltfcfl.ChriftwMi  life,  as  tlic  Apoftle  defprf bes 
*Lit  in  the  following  part  of  the  verfe.    Aiwi 

^  ,!•  The  analogy  of  nature  prefents  us 
jWith  fomething  more  than  a  prefumption, 
iini  the  .daily  changes  we  obferve  in  the 
}Joweir  degrees  of  life  in  plants  and  ani- 
,^als,  thofc  efpecially  which  we  call  in- 
jf^^,  and  the  feveral  fpfecies  of  flies  which 
^11   eirery  day  under  our  notice. .    The 
,j|jp,pjther-plant,  when  it  has  Ihed  its  feed, 
^■pcrifhes  and  dies  ;   the  feed,  when  it  be- 
.  giris  ^p  root,  perilhes  likewife  ;  and  out  of 
-  jfi$^  ruins  a  new  plant  rifes.     In  that  vicif- 
fitude  the  face  of  the  earth  has  bten  yearly 
ipenewed  jQnce  the  creation.     The  fame  is 
-^e:  cafe* of  animals,  which  fpcnd  them- 
-fidiv^es  :in  the  produdion  of  new  ones  j  and 
^efe^  from  a  very  low  ftate  of  hfe  while 
inc  embryo,  are  entered  into  a  new  ^d 
jqiiite  different  flate  when  they  are  brouglit 
iatQthe  open  air,   and  there  grow  up  to 
perfcfliioii.  i  The  little  unfightly  worm  or 
^ibaggotxrawls  about  for  a  feafon,  until 
-'tikyiDg^^*a3id'perifl^ng  to  that  ki  life, 

^it  comes  but  a  beautiful  fly,  the  wonder 
of  the  .creation.     Throughout  the  whole 
'  t)f  natw*if '  the  ile\y»  form  deftrays  the  oid ; 
•iU  M  m  2  and 


i 


as  T?;?i4^4  Af  °Wf^^.^  oC4>5&4*|irbL€ijfli]^ 

afe  upon.     Our  Lord  itclls^J^isi-Jij^afers^^ftai 
a^^o4j:eaff3ii  %  his  ^J)flaim!^  W  4e^, 
that  ^^'  ,unle;fs  g  ^^gin.qf,  Vi^?t:  ,f^l^  ,;iHfeft 
^*  ,^e.^roui3^d^  .^^  dicj^r ,i^,ft|^<^tji. ^o^^ 
*^j  but  ..dying,  J^ringf  fopth  in|i^  fp^it^f'S 
Jqhiijxii,  24.,    And  the;  iVfi^P^f  21^0' ibjft 
the  fame  image, ,  €;vincp§^^  the  .^^tfSwijUwO' 
t^ere  is  between  the  prefeixt^  iftat^^-.^fixibtW^. 
inan  bodies,  and  what  they  ftnall  be^'^i^t 
refurredipjo.     And  from  thewaytrftfe  ajMs 
mals  entering  upon  a  prei^iit  Xi^9i\  mfcnbfl* 
fpecially,  we  have  the  w:ay  of  entering ijirj 
to  t^  ipiritual  and  eternal  world  4$i]bOft 
bed^  by  being  begotten  and  born  ag^rftf 
a  quite  different  feed  ^  and  therefoir^i  iat^ 
a  proportionally  different ^life  andrboitgis 
*'  That  which  is  born  of  the  fle{jT,<isi  fklh* 
**  and  that/vv:hich  is  boi:p(of  the($pirk^»ift 
^^  fpirit,"  faid  our  Lord,  ii^his  conferred 
with  Nicpdemus  ;    \j^hi(?h  indeed. i^$j^^>ti|^ 
foundation  "of  the  whole  .NewrT^ftaiw^ftfr 
language  on  this  fubjed.    "Th^  f|.e{b,Juflfi 
*^  etK'algamft  the  Spirit,  ^an4  ^l^(-^§pjj:;t.jn 


oontraiy,  that  as  flefh  and  bloti<i'Ca]:kh61F 
infill  ^e  kingdom  of  HeaVeh,-  the'/^^ 
fifUft'bier  ideftrcr^;  and' tii6  Vd^  bodi£^ 
Of'beHlefters  muft  be  iraifed  up  fpirMin^ 
«aesi,' :  • »"  Cor.  xv.  44.  -"  -'  '  -■"  ' '  -  '<  '•  '-'*'" 
w'fi.  Tliis  fuggefts  iiiito  tfe  ahiitJie^'cim.- 
fideratioii,  the  truth  of  whictreyery  liiaii 
aSBiy  feel  in  himfelf,  as  the  Spft'it  of  Glo^ 
£a«  attefted  it,  viz.  That  the 'life  of  CHrilj 
M-berer  perfeded  in  us^  until"  that  WfiicH 
we  hav6  from  Adam  is  entirely  deltroye^^ 
'Wbatuwe  call  daab  completes  the  ruin  oi 
-ftf^rbfdnt  life,  diflblves  all  our  relatipns 
xaA^  cbniledtions  with  a  prefent  world'; 
jmd  <&e  flefh  and  blood  we  received  in  th^' 
eMirCc!'<)f  natural-gener&tioh  ai*e  no'«  mpire*:^ 
aodli^f^-remains  imt  that  duft  o)it'  oi^ 
Miich.  man  was  originally  franie,d.  Anc{ 
k'ifr  not  till- theft  vile  bodies  are'  iiharigW'.' 
zpd: falhkmed-like'  unto ; our  Liifd'^^'Si^ 
lidtirf-  body-  'that  -^e  *ente^  oh  the  peHe<3: 
enjoyaieht-'df^^Ka^  life,  tivhTiU ^i  mfe^. 


i»ia'ir(kiagc?^flurs-.'4^e'^h^ve,A^ 
life4^retit^^V'tffe''lametei^wI^^^ 
'"'''<*  "  diftinguifh 


/• 


^feKilgifiaflH&e  fetreralftages^f  the  riatuifid 
^ind:^  nrhfr ISoi»d  Jefus  is  the  ftanck*d,  tht 
tfe'eiilttffe  of  theliutnan  ftatnurc  iuthe  fpii- 
ritliar  and  eternal  world,  the  perfeil  man{ 
Irtit- there  are  babes  in  Ghrift,  young  men^ 
*aii3  fathers;  i  John  ii.  12*  13^;  weak 
Tsiiid  ftrong ;  and  innumerable  degrees  of 
ItriEJhgth  and  ftature.  But  the  full  perfec- 
tion is  referved'to  anotber  world.  Why  ? 
So  long  as  flefh  continues,  it  will  be  luft- 
ing  againft  the  Spirit. 

Every  man  who  will  be  at  pains  to  ob- 
serve it,   may  find  an  image  of  this  in 
himfelf,  in  'his  very  fi-ame,  and  conftitU>> 
tion.     There  are  two  principles  in  mkn^ 
ks  he  is  compounded  of  body  and  fpirit^ 
Senfe^  and  Reafon ;  and  each  of  thdfe  has 
its  different  objedls ;   very  difierent  indeed 
when    reafon    arrives    at    any    toleraUk 
^ftrehgth.     Thefe  two  divide  the  inaii  fo 
between  them,  and  each  exerts  its  ajjpe^ 
tites  and  cravings  with  fuch  force  and  vi- 
gour, that  they  are  often  iniftaken  for  the 
two  Tery  different  principles,  which  the 
Apoftle  calls  Jlejh  and  fptriiy  the  old 'and 
Hew  man.   It  is  notorious  how  ftnfe'liiaksi 
iiebafes,   and   enflaves    reafon,    and  'thti* 
deftroys  its  force  arid  vigour;  yOn  the  0- 
''^:^'''  ther 


IDiff.  I,    Diflfertation«  oa  Gal-  ii.  ^o.    zjf^ 

thar  ihzndj  as  reafon  recovery  ftreqgidm 
aiid  takes  the  leading  of  the  man^ ;  fenfe  k 
dqfpifed,  and  all  its  cravings  and  fblicica- 
tions  entirely  neglected.  The  man  be- 
comes dead  to  thefe  things*  But  both 
fenfe  and  reafon,  in  our  imperfect  vi?s>i» 
of  things,  very  frequently  unite  ags^inft 
faiths  and  would  be  by  much  too  ftrpixg 
for  it,  were  it  not  powerfully  fvipporte^ 
by  a  fuperior  principle,  "  the  Spirit  pf  life 
**  in  Chrift  Jefus  :"  but  fo  far  as  the  divine 
life  prevails,  and  the  immortal  feed  of  the 
word  of  truth  grows  up  to  its  firength, 
t]^e  w»n,  of  courfe,  becomes  dead  to  both, 
^d  brings  them  under  proper  fubjedlion, 
^d  juft^  fo  far  as  he  comes  to  be  led  by 
xhfi  Spirit,  that  is,  fo  far  as  he  advances  in 
li^e  life  of  Chrift,  fo  far  he  muft  becoij^e 
(|«^  to  the  life  of  Adam, 
,i.  g.  There  is  fomething  very  obfervabk 
iftjtjie  human  conftitution  as  it  no\v.,i5^ 
which  will  go  a  great  way  to  determine 
the  queftion.  So  long  as  any  one  is  perr 
fddlly  pleafed  with  his  fituation,.  he  wijl 
bfiycT;  entertain  a  thought  of  another ;  i^pi;- 
jJier.  will  he  be  prevailed  with  to  a,l;:ex:  ft;, 
\mul  hp  be  convinced  that  there  is  fomo- 
(f^in^^about  it.^^t  n^^  to.'beian^de4, 
it)ji;  Now 


lira  prcftnt  woria;  tt^y?  mftfijc^w^ 
a^  arciirfenfiblf  fonn^    uposuit^  (^F^fg^j 
^liey.are  capaWe  of  .Imp™g.^J^^7+^^i^ 
siiptd  fo  long  as  they  are  pleaftd  ^jtjitfljjf^ 
prefent  enjoyments,  they  want  no  ot^e^K^ 
^GQd.  would. but  let  them  alon^^  i  aml'^hot 
difturb  Jth^ir  enjoyment,  th?y  wQp|0l^.^^fij^. 
^p.i^rther..   They  prefer  heaven  i^ii^e^ij^ 
lieU,  becaufe  they  have  heard  that  thi?^ jl^ 
is^  a  place  of  torment ;   but,  ^9^14  ^^^ 
have  their  wifli,   they  would  prefer. 1^ 
i^orld  to  them  both.  : ,  q  -j^ 

Tliig  is  a  matter  of  experience,  and^iT^b^ 
we  have  inftances  of  before  us  eyeigr^dfj^ 
bddi  in  ourfelves  and  others*    We  c»n^ft 
tmufed  and  pleafed  with  what,,evea^,i^ 
refpedl  of  a  prefent  world,  we  cerminhrj 
know  to  be  the  moft  infignificant  triflejs^r 
while  wc  cannot  be  entertained  for.^fhej^ 
ihorteft  time,  nay  cannot  keep  f rom  yrpj^^ 
fying,  while  we  are  confined  to  hear, 53^ 
nothing  but  God,  and  how  he  intends  rto^ 
diQ)ofe  of  us,  and  the  provifion  hfe  hft$: 
made  for  eternity.     What  can  be  the  )Anr: 
guige  of  this  ?     Can  it  be  any  other  ih%% 
tihis ;  i  that  men  are  naturally  fp  ))leafe4 
\RffKh  thisiprefftiitt^orld^  .dMM^        mojQt|||r 


i>iir.i.  mtakum  mf^.^^o.  ^ 

fiTO^f f^flfis>!i4ilftY!r'  ef^Aal' life  msiVf 

ife'rtr^H|tff;  tittriioM&edv  'atwF  tintetiSAb^ 
^iSlX'^tls;  '^  long  a§  Aien  trdiitinOf 
^tenagers  tcrthe"  crofs  of  Ghrift,  «*  M^ 
VS^  plained  I  it  -is  knpoffibktlieyJtatt 
ft^aV'irlf>  death  ftarids,  by  the  ordinanai 
of  God,  entailed  upon  that  life;  the  btnf^ 
ii^fbk'%j  khd-thati  as  has  been  6bfer- 
▼^j'nfcver  fails  to  bring  die  wretched  fiib* 
jfe^itrdfe  upon  to  titter  perdition.  Hha 
6^^  i3ii  Chtift  Has  -  indeed  opened  a '  W9^ 
BJ^HJsSileh  men  may  be  delivered',  biftt  «>• 
T^^^t  can  only  fave  them,  bytthdiEiio^ 
i^lng-^ 'their 'f>i«efent  Handing:  iQ.^:A|lalb9 
iClSSi'fdlS6nh4ng£&ce:ver  that  lifciwhioh  ift 
.  fiddUSy  f<S.-te«itil8ia>t«iure<i  Uifctil  thi&iei 
d^o^^'itdK  ii^«(^^t^CQuit]tarf/to.;l^^  nha^ 
ijbif  flibuld;live :$^q)d  it  is  the  ■^pidefltpll$^ 
fiMlpCH^  tchatxvpan^:t^er ,  mtorihe  J^^K  ,i^ 
^d| '^'■^tereaid  thc:ii&ni/6feie^^ppe  th^ 
^'^'>{<frh^  laWiftafifldsJokav^ainftftl^ein^ 
^:^'i»  «<^^fMifet^iii3a%i!ba^?<iiiflBiab  cbn^ 
i'#r#?«ft  N  n  not 


hot  take^place  unle&  G«d?i|iidke  hkB£etB4 
4$%v^  aiid  ^ '  afide^'kie  own  cboftitutiDx 
^a  cn&  h  too  gbgring  W'  need  ittny  iUn^s^ 
Oration,  or  indeed  tq  be  capable  xj^^aawjr^^r 
and  aftontihing  :it  is  tp  thidk  hoW  fntfG(a — 
seoid  the  conviAion.     There  is  no-ir^.^i^^ 
ftCGomnting' for  it  but  one;  and  thfit  g»vcf 
a.  farther  evidence  of  the  ncceffity  thdpe^ 
nf  throwing  up  this  accurfed  thing.  ^<ttiii 
tJMS-:  .     .      ■     ;      .  ,  ^x^u^'? 

5-  That  all  Adam*s  children  ire  res^ 
•and'  ill  Jlridoft  pi?oprrety^  m  a  Aattt  6l 
death,  and  pepfedtly  deftitute-  of  fpirf«Hi 
itnd  eternal  life.  This  js,  in  th^  vfti?y  W^ 
Attire  'of  things,  a  neceflWy  Ctfnfeq^emfc  o^ 
•the  forBMr.  Our  ignorance  of  vhtsll  ^ 
4ife,  and  what  is?  death,  decdi^^siis'tiioft 
^iferably.  As  we  know  iao  life  but  -t&k: 
4hadpw  of"  it  which  we  enjoy  in  tiidfe4><>- 
dies,  we  fooliihly  form  our  notiWM  of 
death  by  trhat  puts  an  ebd  ka  that :  and 
^poii  this  foolilh  bottoi».  ftand  many  i'6£- 
our  boafted  demonftrations,  which  have 
t)een  fpedtduily  employ^  to  itifef,  that 
ifyirits  cannot -die  j  the  great  fu{)Ji6rt^-(>f 
ii^fidelity  in  our  times.  A  creatJure'tlfttt 
cannot  periffi  is  an  aftonifliing^parJiddx. 
•We  ate:  well  apoyed* the:3conti?ary  -isL-trne; 
"■'.^'  -.  •'■  '^'  .  that 


octainlyiiiiDuft  n^v^kenever.  the  Mtnigfat^ 
sdUkcorrnpttiiihxirawa  that  powea:  which,  hctd 
twoubiin^^i    -■■.    «  ^.^     r -.  •'■•> 

JB  Hociwwdi  can  be  iuYentcd  more  fexpwfis. 
kkp^thofe  made  nfc  o£  by  the  apo£Uca( 
oe^^preis  the  abfohxte  deadneis  of  manf' 
nniLiki  thetr  pr efent  natuxraki  ftate^  ;in  >c^ 
ttibn  *ID  God,  .'and  fpicitaal ,  and  nnfeefi 
hings.  Had  they  faid  no  more,  than 
l^-i^^  dsie  n^mrdl  man  is  dead  in  trefpaf- 
^  fmiind  &nsj^  fosnething  might  baye 
MolcjpleadGd  for  ^  ixgcarative  i»eaningr: 
rittiftbtn^weare  told  in  plain  tero^  that 
ydbciiwwiiierfirewiTps^  nor  can  know  .  the 
i-  '«bjttg5';&f  ,God,  becaiife  they  are  fpirir 

oitli«lA)^difcerncdr  .ftnd  Yfh«^  ^Uf  i^<*<l 
ii(&r«rihia  iUfciples^  ^'  that  tliey/ceuldid^ 

'*)cJDiCjttog..  without  Iximj"  that  ."  flcih 
\  *ad;WpocV  alj  the  powers  of  the  feati^- 
kl  mani.  could,  not,  dif cover  fo  wmch  .as 
hairrbeiwai^  'ftheChrift,  die  Son  of  t^ 
^fittvihgiSCiodk;-  whenhe  fpeakaof  nien 
;YI^^  jfcyhere  4s  i  ddilkuce  of. . li&  ,iintiJ .  iije 
ie$f>^.iti  what  a  prefumptuous; infitua,- 
i<)ji..ffinfti  it-  be  ior  :mfln.  t^  fay,  :thofe 
hiog&mre  n<t«  fa;/.that  tlioyr h^vc  a.  life 
irtiidy,  .amdj  :nccd .  motiwK^  ftioye  >  but  to 
;fh  N  n  2  have 


/ 


r/^Vkt;tbis  is.  n«t  -ac/tJwag  i^oiJiatrliiSid 
whiqli  needs  eitber  .metaphyficajl^fub^;^ 
or  aay  ftrainediConfflquet^ce?^  to  fi^ppoff  4). 
IjLiS:  what  every  nwtja  icwjieftj.tjhe  e¥id<e«e 
pf  in  his  own  bpff«n,.rfi«i4fr^iehbd» 
flighted,  attention  ,paunx)t:  l^ftt o^^ifeiifcf, 
though  he  had  never  heen^tpld-  iti   ,fojt 
him  but  try  what  ihe^  caij  ijaak?  ( of >-jQj^ 
or  the  fpiritual  unfeen  Wjorldj.-vifh^t  epn- 
ceptipns  he<:an  forni  of  him^-  4nd  ivblkf^ 
can  propofe  from. his  hand)  how  l^\^imt 
live  upon  him,  and.  find  his  ^pleaCw^tifi 
beholding  his  glory ;   thcfe  gire  t^herfo^SH 
dations  pn  lyhich  the  fpiritual' life  ftaa^, 
and  the  nioft  native  arid  nefcejQTary  ,e:&gmS^ 
of  it :   and  where  is  the  man  whdicaitfj&Vj^ 
that  thefe  things  are  natural  to  hjisci  ^f{%s 
they  certainly  would  be,  w?i,s  hq^fly^^ij^ 
of  the  life  whereof  thefe  are.the.na^^i^Ji^dt- 
ings.   Our  philofophers  indeed  hoal^jfl[^^- 
felvcs  much  in  the  advantageoti^^fj^gujgx-* 
ftancfes  they  ftand  in,  with  the  J3ibd,ei jn^ffefju: 
hands^ ;   but  onp  of  th^s  wifeft  of  t|ifip  gf]^-^ 
deceflbrs  found  jiimfelf  quite  0^t^p§^  Jiis 
depth,  whep  he  was  putj  fo  i^yy^^^wh^t  Q^qd 
is.     fevery  t;hin§,abojUft.«a^i^,.,  jchq^.  whq^ei^f 

lu8 


alive  indeed  to  a  prefent  world ;  ^rid^^llS 
iwfiifc'if^flh  "tlieaifeite^B  ,l^'it-fgW€^fvXli^vi' 

•Ail-  tafcate*'  4!«jf>  tfett':f]^*Hfcti^l'-'afe4-  «t*#iM 

^ifadiichat'^fliaabw^'irf-^e'We  poffeft,  by 
♦1(*:i€h  we  arf  f(i  wildly  del  tuied'  ahd  ifiii 
^^fcj,  be  rtndunced,  ^ireh  iij),  and  put  aft 
«feai^t^  b6ft)ce  We  can  live  to  God?  "Btrt, 
'~.ftn&.  ^he  finiffeing  evidence  of  this  is  ftill 
^)]4iiii : -:It  is  the  «bfolute  inconfiftenc}% 
ilSSd  tiirc^  "oppofiti^ri,  there  is  between  the 
■4if6'Wc'derive  from  Adam,  and  thstt  which 
-<*eohave  by  Jefiis  Chrift.-  So  inconfirfent 
ti&l^&theyi  that  tihey  cannot  poffibly  ftand 
ei^gdther^  bivt  as  much  as  oiic  of  tMIn 
«gaiii«i  the  o(th«r^  of  neceffity,  Wes,  iiiitil 
'°Ae  6*i<5  or  the  other  is  entirely  overpowdjr- 
«^%fdideftroyed.  /.-'' 

"-^^^We^have^lready  obferved  inuch  of  this 
■1ffi*4h<J  -fwrmer  hekds  ;  iii  the  cpnllidl  tl^ere 
^ft  'Bitwefcn  -the  two  oppofite  principles  of 
ifi^iarid^fyirit  in  the  children  of  Go4, 
-Shfcil'the  death  of  the  body,  the  laftttfojce 
44  Adaili's  11%*  feb'them-ar  liberty  foV^e- 
'"!Vei^,/*Eld- enfters  them  into  k  ftatd  of  pci^ec- 
^tioipji'^n^  i5ie-  ttiHe '  thiiVrefts  Aipoii '  Ad;un*s 
*il^.       -  life 


Ufe/la  us,  wbieh  is  diredUy!  leippc^eiBrtiid 
blefHng  brought  iithf.  Chmib;  iasidzo;  dift 
fpmtual  deatjr^  m^  Whieh  dkU:  Adamts  dbUl- 
dfjSfi  are  belied  until  they  are  qtuckdxieiil 
byChrift,  :  But  there  are  yet  .ot;her  ci^n 
liumllances^  by  which  the  opp^iGtiQii,  ^f^^j^ 
mConGOxncy  will  appear  yetrmdre:glanu^ 
ly^  mamfefl^  if  indeed ;  any  ^ixi§  eaj^;  1^ 
more  fb.     AndV  -  .  -  '  ri  ii^ni 

?  ( I )  We  may  cJompdre  tbem;-viishr»4jM(. 
to  their  intention  and  d^^n^i  tb^'^fQKendi 
purpofes  refpeftively  they-  wew  defigo^ 
to  anfwen     Aiid  here  we  ne^dTOtiM-flteiisltf 
our  faculties,  by  attempting  to-.ioitei?  fj^ 
uiiapproachablereceiTes  of  the  divnie  W?^^-* 
fels  and  defigns;-    What  he   has  jreyfiialis^ 
is  abundantly  fufficient  for  us,  elpecia^lgc 
as   it,  Hands    fupported   by  plain  ,fit<3% 
^hichiall  uiider^every  body's  .obferyatip^^ 
The  life  we  have  from  Adam  we  are  (V(fA 
was  never  4efigned  to  reach  beyond thoflit* 
raits  of.  a  prefent  world,  nprriitq;,qftaUfjr 
and  fit  ,U3  fof  any  thing  but  whajfe .  ]>fj^/w?^ 
to  the  inhabitants  ^f  it,  and  ^tbFjpeccivjs) 
what  further  light  and  life  thetr^bqfcrlhftli 
fee  propter  t^  impart.-    This.  i&  <iJiiift!!${ jw*^ 
finefs  to  giv^ii  to  ppeni  tci.tis;  ithefrfejpi?et$  *af 
U^e  fipiri£u4l.n^fl4>  «?»yi^J'iWp|l^,^.^^  I? 
].y.^  fumilb 


fili?hi!fi^ti$  ^h  tifd  and  pdtf^r^ibdk^u^ 
fate  ipropes  for  the  in^bitaiilsithwic^;^-- ^  '- ' 
^l{t)  In  the  i&fe,  anii^'way  af'GOiiiriyatitttJ 
4tod  is  djc  folintaln  bf^life  5 'but  Cotomu-^ 
fllcatesTit  in  '^hat  mcfaftwes  ht  fees  pi^ef^^' 
j&«her  ■  ittinseaiately  aH^  -  dlitaiy,  or '  by 
ftSeh'tokeditims  and  conveyances  a§  he  fees 
IJ!^  aAd'pj?oiper.  There  vi^ere  only  t^w*  of 
mankind  received  it  immediatdy,  vi^.  thb 
j^^ad  Jecond  Adams*  The  /ry?  cpnvdyg 
iflL'the  conrfe  of  natural  generation ;  the 
jfew*/,  by  regeneration  and  the  new  birth* 
10WdlBr  one  or  other  of  thefe  heads  we  muft 
ft&nd;  tinder  both  we  camiot ;  becaufe, 

■•.CJ)  O^  *^c  different  and  dire<aiy  oppo?? 
fife^hures  by  which  thefe  different  live& 
ii-ehbld:  the  firft,  by  tlie  original  law; 
tlfclfccohd,  by  the  grant  nnd  conflitution 
jcflP  grace.  And  though  an  apoftle  had  not 
teld  uSi  we  might  have  known,  that  law 
afid  -griace  Are  ■  abfolutely  ihconiplatible. 
T[^fe*»fi>an  that  puts  his  life  upon  the  law, 
j»8j»Waices'  grace,  and  leavi?s  no  room  for 
il^J  '«hki  he  ^ho  chufes  to  live  by  grace, 
iki&ftifees  his  hdlcBng  Jxy  law.  |f  we 
rtwilpafce:  the  fiiA  Adam*4  |;¥4nt,  by  which 
*li  dii&^prtftepityOidld'aiCe,  with  the  grant 

0  ^mc:W^mfiii;^i^  oj^idoix  win  bi? 

7^ 


r 


yet  mbfc  cVrdent.  •  The  fifft'  V^a^^Ufa^tfej^ 
and  only  conditidnal,  fuited'ewiaiyHto'ii* — 
intention;  and  accordingly  otfries'^^fb^^"' 
certain  death.    The  fecond,    EdweVer*^Tt~ 
flood  on  terms  to  be  performed ''by  *^!ffl^* 
tyho  received  them,  juft  as  the  other  3iA^ 
yetf  thefe  terms  being  perfedily fulfilled, 'ike,, 
grant  comes  perfedUy  free  ?ind  tmlinpLited^ , 
jtnd  therefore  fare .  and  irrevocable,  ^xo  all. 
that  are  in  liinx.     And  in  conlequencefpt 

(4)  Their  reipecfl.ive  ways  of  living  ^c 
likewife  abfoluctely  inconfiftent.     Anifhc^  y 
a  .multitude  of  circumftances   migJl^t.  bf|, 
brought  under  this  head,  I  confine  mjjfelj^. 
tQ  two,   viz,  that  ^U  Ad^vm's  qhildren^re 
cut  off  from  God,   and  have  northing  f:^ 
live  on  but  the  creature ;   and  that,  being, 
ftill  under  law,  they  can  deal  with  Gpj^ 
in  no,  other  way.     By  the  firft,   they  fpl^-. 
low  the  footfteps  of  their  firft  father,  fctr- 
ting  up  the  creature,  in  oppofition  tQCod^. 
as  the  fubjedl  of  their  happinefs  ^^i^c^^^ 
joyment :    and  by  the  fecond,   they.ftra- 
obliged  to  deal  with  G0(^in  a  way,  whjbdhfi 
as  matters  ftand,  muft  certainly  iflute^ixt 
death,  and  their  utter  deftrudliomJ     *:^ll 

I  need  fay  nothing  upon  the  firft,*  wilucji 


Biff.  I.    ^f^^iq^s^,ox^Qi^^  ^8y 

isg^fPply;.way^a;i:biid  of  Adam  can  live, 
^jd^^fgivcnd^e  earth  unto  the  children 
o^n^  ;,a,nd there  they  have  their  portion. 
"Qie^jpQ^ies  James  and  John  have  deter- 


*^.  an  J  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the 
*t/ramcr^is  not  in  him;  i  John  ii.  i  c. 
The  Atioftle  Paul  joins  his  teftimony: 
^'^ We  carikal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God ;'^ 
Rom.  viii,  7.  And  in  their  circumftances 
if  11  fitiiply  iinpoffible  it  can  be  otherwift. 
Cfinlr^'feufinefs  is  to  flay  the  enmity;  and 
his  l?feV  In  all  the  exercifcs  and  enjoyments 
oS%;'^f  the  lovA  of  God. 
"^^Htic^^  as  there  is  a' 

(fift:cd^d|5^oGtion  between  law  and  grace, 
tSt^WAycif  living  under  them  muft  be  op-' ' 
pbfiy  ttto/  In' the  one  fear,  in  the  others 
16^1  J[?a' the' leading  and  influencing  prinr 
cTttis.'^''A{hdp*rfeaiove,  we  know,  qafts 
owP^afri  ^''Atod  a?:  fear  has  torment,:  and 
ke^j^s^JChe  poor: man  in  conflant  bondage^ 
ieiAulbftand>in  direft  opjiofitipn  to  tjjat 
frdeddm  ,and  libeijty  which  is  the  peculiar 

jlrivitege  of  fthe  children  of  Qod* 

Bvi%  thflrOiji&,ftiU»fo»B(etl»wg  lyrprfqm 


-ftoo       -The  Christian  LiPe;     )  IltiCf 

i3i4r-way  -(rf  living  ^yllQ.?u:!e^^^l^^ 

law ;   as  it  le^s  them  intq  a  ^ay^dir^filj^ 

fhfeqiififtent  witk  tliat  which  God  ha3ic]»3b-^ 

4en,  and  'with  the  vei:^  dpftgn .  of  il^img; 

•'tip  Chrift  at  4;be  head  pf  d^  new  crjqa|i€a).«' ' 
it  leads  riieri  off  f ifem  that f way  of  rflijadg 
^whiqh  only 'ca4  become  a  (creatuiiciy  xqruch 
•piore  a  finful  and  a-ciiminal^onc^  iSisriz^y^tli^ 
^aee  and  free  favpur  of  the  Creattffr/awl 

^Redeemer;  to  ftand  upon  terms j-yi^^ 

^reat  foVereign  of  heaven  j  to  -recpiiiiiqpqpd 
^emfelves  unto  his  favour  by  djeirfahtt- 
dience ;  and  thus  to  feek  raftificationtas 
\t  w:ere  by  works  of  law,  and  their  prtm 
doings.  '  •     .       .; 

(5)  I  only  add  finother  inftance  of  this 
pppofition,  that  in  a  prefent  life,  and. /by 
the  firft  creation-conftitution^  man  has  al| 
jiis  powers  in  his  own  hand,  and  has  no 
hope  nor  ground  to  expedl  any  further  af- 
^ftance ;   and  yet  he  is  vain  enough  to  i- 

"inagine  himielf  very  well  provided,  while, 
in   truth,  he   is  worfe  provided  for  an- 

^  fweririg  the  great  purpofes  of  life  than  any 

'  dther  being  whatfbever.  In  the  new  crea- 
Hbni  matters  ftand  juft  in  the  revexfej-.The 
pan  in  Chrift  feels  himfeifnpthingj.mer^ 

.  em^inefsj:  ^ and  utterly  incapable,  gi  any 
A   o  v-  thing. 


Diff.  I.     Wffdkaxiom  ?oaiOal;  iiy  20.    ^09^ 

^A&ttg^timt'^  tetH^  teke  in  the  p^fC^ 

^ffiwribn^idte .for --him  hi  Chsrift,     In  hipi 
liidbliferj  tail  liifr^pciwers,  and  ail  thfe  rn^t^ 
gpdaijdf  id's  happifteis,-  foidwdlj  idfeatindead 
fapi^'irbt  the  riSiaiS  that,  lives,-  btitfGKyift 
jbue^  lives  in  him ;  aiid  thh  whole  ex^cife 
dS'^tb  tinift  hini:  fbr.  allj;  to  expeA .  eye^y 
^^iteiigf  fronaf  Himy  iiid  tti-love  him  ^  J^^ 
.%6iildid&  fids  o^n!  Mf e  if  he  had  any  p)th^. 
-i^tAfid  thi^poiMs^out- to  ui^  yet  another 
^oppofit^oabet^^^^     faith dn 6ne fide,  which 
^fe^  thfc  great  ^nd  only  m^an  of  the  Ghriftia^ 
?iifei  '^^  feiife  on  the  othen     I  fay  fenjfe, 
ISm*  tfiat  is  the  fole  principle  upon  which 
the  children  of  Adam  adl,  becaufe  nothing 
*bin' be  brought  under  their  obfervation 
vthit  in  this  way ;   and  all  that  reafon  can 
Mdoi   4  noble  principle  as  it  is,  is  to,  make 
the  beft  bf  what  fenfe  has  difcovered.    It 
^Is  not  in  its  natui'e  to  make  any  new  dif- 
-jcbveries  ;   it  can  only  proceed  on  fuch  dif- 
'  koVeries  as  ibre  prefented  to  it :   and  thus 
it  is  kept  groveling  on  the  furface  of  this 
grofe  jtaaterial  world,   until  faith  copa?^  to 
it9  relief,  and  by  opening  up  fpiritual  and 
:ii&rndl things,  fufnifhe.th:it  with  infinite- 
""ly  morei noble  liiuiRn^^      i        v'       ,r;>r. 
^  ^'  Jipoti:  -the  whole,  ^webisaay  conclude, 
;V  ^^  O  o  2  that 


that  which  the  Apoftle  took,  to  h^inruftfiaJT-  - 
ivith  Chri/i.     Not  only  to  forfake  our  for-^ 
Tj^^  ?f  ^y^  ^d  ^oijrtfes, ,  Qujp.:  oj^jGiQpjaKto^ 
t^9  ]^iys  and  cQQjpf^n^lPEieuts.p^tGod  ;//iii^- 
gifj^^;  ^v^^r,  .^nmg,  ;3«<1  tft  turn  ^o  Gpcfttr 
all  this  mufl  be  done;   but  w^en  all  tjb4#/ 
i^4ffp£^^  fX  wjijl  not  make  one  a  ^Chiiftian.^ 
\$^4?[}iift,  i^f  evpr*  We  are  f\ich|  be  ent^iiod^f 
il^^;Ch,rift,  and  partake  with  him  m  jh^y 
Irfe^,  vfQ  muft ,  be  conformed  untx>i  lufH^ 
axid  bgar  his  image.     But:  this  we  can.f^ofi 
yep  .dp,  without  renounGing  and  givipg. 
upj^ll  inconfiftent  relations  and  depend^i^r^j 
eies  whatfoever.     We  muft  enter  into  life, 
the  fame  way  he  did,  by  dying  to .  a  pipr 
fent  world,   and  all  our  connections  witlij^ 
it/  and  that  can  never  be  done,  but  by^ 
reiiouncing  and  giving  up  with  Adam'ft^ 
lite,   and  his  way  of  living ;  by  acknowr^i 
leiSfging  ourfelves  to  be^  what  we  certainJly; 
are^;  whether  we  acknowledge  it  or  ti;io]t,,. 
nbfhing    without    God,    and    fome^ing;^  •, 
Vorfe  than  nothing,  finners,  and  irapoteptt;  ^ 
rebels. ^'gainfl  his  crown  and  dignity,;  go^^j^ 
fei^ng  that  we  are  abfolutely  at  his  .meflcy>j 
and  that  we  cannot  enjoy  a  momj^nt'f  r^r/i 
prigye  but  by  gface^  pure  fovereigjp.  grace^ .  > 

as 


l)iif.  i.    Diffcftfetions  on  Gaft  H.  io.     ^9^ 
«ri«4fif4ieid^  forth  uiito^us  in  (^rifl^Jettid 

03A^i>?  »DW  let  ns  refledt  a  little  oil  th^ 
<|few  *wc -have  bieeri  taking  of  the  crofs  of 
db^^,  as  the  only  entrance  iAtx)  the  Chri^ 
ftk^  life;  ^  And, 

.nf  J iltf  Appears,  th«  they  ai*e  egregioufly 
liiiftsaLken,  who  count  it  fo  eafy  a  niatteir 
tetfeecome  a  Chriftian  that  it  may  be  donc5 
3p?lim  they*^wilt;   or  that  they  may  cyeii 
ftumble  into  it,  they  know  not  how,   bF 
ifi'^hat  way.     Our  Lord's  words  exprefs^ 
fiSfhething  that  cannot  be  put  in  practice 
without  the  tendered  feelings  :     To  deny 
obes'  felf ;  to  be  flript,  nay,  to  ftrip  one's 
ieif,   at  once,   of  every  thing  we  have  to 
pfeife  or  value  ourfelves  upon,    even  all 
thrf^Jjfeafurbs  and  enjoyments  to  whic'h  yf^^', 
haVe  Keen  accuftomed:  to  break  ofF,aJi\ 
cdmbtTtAty  to   and  connedlion  witli   the 
wft^ia ;  ^  to  renounce  the  neareft,   the  dear- ' 
eili*.%e-^oft:*affeaing  relations,    pofTef-  ' 
fi6K^^,^^i  lif6  itfelf ;  and  to  take  our  ven- 
ttnfe%itli'Girfift,  and  find  our  all  in  him  : 
TdCdb^^te  Abraham  did  on  the  divine  call, 
wKfeh  hi^Wttit  but  from  his  father's  houfe, 
hi6*->t'6&fttSry,   ancl  pofTeffiolis,  to  a  place 
^^  which 


"  weiit  'tnit:  not   knovsing'  vrlMkt''^ 

'^'^eAtr    He  knew  well  i>^clffc4^| 

and'-  fo  <itte^  tlie'ihari  \irh<5  iiitfeiids  td  bk^i 

iSiirMkh  ]  •  ijTlt  tv^hat  is  bcfb!r6'  hirfi  ^^tlH 

ftd-et.     *'  It  dbdi  ridt  yetappfeJte,"  £kit& 

the-Apbftid  Johiii  "  what  we  Ihalt  be^V 

t>xit  as  Abraham  did;  fd  dt>  all  wue  Chfin 

tean^j  they  ftt  out  upon  thtf  cah  Of  Ood) 

knd  are  content  to  truft  diemfdveSfto^Idll 

leading :  "  They  take  Up  the^  ttoft^  .'aiii 

**  follow  him."  .       V{  ,  J.  ;Hi 

Thefe  are  fiicii  hard  feyin^lfe?:/ diiitithe 

men  of  the  wdrld,  the  childrdh  di^V^diAfg 

iiever  have 'been;  and  mdft  s^xfb^lyiQvcr 

wiirbe  afefe^to  bear  them : '  M-  fi^if'^t^ 

fuch  Will  needs  be  called  ChriflSknVi' 'arifi 

^ence  haye  arifeA  almbtt  aU  theerrdr^'itii& 

trofruptibhs^  that  have  beteh  broughi  'iatsd 

thtilfeinity.  -To  keep  themfelves  in  co*^ 

Heiiahc'^;  they  are'forcwT  to  attempt  %Mcd*^ 

lifion  bf  the  tVfrd  bppdfife  interefts,  Gxi&; 

'j(iidtHe'#b'fId;   and  t»  "recdhcite  th*  idW 

C)f '6bd  y rth  tlie  4ove>  of  tlic  world  jf- to 

^'afrrerigion,  the  t^hriftiatt  lift,  arid  M 

hojife''o^'-rtktn\Sirt!ality,  arid"  the  WofM  td 

"'feiiiev'n^dk'tliii  'xild!%itilered^¥tbck  *of  ^ 

~^^m  ■Iif(?,'^and'a(itora'ln6(ftite  the  grace  of 

the 


.f4ule*b€y:firfitfa?4^tp^^  difcovi- 

fa®ei3M|ifg;^fvil^h,  focm  ,tft  attend  Chrift^- 
lily,  by.  modeling  Clu-iil'^.  yoke  to  tUeir 
jiwri  huTOPur^  ^a4  making  jitjlig^itafKl,^ 
^/>n  ancjther.inaniier  thaiji  evjer'be^u* 
jlBoded.it;  tbey  deftroy  itp  bqiutj  ao4 
4bteiigth  at  €|QCC»  and  leave  it  a  coxnni(j)n 
Jlifdefs:  things  in^  nothing  diiierent  froxn 
the  common  produdions  of  human  /cr- 
irlce, ..  V^hich  never  could  anfwer  the  pur- 
naflssAhey  ^erc  defigned  for. 
:5vQm:  lord's  yqke  is  indeed  eafy,  and 
^)]^(^urden  light.  But  what  m^kes  it  fo^ 
ttftj^that;  cvqy  thing  yrhich  the  world  rec- 
3HK^  ihp.  greaceft  hardfhip  of  all,  viz,  En- 
fWfing :  upon  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and 
iiffowiiig  off  at  once  every  thing  that 
jRjgb^  ^  i^  burden,,  or  xnal^e  the  com- 
g]fc^diuent&  qf  ,G.9d  grievpus  to  us.  No- 
;^,lwg{  canjdp  .th^;^D^  overcoming  the 
jgrorl^,  .1  John  v.  4. ;  ^^d  theye  is  no  way 
^  jjvercon^^ng  it,  b^^  by  breaking  our 
^ly^^ipu  jvitlji^,  and  ,  dependence  on  it. 
jpiy  };l;iei<9f9jf8.pf.(^  thofewha  are  made 
}^P5rfpj?iiab^  are.  crucified 

ifh  to. 


i 


110        Thic  Ghrktian  LiEB :  _         .  z;^ 

tothtwOTki,  and  the  world  i&  cmcifiei^^. 
to  them.     From  that  time  none  of.  tlie£»- 
.  things  can  move  them.     The  alluFenugotta: 
and  terrors  of  the  world  equally  lofc  theiF 
force ;    becaufe    the    Ghriftian    certainly 
knows  he  can  neither  be  a  gainer  by  tho 
one,  nor  a  lofer  by  the  other.     Nay,  and. 
when  the  world  has  done  its  worft  againliE 
him,  by  deftroying  not  only  the  prefent 
qomforts  of  life,    but  life  itfclf,    it  then 
doth  him  the  beft  fervice,  by  ridding  Hun 
at  once  of  the  body  of  fin  and  death,  hd 
groaned  fo  much  under.  '   '''^^ 

2.  Here  we  may  fee  the  divine  proceed-? 
ifigs  with  mankind,  in  an  eafy,  agreeabTe|''' 
and  confiftent  light ;  very  different  indiSfeit 
from  the  fanciful  views  of  men ;  but  Inch* 
iskS  gives  the  faireft  and  mbft  interettingf* 
yiews  at  once  of  the  boundlefs  wifdbm 
aud  goodnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father,  aiidf* 
^t  the  fame  time  of  what  is  the  real  ftarij- 
and  condition  of  mankind,  both  Chrifli;-" 
ans  and  others,  in  a  prefent 'world.  ^'       ' 

Much  pains  have  been  taken  to  md^j^ 
the  ways  of  God  appear  equal  to  li'ari.*^" 
Many  fuppofitions  have  been  made  td'clfeajpl 
Jiis  proceedings  from  the  impiititioh  of 
injuftlcc,  or  want  pf  kihdnefs  to  his  crear 


DifT.  I.     Differtations  on  Gal*  ii.  20.     z^ 

tnS^ :   but  had  men   been  contented  to 
tsJ^e  God's  ways  as  they  are,  that  is,  as 
himfelf  has  ordered  a  record  to  be  made 
of  them,    and  forborn  loading  him  with 
vrliat  it  does  not  appear  he  ever  did,   or 
ikfigned  to  do,    they  would  never  have 
oeeded  any  of  their  apologies. 
'.  From  what  we  have  obferved,  it  appears 
iqyr  kind  it  was  to  mankind  in  general, 
x>.put  our  firft  father  into  the  circumftari- 
!es  in  which  he  was  originally  placed  iri- 
>aradife ;   and  no  lefs  fo,  to  fuflPer  him  to 
EaU  into  the  condition  wherein  mankind* 
loyr.  are.      Had   it   been   other  wife,    we 
Iipuid  have  wanted   the  inftrudlive  and 
"enfible  documents  of  the  reality  of  thofe 
jjiritual  and  eternal  things  of  which  thefc 
f)^  the  figures,   and  how  impofliblc  it' 
icas  for  man  to  live  but  by  God  and  hih 
j^^e.  f  Tl\e  groundlefs  fancies  men  havtf 
ij^lprjtained  cif  that  primitive  innocerice,  -  aS 
f  it  was  the  ftate  of  human  perfedlion  j 
Jl^  riie  regret  they  exprefs  upon  the   lofs 
>^^JLt|  ?is  the  ruin  of  mankind;   and  the 
(||^  thj£y;form  of  man's  recovery  by  Jefus 
j^irift^^as  a  fort  of  after-^thought,  to  re- 
rieve  the  error,  or  at  leaft  to  fill  up  the 
napk  made  in  the  BfA  creation,  and  for 
Vol- II,  P  P  which 


pa^bx.  sAA  knigfat  have  ->  dam  a  3  draf^ofi4 
thef dU-*£»unde(L  tguefiiEis  r  &x  \  wtiAt  -ib^rtld 
havaidl^Q  the  .cpiviitiiQQipf;  9i^i^9i^M 
Adam  had  not  fallen,  hme'cfcj^t^.^ll^ 
ifi^cultp;  .ii«li6ereais  nothing  Ciftft^^jitlDre 
ewHiaqtb&omtbe  divine;  recor^k  ,Ji#4 i^ 
fa€l$v'  afl  thejr  ftand  open  tp  ere^iSW^ 
Tie^jithfl«.^ai(  the. whole  para^^g^ftgig 
vf^snfuh  ni9Pe  than  a  very  wif<^  M^^^K^i^tf^ 
tiijairj*!"  J«rhs((«  the  gre^,  creator  4e6g^fdi69 
Inbtherpefm^neiPLt  ft^teof  manJ^o^rS^f^ 
b^ifh«^.rl^QHld  .be -diftingujfte^j&psft^ 
^vofcher<<q^efttBr«&  -  -.    „  v  ?  .d  ^w  ijoio'x 

../'ThafcQod  ^^ignedvthis.fQr  -ibe^^ffmiw 
nint-ftate  of ^  mstokind^  cantj^t  bs^^mtll^ 
Tirh«h*itee  find,  .iimt«hifi,iiln:ifeftif»iltl»«!' 
AitbliAied>j9rd«r^  TimtMheoc^flftyiaddjlie  iifym^ 
imd^V^j^^AtxAMet  m  a  pwfenfe  w,c8«ld4  *b^ 
^laigli^y,>hdgl^r  (edd^^daito  ^iitfil9^iQ>c 
'soAcersfBit^  skiprefust  Msi  iEt.>^a«jthf&ixki^ 
cttmiin^sgbheasiifedoivtt  sf  t^itDna^idifo, 

J(ec^i^^^a£itfie>H«hd/]i^'-ii^  ^niijiittceiy 
'gr^fleeti^ihad'sl^  iirftt)ib^i>n/rhei>eutli(b 

-xfJxxwq  q,q  confenmty 


£tfioi3tiai&  enyxpnentxilcthnai  lifs,  :xii%aat 
ittdift-  fi&'ttor  deaehicanrenterf  end:'  Hn-pdf 
^skfuMi&ing  train  of  cares  and-fbrvows 
t^i^fe  ^tod  them;  ^   i       ai'.f  / 

s^<3*«<fta» of  mankind,  then,  in.  aifrrf? 
fikt  iiif,  is  that  of  candidates  aiMrpsoba* 
^WaftfSi-  if  ybu  pleafe  to  call  themr  foyjfbi' 
a&^  ^eare  ftatfe.  Life  and  immomlity  are 
t*6fa[ght'td  light  in  the  gofpelT;  even  the 
^]if^>etitbn  <>f  gi-ace,  publilhed  frofti  the 
t^Miliing  oJF  the  world,  and  the  firft  eni 
Mftfe^bf  fin  and  death:   and  the i only 
point  we  have  to  determine  upon  -^a' veia^ 
Hfiiai^iitdtts  one  indeed)  is,  whethdrt  we 
^"SPt/is^mt  ourfelves  with  this-life  Wdrdc^ 
■drwifrenn  the  firft  Adam,  and  chofcilto 
iltoikkviivhdhof  the  powers:  and' aibilajbits 
stfd  h^^j-  or  renounce  thefe'^dcc^fk^er, 
M&chii^hqrdife'  they  (belong:;  im>,\:.  .aod^^lkiiw 
i@0iftlitd/=-tiEdae  odii  Jott  )with  :!hiBi;.i:i:iAixd 
«tfaiBi:^cnadmi|g  be  uraer^'  dumfthati^'  iwitfa>- 
itii3^t^npT^ean.jdo{]ai(»diing;!^  hiieJai:£rti«, 

'^tod^iAaci^  ihrotighi^HrifttfirengthQ^ing 
t>M]uadbri  l^ndifitketf^li  aiiide(ia<idei|«Aci^- 

mfi  ,6fx-^i  feasteSo^^^  j^^mmd^ 

XJiaxiQlao'j  P  P  ^  '  punilh- 


3C39     roTht  J€:£^Kta  Tn^^ki^fisliC^    J  HIO 
thMc  obftinatoi  r?bdsic|wiio  :f)T*ai  cfiot^ihxy^ 

iieipewdjent  on^lGocJ^niuadf  as>k  vvndMp4i|^ 
^i^ht  of  hi*ni,  ill  iat  vwajr  that' ibe^hfts<Wcfcdt 
ted)  thfey  fhalt  not  live  in  j  what  fanlt^owfe 
l)b  ^tmd  in  this  ^whole  ?  Theiy» 'ivho  ? wil 
take  Gbd's  vr^j^  -  and  fubmifr/to  his  ^^raf- 
jcktoiTConftitution,  are  abundantly ifproirq- 
id«d '  for ;  and  thofe  who  will  ■  nb^  i  hai^ 
ri^nte  to  blame  but  themfelvcs.  .But^r  uli 
3.  If  it.be  fo,  as  certainly  it  is^  tllatt>dic 
only  way  of  entering  into  Chrift's  Jife^is 
by  his  crofs ;  approving  and  ratifjftng 
Hjrhat  he  did  .  there  in  our  name,  andlje- 
iiouncing.and  giving  up  the  life  we  ijefffie 
ijcoia ,  AdaiB^  with  all  that  belongja  jt(9]it:; 
j^havQ  before  us  one  fure  way  of,  tffV^ 
t^Gjtv]!^  pf  Qux  pretenfions,  andv^f^,{g[l9ft 
jferfpusj  caHjifeconded  wijl}  t)i^  jftronig^ll 
^and  .^oft  Jnt^refting  motives  ,^ Jiat  ^13^^  en- 
.tefrfintq; th,er]keart  of  ,I^aH,  jq  m4kQj,5i^9f 
^^t^widitji?^  fc^Ggafn^fg^.an^.i^j^^ 

.^^^K4k^h.^  iTiatter,ofj^^^>e  gfi^ffe^^f^g- 

^  WS^n£^#ft%^  b$b^»- 


^dnnr§  iiDiia>iiihrafti»evaU 
g^rth0ioafkiie9)fbrjplafad7^befomfhi6^  Vtbat 

-ceivpAi  oBut  wfkaji^ill  notjignoraaateeiftCtd 

ikow; inconfiftent  diis  is  'with  >l!lie(k[yd>i>f 
fQodi  which  the  life  ctf  GhaiftjijOQjlfilrilj^ 
46a4s  to.  K  We  will  no1[^{land  to  eoi^  iato 

particulars^  i which  may  be  eaGkf.  iuppiicd 
^6xMlti  what  we  had  occafionto  obfetvd[>ioba 

this  idciport  of  be'mg^ i crucified  ^wit by  Ghri^^ 
:'ahditlie  pivifimns  /dlowjhip  in  his ,  jEuf- 
cferirigs^  :and  re?»/c>/wiVy  mito  his  death/ lnv 
e^^.  P  only  obferve,  that  dfiere  are  whatJ  thgjr 
^eill  the  loweft  marks  of  gr4ce,  ^wfeicli, 
^cmgh  well  defignedfortfeerdiefttfiWettk 
^diftifcflgd  Chriftiansi  have  been  moftiflil- 
iferably'^nfed  to  the  ruin  of 'miany;  ^^l^itftf- 
^ly  thCTe^toi  be*  nb  grace  but  in  (^airlft^ji^ 
tef  ^hd^unlefe-  "'  Ghrift  ^efes  b^^ti^^k 

Ve^bifei^>iCoft>!tiiii-/.- 
-fcfefffi^afe^fiA&i^/^^'e^^^    ^is^  d^  te£ufe 

'8f^,^m*ffi.^nii^id^i^^i^,  ^iii^o^er^di^, 
*^  tKHF^fa  to  S^^WuWM^  Mth  <lliffif 

-^<5tt)^d^g^^5felKi^4*MfthiFI^ 
'^^'^^^  "  tions;' 


tf)iiKftithdrrhopie&  lO^pan^iaDi  and  ttenai 
life  on  his  facii^icejftttdjfnflfexif^.-Iljatis^ 
righf/foi  fer  as  it  goes;  .\mt  ;i£  .this,'  wp« 
aUy-XShsifliW^ouid  be  made  the  mim^eritf, 
Gmiad^'y  dndiii^crofs,  infteadx>£ bieii^ 
tJtei3efti?i6lion  of  .fin,  would  be  an  endoaif- 
ragdmant  CO' fin  with  hojies  of  .irnpsmi^^ 
w*hxch<is  the  very  odious  imputatioar  wddb 
wfhicb  igiiorant  men  load'  the  do^tnae^i 
grace  J  not  adverting,  that  none  ^anrli^vQ: 
any.  benefit  by  his  facrificej  but  djpjriJi^jjiy 
qat^  into  his  death,  and- not  only  a{^r^^ 
of)  but  join  hioi  in,  what  he  tjjere  4i(y 
re,n9uncing,  and  giving  up^  for  .cv<?r,^i|»i^ 
the  hands  of  jufticCy  that  Aevate^^j&ff^^ 
hfy^  frojppk  Adam,  with  all  th^  CQnni|<S^ipns 
aj^  coi^cerps  of  it ;  ^rmii^.-t^iei^l^g^ 
•*  with,  rf;c/aoi?.  ipaind  which.  Jj^-^^^flJ^, 

ij  .?e^/  'm  r-w.  ■  WM?. ;  .i^wt  j^^^s  ^mmi 

3xi3  «ft^ 
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^ft>jiasQek:^th$arc^a:bi:admitbed ;  and  vriiiere 
flr:k  waatkig,  -^  'mi^<tbe<  jverypofitiv&i' 
diat  tiuic  coi^ditiisa  is^-^vo  be  re(i:«d  *fn- jt* 
fieoaufe  biur  Lefd  •  bas'  faidj  diat  widtouc 
k^nb  ikian  ^j^in  hki  ini  difotpte.    j*      i       '^  '- 
*»  14."  We  have  bei-e  before  'us  the  beft  isBi- 
ifelory  evei  was,  or-ev^r  will  fee,  cbiflpo** 
i^i'f^p  fbch <as  wotildr|>e>C!hiiftHih£Lini^ 
deed;  I 'This  'is  the^  only  > door  vby'^diidt 
^cy ''  can  have  admittance }  '  buc  fochj^.  a 
dbor  as  enters  them  upon  a.  road,  whbnia 
k'vmfistnifg  man,  though  never' fO'  cimdt 
st'jfobl,  cannot  poflibly  err; -  being '  putx 
tttfiier'fhe  Cdnduft  and  -guidance  of^fl^ie- 
♦feo  tnll  be'fure  to  give  a  good  acc<yftiif  Vif 
hiiii  at4a:ft.     It  may  be  'worth  wMK  tb 
fl6p  a  little  to  furv'ey  the-'advaBLt^esaiid^ 
ria-effity-oTft.    -And here,'-':  ■■  -i-rf  ul> 
^n^frfdj,  ie  i^  the  ohlfmj  Bf' ^ffitW' 
<S3e'-d^%it^  ititd  the  t^y  of  Tile!.  ^'Itf 
rttotr^fe'ftiffieient  for  proviitg  tiiJ^'  A^rit' 
is<3i(»'feiiiy  ^f  God  has  a^torifedf  4iid^ 
mdfit  mbf^s  Whirfe  tw'fietermii&e  w6kt 
^f ^^Va^'iereattere  'of  •hfe'^fliai'^TfeKift;^ 
Nf  ^'ari^ft^  left'  t^'bai^^*it!h«»i»l^.^  li^ 
ii>ilh^eaijlyf'v^fi^  %hei«by  '^^' -taiP  ^d?* 
iii€d  Gltfil^,i  ^d^^  ^i»d^f<gi«he^'|)^l^gi^ 

«*  the 
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the  only  way  whereby  wc  can  get  out 
of  oui'  confledlion  with  the  firll  -  Adam,' 
and  that  curfe  which  refts  upon  h»  life: 
that  is  to  fay,  iris  the  only  way  by  widch 
one  can  get  out  from  under  certain  and 
unavoidable  death,  and  be  fure  of  a  hap- 
py refurreAion.     For, 

(2)  If  we  are  planted  into  the  likenefs . 
of  Chrift's  death,  we  fhall  moft  certainly 
be  planted  into  the  likenefs  of  his.  rcfur- 
rc<3ion,  Rom.  vi.  5.     And  did  we  know 
what  that  was,  we  fliould  not  only  facri- 
fice  that  poor  pittance  of  life  that  we  have  , 
from  Adam,   with  all  that  belongs  to  itj 
and  all  that  we  can,  not  to  fay  expeA 
from  it,  but  what  we  can  ppflibly  enjoy 
in  it,  though  we  were  to  be  made  folc 
lords  and  proprietors  of  the  univerfe.    For 
though  we  were  polTeffed  of  our  ifirft  fa- 
ther's paradife,  aijd  perfedlion  there^  all 
t^ef?  are  but  -trifles,  things,  of  licrtiiingi 
whoa  compared  with  the  Chaltiiui^s  pT<>- 
fpeclt:    i"  It  doeg  npt  indeed  appear  as  y^^^^^ 
**^;^liat  w;p"^IK^ll1be;  b^    We.  know^  'mat 
^^  wlien  he  fliair"appearj[  we'fliall  be  ti:^ 
*'^lwm;^7<^^^  f?e  him  as  He  «.'** 

Lij^e^iaj  {^ik<ilwtp  the  exalted  Soli  of 
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^jk^up;  their  qco%  ^and,-,  follow  him,  on 
i^ji^ ;»  piofped'J  AVhat,  a  nothing  is  it 
w^enqijuicei  Whajtanuilipeakableweigl;^^ 
of  glory  is  before  ns  ?    Bur,  ^  .;, 

11(3)  ^^^  encouragement  doth  not  all  lie 
beyond  the  grave,  in  the  world  to  comej. 
by  this  we  become  immediately  anfi  di-, 
re(3tlyv4ifi^p       and  followers  of  .Chrift. 
I^isan,  entisance  into  the  way  that  le^ds. 
to.  l;he,  glory  of  another  world.    It  is  an  r 
ejjO^fnce  intp  him.  who  is  "  the  way,  the 
".truth,  and  the  life."     He  is  the  refur- 
r.ej9t^)n ,*nd  the  life;  and  thefe  it  adually 
ex^ter;  the  man  into«    It  is  the  fellowfhip 
o^..^  fiifierings ;    and  that  makes  the 
fr^f^,  o^ .them  furc.     It  is  not  renouncing^ 
^ifei  l^^t  exchanging  holdings  ;  to  hold  of 
Qi^ftJinAeadpf  .holding  by  Adam  j  and 
C3;^q|h^ging  ^  poor,  wprthlefs^perifhing  life, 
&r  tlii5.bfil,,.t;he  moid  durable,  and  eternal^ 
It;,^;^Ung  with  the  Son  of  God,  and  by 
lum  with  Codhiinielf,  die  fountain  of  all 
\^Q^ ,  jnd  ligKt^"^  and  fulnefs  ;  the.  highcft 
nQA9iu:  a.  creature  can  b^  Capable  of. 

(4)c It  ^.taking  part w^  apbro- 

Wig  aiidL  ratiiYuig,  wnat;  nc  did  m  our 
n3;tx^^^f|nd^beK^^  ifut  ft. 


cc 
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as. matters  ftaad,  we  miift  either  adhere  to 
him,  and  ftand.  by  what  he  did,  or  re- 
nounce and  difclaim  him,  and  all  part  and 
intereft  in  him :  and,  to  fay  nothing.of  the 
madnefs  of  fuch  a  conducEl,  and  the  dan- 
ger that  attends  it,  what  an  ungenerous, 
bafe,  and  ungrateful  thing  is  it,  to  defert 
the  bluffed  Son  of  God  when  he  has  done 
fo  much  for  us !    "  Ye  know  the  grace  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,.  that  though  he 
was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes,  he  became 
poor,    that    we    through    his   poverty 
might  be  rich/'      And  when  he  has 
acSted  fo  infinitely  to  our  advantage,   what 
can  be  faid  for  our  negledl,  but  that  there 
was  a  price  put  into  the  hand  of  fools  ? 

(5)  It  is  arming  ourfelves  with  the  fame 
mind  that  was  in  him.  To  be  of  the 
fame  mind  with  the  eternal  Wifdom  of 
God  is  certainly  no  {inall  honour.  It  is  a 
part,  and  a  very  valuable  one,  of  our  con- 
formity to  him  ;  but  it  is  fuch  a  confor- 
mity unto  him  as  furnifties  complete  ar- 
mour againft  all  the  temptations  and  trials 
we  can  poffibly  liieet  with.  It  gives  the  vic- 
tory over  the  world  at  once,  making  it  a  dead 
tiling  to  us,  by  our  dying  to  it ;  and  that 
kills  at  once^all  worldly  afiedtions  and  lufls 

/  which 
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which  war  againft  the  Spirit.  When  the 
world  was  crucified  to  the  Apoftle,  and  he 
to  the  world,  it  loft  all  its  charms  and 
terrors  at  once,  and  he  went  on  with  the 
fame  eafy  unconccrnedncfs  under  the  lofs 
of  all  things,  as  if  he  had  not  been  in  the 
body.     And, 

(6)  to  mention  no  more.  This  makes 
aH  the  commandments  of  God  eafy  and 
agreeable ;  takes  off  every  weight  which 
hangs  upon  the  foul,  prefTmg  it  down  to 
the  earth,  and  marring  its  heavenly  con- 
vcrfation.  It  raifes  the  Chriftian's  cou- 
rage and  refolution,  by  the  fafety  of  his 
fituation ;  as  knowing  how  much  greater 
He  is  who  is  with  him,  than  all  that  arc 
or  ever  can  be  againft  him.  And  thus  he 
goes  on,  in  the  prophet  Habakkuk's  fpirit : 
*^  Although  the  fig-tree  ftiall  not  bloffom, 
"  neither  fhall  fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the 
^*  labour  of  the  -olives  fhall  fail,  and  the 
**  fields  fhall  yield  no  meat,  the  flock  fhall 
"  he  cut  o£F  from  the  fold,  and  there  fhall 
"be  no  herd  in  the  ftalls  :  yet  I  will  re-^ 
**  joicc  in  the  Lord/*  Nay,  when  "  the 
*^  heavens  are  rolled  together  as  a  fcroll, 
*^  and  the  elements  melt  with  fervent 
^^  heat,  whea  the  earthy  witli  all  the  in- 
Q^q  2  **  habitants 


■  \ 
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**  habitants  of  it,  are  diffolved,.' '  he  can 
(land  upon  thp  ruins,  and  fay,  I  have  loft 
^othing ;  ftill  I  can  **  rejoice  in  the  Lord, 
*^  and  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation,'' 


D  I  S  S  E  R  T  A  T  I  O  N     n. 

Neverthekfs  /  hvt ;  yet  not  /;  but  Cbrifi  U-- 
*uetb  in  me^ 

TT7E  have,  in  the  foregoing  diflerta- 
Vy  tion,  been  confidering  the  way 
which  God  has  appointed,  and  by  which 
the  children  of  Adam  muft  enter  upon  the 
life  of  Chrift,  viz.  their  being  crucified 
nvith  him;  that  is,  renouncing  and  giving 
up,  as  an  accurfed  thing,  the  life  derived 
from  the  earthly  man,  that  the  body 
may  return  to  the  duft,  according  to  the 
rightepiis  fontence  pronounced  upon  our 
firft  father,  whereby  the  prefent  condition 
of  mankind  was  unalterably  fixed  j  which 
fentence  therefore  fliall  one  day  be  execu- 
ted, whether  men  confent  to  it  or  not. 

But  as  conformity  to  Chrift  in  his  death' 
includes,  among  other  things, .  the  fame 
faith  aadhop«  which  he  had;  th^  hope 

Qf 
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of  eternal  life,  whieh  God,  who  cann6t 
lie,  has  promifed  before,  the  world  began : 
io  they  who  are  planted  into  a  conformi- 
ty unto  his  death,  are  at  the  fame  time 
planted  into  a  conformity  unto  his  refiir- 
redlion.  As  they  have  hope  in  their  deaths 
they  are  not  made  alhamcd.  They  have 
not  indeed  the  fame  life  reftored  which 
was  given  up;  that  would  be  but  refto- 
ring  them  to  their  former  unhappy  fitua- 
tion,  and  little  or  nothing  to  their  advan^ 
tage :  but  they  have  a  life,  in  all  the  views 
that  can  be  taken  of  it,  infinitely  better,  by 
which  they  are  entered  into  that  ftate  of 
higheft  perfedlion  in  Chrift  which  God 
defigned  that  order  of  creatures  for. 

There  is  fomething  very  fingular,  but 
fuperlatively  high,  in  the  account  the  A- 
poftle  here  gives  of  it  as  he  foxmd  it  in 
himfelf . 

It  was  the  life  by  ivhich  he  lived;  and 
which  he  was  fo  perfedlly  pleafed  with, 
that  he  counted  all  that  belongs  to  a  pre- 
fent  life,  and  a  jpf  efent  wDrld,  but  lofs'and 
dung  compared  with  it. 

But  at  the  fame  time  it  was  fuch  a  life 
that,  in  proper  fpeech,  he  could  not  call 
it  his  own ;  he  therefore  corre£t$  himfelf: 

Tet 


j[id        The  Christian  Life: 

Tet  not  I.    The  honour  of  it  was  too  high 
for  him  to  afTume. 

And  having  thus  difclaimed  any  pro* 
pcrty  in  this  life,  he  defcribes  it  as  it  real- 
ly is, .  Chrifi  Imeth  in  me. 

And  as  it  is  here  that  the  whole  fecret 
of  the  Chriftian  life  lies ;  if  we  can  but 
get  at  the  proper  meaning  of  the  Apoftle's 
cxpreflion,  — —  How  Chtift  lives  in  the 
CbrifiiaUj^ — ^fo  as  to  be  ailured  of  the 
full  import  and  real  intention  of  it,  we 
fliall  have  a  fair  and  confiflent  view  of  the 
eilential  and  diftinguifhing  nature  of  Chri- 
ftianity;  which  exalts  it  above,  every 
thing  that  hath  ever  pafled  under  the  name 
of  religion,  and  even  above  that  kind  of 
C3iriftianity  which  is  to  be  found  among 
thofe,  who  though  they  acknowledge  the 
New  Teftament  in  general,  yet  will  not 
fubmit  to  the  decifions  and  determinations 
of  it,  unlefs  they  are  modelled  tp  thciv 
own  tafle.  • 

.  1  And  here  we  muft  remember  to  carry 
along;  •  with,  us,  what  we  obferved  in  our 
entrance  on  this  fubjecS,  concerning^  the 
nature  of  life. in^general,  and  the..  fevCTal 
fpecicn  and  kinds  of  it,  according  to  the 
difermt  pftwers  bcftowcd  by  the  creator; 

the 
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the  different  ways  of  living  the  feveral 
ranks  of  creatures  are  made  for,  and  the 
feveral  purpofes  which  they  are  defigned 
to  anfwer,  in  the  appropriated  ftations  af- 
figned  them  throughout  the  univerfe ;  how 
impoflible  it  is  for  them  to  live,  that  is^ 
cither  to  maintain  or  exert  their  refpedlive 
powers,  by  any  other  means,  or  in  any  o- 
ther  manner,  than  that  which  their  crea-* 
tor  has  appointed  them  ;  that  while  they 
are  alive  in  one  way^  they  are  dead  to  all 
the  reft;  and  whenever  they  attempt  to 
fupport  themfelves  in  any  other  way,  and 
negle<5t  what  belongs  to  their  ftation,  and 
the  fuftenance  that  is  proper  to  it,  they 
ftarvc  and  perifli. 

On  this  conftitution  of  things,  and  what 
is  neceffarily  connected  with  it,  depends 
the  variety,  the  harmony,  and  order  of 
the  univerfe;  and  it  needs  no  profound 
learning,  or  philofophical  (kill,  to  make 
it  out.  Thefe  truths  ftand  not  upon  ab- 
ftrufe  metaphyfical  reafbnings,  but  on 
plain  obvious  fadls,  which  fall  under  c- 
vcry  one's  obfervation.  Thus,  in  the 
feveral  kinds  of  terreftrial  animals, .  birds, 
and  fifties;  every  one  can  fee,  that  each 
has    what   we   call  its    proper  element, 

out 
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pMiid'Mfrtdntsvnxcii^lTdMibrf  ffifiotciMMndi 

Uj^'i^ft  hini^stblit  ihjide  thaii  ittoss,;  4ll^a^:} 

It  is  indeed  but  a  ihort  way  our  oM&^^3?q 

y^6ti^f^4qpli^  lter&^i«^«<«ilOth6rtM'*i>Qk£ 

tiie^telVal^ns  hikd  ^^  ^^cidfe  ^  m"" 
a^^i^'&^tftf-'dftelV^tfc^^,  %3fitf^^ 

o^mi^A^^  p6w^^.*5''m  ^aJ'%i4W<a«« 

A^ii?d'^f  M  iaS^^mt^^  di^ 
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lead  to  difierent  ways  of  (libfifting  and 
8ding« 

There  is  a  very  rcmarfcable  divine  con- 
ftitation  concerning  man,  and  the  man-* 
ner  of  his  fubfiftence,  referred  to  by  our 
Saviour,  Matth.  iv.  4.  ♦*  That  man  Ihall 
**  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every 
^*  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth 
•*  of  God."  In  Deuteronomy,  viii.  3.  the 
amftitution  (lands  thus,  **  by  every  outgo* 
••  ing  from  the  mouth  of  Jehovah  :'*  A  mat^ 
ter  of  fuch  moment,  that  we  find  it  given  as 
the  reafbn  of  a  forty  years  continued  mi- 
racle; feeding  the  Ifraelites  with  manna 
in  the  wildemefs,  that  they  might  know 
this  truth ;  and  know  it  fo  as  to  be  tho- 
roi^hly  confirmed  in  it  by  their  own  ex- 
perience. 

But  what  occafion^  may  one  iay^  for  iuch 
a  prtrfufiouofmirai^leis  m  fo  plfim  a  f^  2 
£u> though  bmM.  is,  the  prdii^ry  ^f^T^-. 
of;p^api^^ie|  5^  who  i«  tlwiefp  j^on, 
rapt  ^  JMt,^tp  ksfpw^  th^t  .tl^^,  ^igh^ 

creatoBC^^  C?^^  ^^^  ^^^^ff^^v^^^^^: 
it,  an4i JLft^eJg^jjyith  whfi?fy?r  h?  p^f^,  tjj 

f.|fpL,  11.  R  r  one 
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8i4    .  ''Trhe*dHRK«Ai«r^XiSp*^^    II  mu 

6ii6  IS  itdticed  to  waiS«  bread/    But* hSw- 
c^rfthat  isf,  there  was  evidendy  a  imank 
Higher-  intention  in  giving  th^e'^inanna) 
and  lifcewife  the  water  from  the  rode,  tthan 
inerely  to  bring  men  to  live  in  a^  dulSfbl 
dependence  on  Gk>d  for  the  fubfiftance'^'of 
a-  prefent  life.    It  leads  ns  na&SBfeflyi  to 
idbhik  of  another  way  of  livikg,  ^landl  hi 
eonrfe  another  way  of^  fiibiifting/in  ikStit 
than  tiiat  which  the  children :  ,c^«  Adan . 
have  naturally  by  ordinary  food^.:  ;  JtriTiras^ 
as  almofl:  every  thing  about  that  people 
was,  a  figure,  an  image,  or  fenfible  yepre? 
fentation,  of  that  life,  and  way  of  liyin^, 
which  God  had  fet  up  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world  in  the  feed  of  the  woman; 
and  which,  befides  all  the  particular  reve^ 
lations  of  it,  he  renewed  to  Abraham,  the 
father  of  that  people,  for  him  and  his  feed. 
This  intention  of  the  manna,   the  bread 
from  heaven,   our  Lord  opens  :at  /large, 
John  vi, ;   and  thence  the  Apoftle,    i  Gqt. 
X.  3.  4.  calls  it  the  Jpiritml  meaty  and,  the 
waters »  from  the  rpek  the  Jpirituaidfink} 
referring  diredtiy  to  Chrift,  the  great  or- 
dinance  of  God^    for    the.  fupport.aad 
mamtenange  of  the  fpiritual  and  eternal 

V  :  .\      This 


ibppdrted  by  all  the  views  we  have  gbfcu 
jUHTiiof  Chcift  either  in  the  OldTcQam^ 
ordn  the  Ncw^i  and  the  many  ifaroDg  ex«- 
Inrdlidns  there  made  ufe  oE,  (fuch  as^  'f  q^ 
loliving  by  him ;"  his  being"  the  refujTfpr 
«^^tioIiand  the  life;''  not  only, as  the  author 
0f  U£s  to  his  people,  but  as  their  life  itfelf)^ 
tiiat  it  i$  not  qiieftioned  by  any  who  r  fe 
WM€h  as  pretend  to  be  Chriftians,  that  he 
isreertainly  "  the  author  of  eternal  falvia'^ 
^^Mtion  taall  them  that  obey  him*"  But 
as  nhe  fubjedl  is  fo  noble  in  itfelf,  and 
ibch  as  we  are  all  nearly  interefled  in,  it 
Ul  becsomes  us  to  pafs  it  over  with  a  gene^ 
wl  or  iuperficial  view,  when  we  are  fiir- 
Aiihed  fo  plentifully  with  materials  <to  lead 
yk  further :  nor  can  we  ever  fatisfy  our- 
iHves,  tmtil  we  fefe  how  fitly  thefe  expref* 
^ns  are  ufed,  and  particularly  this  which 
\we' have  before  US)  that  it  is  not  fo  pro- 
perly the-^an  who  lives ^  as  it  is  Chrifi 
'that  iwethin  him.  « 

^i^'Heire  iwe  have  three  diftind  propofi- 
tioils;^whkh  mud  all  be  kept  in  view,  in 
^orderito  make  out  the  full  meaning, of  tthe 
Apoftle'a.wdrdaa-rj^  ^       :•  k  ,  ■. 

I.  That  Chrift  lives*  /.<. 

i  "  R  r  2  2.  That 


si4  ,ot\»  .Qm^-Kuaii^stSia  .n.nia 

^xfeifO— ^ — .babiiuol:  ei  i3i^  laJ  snivib  Jfirfj 

der  an<p,.ffpn^«|>«3M£^sgaftifrefift^£silig^ 
to  thofe  of  the  Apoftle,  John  vi.  57.  **  As 
Vl^hfi  >  IWmS:,  li^tfeftR  l^^ifenfeiHMp  aid  I 
*v  s Jw^.;by  the  B*thflir»>  forfhciadflCt  eatdoh 
"  {me,  ^^y^n  hjaifttftJfeUiija)  fejIjiao-'Shotr- 
>>\^cb;  words  fJamlyliittpQitijBbnr/o'i  a/fa 
4,  IPiat  iQMft,  ientasitbi^tbytfaasfiAthcr, 
;  l^tes>|>y  hiflpj.-:  fif<x:;i  ban^ibb 

:;;  ^ThfttChrift  ifi!iMM*eii;?ftthc  Chsift^ij3p»s 
,  1&)pdM  tq  t]b^  b©4y,.rrfr**-j(^d,rtir  !3jsq  arfj 
i  ..T^i^ct^cGhriftbn  Jisresrjby  Chnfi&Dthiis 
i^,  him*  ,4s  Me4Qfl3  byiBheTl^tibfcri^v'd  ban 

,>5figbiy  j^^ ;,  Jkchm  mpkn,  iw^a^od, 

^jlJ^^Qi^taiftM  U^»;  Jay  *fe©^rm^^i»fltit'of 
fJ^s-€hfift»lLthat  itis  byl:l»fe  6^iQ^Hkgf(be- 

.  jlu%jjflitif4?i<<i>  Q«>i4:;««itj  ORfe  fide,  ,4adito 
,  jfi^e^ljicjon  ^^i©lhsr,?rtbatelfe^H4fe,*fi%kiiis 
:  rfi^vfg^^bi^ftj  jandj^ife^iasaJBfcdl  ittTitbem, 
-^icfffj^flyrjp  tl«rtbW  m»^  vriiiffb  ffi»ine 

call 


j^rj.iT' 


o£  confonnity  unto  whatt^tbfy-H^^^ 

that  divinte  temper  is  founded.— —ft'^lff 
•he  aoTOKch  ^WKile^iii  ^oiaif^sr^t^  wbher 

ih  *'  -T?  .fv  nrio[  ,Ai\oq/\  jil)  lo  3lor.b  ol 

I  bii>  CnnitiTS\i4i6i  and'^eii^;^^  ty-*Fa- 

liiwcd  yniBre(ihttlfoundaitibit»4ilid'JgFiMind- 

•^vrofk'.ofi'  th^  Ghriftiai^^iiiibla&d,  ^ jUft  as 

the  fouiidatidn>9£^he  imtural  lif(r  #£U^<li(d 

.iarii^^laak>;{aU:<dut~w»)  otediTairf'ibt  the 

defigned  propagation  of  eitbef,'  iirks-^Uld 

scadfiia  ibblrlr^iai-re  headfi'.*-  fitftii  Were 

^e  pattem,)-'tfc*-ftandard  TJpert  Avfciidfr^ll 

idacdtdutg  genierations  wetie>c<y  6b^l^ed ; 

and  byttfc»i)i'dti^on  made'ii  tke]efir,^''^^eifti- 

~«qpw»it^k«fe-&r  thc^;&hv<?fijtt<:e''4f  life 

,i)«^^^<ly^^li»^Kn  that  tikiyiiimd.'^¥tin 

"l<eirtft»^xiiarn^s^i  .4efigtacd'^«i^^i^'<^eriJal 

-3«b^0£ll«4lb  d<^ib(I  ^Ahd'eeiild^'tTS-^liaJ^a- 

-d^ilMMl  tfiaH^fiEi#i«7(fhd(ti^  ths(r>  UVi'  ih'the 

ofibni,  raibd  thiP  pf%^i!fi0»l  «h(^i^'tttfade',^'^e 

^nadd  iitiiiv  piiAti  ^tffadDft^  ^va«e«^|r^it, 
■  •>■'  much 
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mwdh*  morels  -builctcMicliificnQO  tipbir  It^ 
xny  further 'than  God  has  be^  pleafodi  m 
manifeft  and  reveal  it  to  nsj*  Bati'A^ifai 
as'hb  has^  we  ihoi:dd'be  both  irery  lakkgnmi* 
fill  to  him,  and  injurious  to..€«n&lv€BjciB 
we<^dnot  make  it  our  bnfineft^ttf  m&i 
prove  it  to  the  beft^advantage  ::  and  as  om< 
Lord  holds  it  forth  to  ns  as  tbe^  patfeernt 
upon  which  the  CSiriftiaa  life  is  focmedy 
and  at  the  fame  time  as  the  beft  .aflbiranoe. 
we  can  have  of  the  truth  and  certainty^ioC 
it,  we  ihall  be  much  to  blame,  if^  throtigh 
our  negligence,-  we  fall  fhart  xif  the :  in^* 
tention  of  this  kind  intimation.  *      • 

There  is,  without  all  doubt,  a  mj&cap 
in  the  perfonal  life  of  Jefus  CSuift,  as  theni 
is  in  his  union  with  the  Father ;  fuch  as 
it  is  impoflible  for  human  apprehenfion  ta 
penetrate,  any  more  than  to  "  find  out  thfi 
•*  Almighty  to  perfe^on."  When  we  fpcak 
of  the  life  of  Jefus,  we  fpeak  of  ^a  mautaf^ 
fumed  into,  not  only  the  neareft  relattoa 
to,  but  likewife  the  moft  intimate  union 
and  connedlion  with  the  eternal  God«  It 
is  by  much  too  low  to  conceive  of  hiDBi  as* 
a  man  who  hath  God  dwelling  or  abiding 
in  him ;  though  even  that  carriies  ibrae-: 
thing  in  it  inconceivably  high  j  as,  on  th^ 

other 


QtbeiKhfmcVi^^I  abfoni  and  .condradidloirf 

t0  iindgib^  Qod  and  hmu^  toiibe  &>  ^mixed 
together  tftk  his  perfon,  and  transformed 
mocYtaU^  'into  i  one  another^  that  there 
fliould  remain' no  diflinAion.  But  yet  the 
maosL  has  no  feparate  beiug  or  fubfiftencci 
but  in  bnion  with  the  Deity ;  and  there- 
jfore  no  feparate  life, .  or  any  powers  and 
aftings  of  ic.  When  he  was  in  the  worlds 
and  nothing  but  the  man  appeared  to  vul*- 
gar  eyes,  yet  he  faid  pofitively, "  that  he  and 
•^i.the  Father  were  one  ;'*  "  that  he  did  no- 
"ithiag  of  himfelf ;"  nay,  **  that  he  did 
^*  whatever  the  Father  did:  "and  even  when 
he  itemed  to  be  forfaken,  and  in  certain  ca- 
fes, particularly  ill  his  temptations  in  the 
wildemefs,  and  his  fuflPerings  upon  the 

,  crofs,  was  iri  ^fbmefenfe  really  fqrfak^n, 
aftd  left  to  himfelf ;,  yet  Was  not  the  union 
then  diflblved;  he  ftill  lived  by  the  Fa- 
ther,  even  when  he'  laid  down  the  p^ifh^ 
i»glife  he  took  up*  from  Adam ;  And;  ivv^ 
may  fay,  be  "never' lived  fo-properiy  as 
when  he  was  parting,  and  efpecially  aftdc* 
he  had  partediwiih  it.  And  thence  it  is 
we  find,  di4tth^:<3iiiftkn*^*biif6rmityto 

^  ehril^  is  il6tftatfed  upon^v^Bkt  He'was  ih 

tiii^^qrldj  birttipon  h^'dei'th,'indre^ 

'■■ '        .  furredtion 


.  iupre^Qiii  rfnotn  'the- dead^  ffiL iil.  tb.; 
jCoL  iii^  3. 4,  ;^'Rat)QL  vu  5.  et  ^fiff. ; '  i^dhn 
iiu  2; ;  and  every  .^Hbcre  we  find  thtif  fdSU 
jediietbeforctts  in  this  liglit.       <^''     '** 
Thiis»  then,  the  cafe  ftands  :  In  Gwl^is 
jthe  fountain  of  life ;  and  it  is  his>  diikbi»- 
guiihing  property  to  have  Mfe  in  hmiklf^ 
which  can  be-  communicated  to ,  nor  liieHl 
creature.     But  he  can  commuAicatr/lifBi 
as  lie  does  being,  out  of  the  all-fuffickv^ 
of  his  own  falnefs;  that  is,  vit^^rj^xngfer^ 
and  aftivity,  in  fuch  various  and:  dii9^ 
eitt  degrees  as  he  fees  fit;  by  lending ibiofc 
his  Spirit,  who  worketh  in  every  c»0:.|^ 
ceding  as  he  wiUeth.     Thus  we  fijid>ti]il 
divine  power  exerted  and  put  forth  oft)  efc 
very  occafion ;  which  we  will  not  iUod^i 
particularly  to  inftance.  And  the  nearer  ai^.:i 
creature  is  brought  to  God,  the  fountain  ^ofii 
life,  the  more  nearly  doth  that  creatiu:^  parnii 
take  of  his  Spirit,  and  coniequently  Of  rtiUcif 
the  powers  of  life :  and  perhaps  it  wiU;be>: 
found,  that  life,  and  all  the  powet^txT  ft^.ii 
are  more  properly  the  agency  of  the  diapinii  ' 
Spirit  than  of  the  man  himielf.    BiiM>thiiEi 
muft  not  be  extended  to  dcadnv^ks^^:<BA:m&  ' 
find  them  caUed  by  hinxwl)Qgiv^s^04>t]k^  *^ 
a  wrong  i>ame;thefe  proceed  i^^     thewiM^ 


par.  II..  ^i^miaamxeuJlRai^t.  20.  '^^i 
i  !A  life  ii»»t  A»«WwtMfae  iito-V'^^^B!^- 

the  Apoftle  BjJ;?^  4i«k)idc<-c(raf^e  aii^ie* 
IblbtfSbn)  w«i]6fid  ati^i^y^'ac^Hbuteci'to  tl»e 

l^eiofbtlft  te$^i^%6%elllWr^li^n£^ 
iAi(ur'^Ki£lHti4l»!fe  ^-^  Mkk&  and  l^o- 

i50Btti?miA-iifi;->^i-' ''"  ^^''.  <•''";''■''  ■""'  .  ''^ 

eTABO^e^^fkragfr'tli^^n,  yf  rather  tbe.^^^ 
ndaifebfimTS|^W%^;pfeffoa  tit-'leiusj'pf. 
tiwASi  -wWH  iflife  rHS^^;*is''al]ibgetti^t  of  a,' 


thpi*»Tfi9«  m^M^  a- '«v'iy'as"iipecuUr 


T-  BBEirancL  given'ttrtnt  son  to  nave  ute  m  ;^ 
.    I&OL.XI,  S  f  poffeffion 


;i 
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poffeffion  and  exercife  of  the  divine'  life^ 
with  all  the  powers  belonging  to  it^  and 
both  in  fiich  an  appropriated  maimer^  in 
himfelf,  as  leaves  no  charadleriftic  to  dif- 
tingui(h  the  life  of  the  Father  from  that  of 
the  Son,  except  that  it  fa  given  hiin  of  the 
Father,  and  he  lives  by  him.  And  here  it 
mnft  be  remembered,  that  it  is  the  man 
Jefiis  who  fpeaks ;'  that  wc^inay  not  be  in- 
duced to  confine  this  fo  high  a  privilege 
to  the  divine  nature  in  Ms  perfon  j  nor, 
which  is  worfe,  degrade  the  Deity  ih  1^ 
to  an  inferior  arid  dependent  ftation.  In 
.  a  fuitablenefs  unto  this,  we  find  it  decla- 
red, "^^^  that  in  him  dwells  all  the  fcklnefs 
**  of  the  Godhead  bodily  j'^  infomuch 
that  the  Spirit  is  not  given  unto  hxm  by 
meafure ;  and  the  Father,'in  his^  teve^  has 
given  all  things  into  his  hand,  John  iii, 
34.  35.;  infomiich  that  we  find  this 
fame  Spirit  fo  perfedlly  in  him;  an^  fo 
much  at  his  difpofaj,  that  he  takes  a-de- 
fignation  from  the  Son  as  well  as  fixim  the 
Father ;  and  is  ferit  by  him,  with' all  his 
gifts  and  graces,  where  he  pleafes;  Thusi 
he  promifed  to  his  difciples ;  ahd  hep^r-* 
formed  his  promife  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
coft^  ia  fuch'a  fenfible  manner,  as  left  no 

room 
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room  to  doubt,  **  that  the  fame  Jrfus  who 
"  was  crucified,  was  m^de  both  Lord  and 
^*r  Chrift."     Thus,  then,  the  Son  of  God 
liycs  the  very  life  of  the  Father,     But, 
'  *       ■ 

^rj^l.  This  living  Chrift  is  in  theChriftian  j 
tjiat .  is,  abides  and  dwells  in  him.  This 
iftfit  point  the  Spirit  of  God  has  very  much 
(laboured  to  imprefs  the  hearts  of  men 
irith ;  and  it  is  a  point  of  infidite  moment 
IQ.  them.  **  Search  your  own  felves," 
!k|!s  the  Apoftle,  2  Cor.  xiii.  5. :  *'  know 
?  ye  not  your  own  felves,  that  Jefus 
i^i  Clirift  is  in  you,  unlefs  ye  be  repro- 
!^  bates  ?"  Our  Lord  began  to  inculcate 
Jiia  the  days  of  his  flefh,  and  inftrudled 
i^apoftles  and  difciples  to  infill  upon  it 
lA  t;lve  only  thing  that  could  make  one  a 
[Sii^ftian.  They  did  fo;  and  have  made 
tiViati  in  Chrift  the  defcription  of  fuQh  an 
vcm.  ,  And  he  and  they  have  left  nothing 
ai^t^  thaf;  cpuld  contribute  any  thing  to 
|C)a4,.  W*  into  proper  apprehenfions  of  the 
|ipaf;nef$  and  intimacy  of  that  union  which 
fiiiqKprqflfed  by  it :  from  the  relation  and 
W^onJ  whifh  fubfifts  between  Adam  and 
lirip^  feed,  be.tween  the  vine  or  olive  and 
hfi^ branches,  .between  hufband  and  wife, 
S  f  2  the 
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t\i6 '  heiAi  aoicl  theiisteitibera,  tkd^i&md  kmi 
the  ^bodyl}  wid  when  thefb  ^w^Ul  kxctt  ah- 
fwer,  it  is  carried  iafiiiitely  above  all;  i6 
thatuiiion  which  iubfifta. between  the  Far- 
ther and  the  Son ;  which  makes  thofe  who 
are  joined  to  him  not  only  one  body,  ilk 
whatever  fenfe  that  is  taken,  but  oae  fpi^^^ 
lit ;  and  that  carries  it  greatly  higher 
than  it  is  poffible  in  our  prefent  ftate  te 
apprehend. '  Thus  the  apoftles  knew  what 
they  faid,.  when  they  told  the  men  in 
Ghrift,  that  their  "  life  was  hid,''  oM 
"  that  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  t^ef 
"  ftiall  be;*  vl 

This  account  of  the  union  between  Chrift 
arid  Chriftians  is  near  •of  kin  to  that  wfaidl 
he  gives  of  himfelf,  and  which  the  Apd* 
ftle  took  up  from. him,  viz.  That  h6  is 
their  life  :  "I  am  the  refurredlioni  and 
''  the  life,"  John  xi.  25."  and  '^wfacA 
**  Chrift  who  is  our  life  fhall  appeat^*^ 
Col.  iii.  4-  That  onenefs  with  the^atkcr; 
and  fulnefs  of  Spirit  and  life  to ' whidr  «te 
manjefus  w^s  exalted,  promifedi -^modi 
to  thofe  who  iland  related  to  him,  ;:a^(^)iM* 
takers  with  him. in  the  fame-  fei^aman.iorf^ 
ture.  It  gives  the ,  profpe<9:  ^  of:  ?  .aaolflier 
fort  pf .  a  ^jbead  than  they  h^^^ii^-^AjJiif^ 

and 
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and  toothei^Y  fort '(xfrtlife^({^ 
wkichrheicmiT6y6d  tothviiijiCHr  (bdt'ii^hurh 
^  foarfoitod.  And  as  ho  w^  at  the  fame 
tiAeidxe  pattern  ofikukxian  perfedlion^ 
tirfaofe  ini&ge  all  hi&  are  to  beafy  it  lays  a 
Aire  fouddation  for  themoft  eixaltcd  hope ; 
asjin  lunt^e  fee^how  near  a  man  maiy  be 
bccH^gfht  to  God,  efpeciaily  when  we  know^ 
as  we  have  it  at;  large  declared  to  us,  that 
the  only  defign  of  placing  him  in  that  fta- 
fibon^  and  enduing  him  in  fo  ample  a 
Bjftnner ,  was  to  fet  up  a  proper  medium, 
91}  WL^an,  by  whom  an  union,  and  an- 
iwerable  communion,  between  God  and 
Ihankind,  might  be  eftablilhed,  and  main- 
Hained  inviolably,  without  any*  danger  ei- 
ther of  interruption  or  difTolution. 
vt  It  was  in  this  view  we  confidered 
him  above,  as  the  great  Mediator  between 
God.  and  man,  performing  the  terms  of 
fe^ernal  life  for  them,  and  in  their  natae 
rcdiiviligali  the  fujnefs  of  it,  to  be  coln- 
niunicated  and  conveyed  to  them  in  the 
l^roper  dme  and  way.  As  then  the  living 
Father  fent  him,  and  he  lives  by  die'  Fa- 
ther, ift'that  perfea  oneiicfs  with  him, 
and  communion  with  him,  in  the  faihe 
Spirftiandf  Itfe^  fi>  it  'is  neefcffary  that  he 
^   *  unite 
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unite  himfctf  JtQtl^Bmi  iaj^odort*^ 
them  fharers  in  the  fam^-  Spirit  «^;jS|? 
which  dwelleth  in  hkn  without  m«ai^(() 
iiiat  is,   as  hiiiifel£dcfcribesity^th€^jati*r 
in  him,. and  he  in  them ;  and  agai^if^  th^ 
in  him,  and  he  in  the  Father^  Johaai{v|{> 
•And  thus  they  come  to  be,  through  hutf, 
united   to   God;'  the  great  fonntiiSKk  iii 
life,  and  to  live  upon  Grod  by  him.     >cf^b 
There  is  fame  variety  in  the  ex{)refli609 
made  ufe  of  by^the  Spirit  of'  Ood'  to  dfe^ 
jprefs  this  communication  of  th^  ifpmlDuil 
and  eternal  life,  which  is  the*  ixi^n^Q^iaje 
confequence  of  the  Chriftian's  uni^Q  Mg^ 
Ghrift.     Sometimes  they  are  faid  rtp^^  l|¥f 
through  him,  fometimes  by  hittiji  j[^«r 
times  again,  to  live  upon  him,  as  their 
proper  nourilhment  and  fupport,  anfi  vi^ 
ry  often  as  their  life  itfelf ;  apd  fometimes 
again,  as  Chrift  is  faid  to  Ixe  in  them,  So 
alfo  to  live  in  them,   as  the  Apoftle  here 
defcribes  the  life  which  he  lived.rf-Hh- And 
this  is  the  .;      .  . 

III.  Third  thing  we  took  notice  of  iij  j;bi? 
defcription  :  This  living  Chrift  npt  ctfiiy 
is,  or  abides,  in  all  real  Chariftians,  but  al- 
fo Iwes  m  them  J  which  latas  l^en  yeiy 

differently 
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dffife^eritly  •  under ftoodi  according  t6  the 
different  apprehenfions  men  have  had  of 
their  union  with  him,  which  is  indeed  the 
ground  and  foundation  of  this«  And  as 
there  have  been,  and  ftill  are,  a  multitude 
of  men,  who  will  needs  be  called  Chri- 
fdans,  who  yet  feem  defirous  to  be  as.  litn 
tie  obliged  to  Chrift,  and  to  have  as  little 
dependence  on  him,  as  poffible,  both  t^ 
one  and  the  other  have  been  in  efiedl  ex- 
plained away.  I  will  not  (land  to  follow 
groundlefs  imaginations ;  but  gather  up^ 
aft  near  as  1  can,  the  mind  of  Chrift  him^* 
<felf,  as  he  has  revealed  it  unto,  us,  in  the 
Jrfccord  he  has  given  us  by  his  Spirit ;  and 
which  will  be  found  agreeable  to  the  expe- 
jiitice '  and  inward  fenfe  of  all  fuch  ai^  Are 
Chriftians  indeed,  and  may  approve  itfelf 
to  the  cOnfciences  of  all  fhch  as  are  wit- 
ling  to  fubmit  themifelves  to  God.  Aixl 
here, 

'"  I.  It  is  to  be  adverted  to,  that  the  matt, 
the  child  of  Adam,  cannot  live  of  hirtv- 
felf}  and  therefore  it  cannot  properly  be 
ikid,  that  hi  It^es  ^at  alU^  Something  of 
this  is  trlie  of  evdry  Creature,  who,  having 
no  tnore  but  a  borrowed  ^bring,  cannot 
Uvebut^>y'b«rroW€ii^fupport?,  But^what- 
'■'"'  ^  '"■  ever 


ever  is  owing  to  G^  ai)fl44%  "^isftpi^  %ii 

ther  cafes,  there  are  pecuUar.  dcqumg^^^^ 

ces  in  the  Chriitism;  li|e.cthat  znal^Jit  i^  >» 

poilible  for  him  either>tp,»txain  or  Ij^f^^  ^h^ 

Chriftian  life.     Wc  had  .pccafion  to 'o^\ 

ferve,  in  the  foregoing- diiTertation,  towr 

all  the  children  of  Adam  are,    by,  the 

judgement  given  npon  their  firft.faSier, 

bound  under  death ;  really,  and  to  all  in- '; 

tents  and  purpofes,  dead  to  God,  and  the  . 

fpiritual  world,   and  confequently  to  all  J 

the  actings  and  exerciies  of  the.  fpirituji^* 

lif? ;   "  without  God,"  either  the  know- 

I,     jlfi 
ledge  of  him,  or  any  intereft  in  him. ;  real 

Atheifts,    and    "  without    hope    in    tHeT 

"  world,"  until  they  are  inftrudted  ariJ^* 

taught  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  revd^diri^^^ 

eternal  and  unfeen  things,  as  they  lie  -fid^'" 

the  divine  record.    And  as  for  our  bodlei','' 

np  body  makes  any  doubt,  that  they  wiW^'"^ 

return  to  the  duft  whence  they  were  tk-^*" 

ken.     And  when  the  Chriflian  comes  to'^ 

be  crucified  with  Chrift,  he  makes  a  te^** 

njinciation  only  of  what  was  nofwdrth 

keeping,  and  indeed  of  what  it  was  in^-' 

poilible  for  him  to  hold.     What  further 

views  and  hopes  he  has,  are  all  of  them  £o 

fqui^ied  i^  cirift,  an^  Iq  entirely  owipg  t^^ 


hinP, ^^fl^tf  Hfteirt fcifatidt  bea  greitcritruthv- 
litfiS^Sir  rfiatf  t&at  ■^^«rkhout  Irini  wc  cafnt-- 
V  718'  ilothing  ;■'   arid  -  tHercfbife   nothing; 
mtff^  fiitt'  tKaii:  taactnoWIedgd  it,  and  give^v 
hi54**'rfii^  gldryj  'aridriotlling'mo^  bafe  '^ 
thJn'to  iffuihearry  thiri^  to  ourfelves. . .     ^. 
•   Anifl  yet  there  is  not  on6  aniong  all  thit^  ^ 
trdtfiV  of"  God  the  haughty'  fpirit  of  the? ' 
thll^  P^  Adahi  is  iiiore  toath  to  fiibmit  tb. 
Men  nave'  fbme  hovsr  dir  other  got  theflf-- 
hea,^s  iu    of  thfe  dignity  of  the  hxlmSn  ila^ '  ^ 
'  ture^"' and  the  great  things  tHey  ard  cipa,^^' 
blp   of  J  great   things   indeed   in   Chrifii^  ' 
wji^je  tfie  true  dignity  of  the  hutnaii  na-  ^ 
ti^fj^  Iksj    biit  as  they  are  flrangers  tiy 
tlvi^, their  overbearing  confidence  iii  thej^- 
fefejes  can  have  no  other  Foundatib'n  'thktf ' 
whaj:ti^,xbiTinioaly  has  in  other  cafei^,  Ig-  ' 
iiorance  and  miftake.     Theif  tiril  fither^- 
whqffe  image  they  bear,   would  lieeds  be 
wiCer  than  ever  God  defigiied  hiihV  and 
his  pofterity  tear  the  itiarks  df  his  infatu-' 
ation^  difdaining  to  be  taught  of  God^^' 
nay  difdaining' heaven  itfelf,   iirilcft  they' 


of  .their  own  dd'ings, ;  the '  oiity^thing  thae 
wUr  con^^^  ^^tiitS^t^WHih^frf 

^'MlM.  Tt  and 


i 
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and  folly  at  once.     The  truth  is  fo  t^idpafr- 
ble,  that  any  one  may  feel  it  who  can  fed' 
at  all ;  and  nothing  can  be  a  ftrdnger  evi- 
dence that  they  arc'  dead  when  they  dd 
not.     But  the  "  fool  is  wifer  in  his  own 
**  conceit^  than  feven  men  that  can  ten- 
**  der  a  reafon.''     And  furdy  poor  is  the 
j)rofpe(5l  of  diofe  who  cannot  live  but  in 
cjiredl  oppofition  to  a.  divine  conftitutioii. 
For, 

.   2.  It  is  by  Chiift  alone  that  any  of  the 
children  of  Adam  can  be  delivered  firom 
the  power  of  death.     Vain  men  have  a- 
xnufed   themfelves    and    the   world  with 
ijmpty  notions  of  a  natural  immcMrtality  of 
the  foul,  and  an  after  ftate  of  rewards  and 
punifhments.     *^  Life  and  immortality  are 
**  indeed  brought  to  light  in  the  gplpel,'** 
and  were  publifhed  to  a  perilting  worid 
from  the  very  beginning  of  it.     Thence 
they  muft  have  taken  the  hint  of  it:  for 
furely  nature  can  fay  nothing  of  God^s 
intentions  and  defigns,  how  long  or  how 
fiiort  a  time  he  has  afligned  for  their  du- 
ration, and  what  pjirpofes  he  has  defigned 
them  for.     The  children  of  Adam  are  evi- 
dently made  for  a  prefent  worfd,  to  lire 
liipon  the  creature,  and  are  by  no  means 
.     ,  fuxniflied 
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fur^wijie^  for  any   other.     And  what  is 
tjt^fii  bftafte4  immortalkjr  ?  The  body  is  laid 
ii:^  th^4uij^,  and  nature  knows  nothing  of 
ik cefvu7Je(^ion.     If  |jl;ie.  fp\il  fhould  conti* 
n,i;e  to  live,  it  is  nptt  ,the  man ;  it  muft  be 
transformed  into. another  fort  of  being; 
^nd,  alas  !  how  ill  provided  are  the  beft 
of  the  kind  for  the  fpiritual  world,  which 
they  have  not,  and  indeed  cannot  have, 
any  confiftent  notion  of. 
r  The  fcriptures  of  truth  allow  of  ,no  fucU 
f^ncifxil  imaginations.     Life  and  immor- 
tality (land  diere  ftrongly  and  infeparably 
copneAed  with  the  refurredlion  of  the  bo- 
dy,  exemplified  and  ftf-ongly  inftrudled 
by  the  xcfurredlio^  of  Chrift,  a  moft  pro- 
pqir  mean  of  begetting  us  again  unto  a 
Hyefy  hope^  ^s   th^  Apoftle  emphatically 
cacpnsfles  the  true  Chriftian'a  profpedl  of 
^j^^flity.     And  though  it  be  true,  that  the 
fpvl  muft  fubfift  feparately  until  the  end 
oC,  the » world,   there  is  proper  provifion 
jjdjide.for  it  in  that  new  creation  in  Chrift 
l^fps^    whereby   Chriftians.  are  begotten 
A^  born  again,  of  the  incorruptible  feed, 
Jjy  the  power  and  efHc^cy  ojf  the  Spirit  of 
tkfi  living  God,  and  are  entered  upon  a  new 
,^ifcj  and  brouglu  issv^.the/ipim^  e- 


tesAsoif  wcddva-wrtsb  Abj(i/prQ|)fe|ipr6vil^^ 

ppifdjs^r^Ln^-  abilidor^becQixikiig  the  .^noi^ 

^oe^teCfi^"  i^nd  fuit^blcTto  tfcte  ftation^  the 

jfe^nds,  anA  eijijoytoents,  of  ti^t  life  they 

§y?§.e»teredL]n^oo>.  .  .^    ^       t, 

;<  But  al}.  dii^iis  in  Cfef  jft  JefuS|  aud  in  h^ 

pn}y* :   * '  Fpr  therq  15  no  o titers  napae  given 

Jf  ,iii;der  hf^yeu  whereby  we  muft'^be  fa- 

•  s  y ed."     Tl*is,  ftands  an .  inviolable  con-: 

iUtution  of  heaven:    hejxce  .  Chrift .  beap^ 

jie  name ,  of  a  Saviour  ;  ^nd  he  hft4  ^ 

pame  given  him  by  one,  a^nd  fhj  only^pijifi 

jjv^q  had  authofity  to  give  it.    An^l  to,f^t 

T^p  any  other  perfqn  or  things , ,  is  tq  ^  afl^f^t 

Jjim  in  the  moft  opei>  n^anner,  fn4;;jt  the 

f^qae  time  the  authority  that  appoiijted 

.]fixm.    Ip  is  rebelling  againft  the.  ^ pod  f  of 

heayci^  in  a. more  notorious  manner  than 

:eyer,  our  firft  father  didj   and  therefore 

^rnull,  as  it  certainly  will,  l^ave  ,jifmorq 

.dreadful  iflucy 

.  But^Chrift  ig  at  (he  fan^e  time,,  the.  onfy 
pcrfon  >yhQ  is,  able  to  fave.  Put  the  cafe, 
there  T^^a^a.^ree^  pardon  prbclauupd  ^mp 
the  children  of  Adaip,  (and  that  in  effed 
.  is  the  cafe) ; .  what  would  .be  the  eiFed  ef 
it  ? .; ,  Salyatiojf^,  ,that  is, . .  ^eliveranqe  from 

!f?^.^fS^%^^^  ^^  l^aAds  by 

.^  ^       -  which 
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itrhicfa}  fiiD.^eld  miserable  mortals  under 

dcath^>  b  a  ^great  matter  indeed ;  and  it  i& 

the  only  foundation  on  which  there  is,  or 

jcaii'bi,'  a  poffibility  of  entering  into  life. 

"^But  can   they  raife  themfclves  from  the 

)ll*ald  ?   Can  they  approach  the  fountain  of 

^ife^san  unknown  God,  and  thence  pro- 

ifide  fchbnfelves  with  the  neceflary  powers 

^f  life  ?     Can  they  break  off  the  long  con-? 

iSltmed: 'habits  and  quftonis  they  have  cori- 

^^•^(fted  in  following  the  courfe  of  this 

^Wbrld  ?   Can  they,  all  of  a  fudden,  qr  in- 

"'dbed  v^ith  all  the  powers  and  perfeveranca 

*thcy  call  command,  enter  a  courfe  direft- 

^l^oppofiteto  thatwhigh  their  hearts,  their 

'ftiitiments,  their  whole  foul,  has  been  form-? 

f  Jed  ba  fince  they  came  intq  the  wijrld ;  which 

'^feir  whole  frame  and  cqnftitution  natif- 

f  ally  leads  them  to ;  and  all  thefe  feconded 

^Atld  fupported  by  an  invifible  power,  "  the 

•"  fpirit  that  wqrketh  in  the  children  of 

'^^<  difbbedience ;"  whofe  motions  we  can- 

.aot  perceive,  and  whofe  power  and  cun- 

fWflag  'we  are  by  no  means  match  for,  tho^ 

»'»v^  are  aflured,   ^*  he  goes  about  like  a- 

^^  roaring  lion,   feeking   whom  he   may 

*^  devoiir  ?''     Thefe  are  but  hints  of  the 

^di^iclVlties  ii'nd  bjijibfitiQii  we  piuft  lay  our 

''•'*''  3CCQUI){ 
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account  with ;  but  fuch  as  mud  fill  the 
ftouteft  heart  with  defpair,  not  to  be  re-* 
moved  but  by  the  profpecJl  o£  fuch  ^  Sa- 
viour as  the  golpel  gives  U3  in  Jefiis  ChiilL 
We  would  be  much  in  the  fame  cafe  ^ 
pavid  was  with  Saul,  one  day  or  other  wc 
muft  fall  by  this  or  the  other  enemy,  and^ 
like  him,  as  multitudes  do,  take  fandtuary 
in  the  land  of  the  Philiftines.     But,         ? 

3.  In  Chrift  Jefus  is  lodged,  for  duf 
childFen  of  men,  all  the  fulnefs  of  pro- 
Tifion  neceffary  for  recovering  and  raU 
fing  up  the  dead  fons  of  Adam  unto  eter- 
nal life.  We  need  no  more  to  alTure  us  of 
this,  than  tP  confider  his  refurrecSlion,  and 
the  glory  that  followed  ;  the  life  he  then 
entered  upon;  the  power  lodged  in  hi$ 
hand,  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth ; 
and  the  authority,  the  abfolute  authority, 
he  is  inverted  with  over  all  principalities 
^nd  powers,  both  in  this  world  and  the 
world  to  come,  vifible  and  invifible  ;  thg 
|ceys  of  hell  and  of  death  committc^^  un- 
to him ;  with  perfedl  power  to  rdlfe  the 
dead,  to  give  etg:'nal  ^ife  to  whom  he 
will,  and  to  determine  the  everlafting  con- 
dition of  mankind.  Whofoever  belieyei^ 
thefe  things,  muft  own^  "  iJbat  J^e  i?.  alj^ 

"  tg 
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*•"  to  fave  to  the  uttennoft  all  that  come 
"  unto  God  through  him."  But  gene- 
rals, however  ftrong,  make  but  a  fainr 
inipreflion;  and  if  we  propofe  to  make  the 
proper  advantages,  this  fulnefs  of  power* 
*ire  find  lodged  in  him  muft  be  more  par- 
ticularly confidefed; 

.  And  in  order  thereto  we  muft  begin 

where  the  apparent  neceflities  of  mankind 

<fo  ;   that  total  darknefs,   or  ignorance .  of 

God,    and   the   world   of   fpirits,    whidi 

men  are  born  with,  and  which  continues  , 

in  multitudes   after    all   the   pains   that 

have  been  taken  with  them.     Something 

of  the  knowledge  of  God  has  indeed  been 

in  the  world  ever  Cnce  there  were  men  in 

it,   and  thence  a  handle  has  beeii  taken  to 

perfuade  the  world  it  was  natural :   and 

numbers  have  even  imagined,  they  coilld 

demtfnftrate  the  thing;  with  What  fuccefsV 

the  experience  of  all  ages  has  fhown.     The 

A]poftl6  declares  it  in  a  word,  **^  The  world 

"  by  Vrifdom  knew  not  God;''  the  know- 

fedge  of  God  was  loft  in  the  hands  of  the 

greateft  geniufes  that  ever  appeared  among 

'  nlfen ;  and  had  not  the  6nly  begotten,  who 

is^ln  the  bofom  of  the  tathcr,  declared 

the  invlGble  God,  they  would  have  been 

m 


S3^     S^Tht^lOitti^stMi   JIlBid 

••  veal'hini,"  t^ia'i,22r.;''  /^  ''.*  /"If^ 
Heihas  done  it  accorSiaglyl  'not'Jby  rije- 
tapjayfieal  rcafonijQgs,  smd  qui|I^  ot^^ 
Idfpphy^  whjbchfew  arc  able  to,appxe)iqu£v 
and  can  reach  no  .farther  than  the.  h^M$. 

:  ' .  -  .    Dili. 

of  thofe  who  da ;  but  in  a  manncr^iqii^^ 
ly  iuited  to .  the  conftitudon  andprefgit 
ilate  of  mankind  ;  opening  his  ei^pad^ 
coiinfels,  and  inftru<5ting  his  power  f»^ 
Godhead  by  the  works  which  belias:dcKMi|! 
prefendng  a  living  image  of  :hlftilOi: 
himfelf,  and  leading  forward  tmr  appreK: 
heniions  to  iplritual  and  unieen  things^'! 
bv  fenfible  reprefentations,  cither  natursl;^^ 
or  inftituted  for  the  pnrpofe.  Thu*  wrf* 
nnl  parents  were  taught  in  patadife.  ThuS^^ 
thev  after  their  expulfion,  and  the-fic-i® 
ceeding  patriarchs,  v^'cre  taught,  down  td^ 
Mofes,  who  was  employed  to  lay  togetKf;*^ 
in  one  fyftcm,  all  the  inftitutions  and  c^- 
dinances  wHich  were  necefTary  to'  maficF' 
out  5^  perfe(5l  figure,  refemblance,  and  fed-* 
fible  *repte!fen¥atiGn^  of  'Gdd's  ways  wi&^ 
men,   and  the  manner  in  which  they  wtfre 

to 


C»dml  "ifitfa  Ilk*.    Hic  wEole  bufiadkor 
•.die  Spirit  of  Chrift  fpeaking  in  the  pro>«« 
^)uBtSf  was  to  keep  thde  uncorrupted,  to 
dcplain  and  inculcate  the  true  intention  of 
them,  and  to  reclaim  the  people  from  their 
abuies  and  errors,  until  himfelf  came,  and 
took  off  the  vail  from  the  face  of  Mofes, 
and'fliowed  the  glory  of  God  ftiinihg' 
forth,  and  manifHting  itfelf,  in  Ills  perfon 
an^  miriiiby,  the  end  of  all  thefe  ordi*' 
slanc^,  which  are  now  abolifhed* 
/*But  this  is  not  the  only  excellency  of 
hite  ihanner  of  teaching ;  he  can  do  what 
never  another  could  j   he  can  not  only 
fpeak  to  the  ear,  but  can  give  capacity  to 
apprehend  and  imderftand ;  he  teaches  not. 
only  the  mind  and  underftandirig;  but  the 
heart  and  foul ;  and  not  only  conveys  no- 
ticms  and  conceptions,  but  tliat  very  Spi*?* 
rk  and  wifdom  which  he  himfelf  poffef- 
ikj^i  by  this.means  forpiing  every  difciplc 
of  K).s  into  the  fame  views,  fentim«its, 
and  condudl,  to  make  out  a  perfeift  refem«- 
bhvnce  of  their  great  inftrudor. 

^But  in  the  courfe  of  this  inflxudion 
n^  come  to  difcQver  diat  they  are  fin- 
nerf^.  ^d  thereby  rcxpoied  to  proper  pu- 
niflijwent  ixpm  -the  h^nd  of  thfik  creator^ 
.,  VqLp.jfl.  ..^^.^,     -  JLJ.U  .^.r  ,j .,  :        the;.. 


iiCi  t»iiliatl#i^ty'  6f'raeii&f€S,«46(Mii' 

cft''ftttt^ttfeiiy  Hwiimtt  yijasfA-ttfuM  «as 

itoiftr  the  yahifcT-  df  tbef^  ketKio^  SP^^ 

defildbeht  of  fia ;•  buct^ totild^i^M  - d<^^' 
itiiy  tiling  which  ■  could  pui^'IttieP'feilfi 
fcience,'«ir  make'  mca  ea^V^M^S^pJSft 
^d-rtafofl,  That' they  liad'ho^tifei^te 
of  beiiig- acceded  of  God;  Tfe  ftcrSfttdSila 
interceffion  ofthe  ^eat  hSM-pt^^  M^^ 
btiiftae€ttoA  which  hswl'-ttedi'tid^Ipiiro- 
bationv'^ki  baTiftg-'^h^t^  f^-'^^^s^^ 
f8ftedf4itf<dleTacred  t^dr^i  d'^iiitdifijijtt 
kitho^byilaid  vpaa  mhSJi^  thi  ^fi^^^ 
ifafl'-tfifli' '-'-'-'•-  ■■'■■••'  '-^-^i  '^o  yJjiJxiij'dt  3saig 
•'i®dfe'itf*he*fteie  <<<J«i3»JiFiJhft?«^!?bfe^ 

ibiii,  'Jdfl,  ,ii&d4«il  i<^%la€<^iiiK^'ii)^J€^ 

hns.  s.  u  If  it 
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Itj^c,  *)ul  feeU  ,irf«^f!<ie!^l,„an4!^tfl8riy 

;^th«r«|>^  ftfr'aiMwher/^oifW^f,  atOQCiwif 
il^^WVflt^er way  of  tivij»gv.^riTh«f  ft*l 

^  fffrf^  Spirit^f.,  C}iri|$,  and, j^.«Ap<^ 
lii^  eipr»3«  of  fai&a^^^^ 
i^^i  Jhi9  the  4iyine  te(u:her  diixKH 
%gs  494s^^  ^  ^  liand, :  aa^wi^  hun 
I^J^ppUeSp  of.  ipiricnal;  .^fe, .  j^  -^p 

|ip^{to/difp«?fre=»»d^give  f9itli,.at,,j4s 
i^K^.jxs  jcte  f<;|y^,<)C£;ai]fMis  aod..  p^r; 
k^  of  iiis  people,  require;  AodJu^Of^, 
^o^Twl^jrd.Jffiis '  is  the,  ojjiy .,Wfiyii^ 
j^y^in^hicbv  ipiritual  jmd  lejbernaljife^ 
1%;]^^  th©;  p^rjOedLons.  .afld^jppveiSr.beT 
BifMI'.^  iti;?ft»;  be  .€P*vfeyi^  ftom.flxe 
at  fountain  of  life,  the  all-fufl|(^Q«y 
.c/fi|4l>«^f  l^eigrejrt  crieatpr^  to,Adfm*6 
Jl^fogif^drtfi,:  .15^:.v%«jj-^pi;*icttted 
j^^ljiiij'  4W:l!¥it»l»l  fathflT,  the  ,fiirft 
l>,i.|:I^iigfu«e  o£  himivW  ^i^siftt&ccMPae; 
U  u  2  and 


aodxthcctf  aridfidcomfl  gi«9Kj^  chat  7iiflm« 
tted'fhistmcitf jtfaofb%einc&  of  lunaaibiiiA 
tthidi^doiDdtrneocurcTtbcir  life^^inddbflii^ 

^M^xb^drfn^^^  he  osmvKfA 

^wnhom  gi^aratkm  t^geftfrati««k»idi|p 
.«K^  of  tbe  worlds  by:£uch  ao^  unaltcisAk 
€0nftitii«l$IM^  th^t  it  i&  i^^tumUy  ij^i$tfli^e 
to  bring  osie  iiagle  man  \pjuy  fbp  "wor^  W 
any  other  manner ;  an4  thus  .^lidaf^.gs^/fae 
iaid,  in  a  certain  ienie, .  to  Uve  m  js^^ilHS 
pofterity.  \-  .fifj 

,    This  is  a  fair  ijlufbration  of  ,tb^:^- 
pprtant  truth  before  ns^ .  that  the  Ch^^^gn 
.  life^  all  that  fiilnefs  of  ipintual  po^vgrs-- 
and  adlivity,  which  ever  did,  or  e^er;i9fi)l, 
appear  among  men,  was  originally  Icxiged  - 
in  the  hands  of  their  great  Redeemer^  *^  xkt 
.^/'  Jtecondman,  who  is  the.Lord  fra^Jljiy^- - 
.*'  ven)"  and  from  whom  it . is^  s^^ypd^ 
^  down  to  the  feveral  genei^ations  ^ofjC^fi^ 
Hi^s  from  the  beginnii^g  i;^;^^^4>/€lE=' 
the,\yjQrld,  in  the  courfe  of  4:pggB[er^^ff«)n^ 
anfl.tha  new  birth;  which  malp^^^er 
.^u^JJyimpqifible  to  enter  intQ-t^ofi^- 
tpal  aft4.eteiwal  WQrlda^,«Mi\t9i  IjbYii^^^t 
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-afiaat  ifids  gtoidf  fiirarethahiva  batdbiiiotr  ^ 

•the  «faid|;.ni(^i^slcii»«<niM  bc^  i^f^lte^ 

9^ri»jlte|ttlt  ©iily  feStprcfsly  f^jSy  RoiiiviW'f 2.. 
CW  |4}^/J  fe  "bfifens'  ated  ^plaiim  at  ^large 

eJ^ciWpd^tiAtty  1  Gdr.  xv;  45.-^50.'  he  iii- 
fifts  at  large  on  this  very  view  oF  hini ; 
"Sild^tws  how  the  feveral  defcetidehts  of 
*%dihf4^e  like' their  root  and  OTigiiial,'  athd 
^legiie'ihi^  iniagei  and  accordingly  liv-e  as 
^^mf-^adi  .••■••  •  ■■  .  ■ 
^^ai^t ihi's'  is  not  all :  ^eiigtire  leadsiis 
*46'yet:"a  fuller  evidence;  as  biiorihf  the  dne 
-^ih^^ebther^are  in  this  manner Tetait  the 
^?B(Sai^tof=tai6nkiAd  by  a  diviii)d  conftttutionj 
-^JWiQcli'^all'  ^h*-  created  powers  ih  ■  the'  iini^ 
^^'vfefl^  ^ktitiot  Jifet  afide;  •  I  iiefcd  iiot'it|ieat 
<««^PBkfe'be€!ii'  eft*her  tliari'bndi'bbfe^ed 
'3a»eatf^/'J%nd'4iiMes^  Its''  oM'  eviHeiifc^ a- 

^H^v«{ife  tiifali^%h^^af6ri»^^thiii^/^ft{at 

is,  every  thing-^^'^'b^-4^Rai^4taLr^knd 

'^^?     '  founds 


342      ^Thcti^^§T*A»s^U^   JI,1iid 

pur  i^oi^iWe^rritf^ 

flipuid  ^  ,i^D^4iic^ 

tuaj^aijd  eten^  ^01^,91^^  qffa^ 

aft:  tlbcm  ag»in^:  iiy^heBC^it  ^di^j.^qf^^ 

cannot  be  coi^yeyed  butifroi^L-^am^^fJ^ 
rea&Q  both,  of  ihd  poe  aixd^ tfrf  ^P^hffj^ 
that  Qod  hathio  pn^ainedand^api^^ni^^ 
and  it  is  unnatural.bdkliids .  to •  aJQc,  J^}^ 
fie  came  to  do  fo  ?  .   ,.^,^,  ^^ 

And  yet  lie  has  condefcouii^  ^^^r^r 
fwfr  the  important  queftion^..  and^^ j^Tt 
vcri  us  a  variety  of  reafons  for  ^s  io  idf^. 
irig."  I  fhall  mention  only  two  q£^  th^^. 
i)?i  To  reduce  man  to  proper  acipiow^. 
lodgements,  that  he  lives  only  by  thft^gnjjOi 
of ^  hil^  creator;  and,  2^^,.  To  .raakg Jjfej 
ftjire  to  him,  tiat  it  ihall  never .  l>e- e^jheft 
forfeited  or  taken  away  from  him^ .    .    ^  .  j 

To^livc  by  the  grace,  thp^t  iS|,  3i^eJ^ 
gpft  and  bdtmty  of  the  creatpr,'  is  evld^nt-'^ 
ly  ftie  '6nfy  Wky  o£  living  that  caga  beco^^ 
a^'tii*attrtie ;- iiSiy,  We  may  fay,  th^tjac^ea- 
tuW  is  ciapabfe  6f,     It  is  the  only  ^ay  W 

living" 
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jiiH&cnt"Btifcrtfj*:  iirthe^i^'fliriiiis  iiis 
aadfi^f  weWe  a  ftahcfiiijj  ierifibl^  aociir 
Bto''6Bits^ttitfW <^  and  t^n- 

<^ttiy,4aifW5r*ihld  'deiith;    In  Cairift,  ah<^ 
the  way  of  living  mankiiiid  are  boiind  to 
ijf'Iiiiiftf,  thete'iiirfd  room  left  foi^  any  fuch, 
a^gki-bUi'  hri4^nst£Ah,  the  lodgrnff  life, 
WS&'kirrfieftrtlitrtfre'  of  it,  m  his.Handi" 
ti^Wtftcrt^iiig,-  the  preietTth^,  'tKe  pierfe^ 
ifig"\!>f-'it,   afftWs  'th^'  ftiofi '  rubftantiki 
aiid  'afl^hg;  evidence  tfikt  ilT  is  oF'^^e^ . 
ft}'AM'\iie  nfanf  Who  fecs'ahd" feeyieVes 'the. 
tfd^is^t  is  ih' Jefii's','h-^s  nothin|j ^ft^jiijjn, 
but,  eterfil''  diSAbvrtedgemenie'  .aiidt  i?ve 


unal 

pabife  of  here  or  hereafter. 


.  ^  Jfl|  .d^e  i?i(^  ALvc  eidp  oF  oiu-  jBit  f 
we  iiavcldcewiile'  tlie  mo^ '  paiff^Efe 

to  have  ius  life^'and  napp^Q^  18dg^  % 

fiis  own  hahd:  A  finii-iaifii'y'^^ 

tainly  meVer  feiind  ^oifg^Bis'^ 
that  ^  Sb'tfof  miti'*  brily»^c!«dapfcej^^ifeffl 
otir  gratciousOod'has  pkdhdff  6iii^^SFfi9» 
tid  upfdi*  tilis  purpoft.^  '*Thife*^ii"«ifc««aii 
M  the  Apoftle  gives  why  the'iy^elhsta 
mtift' be  lof -graces  Rom.  iy.  •  r6r»  *^dl%far 
**  the  promife  might  btf  fra«  td^^  sfti  ill» 
**  feed."  And  as  it  ciiuld  never  be  lcaii|2 
the  hand  of  man,  it  is  lodged  in^  h»ihdiis 
haspeifedtly  fulfilled  the  ^  termor  !ofi  fifiqi 
aM  therefore  cannot  mifcarry  b^  fojtfJDid 
tare ;  and  at  the  fame  time  i»4)er|bAlgi 
proof  againft  open  force;  fb  thatiOMbifitt 
can  mar  the  eflfedlual  conveyanceoof ;  ijSy 
and  carrying  it  on  to  the  li\gheft  (pit^faifllS 
perfections  >^  the  meafm*e  of  the  fikft'tsue^^ 
"  die  fuhiefe  of  Chrift''  .    ;  .  ;  ,.k.O 

We  might  add  to  all  this  anqthfsr  fog^ 
deration,  viz«  That  the  mediation  of^(^^^a|^ 
IS  the  only  way^  as  nxatters  iU^Ki  );(9tw)^ 
God  and  mankind^  by  which  any  { of  j;^ 
children  of  .Adam  can  ibuid  bffof^  Q9|4» 
or  have  tany  deftUogs.ajr  ..aU^w^tji^rJ^ 


Difr.II.   BiiTectations  on  Gal.  rL:?o.     341 
MiuJkhasJbeen  jmtten  tpfhow,  that  God 

Jai9d&^^9n^<mfclsp>„  tli^s  i^jl^ligilt^ 

oM  t&im  vaU  fct  iJbe  j^attC|i,,,.-Pu.t.0ifi 
Spiiol  ©fi  iGkMj.  wofl  ocdiiiarjly  puts  Jii;jQ» 
^nfarfiflBci&otH^y.vyiZf  .tlje ,  jaqaj)g,9i?jr  j^ 
ijad^  Gia&ba'^Q  aii7iinipa4dia|:e  d£gf}j|][g^,wi|dt^ 
eibfcoi^i^  ^$:.glary  jnvift.oy€rFifefi|9ai5i.f, 
toANHtjbb  qualified  as  it  i^  iq.vC^^  Jf$4&« 
ji»jdtt«diimt  by  Mrhicli;  it  4s  pi«%f^olQ 
V»  ;'l«fp;jjttn  evil-  coQicienCe  ftlUj  tUgrjjfaggsg  * 
jfan)i?3i4iat.ii?^..the!  confcioufaefe  v-ofjjjvj^jj 

God,  and  fills  us  wiiJrdaffidJbQOft^ajialonjgiE^,' 
iM^i&^^^ifh^h.  tnatuitdif  :p^^^<s,Wm 
ii^^T^  t»f  cmi?  malc6^  coldheisy  ama^osi) 
e^'^e^^'^n^Gnmaaty^:  a^g^in(b:]Khati:'he 
i^l^J  i^li^'Mdbiidt^  40  '^Hieic;.-ibuo^i.it£dif 
4^^  glBtet  ifii^gtk'  tluiti/^ric;tlie^4MLi4s 
i^ch^fefeytafeenijyikfb  Xtf^f-OTfafGod 
«^V^L.il.  X  X  into, 
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'tniiA,ilancdsjx.  :Thefc:caii:6nly'iia  TtimciMi 
i)y  the  biedi^tsosi.  of  £3infty  and^fhe-^tlb 
iic  holds  between  Ood  xad  Mnain.  •-  'Shc^^ 
4s,  and  there  only,  that  men  xdCOter  <t«^ 
^dence  in  God,  theible  €piuidatiQilecik 
which  the  love  of  God^  ^and  ail  crue-tdi^ 
gion, .  of  which  it  i$  the  -fpirit  4ild^  inbr 
ftance,   ftands.      Through  him  theiyf^caliQ 
called  to  come,  and  through  hiiv  >they>can 
come,   with  boldne&,   pntp  a  -l^roxK  awf 
grace,  enter  the  Bofy  of  HoUnefs^  anddSaxd 
with  pleafure  and  joy  ^before  theif  heat€n>: 
•Jy  Father.     Whatever  others  do,  tbeywUj 
know  how  hard  a  thing  it  is,  even  with 
all  the  advantages  we  have  by  Jefns,  fi^k 
^ilty  finner  ever  to  hope  for  any  fhiid^ 
from  God's  hand,  will  feel  how  abibifately 
iiripo5ible  it  muft  have  been  withotrt  it.  ' 
It  is  in  this  view  that 'our  Lord  ft*5 
himfelf  forth  to  our  obfervation,   partic^tl- 
larly  John  vi.   not  only  as   the  giver "df 
life,   and  the  giver  of  the  bread  or  nitat 
which  endures  unto  eternal  lifcj   but-  as 
that  very  bread  which   came  dowii  from 
"heaven,  the  proper  fuflenance  of  the  f^v- 
ritual  and  eternal  life,  and  lent   into  the 
wotld  by  die  Father  for  that  very  purpofe. 
.:..■..  .-/.     ;.  ■.      ■        "it 
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piiWpridbsdfffteJipS^  JO  dwafe  woi^s  which 
jjpjEftpMS  outevtrfb£ji^.»q0dl)uch /of  ^God,  by 
-^i^tefittCO^iUi^Cfi  ti»<jtlx^:migbLj:y  power  oif 
.XSi6(i^\j\xfinmh^}i[M^^  as  eflfecr 

-iiibiil^f^  ddSL  i&i0B  prbper  a  mamoer,  as  the 
-liwitiriihMfdtisjlit^  b^  naftural  food^ 

iii;:5(*Mr^-h»te:¥he  Lord  Jefus  ft t  before  u$, 
Itts  ^lihinghimfeif  witbincn,  And  thereby 
llwmhi^itucatiiig-fais^Spirit  2Uid  life  to  theog^; 
kcidi^bLh^  ai^ng^€^^  .pur^fe^of 

jikvh^^thefulnefi  of  G<)d  lodged  ia  hii|x 
i&iiv  tlkii?  Jx^hopff.',  We  bbfcrvcd  beforg, 
,4h>w  fhey  .who  are  joined  to  him  are  pfte 
T&ji^it!^,"  actd  if,.^ay  man  h^ve.npt  Jt^s 
v-fjJSj4i?it,.  hei&tapn<i;of;  hi§.'V  ;iTh?,W3^3i 
and  reality  of  this,  aj^^.alfp  the  efl^6tss  pj;;a- 
4vjc^by  it,  we,;have  fenfihle  evidence  of 
i[|i  the.,  caljb  of  the  apoftles  on  th^  day  of 
l^eqit^Qft.  ^  That  ,v^as  the  fulfihnent  of  a 
jg<^^;icuUr*  pf  omif^  themj  ^nd  a 

i^^\QX  coi^firin^tiQp.  of  the  general  promiie 
t^?4e  ^o,^a^  Qhfiftioins.  By  if,  we  fee  what 
%h^  ^m  <^f  Qkift.pan  do  J:-  things  fp  ii?a- 
fioffiblein  jptatuce^  th4tnp,^i)j>grb»t;thj&te-r 
srjosfiCQvH  /credible; 

tl  X  X  2  and 


QjglGhri^giyeartd  ocdixiajry  *(ahLriftiqaisJ->oO 
;t  f  AttA  why  ifhould  wtf  dtoubt^joryntohlafcicflft 

%^Qi«  tbajrpw^e^  of  Gad^  \  fcwi  airfWerii^ 
^nY  ,pwf  poie  it  is  appdiod  tj^  ^  Teh©  Spuk 
^dChrift  isrsha*  veiy  'di^iae  iKxwwiiteftioll 
l^ye  life  an4  being  to  evieryr^ea^m^iifi 
idbe  firft  creatidii}  dxat  very  |<6wei*  wrhich 
endued  men  with  all  the  <  dxtraOr^ctkiai^ 
^£t$  ajod  quaMcaitions  that  ever  were  £bui»i 
imongi  theni-}  and  therefore  muit  berfihe 
proper  age£kt  in  the  new  creation^  and  jttMi 
author  of  all  the  powers  which  are  necdi^ 
fary  for  the  bulinefs  and  enjoyments  thKrei 
It  is  true  his  way  of  operating  is  ietreti 
and  hid  from  fenfible  obfervation;  but 
fuch  ar©all  the  operations  of  fpiiits,  avea 
of  God  himfelfj  and  not  perceivable  bm 
by  the  efFedls  :  and  wh^n  thefe  are  tejtni? 
hated  upon  the  fpirits  of  men,  they,cafi 
be  perceived  only  by  them;  and  noroch^ 
man  can  fay,  whether  they  are  real  or  x^ 
imaginary,  until  it  be  detemjined.  by  fenn 
fibfe  faSsy'  the  effect:  thereof  in  rtheir  Jiy^ 
and  ^onverfation?.     .  ....         ...    .  *  ^. 

Such  is  the  nature  pf  the  ifuidtual  Ijfe^^ 

...  ..    ^ 

-..  -       ...  It 


■JSkisfdUlobiddeiircafd  §XPe»,  'rm&il^v^f6tl» 

GodanpctofiJEfe  /fonli.'Of  (rtianj^^MBfiit'Wty 
-flioiddlthd^in^/iof)  the^iffODld  abcoiLfl^^  it 
Itnsii^  i^ithtt^ai^  b^ddiif6>th€y 

^^chttvnbtrthKihfclve&i  knd'cfln^toncfei'tC'of 
i^^  ^M^y  »'of  Gotf  sf  <}riniimuiiicfiidiigf !  life,  ^'  tit 
|ieffb<?ti<«w  of  aiiryiidnd^  tcV-man,  but  that . 
ianperfe<9?  trxtcrntfl  one  of^  refefimiiig  dii4 
lixDtiiPe )  ^/Tiiofc^  who-  believe  there  cv^ 
1F5»  iuch>  a  thing  as  creation,  can  enHet^ 
iain  no  doubt  of  the  poffibility  of  iafph^aj^ 
tionv  which  is  but  exerting  the  fame  kind 
of  pfiwer,  giving  being  to  fomething  which 
'^as  not  before,  Thofe  who  doubt  of  it^ 
■will  yet  acknowledge,  that  he  who  made 
thefoUl  at  fir  ft,  can  eafily  add  new  perfeoK 
tiohsaind  powers;  cari'bring  in  new  light 
t(Pthe..«todQrftcthding  }  enlarge  the  apprc- 
iftiifivi^jcapa<jity]iform  the  fentimenta,  and 
effSBH^  ^^thfe  Heart  and  afFedlions  upoft 
ffiemY'' 'And  What  is  that  tut  a  Tnorc  par- 
i5??irt'il^'*ctr<mnt  bf'th«  meaning  of  that 
Wortf,  ^^ich  p"^bp*ly  expreflei  the  iri^ 
fltfttifl^tfei"  Sfiirlt  bf  G6d  hiis  upoii  thb 
TpirtH:  br^^fndh,'  S^eri  hetmites  himfelf 'td 
it  for  any  particular  purpdft^,  ;parti<:ulalr'^ 
If  «kdf^^¥Ke'rpirittia^ftfef  --'  '-'  ' 
^'  And 


G6d  fhdiilil  thu^omiteiBivf^^^ 
flxatedjin  the^ftepngdJifhtnaiw^dai^  j^' 
ittto  that  'peifeiboderit&aa^tii:.^^ 

iw^well  in  him  in  BAhhx&i&M^^rm 
iUre  men,'  that  Gt)d>i^oixIdin^  hii 

tajs^m  dwell  widi  dhdsra^  tjid^girrd  J^iSpiK 
litS  into  theirs;  ta ^  ibnn ,  thenrrYuptixitefjft 
tcmpk^  an  hahitsaion  fovcG^d^.^  itd 
inenns?  He^horaifeditfacTowixxJtfiis'TdSf 
inudh  above ''inaiii  ei?ai  i*iMiB^^ 
numbered  aittdng  the  ibaas  ofi  Adstirtj  jBuad 
touch  more  fa  when  hewafr  raifed  frab 
the' dead,  and  put  in  pdffcjffioa  ofiia^  ^& 
infinitely 'above  it,  can:  with  tixe  feadeeaff 
fcake  any  of  the  childrcavof  j^danxyht  plea- 
feth  into  what  ineafurcs  bf  confonnitpti? 
him  he  fee$ '  proper*  That  Spiriti whidi 
made:  apicJflles  of  fifttermen,  which  tocA 
^he  fioblifh  and  weak  thijigs  of  the  wQrldjj 
aaadjby:^  them' confounded  and  brojughtr/td 
«©:ugiit\all  >  the  powei? '  afed  wiftlom .  .tlUt 
iwre- !Hi:  lit,  xan*  feaiily  accompliih  ith©  neir 
•  .r.v  rM  to  urjmli'ji  vn';v'  ••'!'      -cneaiz|irci[ 


pci^tds^  outdL  f^lgmih;;  betnjio]i£;:^vl6t^  all 

-njistd^v&km  ipmSop^hsofy^^        itshat 
tMs  &l^<^6]^ar«j:'«^6h  and  thxi^ 

ieeriws  hklifelf  iK^tltt  fpirits,:ii  tihe  Spirit 
pf  Jcfils,  Itbe.  Spkit  thottdwdlp  'ka  haaaa; 
|ttid  ttk'Tcrjr  jmincipleof  JiU  lifcrby^hklx 
lw/^yas^-,gnd^^ffe(fes  all  jhat  power,  aad 
iikftiYity  hi.  iifia^en^  and  ia  ewtji  ,i .  l\QWii:*a 
'iki  ofihoeive  iof  it  pthi^rwife,  than  a3  Chf  ifi: 
^itmg  himfelf  to  diem  ia  the  neare^iaad 
jn^  imansate  manner,  and.  ibaring  hs^ 
lift  itrath.  them^'  and  making  them  parta*^ 
tibrscpf  6t^:  (vdth' all  the  powers  ?nd  perfeor 
i^ions  which  belong  tp  it  ^  And  thus  he  ic 
;|Bfci?y  properly  their  Kfc,  tbcir  flxength^ 
tSbeir  adl }  and  thus  pnc  tofHY  ypry  jufljy 
'fity  with  the  Appflkp  it  is  not  they  that 
live, .  l^ut  Chrift  thatliyejs^  in  them. .  For^ 
I.  By  him  they  are  quickeiltpd,  ^nd 
^adc  alive^  when  they  bad  np  life^ 
3ipr  any  of  the  powers  of  life,:  in  themr 
felves.  By  his  right  they  iipldi  and  in 
Him  all  their  chppfes  ^nd -prpfpeds  are 
foundedj  and  :tp :  him  bclqngs  the  difp<»r 
fali  of  th«m .  :  When  they  look^to  them<^ 
ij^TCs^ithey  sfind  notl^^  weakaefs  and 

pttpwaefs  J  not  being  fufficient  of  them- 

felve| 
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f<dves  fb  xaiich  as  to  duok^any  ♦hjff^yjif 
thentfdves^facicfs.todo^.  y^d^^q:^]^^ 

2.  All  the  powers  of*  life  arc  qitii?^]|j^jm 
his  handy  and  under  his  dirty^ioii  and 
managementp  The  prcferyatioBi.  ajad  coiit 
tinnance  of  them,  the  growth  and  inT 
creafe,  and  the  completement  of  .the^  acp. 
cording  to  their  meafure,  are  all  his  d6mg. 
It  is  not  in  man,  no  not  in  .  the  be(t  _o£ 
men,  to  order  their  own  ways.  An4^  tW 
they  can  do  all  things  through  Qmft 
flxengthening  them,  yet  without  lupL 
with  all  the  (Irength  and  refblution ,  thq^ 
can  conunand,  they  are  altogether  unable 
to  ftand  againfl  the  leail  temptation  that 
cafts  up  in  their  way.  According  to  the 
xneafure  in  which  his  Spirit  exerts  his 
powers  in  the  foul,  fiich  is  their  meafure 
of  life,  light,  holinefs,  confolatipXi,  an(} 
joy- 

3,  The  exercifes  and  actings  of  the  ipir. 
ritual  life  in  every  part,  are  all  under  his 
dire<Elion  for  the  fame  realop.  It  was  by 
the  grace  of  God  that  evea  the  Apcjftle  Paul 
was  what  he  was ;  and  when  he  had  la- 
boured more  abundantly  than  all  the  other 
apoftles,  he  difclaims  the  honour  of  it : 
^*  Yet  not  I,"  faith  |ie,  "  but  the  grace  of 

'"  Go4 


m 
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feceives'  is'oW^hg'^^tii^Ij^Vo  Chrift,'  attd 
tlie  ^({i4'y''il^''l3felbii^V"feritit-ely'ta  Him  r 

i'wem'fd'mkdiy  't*iat  ihaeed  tfi€  tf 4 
an  xs  no  more  tn^n  a  fort  or  cdpy^ 
afe^^  of  him;  drawn  fey  his  owH 
,  ila'  the  diriftiah  life  is  but'  tlfe^  lif4 
i^fihiift^^i't^Mae^  and  dfawii  out  lnt6-i« 
proper  goriiequerices^  and  eirects.  It^^aS 
omy  the  vanity  of  man  th^t  ever  tnade  Hitil 
iniagine'^  liimfelf  any  thing  ;  ' '  and  khi 
ftrength  Vnd.gi'ory  of  the  Chfifti»n  lifi-lieS 

in  renouncinp;  all  pretenlions  to  it.  '  *  ^  ^-  ^ ! 
.  urn  <^ou^M  -■         ...;.-.  •        -.■..,.   ^  ,/j  .;,, 

.ANp^noWjj^  from  this  general  view*''6f 
thfi  dnriftiaii^^  we  may 'b^'eni]f)led  to 

draw  oufcjlom^^^  its  true'krtdtiiftitt^ 

guimin^  natiiry ;  fey  which  ■  the  mntmYei^A^ 
&e  mfetf^'^'dbBiit  i^^ 
aft^d'\5i^n-^^hfe'-^^uld*be  Chrfftian^,  fdireaf^ 
0yif^i^  ^'R^4h:i't&  iaitti'-^r,-^aTad  what 
iiibiyr^^^ti^  ai^i'to'tfjfke:''^  ^   vj   ,^.(!r-,- 
^  "AiSaR«4j  ^t^uft'^tiecb^ 
'^^^  YoL.II.  Y  y  ChrifliaA 
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Chriftian  life  may  be  confidered  either  in 
its  beginnings  in   this  world,   while  xh^ 
Chriftian  lives  in  the  flefh;  or  in  its  per? 
fedlion  in  the  world  to  come  :   the  one  is 
commonly  called  the  ftatc  pf  grace^  the  07 
ther  of  glory.     There  are  innumerable  cir- 
cnmftantial' differences;  and  fo  is  there  ia 
common  life  betweei^ .  infancy  and  man*T 
hood.     But  thefe  are  not  different  Uves} 
but  different  ftages   and  degrees   of  the 
fame  life,  carrying  on  to  its  perfecSlion  by 
nutriture  and  culture ;  fuited  unto  the  nar 
ture,   the  frame,   and  conftitution,  of  the 
creature,  under  the  provifion  made  by  the 
great  creator  for  thefe  purpofes,  and  hi§ 
bleffmg  upon  them :    and  the  blefling  of 
God  is  nothing  but  the  interpofal  of  his 
Spirit  and  power  for  making  thefe  means 
effeclu^l ;   and  none  of  them  can  ever  rife 
higher,  in  the  order  of  caufes,   than  in- 
ftruments  in  his  hand,   which  he  employs 
at  pleafure.     Hereby  the  whole  nniverfe 
is  kept  in  an  entire  dependence 'on  him; 
fo  that  there  can  be  no  evil  in  the  vmiverfe 
but  wh^t  is  under  his  dirf(5lion  :   A  trudi 
far  from  being  minded  fo  generally  as  i{ 
is  acknowledged* 

^hcii  we  fpeaJ^.tl^en  of  the  life.of  Chrir 
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ftiarfs. '  We  take  in  toth  thefe  views  of  it ; 
fifom'tlie1firft''itioment  of  their  regenera- 
tiBtt  aid'niew  biithj*  that  the  febd  of  God 
ehter^  in\l6'  thefti,  and  the  Spint  of  Chrift 
aniih'ites  ind  ^enlivens  them,  through  all 
thfe  iiif^iihddiate  de'greeS,  to  their  perfecfl 
c^nfJinnity  to  their  jglorious  hekd;  when 
Adacfi's  life  and  Adam's  world  fhall  be 
d^fti^Oyed  together.  This  is  a  kind  of  life, 
eVen  in  the  loweft  degrees  of  it,  as  differ- 
ent '  from  all  others,  as  they  are  from  one 
another.  The  only  fort  of  life  that  pre- 
teiids  any  relation  to  it,  is  that  which  we 
derive  fi'om  Adam,  or  rather  that  which 
Adam  'was  poffeffed  of  in  his  firft  paradi* 
iiacal  ftate  ;  and  numbers  who  will  needs 
b6  reckoned  Chriftians,  think  there  needs 
no  more  to  make  one  a  Chriftian,  than  to 
have  that  integrity  and  uprightnefs  refto-- 
red  to  them ;  and  that  the  life  of  Chrift 
may  very  eafily,  and  muft  be  ingrafted 
upon  that  "^hich  we  have  from  him.  The 
Vanity  of  fuch  imaginations  we  have 
fhown  in  the  former  part :  That  the  Chri-  - 
ftiah  life  is  as  different,  even  from  inno- 
cent Adam's,  as  the  fubftance  is  from  the 
fliadow,  the  truth  of  the  thing  froin  the 
figiire  and  outward  re  •^refentation  of  it ; 
■"'■  '-  ^  Y  y  2  and 
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and  that  the  life  derived  froxOil^xD^  .wlofiH 
mea  now  enjoy,  i^  fo  far  from  having  any 
refemblance,  that  it  is  en.tirely-  incQi>iiiifsnC 
with  it,   and  is  of  courfe  (deflroyefl.  ip  tb^ 
fame  degrees  that  the  Chriftian  life  grwys 
np  to  perfection.     This  is  a  matter  q£^  the 
greateft  moment,  as  in  effedl  all  the  eixc^ . 
and  miftakes  which  have  crept  into  eit;h^ 
the  theory  or  pradlice  of  Chriftianity,  owe 
their  being  to  mens  not  adverting   to  the 
true  nature  of  it.     And  though  I  ihould 
not  incline  to  repeat  what  has  been  alrea- 
dy faid,  it  muft  be  greatly  worth  while  to 
have  a  full  and  diftindl  view  of  it  in  the 
light  in  which  the  Apoftle  here  fets  it 
And  herCj 

I.  It  mufl  be  very  carefully  obferved^ 
that  this  a  p^rt  of  the  new  creation,  dif- 
tincfl  entirely,  and  different  from  the  old, 
in  all  the  ccnfequences  and  effedls  of  it. 
It  is  fo  particularly  to  the  Chriftian  him- 
felf ;  as  the  defign  of  it  is,  to  enter  him  in-' 
to  the  fpiritual  world  as  it  now  fubjfifts  in 
the  unchangeable  God,  who  is  thC:  veyy 
fubftance  ot  it,  "  without  either  variabkr 
"  nefs  or  fliadow  of  turning  ;  from  ever- 
"  lafting  to  everlafting  the  fame."  This 
13  notwithftan^ing  a  fvprldr^eaitirely  ne*r 
.  ■     '.  unto 
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unto  the  children  of  Adam,  who  arc  as 
much  llrahgcrs  to  it  as  if  it  had  no  being. 
Something  they  may  have  heard  about  it, 
as  thofe  who  live  in  Chriftian  countries 
certainly  mud  :   but  where  it  is  at  all  re- 
garded, it  is  but  like  the  reports  which  v/c 
hear  of  remote  countries  where  we  never 
were,  and  .are  never  like  to  be  ;  and  tho' 
we  fhould,  yet  the  places  and  inhabitants 
would  dill  be  new  to  us,  after  all  we  have 
heard  about  them.     Now  if  there  was  no 
more  to  diftinguifh  ChriUlanity  from  all 
pretenders  and  counterfeits,  this  would  do 
it  effedually,  that  Chriftians  arc  born  in- 
to this  new  world,   and  thus  become  new 
creatures ;  creatures  made  for  the  purpofe, 
every  way  fittejl  for  the  focicty,  the  bufi- 
nefs,  the  enjoyments,  and,  in  one  word, 
the  whole  way  of  living  there,  to  live  and 
enjoy  themfclves,   as  fpirits  ihould  do,  in 
Cod,  and  his  fulnefs  and  all-fufficlcncy. 
,   But  when  we  fay  the  ChrilHan.s  arc  a  part 
of  the  new  creation,  we  mean  fomctlung 
farther,  and  very  different  from  thi>;,  viz. 
that  they  are  dcfigned  to  be  the  inhcil/it- 
ants  of  that  new  world,   "  the  new  hca- 
*'  vcns  and  new  earth,"  which  we  look 
for,  aocordinjg:' W  lus  proftiife, '  wfien  the 

old, 


old,   tliofe  whidh  now  areV  mall  bJb  ^6* 
ftroyed;  ^*  when  the  hea veils  fhifl^pafs  an 
^'  way  with  a' 'great  noife^  anbf  thk  di^ 
**  ments  fliall  melt  with  fervent'  hckt^  fclicf 
"  earth  alfo  arid  the  works  tJiat  are  there-^ 
*'  in  Ihall  be  burnt  up,"   2  Pet.  iii.  10.  et 
feqq.    The  Apoftle  there,  you  will  bbfeirve, 
fpeaks  o£a  fort  of  fcoflPers  who  fliouldboine 
in  the  laft  days^   and,  building  6n  tHe  lin- 
interrupted  courfe  of  nature,  fhduld  fbof^' 
fingly   a{k,    "  Where  is,  tie  profmife  of 
*^  his  coming  ?"  arid  gives  this  as  the  rifeJ 
of  their  folly,   that  they  chufe  to  be  ig- 
norant of  what  God  had  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world  fo  fbleranly  and  public- 
ly declared,    that   the  very  moderii  Hea- 
thens were  not  ignorant  df  it,   that  tWs 
earth  once  deflroyed  by  water,*  was  re^er-^  . 
ved  to  a  fecond  and  final  deflrudlion  by- 
fire  ;   of  which  the  deftrudlion  of  Sodoni 
and  the  neighbouring  cities  was  a  fort   of 
prelude  and  example.     But  whether  men 
will  mind  it  or  not,   the  Lord  is  not  flack 
concerning   his    promife ;    the   tiihe   will 
certainly  come,  and  when  men  lead  loolc 
fpr  it, 

Poflibly  fpme  may  fay,  that  admitting 
thefe  t|iings  to  be  £q^  this  is  only  a  reno- 
vation 
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v^(ion  of|  zi^  things,  and  np  proper  crea-* 
tion;  from ,  whkh  they  will,  readily  infer, 
that  the  children  pf  Adam  need  not  be 
new  created,  but  only  renewed  in  their 
ininds ;  which  they  think  themfelves  great- 
ly countenanced  in  by  this  being  an  apo- 
ftolic  phrafe ;  and  that  it  is  generally  al- 
}qwed|  that  in,  regeneration  there  are  no 
new  faculties  given,  and  that  thofe  we 
have,  need  only  to  be  freed  from  their  na- 
tural corruption.  Thefe  things  have  been 
faid:  and  it  is  much  to  be  wilhed,  that 
when  men  fay,  or  take  up  the  fayings  of 
others,  they  underftood  what  they  fay. 
Renovation,  if  it  has  any  fenfe  at  all,  is 
making  a  thing  new  which  is '  waxed  old, 
^nd  worn  out.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  it  is 
making  a  new  univerfe  after  this  is  de- 
^royed.  If  (hey  pleafc  to  fay,  out  of  the 
ruins  of  ^his,  it  will  not  mend  the  matter^ 
It  will  require  the  f^me  power  that  created 
this,  -to.rcar  up  the  new  one  j  and  when  it 
is  done,  it  will  not  be  this.  The  inhabit- 
ants muft  be  fuited  to  it;  and  ere  they 
can  be  ib,  thefe  bodies  at  lead  mull  be 
deHvoytd:  and  what  odds  is  there  be- 
tween-that,  and  creating  man  at  firft  out 
pf  the  dujp:  of  t^^  As  to  tKe,metaT 

,  -.  /    ''  '^  phyfical 


cTeafifing  tlie      ,       ,      ,  ,  . 

niption,  wnat  is  it   they  call   lacultips  r 

erjE  ;theni;,>t]tiSC  isi:'CaBlic3*i(do.l?lji^t3iJie^ 
]fia«er9^are 'deigned  to  d(fifiifi'^oKtliis,i«jsw 
iulg,'-  thevifaah 'has,  powersy  aai.'  yfeediiA) 
tfeem  «€yi,'t'^The^tttoll  tbaticaM  tie'ioid'jflife 
idafl'M  M^  riatur*ifftate'}tf^^<tfeit;  hfe  ha^as 
crf^aci<y  '6f  'receiving  !ftic'h'^^^ttt?el^-'«4i^arfJ 
e^«i*  <5d» -Ih&ll-  fee  fit  to/%i^€f>ftla*>tll«nelJ 
arid'foii'e  would  haVebeen-5f  fe^?  Midsirfsi 
ffe'cVlltics'  at'  'ill.     Aiid'  if  'Wfc  •^iiif-  69\iP^W 
tKif  Stations"  arid  ■  c6n'ditl6ns- clf '  TCtah-^ft^' 
paMfe  dBwri'  tb  'tKife-timt^'  It -mm  # 
fSiind/tHat' he'neitH'ef'h^;  H^  'ibuld 
likve7  "''ilT^h'pdwei^  'as '  tHdfy  VV'^rfe'^mak^ 
iiig''?»1?f  =t1iat    ikV  'flich^'ife  'Mii-^^-^alti 
lify-'h'^^'  Jbr'-'tRe'  C!iHftiaft'-*ifb^  Jf?"tM 
fpifittiil  ¥Hd '•-;etemkl-'vfr\Drias  ;  "'dfeth  Siat 
theit^'i^*!  Julfir  a^' propeW*y^'Vi' '  netf '  cJH^wte 
of  -thVfoxil*iii'r^tAer^tfori^'  -ilS'^^'re'-^^olP 
the  ll%  at'-tfr^d  raifrealo^'i    "^m  m^^ 
ftajftxTe  is  the  lame;  b^at  the  life^    aiidaU 

thg 
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A^.vit^  ,p9jwers,  as  different  as  die  two 
worlds  wej  whicH  will^  I  hope,  appear 
very  evi^nt,  by  the  further  obferrations 
we  nave  p  make. 

'  2.  "liie  Chriflian  life  ftands  entirely,  in 
ttie  wlioie,  and  every  part  of  it,  in  the 
&ik  fci^ereign  grace  of  God  i  fo  that  there 
is'ncyrfiihg  left  for  die  Oiriftian,  but  to 
li>;^ejlndMsi^y  the  provision  made  for  him 
h^^Ms^^ifekvehly  Father.  This,  I  am  a-^ 
wjpp^  J#ill  ibund  very  oddiy  in  the  ears 
ofihofe  who  have/ anployed  their  whole 
tlme^and  labours  to  convert  religion  into 
a.£[Uit  of  fpiritual  drudgery;  by  which 
they  tmuft  either  earn  or  maintain  their  d- 
de  I  itoi  lettrnal  life,  and  recommend  them- 
ielves  to  the  great  fbvercign  of  the  uni- 
verfe  for  a  fuitable  reward.  But  we  muft 
ts^ke  our  xneafures,  not  from  them,  but  from 
t^te  account  God  himfelf  hath  given  of  it. 

i,)^d  here  it  is  to  be  minded,  that  I  do 
not  pitch  the  diftinguilhing  peculiarity  of 
the  Chriftian  life,  and  the  conftitutiori  of 
the  new  creature,  in  this,  that  it  is  found- 
e4  in  grace,  the  free  gift  of  the  creator, 
withou;  aivy  concurrence  or  co-operation 
of  the  cri^ature  at.  all.  That  it  has  in  com- 
mopL  ydth  eveiy^  created  thing ;  an4  we 

.^.Vft^.II,  Z  z  might 
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^aftighr  fay  the  faine  <|f  its  Qaaf^vatiQa  aqd 
fubfift^ae«  But  ev^i  here  there  is  fooie? 
taking  0i%gulaF  in  the  new  creittiaii^  that 
every  flep  that  is  taken  toward  it  falls  xin^ 
^er.the  creature's  obfenration.  And  there 
lie$  t^  proper  ufe  of  the  prefent  natural 
^{c^9i  mankind^  that  by  the  ienfe  and 
feeUfig  t]sey  have  of  their  prefent  bang, 
they  can  fed  themielves  dead  to  diie  Chri- 
itian  or  fpiritual  life,  and .  can  objferve, 
nay,  ^nd  adhially  fe^^  the  conception  and 
birth  of  the  new  creature,  and  perceive 
free  fovereign  grace  in  every  part;  much 
more  dill  ii^  the  prefervation  and  growtk 
of  it  toward  p€rfe6kion. 

And  there  it  is  that  the  fingularity  'of. 
the  divine  life  appears  moil  emin^iify, 
that  grace  runs  through  the  whole  6f  Ht^ 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  itt'**«py 
ftatibn  and  degree  of  advancenienf ,  -  in  tfie 
fupport  and  fuftenaiice,  and  ali  the  exterbi- 
its  and  aiflings  of  it.  Adam  even  in  piEi* 
radife  had  fome  employment  "in  thfr-^at- 
den,  but  fuch  as  was  in  fome  fortrtmakH 
gouir  to  the  Chriftian*sij  but  he  hadi  this 
life  in  his  own  hand,  andx  wascupba^chis 
good  behaviour,  and  therefore  coxdd  nevep 
be   perfedly  fecure  againft  the  iearst^of 

>  d?5ith. 
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iteath;  ^  In  ftiis^Hen'^ateiie  w«  bcufad, 
^irall  his  poftefityiaa^  to  dt  hk  Int^ad  iii 
the  fweat  of  his  biwi^s;  Bur  here  there  ib 
no  fuch  thing  r,theehriftiaii  life  is  of 
iuch  a  nature,  that  dn  the  verjr  conftitu-^ 
lion  of  the  new  nature,  he  (lands  botLnd 
^  flrongly  a$  what  we  call  inftindl  bihd§ 
the  brute  part  of  the  creation  to  their  jpar- 
dcular*  way  of  living ;  nay,  infinitely 
srorr  (Irongly  is  the  Ghrifiian  bound  by 
his  conftitution  >  to  live  purely  fey  graeei 
.  ^  The  whole  conftitutiojl  of  th^nfew  trea^ 
tion,  'SLod  particularly  this  part  of  it^;ii& 
founded  in  what  we  caU  very  juftly  the 
conftitution  of  grace.  This  is  die  rule  and 
rmeaftfftf/  'prwbat  we; may  call  tba  kw  of 
\tki  Hfiip.f reatipfi§  It  is  the  griant  of  wemal 
Hfeto  Dffaji;  and  fuch  are  the  prefent  cir- 
xumflai^ce^  pf  mankind,  that  all  have  been 
forced  to  adknowljsdg^)  ^^t  the  making 
of  fuchia  gratit  was  an  aft  of  .the  higheft 
grace..  I  may  dot  (land  to  enter  into  the 
^x^cretof:  appp€la«fifi<to&  inen  h*ve  had  a- 
baut  the  ftate(dfijhi&^  grant,  as;  it  is  held 
fdrthto  die  world  in  general;,  though  it 
.wtouldnotbe  hard  to  ihow,r  that  it,  car- 
ries, and,  by  the  natui-e  of  the  thing,  the 
conftithtioii.as  it  ftands  can  carry,  no  o- 
j.  Z  z  2  ther 
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efli^i  Mid  etemaIvBfott(^vcn^v  lUf  gfaflO 
is'fp'jnrcumftancMlytfhat  itf:nBh&^^  inip 
Tocable;  nay,  iiic  rerj^udXan'^rfbciffA 
intakes,  k  ib^<  otherwHeritr  mnoBldindt  ^mB  e* 
tcn»a]i'lifcb-.  JL^know.wlxit  kimnnbenofiila 
lyi  things  haTcbeen  .fi|id>abQiitJ2i>i 
Ucnat  ^gruity  and  a  ftlte  of:  pfi^Ubaiicm^r -aod 
the  neceflity  of  k«epui^  mcftliikcfter^ 
hell)  to  mflJ^e  them  careful  and^dUigemikk 
all  the  ex^ciies  and  duties  of  iWhkt  ibif 
call  holinefs*  .  Had  they  knovrtt  ithei^ift 
pf  God,  aad  in  whoie  hand  the  exeontNta 
of  the  grant  is  lodged,  they  would  Mire 
found  themfelves  infinitely  better  fecured, 
and  infinitely  better  fecurity  taken  again^ 
any  unrighteous  thing  entering  the  :>i]N9^ 
Jerufalem.     The   grant  itfelf  carries. ^^ 
only,  life   abftradlly  coniider^d,    hut  ^hi^ 
provided  with  all  things  neceflary  for-  its 
prefer vation,  fuflenance,  aj^  growth^T^rllP 
its  proper  perfcclion,  ^nd  fecur^ragai^ft 
all  events  .that  pan  poflibly,  happen.    ,  And 
as. the  fulnefsoflifc.is  lodged M  the  Jisttiifc 
of  him  who  has  all  pow^r  i^  h^^v^  ^qd 

earth. 


«irdiii  ^^aad  every  i&yjii&iMis  'eniM(h<d>ibeKb 
'Qoinmit^<to)hha;^  to  be  rsiHed' u^ik^bts^ 
1dbttt>f»^^cnd  Hy^laaay^ut  nnder  the^ke^^ 
i»^.ofidie-Spniii.^ttid|iN(>i47er  of  dielivifiig 
Qodv  d^veiy'Spanr^lyi'^rhkli  he  ]bre^f 
whtt  robm^^is  thejrerleftfor  fuCh  infignifi^ 
cant  fupi>lemaits:? ' '  ~  "*  »•>-  ■-•^-iv 
.  Bvtt  there  is  anathet  vtev^  which  puts^^ 
matter  out  of  all  difpuee  :  By  the  tbnov  lof 
the  conftitution.  of  gi^ace,  £3iriftiam,  diit  ie|  , 
fevery  one  vtfhs  is  tfdif ^  oit^ed  intehGhrift^ 
are  ^i  of i them  chil^eaof  God  through 
himi;  lobbmore'fervants  but  fons;  **  and 
**-if  diildren,  then  heirs,  heirs  of  Gci^ 
^i;and  joint  heirs  with  thrift.**  Thus'i* 
idwi'yshericaihoefeeured :  •  and  though  thfej/- 
«a«ifi^ob'  MVe  i'rfe"  in  themfelves;  '«hey  haV6 
«!i^hW#  ii<»^'«o4t,  the  neaiieft'a  ^rdirtft^  ■ 
iktt«g6,'ia^iHiV/'  an  heii^'i  tidey  aii(f% 
^ftjigifi'tlwt^ismd^  them  6f  the  finrit'of 
lbtts,-'«ithe^-%;'Abbav  Father i^'^fii'«& 
Ibiok*^'  hfe(i^W^'*heii:^'l)brtion  atid  fiifte- 
rianWi  iis^fe^iia-iii-iiik  toeW'K:^tift 
dpe^l  3  '^AiM ''  hKJwj'-*  -tirTia't'  hate' tKfey  ?  ' '4hat 
bAh' afcy^hkVfe»U'ti6  rfi^/  1)^it6ll^e'  aild 
fettjby  the'J>w4ifii5iil^t!ieirhea^fenfy  Father 
ihakes  ifei^'tb'dtil ?'  ^Is  this  thBi=  bufiriefs  ? 
topiarc'the^  to  P'dmboufj' under  pretext 
.'''-''  of 
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Fatlier*$  hands  h^  5  Th«  rffieA  jrixo  rCaifcfiiid 

in  tliei^  heart^'SQ^  e&ba^ftij&nftiih  rimagm» 

tibiis,' 'plaf&ly  decteft  th^^tfw^ilft^gi-jqsittfci 

not  fons/  T4fc€f  ill^ti^^-Otomiiiahd^ 

together,  and  'thefe,*  »  ^fce  i£itv^Y^  tsdde  in 

airautiefc,  they  ftif^dorraore  tHaniMsnoM 

gencfalt,   to  keep  >tloft  byj  (their  JFsdnr'i 

houfe,  and  to  maaacidbelbqftiotrtitB  fjitaiti* 

fion  he  has  there  matle'focthetnf'^^or  Ihorfe 

ly,  to  live  by  his  grace,  and^thrmeans 

^hich  aire  neceffary  to  their  droingrfo. .  iButj 

3.  The  tenor  by  which  «he  *Ghrifti^ 

ll6ld§  his  life^  his  ftandingv  iftnd"  all*  that 

belongs  to  it,   is  abfolutely^  peculiar.    I 

waii  obfervitog  the  general  tenor,  the  grant 

bf^^ade;  but  it  i&  fo  qualified,  that  no 

one  Ghriftian  fhall  hold  by  it,  or  have  a^ 

ny  preteitfions  in  his  ol^n  right,'' but  by 

Jefiis  Ghrift ;   by  his   right,   and'  undet 

him," '  as  the  head  of  the  xvhole  body.    ^ 

We  have  already  obferved  how  he 
Hands  in  th?%rerrid  cbiinfels  ■  <yf  God  in^ 
Vefted  SKrith  tWcharatftdf  of  ia  Jftiblfc  per* 
fdn,  reprdfentittg  His  v^hole  feed,  as  the  fifft 
Adam  (iid  hi6  in  ^fche  firft'  crdltidh;  recei- 
ving' knd  fulflUirig  the  tferms  of  eternal 

•  •      Ufe 
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lifer  for  xbsstDtumA  eL0C9sAmg\j\  fQQci^ng» 
not  only,  tiie  gram  of  eternal- ^lc,  but  the 
&lnafs  of  it^  from  the  Father^  hnndi  to 
be  conveyed iisind  made  over  to  them  m 
the  proper  time  and  wty.  Upon  thi?  q^ 
bedience  of  his  the  grant  is  founded;  and 
in  this  way»alon^  i»  it  lawful  for  aay  to 
claim'  i&.  To  poretend  to  life  in  any;  othcp 
maunder,  is  equivalent  to  a  refufal,  and  a 
refufail  cArrying  dhe  moUt  injurious  infinu^ 
atioiit  agsunft  the  wifiiom  or  goodnefs  of 
the  contrivance  9  and  that  themfelves  are 
vrifer,  Tjtnd  can  preferibje  what  becomes 
the  governor  of  the  univierfe^  and  how 
fufih  l&i  crcatm^eas  man  is  ought  to.  \>q 
treated^  better  than  he.  < 

ri  Jt:,i&[  hwdly  imaginable  jhaw  |hc  ppr-^ 
vflrfeaefs  of  t^he  heart  of  man,  can  be  .more 
glaringly  difplayed*  <3(r  caj]rie4  to,  3^|g^^?» 
er  height }' ^8  this  way  is  not;  jnipre^^^dj^ 
f4?|:^nt  ft;9^  alliot^er  ways  of  Jio^jdip^^Kfe, 
than  it'W  finguUr^iikits  excetHeUiCy,  in^.^^ 
the  vj^eiys  th^itc^j^be  taken  of  it,  Wph^ve 
Lad[9^^^^wi  t9hpl>f?rve^  how  prcca^^^^i^ 
allrfCrenfjire-h^Jldi^gs  .u^rturally  ^re^  ^s^d 
paBticularl5?^thpJ^,  :l(rl^cl^4%p4:^pp?5^^ej^^ 

Ail!  '  ftate 
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ftate  they  can,  be  in.  The  only  (ecurity  is 
an  irreveifible  grant  by  the  mere  grace  of 
the  creator.  Tbis  is  the  prefent  cafe ;  but 
with  this  fuperadded  advantage,  that  it  is 
eftablifhed  on  a  foundation  that  ftands 
flxong  as  the  Deity  irfclf ;  fealed  by  the 
Son  of  God's  obedience  unto  the  death, 
and  further  fealed  by  his  refurredUon,  and 
the  glory  that  followed,  and  his  enteringup? 
on  the  poffeflion  of  it,  as  he  has  done,  with 
all  power  and  authority  both  in  heaven  and 
earth  in  his  hand;  with  this  exprefs  order 
of  heaven,  that  all  men  ihoidd  honour  him, 
even  as  they  do  the  Father.  There  can 
be  no  exception  taken  againft  it  but  one^ 
that' it  is  below  the  dignity  of  the  human 
nature  for  a  man  to  be  obliged  to  any  but 
himfelf ;  and  even  to  hold  of  him  who.is 
the  head  of  principalities  and  powas, 
But, 

4.  As  this  is  in  truth  the  higheft  ho^r 
nour  and  dignity  man  can  be  exalted  to, 
as  well  as  his  only  fecurity  ;  fo  it  is  at^ 
tended  with  another  peculiar  diftinguifh-? 
ing  fingularity,  which  carries  the  Chii-* 
ftian*s  life  as  high  as  a  creature  poffibly 
can  be,  and  brings  him  fo  near  Gody  that 
nothing  intervenes  but  Jefus  CJhrift,  die 

^  "     '  -  bona 


-i^bffy^s  hqsp.  always  treate^j^s  3,  moft, 
UiH8tay^ilj.le^^^yfte^)r  by.  thp,  ifteq^  of  ^t^^j 


097^^  tc»;^ei)a,iiCa3qi|»ft,b(J:j  apd  fq^Si^pi^^ 
the  life  they  now  live  be/  were  they^^g 

i>»*«*fe^r%^9ft.pijpp,i;o.^t^,% 
thfinkicj$ao^5f  %»RHf#  ^.-^ha|?  ic^jis.ir^ejr 

iii|H&l»iJf*t.J#i^l^vfl.;3^^ev^;;f,j)V^f;^jh^^; 

iijll^  that  he  can  give  his  Spirit  in  what 
Vol.  II.  3  A  meafure. 
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meafure,  and  in  what  maaner,  he  fees  fit, 
for   aafweriiig   the   parpofes    which    the 
creature  thus  formed   is  defigaed  to  an- 
fwer.     He  can  fay,  there  is  no  conceiva- 
ble way  how  a  created  fpirit  which  has 
not,  cannot  hare,  Ufe  in  itfelf,   can  live, 
but  by  the  Spirit  of  God  thus  uniting 
with  it :   and  he  can  fay  further,   that  he 
has,  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift,  not  on- 
ly an  example,  but  an  illulbration  ande- 
vidence.  at  once,   as  feniible  as  the  nature 
of  the  thing  will  admit.     And  if  any  one 
will  fay,  how  Chrift  is  united  to  the  Fa- 
ther ?  how  his  Spirit  dwells  in  hina  in  all 
his  fulnefs  ?  how  the  man  Jefiis  lives  by  the 
Father,  and  the  Father  lives  in  him  ?  he  will 
find  there  a  full  anfwer  to  his  queftion. 
How  Chrift  can  live  in  the  Chriftian  ?  and 
how  the  Chriftian  can  live  by  liis  life  ?  Thus 
our  Lord  ftates  the  end  and  defign  of  his 
undlion,  and   all   that  followed  upon  it, 
John  xvii.  "  That  they  all  may  be  one,  as 
"  thou.  Father,  art  in  me,  and  1  in  thee; 
"  that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us."   And, 
*'  I  have  given  them  the  glory  which  thou 
*'  gaveft  me ;  tliat  they  may  be  one,  as  we 
**  are  one.     I  in  them,   and  thou  in  mc, 
**  that  they  may  be  made  perfedl  in  one.*' 

Words 
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Words  cannot  be  framed  ftronger  to  ex- 
prefs  the  perfedlion  of  the  Chriftian  flate, 
and  that  aftonifliing  exaltation  of  the  hu- 
man nature  in  Chrift  Jefus:  God  is  in 
Chrift,  Chrifl  is  in  the  Chriftian  j  and  a- 
gain,  the  Chriftian  is  in  Chrift,  and  Chrift 
in  the  Father.  There  is  the  union  between 
God  and  them,  and  an  indiflbluble  peace, 
gind  inviolable  connexion,  fixed  between 
God  and  them,  by  the  mediation  of  Chrift,* 
the  great  bond  of  the  union.  God  lives, 
in  Chrift,  Chrift  lives  in  the  Chriftian; 
thus  the  Spirit  of  God  dejfcends  in  the 
fame  channel.  Again,  the,  Chriftian  lives. 
in  Chrift,  by  partaking  of  his  Spirit,  as 
Chrift  lives  in  the  Father,  by  the  fulnefs 
of  his  Spirit  abiding  in  him ;  and  thus 
God  lives  in  the  Chriftian,  and  the  Chri- 
ftian in  him,  by  the  fame  means,  Jefus 
Chrift.     And  hence, 

5.  Arifes  another  diftinguifliing  pecu- 
liarity in  the  Chriftian  life,  viz.  a  lingular 
fpirit.  By  fpirit,  I  need  not  fay,  we  hero 
mean,  the  immediate  refult  of  the  Chri- 
ftian's  union  \*^ith  Chrift,  and  his  Spirit 
uniting  with  theirs,  in  the  conftitution  of 
the  new  creature ;  and  which  the  Apoftlc 
very  juftly  calls  **  the  fame  mind  which 
3  A  2  **  was 


i 
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*^  was  in  Jefus  Chrift."  The  fame  views 
of  things,  the  fame  fentiments,  the  fame 
{late  of  the  afFedtions  and  paflions  ;  that 
is,  in  one  word,  a  temper  and  difpofition 
•every  way  liich  as  Chrift's  was ;  and  which 
will  eafily  appear  to  be  the  native  an4  ne- 
ceflary  confequence  of  Iharing  of  his  Spi^ 
rit  and  life. 

As  the  firft  office  of  the  promi£cd  Spirit  is 
to  lead  into  all  truth,  John  xvi.  1 3.  and  that, 
by  taking  of  Chrift's,  and  fhewing  unto 
them ;   fo  here  is  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  whole  Chriftian  life,  on  the  difcovery 
of  the  truth  and  reality,  and  at  the  fame 
time  of  the  worth  and  excellency  of  eter- 
nal and  unfeen  things ;   which,  of  courfe, 
difcovers  the  true  nature,   that  is,  the  va- 
nity and  emptinefs  of  fuch  as  are  prefent 
and  perifliing.     The  blindnefs,   and  con- 
fequent  error  and  folly  of .  the  children  of 
Adam  is  cured ;  and  by  feeing  things  in 
the  fame  unerring  light  our   Lord   did, 
they  are  led  into  the  refrelhing  light  of 
divine  wifdom. 

It  is  by  theffe  the  heart  is  formed  into 
fui table  fentiments,  and  all  the  affedlions 
and  paffions  duly  poifed  and  balanced, 
\inder  th?  inflvience  of  the  Spirt  of  tqith. 
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They  value  and  defpife,  love  and  hate, 
purfue  and  avoid;  things,  not  by  caprice 
or  cuftoniy  as  the  general  way  of  thfe  world 
is,  but  on  the^taOiWfing  fiieailireB  of  ^ 
vine  truth;  a  thittgin  Vaiia  attempted  by 
the  greateft  matters  of  morality.  Stran- 
gers as  they  wer8  to  the  fyfteto  ,  of  truth, 
the  weak  glimmerings  they  had  of  fome 
fmall twigs  of  it,  were  by  much  too  weak, 
to  anfwer  any  good  purpofe  in  minds  {o 
ftrongly  biafTed  to  a  prefcnt  world,  ^lia 
fufceptible  of  impreffions  made  on  their 
feeble  frame. 

It  will  eafily  appear,'  from  this  ftate  of 
their  fentiments  ^nd  aflfedlions,  that  the 
Chriftian  fpirit  and  temper  mutt  not  only 
be  different  from,  but  direcftly  contrary  to, 
the  fpirit  of  this  world.  Our  Lord  appear- 
ed fo  on  all  occafions ;  and  thofe  who  are 
indeed  his  followers  are  fo  much  fo^  that 
the  Apoftle  tells  us,  the  men  of  the  world 
wonder  what  they  mean.  And  indeed 
there  is  fo  much  of  a  myftery  in  it,  that 
thofe  who  are  not  upon  the  fecret,  who 
cannot  etiter  into  their  fentiments,  think 
them  made  up  of  contradidions.  The 
dcepeft  humility  and  felf-abafement,  the 
jnoft  thorough  refignation  to  the  divine 

'  vtilL 
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will,  and  its  native  fruit,  a  chearfiil  ac- 
quicfcence  in  whatever  Providence  lays 
to  their  hand,  appear  to  the  undifcem- 
ing  world  certain  indications  of  a  mean, 
low,  grovelling,  fpirit,  incapable  of  any 
high  aims  or  atchievements.  But  the 
fame  principle  of  truth  that  makes  them 
fo  humble  and  lowly,  raifes  them  to  the 
moil  tranfcendent  greatnefs  of  mind. 
What  the  men  of  the  world  are  fo  mad  up- 
on, the  pleafures,  the  power,  the  crowns 
and  fceptres  themfdves,  the  higheft  prizes, 
they  look  upon  as  greatly  below  them, 
and  fo  utterly  unworthy  of  their  notice, 
that  none  of  theie  things  can  move  thenu 
And  at  the  fame  time  that  they  are  fo  dif- 
fident of  themfelves,  that  they  will  not 
dare,  nor  pretend,  to  (land  againft  the 
leaft  temptation ;  yet  are  they  pofleffed  of 
fuch  exalted  courage  and  refolution,  that 
not  all  the  powers  of  hell  and  earth  uni- 
*ted  can  frighten  them  out  of  their  way. 
The  fecret  of  all  is,  they  fee  that  thefe, 
and  all  their  power,  are  but  baubles  and 
bugbears,  empty  appearances,  without  a- 
ny  folidity.  They  have  infinitely  higher 
aims  and  profpefts;  an  inheritance  per^ 
fe^y  full,    fecured  to  them  in  Chrift, 

There 
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There  thty  reft ;  and  that  fets  them  above 
the  reach  of  every  creature.  They  have 
nothing  to  be  proud  of,  becaufe  they  live 
only  by  grace ;  and  yet  are  fo  fenfible  of 
the  dignity  of  their  ftation,  that  they  very 
juftly  defpife  every  thing  elfe.  And  upon 
the  fame  foundation  we  might, 

6.  Proceed  to  obferve  the  diftinguifliing 
Angularity  of  the  Chriftian   life,    in  the 
whole  condudl  and  duties  of  it ;  and  even 
draw  out,   upon  this  view  of  it,   as  Chri/i 
living  in  thenty  a  complete  Chriftian  di- 
redlory,  from   the  firft  fundamental  adl- 
ings  of  it  in  faith,   through  its  immediate 
fruit,  love  to  God  in  Chrift^  extended  to 
all  that  are  in  him;   and  thence  through 
all  the  duties  and  exercifes  of  love,  in  all 
the  branches  of  righteoiffiiefs  and  holinefs, 
leading  on  the  Chriftian,  and  landing  him 
in  a  perfedl  conformity  unto  his  glorious 
head;   abiding  in  him,   and  "  walking  as 
*'  he  walked."     But  as   we  have  the  life 
of  faith  yet  before  us  in  the  following 
claufe,   we  ftiall  lay  no  more  of  it  here, 
but  conclude  this  branch  of  the  fubjedl 
with  reminding  you,   that  to  have  Chrift 
living,  in  us  is  the   only  thing  that  can 
make  a  Chrifliaii.     Let  us.djiejrefore  ftudy 

it 
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it  car^JFully,  ^  and  never  latisly  diiiferves, 
vn^uto^h^ti^  we  are  planted  into  tiV 
refurre(9:ion  as  well  as  his  ^eath/  Aidfr 
that  we  never  can  be'  '  imtTT  we  find'  Wi 
pt>wer  and  f  fficacy  of  ^his  Spirit  and  lift' 
forming  us  into  the  fame  image.  '*'    '  ^ 

■i)  I  s  s  E  R  T  A  r  Il3  i^'  ^ttt.  ^ 

Jnd  the  life  hvhich  I  now  lwe0i  tkei)fi^ 
'  /  live  by  the  faith  of  fhe'Sim  Xjf  QoA.-i^'^ 

Hitherto  we  have  cbrifidered  the'Ci/?- 
ftian  life,  in  relitioh  to  the  way  fe^' 
wfixch  the  children  of  Adam  have  an,:eff- 
trance  into  it,  by  partaHng  in  the  Juffer- 
ings  of  Chrift,  and  being  made  conJorm- 
abl^  unto  his  death  j  and  alfo  with.  regarSt 
to  .the  diftinguifhing  nature  of  tljiaj;  me 
tfhey  ©liter  upon,  by  being  ?ttade  Goeform* 
able  ^nto -liis  refurrecSion.  Butipipnff 
9&  aayrrenmaut  of  Adam  \my^^  ?ibpvit  us*, 
particularly  th^fe  bodies  we^  derive  \^f9^ 
him,  itf  that  fjtofe  connc^Qii^^^ 
with  our  fpicitft,.  ttheilife  o£Ch|-fftfc*n  nejj 
ver  b^»pcifeft*dftia?  >i&ii  ^jrlitich  .occafiogj 
thtft  conflid  we  fin<i|^inted  out|i  a^^^I- 

ways 
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ways  fiippofed  in  the  New  Teftaincnt,  be- 
tween the  flefh  lufting  againft  the  Spirit, 
and  the  Spirit  againft  the  flefh.  Thefe 
m^e  the  old  and  new  man,  and  their  rc- 
Ipedlive  deeds. 

But  as  the  Apoftle's  rule  holds  univ^r- 
fally,  "  While  one  is  at  home  in  the  bo~ 
^*  dy,  he  is  abfent  from  the  Lord  ;**  it  is 
in  vain  to  look  for  the  perfecflion  of  the 
Chriftian  life  in  a  prefent  world.  The 
way  of  living  in  and  out  of  the  body,  the 
diftance  we  are  held  in  from  Chrift,  and 
the  glory  of  the  fpiritual  world,  by  that 
flelh  we  carry  about  with  us,  and  the  fee- 
ing him  fac^  to  face,  muft  be  entirely  diff 
ferent.   . 

This  is  what  the  Apoftle ,  here  obferves 
of  himlelf.  Though  Cbrifi  Iwed  in  him^ 
(and  indeed  it  was  only  by  his  living,  in 
Him  that  he  lived  at  all,  now  that  he  was 
crucified  with  Chrijl)^  yet  he  lived  this  life 
in  the  flejh;  that  is,  in  the  body  he  derived 
from  the  firft  Adam ;  whereby  he  ftill 
continued  to  have  fome  connedtion  with 
Adam's  world.  But  though  he  could  not 
live  at  prefent  as  thofe  will  do  who  fliall 
be  raifed  up  with  fpiritual  and  inconnpti-' 
ble  bodie3  at  Chrift's  fecond  comings  bo*- 

Vol.  11-  S  B  dies 
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4ies  CTory  way  fitted  for  the  worid  they 
then  enter  upon ;  nor  even  as  the  fpirits 
of  juft  men  made  perfedl  do,  when  reW*- 
fed  from  their  connections  with  a  prefent 
evil  world;  yet,  while  he  lived  in  the 
flefh,  and  to  all  outward  appearance  as  o- 
ther  men  do,  he  warred  not  aftcf  the 
flefli,  but  adled  by  an  inward  unfecn 
principle :  He  lived  by  the  faith  of  the  Sm 
of  God:  . 

And  as  the  Apoftle  places  this  principle 
in  a  double  oppoiition,  to  fenfe  on  the  one 
hand,  ^  by  which  natural  men  live  in  this 
world ;  and  to  ftght  on  the  other  hand, 
the  way  of  living  in  the  neigt;  he  givps  us 
a  good  hint,  or  rather  a  fair  illu{b:*ation, 
of  the  nature  of  it.  Faith  is  the  principle 
of  fpifitual  adlivity  in  the  life  which  the 
Chriftian  lives  in  this  world ;  and  anfwers 
the  fame  purpofes  precifely  that  fenfe  does 
in  the  children  of  Adam  naturally,  and 
that  ftght ^  or  the  fenfes  of  the  new  crea-- 
ture  perfected  by  the  relurredlion,  fhall  do 
in  the  world  to  come.  And  as  thefe  ferve , 
mainly,  or  we  may  fay  only,  to  bring  fuch 
fadls  as  we  have  any  concern  in  under  oup 
obfervation,  with  their  circumftances,  and 
relations  to  other  things  we  we  conneded 

with| 
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with,  this  leads  us  to  confider  faith  in  the 
fame  view.  And  fo  the  Apoftle  defcribes 
it  to  us,  Heb.  xi.  i.  "  Faith  is  the  evi- 
'V  dence  of  things  not  feen^  and  the  fcib- 
**  fiance  of  things  hoped  for/*  So  our 
tranflators  render  it ;  and  thus  the  caie 
really  ftands.  The  things  the  Chriftian 
has  to  do  with,  are  cither  liich  as  though 
they  have  a  real  being,  yet  are  in  their 
<iature  invifible,  and  do  not  fall  under  the 
cognifance  of  any  of  our  lenfes ;  and  jfuch 
is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  fpiritual  world ; 
or  fuch  as  have  no  fubfiftence  as  yet ^  but 
are  to  be  brought  into  being  in  their  pro- 
per time }  which  will  be  the  ftate  of  the 
new  creation  when  this  world  ihall  have 
aaend-  Now,  faith  is  the  evidence,  the 
demonftration,  or  what  gives  the  certain 
aflurance,  of  the  truth  and  reality  of  the 
fpiritual  worlds  and  brings  it  under  our 
pbfervation  and  cognifance  with  as  much 
certainty  as  if  wc  faw  it  with  our  eyes  j 
and  though  the  things  of  the  worl4.  to 
come  ar^only  objedls > of  hope^  yet  faith 
j;ives;thesa4fubiiftence,  a  real  ftanding  in 
our  Q^)iervation  and  regard,,  as  much  as 
if  they  werexeally  prefent.^  / 
y  It  jpMj.  be;faid,:,  That  oot  naturai  fife  is 
Oi  -  3  B  2  injurioufly 
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iajurioiifly  deg^ded»  when  it  is  xeprefiantid 
fis  fta^ding  entirely:  in  fenfe  4  wheireas  jthe»^ 
is  a.  far  mpre  nohle  pripiciple,  that  of  reafoi;!^ 
cqv^Uy  natiiral,  to  man.     It  ..is  ib  m^eed% 
and  ,ir  is  .the  diiiinguiihing  chara<5leri^ 
of  the  human  liife,  whether  we  coi^idsr 
tl^e  ,man  as  in  Adam  or  in  Chrift ;  and  k 
has  much,   we  may  fay  altpgetfayer^-  t^ 
fame  province,  and  anfwers  the  fame, .  or 
analogous,  that, is,  (imilar  purpoies,  bodb» 
in  the  natural  and  fpiritual  life^     But;^t 
is  by  no  means  to  difcover  new  faifls  thirt; 
were  not  brought  under  our  ohiervatiott 
by  fenfe  or  faith;  its  fole  bufineis  is;  tn 
improve  the  notions  given  by  them  to  fdw^ 
beft  advantage,,  and  apply  them  tr>  their 
proper  purpofes,  which  it  does  in  a  varictp 
tyof  methods,  too  many  fo  much  as  to 
be  .enumerated  here.  ,  .      .  i  :  lu 

And  here  it  is  to  be  obfeired,;  that  iwrg 
have,  even  in  the  natural  life^  iubfiili^ 
as  it  does  upon  fenfe,  a  pretty  ftrong,  » 
mage  of  the  Chriftian's  way  of  living^iliy 
faith.  There  are  but  a  few  things  dbajS.^tJJ 
(Uredlly  imder  our  obfervatioi^^  confine^iSMI^ 
we  are  to  a  very  finall  fpot  of  a^*th»-^  itS$ 
information,  and  the  report  of  ^wjiat  .<}tl^ei? 
menJiiiave  obferved^  tb^t  w^  fl^a4i:^liig^ 
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w  fimby  fer  the  gftateftpatt  of  the  fifb, 
or  knowledge  we  have  of  things  j;  eVtafiich 
as  wir  worldly  interefts  have '  thfc  ^eateft 
depehdeniCe  oil:  It  is  on  the  faith  of  thefe 
men  live  and  ciiriy  on  their  greateft  and 
moft  momentous  bufincfs,  which  them- 
felves  haVe  no  experience  of^  until  they 
try  them  firft  on  the  credit  of  odier  men. 

It  is  not  rcfufed  by  any  perfon,  that 
♦the  teftimony  of  God  is  infinitely  greater 
than  that  of  men ;  and  tlie  thing  is  fo  ob- 
vious, that  it  is  extremely  aftonifhing  to 
find  it  fb  little  regarded.  Biit  we  may  lay 
it  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  it  will  be 
juft  as  much  regarded  as  God  himfelf  is ; 
and  whenever  the  thing  comes  to  be  foen 
as  it  is,  fomething  of  Atheifin  will  always 
be  found  at-  the  root  of  infidelity;'  and 
that  thefe  two  always  go  hand  in  hand] 
This,  I  am  aware,  will  be  conftrued  a  ve- 
ry uncharitable  ceniure  by  numbers  df 
meo.  They  have  been,  inftrudled  to  de- 
lude themfelves,  very  plaufibly,  with  a 
pretended  want  df  evidence,  that  the  fcrip- 
turfes  we' have  are  indeed  a  divine  recb&rd. 
The  evidefice  Is  is  full  in  the  view  of  rea- 
fon  as  die"  fubje(ft  can  admit  of:  and  one 
jQiay  diefy  ti^B^inbfti^ 
«^  '  pitch 
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pitch  upon  any  one  partkmlar  dung  dun 
can  be  added  tx>  what  we  have ;  unlefe  it 
be,  that  the  revelation  is  not  (made,  widi 
all  the  advantages  it  luis,  to  every  putt* 
cular.  perfon.  This  ^vill  be  allowed  by 
men  of  reaibn  to  be  a  verj  unreaibnabl; 
demand ;  and  yet  one  may  venture  to  fay, 
that  even  this  demand  is  not  io  little  com- 
plied with  as  is  commonly  deemed. 

We  have  had  occafion  oftener  than  onct 
to  obferve  upon  the  natural  ftate  of  man-^ 
kind^  that  the  mere  children  of  Adam 
want  the  Spirit,  (the  life  and  powers  to 
difcem  and  apprehend  fpiritual  things)^ 
which  is  only  given  in  Chr^  Jeflis.  lif 
this  be  die  cafe,  and  every  man  who  ais 
tempts  it  mud  feel  in  himfelf  that  it  is, 
**  That  the  natural  man  recdveth  not  the 
**  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  neither 
can  he  know  them,  becaufe  they  are 
fpiritually  difcemed;''  fuch  men  can 
be  no  judges  of  what  is,  and  what  is  not 
a  divine  teftimony:  nor  is  there  any  way 
but.  one  of  attaining  a  capacity  of  jud-- 
ging;  namely,  that  they  put  themfelves 
under  his  inlbruclion  and  direction  whp 
has  die  giving  of  the  Spirit.  This  i$  tjb; 
wii/ofGody  which,  as  Gjbjri£b^im£^ 
i  ;r«  declared. 
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declared,  whofoever  fhall  be  willing  to 
fubmit  tx>,  fliall  know  of  his  dodlrine 
whether  it  be  of  God^  John  vii.  17.  They 
muft  therefore  ad  very  prepofteroufly,  who 
Cbmplain  of  want  of  evidence,  and  yet  re- 
fufc  to  put  themfelves  into  the  only  fitua- 
tion  in  which  this  evidence  is  to  be  feen. 
It  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  that  they  will  not 
believe  this  to  be  the  record  of  God,  un- 
iefs  fome  part  of  it  is  notorioufly  falfe. 

This,  I  am  aware,  will  be  looked  upon 
as  a  very  prepofterous  proceeding  by  ma* 
ny ;  that  they  flxould  comply  with  the  in* 
tention  of  the  teftimony  before  they  can 
be  fure  that  it  is  either  true  in  itfelf,  or 
the  witnefs  of  the  God  of  truth  :  and  yet 
it  is  no  more  than  men  do  in  numberlefs 
cafes,  where  they  have  not  any  grounds 
of  aflurance  comparable  to  what  they 
have  in  this  cafe*  There  are  multitudes 
of  inftaiices  where  there  is  no  way  of 
knowing  whether  the  teftimony  of  weak 
fallible  man  is  true  but  by  trying ;  which 
neverthelefs  they  do  without  any  fcruple 
at  all.  And  yet  it  may  be  allowed,  that 
there  would  have  been  fome  colour  in  the 
allegation,  if  our  Lord  had  not  proved 
Jus  divhie  million  by  crcrf  evidence .  that 
^      '  could 
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could  be  giyen  of  it^   and  £bme  whiGh 
would  never  have  ehtjaredany  matidsiMhead 
to  look  aft^r;   ftitii'  aS;  'hi*  wiurraai(m 
from  die  dead,  aitoi^  fending  tite  'Hoiy  Spi- 
rit, according 'to  itfe  Iproimife,  in  <b  fenr 
ble  a  mannei^,  oii  Ins  difciples  and  follow- 
ers;    But,  ^  after  ^,  we  are  aflured^  that 
**  no  man  i;*^ill  come  to  Chrift,  unlefs  the 
**  Father  who  hath  fent  him  draw  him.** 
This,  one  will  fay,^  is  railing  a  greater 
difficulty  :   for  if  that  be  thc^d^fe^  it  is  in 
vain  to  attempt  putting  ourfelves  in  a  pro- 
per pofition  for  feeing  the  eyidenjce ;  and 
**  why  doth  he  yet  find  fault,**  when  he 
does  not  <iraw  us,   and  we  cannot  come 
without  it  ?     I  might  obferve,  in  anfwer 
to  this,  that  it  is  not  faid,  ho  man  can^ 
but  that  no  man  wi//,  or  does  adlually, 
come,   unlefs  he  is   drawn :    and  if  the 
fault  lies  in  our  own  will,  we  have  npne 
to  blame  but  ourfelves.     This  indeed  is 
always  the  cafe. where  men  do  not  comply 
with  the  divine  order ;  but  I  dare  nptfay 
it  is  the  whole  cafe.  "Faith  is  not  of  our- 
"  felves,  it  is  the  gift  of  Qod  ;**  and  in  truth 
as  hard  a  tajDk  as>  to  keep  the  whole  law. 
It  is  a  lefFon  haughty  man  wants  much  to 
be  taught,  ^*  that  of  themfelvei  they  can 

^*  dQ 
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W>iAy' riMhitt^}-  and; yet  it  h -z  hiffon 
^kich  even  ivatnre  itself  mighj:  teach  us, 
if.  ire  TYO&ld  but  try  what  we  caa  do,  and 
be^'iftftriMle^t  by -experieace.  And  if  this 
dotk  nS&t  iatisfy  ms  rof  the  abfolute  neceflir 
ty.<)f  .diyJine.afliftance,  and  determine  uai 
tp4eny  aurftlyes,  and  Uvefoldy  by  grace, 
W:f  are  .unfair. reafoners,  and  yet  niore 
unf^iX  pvai^itiaaers.  Vain  is  the  pretepce 
ojf  jfiAcerity,  .and  doing  what  we  can,  if 
Y^^  flo  not. take  all  the  help  that  any  how 
can  be  had. 

,  And  thus  much  of  fiith  in  general, 
jumy  called  the  foundation  of  a  CKriftian 
life.  But  the  Apoftle  fpeaks  of  it  hdre  in  a 
particular  view,  the  faith  of  theSonttf  Gods 
r<J^ot  as  if  that  either  excluded,  or  cbiild  be 
fej^arated  from  faith,  in  the  nwft  compre- 
hcfifive  fenfe  it  can  be  taken  iti;'fb  fill* 
ffoin  it,  "that  ^s  the  whole  record  of  God 

cefiti'cs  and  united  in  Chrift.the  faith  whidi 

■ .    ^  ,  - 

refjpledls  him,  that  is,  which  prefents  hiift 
t^*  ^our'  obferyatidtl,  rieccflarily  takds  in 
tfie  wljiole  inind  of  Godf  which  ftandB  all 
of  it  very  nearly  related  to  him.  But^hb 
Apoftle  pitches  upon  this  view,  as'-^e 
moft  cbihprehenfivefi  and  frc^m  which^thc 
whole  pbjeifts  of  fkiffa '  ^dcSiVe  their  lif^i 


^mu^Bn^  efficaqj;  -^^^p^  p|^t 
which  they  would  be  fo  fer  6*pm  ^^^^-^ 
WgR^nyrffiKBgfefiblb^t^ijh^X  9W^ie  .»b- 
folutely  uninteUigible^iftnuicgij^fl  yjeysnap- 

Br5B?f  #to^l3^iri«.iflK«J>%xSfTwife  infi- 
nitely wife  God. 

JcAis;  Jiying.j^ j^ViVUj,!^;^:  an  ^WfSSha 
qntfiim ^hv^.  ;migliy;,be  ycry.perJjftpQjJx 
puts  .upom  Tyhi^t  !.h?,  ^^  fi^id :  i^JHLfflns  M 
could, fay  be  Uveid,  ^f».  ia  .trp^jt^-,^  3|f|§ 
»K>ft.he>  b>ut  Chj>fl:  A^.l;,U»|Bf3^  i»  l^iffd  .fr  ^^ 
obvioufly  lb«j  fame  thiogfj  i^^ip  al^^jj^  igg 
tenl§;1tn4-^ui3)Qfe|?  of  l\fej  'YrJjif^hff  t^c^.^^^ 
tal  power*  he  fdt  in  h.^^\f,[^^^^d^\ 
the.benefit  ^n4enjpyflaent;p^jw^|^g^rt- 
ed  and  maintained  ip. J^ioij;  jijfipipd^tfjy 

frppi  God,  by:Chrii^„qi;b]5;anj^^V9*"i9^*" 
ginable  mfsn&j.if  there, iip5er#_^pB/^chfi3i^ 
wla^bj?  iJiei  feith  of  Cairilik  Hy^RgblB  ^^Piitf 
h#ijhg4..nQt  only  aHipqwq?§fn^m'j0»B'^t 
^Hi,ejte;pjpftftjire  pf:th^i Pf|CJ?^|(«?fi>Hfij»^ 
^jlvantag^r^/.  f)«:h,^  ljyffi,a^,^^s^ife  f^go^ 
F^fp^aa ;  tM^fltw^)  e§?el^9fl ;  m¥a<^Kff^i 
wha^fpey^rg^  SHJoj^a^ncjii  h  o>//  I^-.I^:!. 
Two  things  then  Jie.  l>efore  us,  in'llif- 

courfing 
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<:out&ig  of  this  £0  nprceflary  and  important 
fubjea:  ^      "'        •  •    • 

-  I.  H6W  Wfe  atrfe'to'uncierftahd  the  faith 
of  Chrifl  hefe;  '¥4id,     -^  s  ' 
2.  Hi^theCShriftiaA  lives  by  this  faith. 

I.  Thb  fwUi  of  Cliiift  maf  ^dmit'of 
three  different  meaniflgs;^' Which' y«t  can 
octafion  aotriatiner  of  diftrk^li<c«i(  ol:<  con-- 
tiifltAi^^hert:  thcy^  are  dtHy"  uiide#ftood, 
be<^iltf&'^^  nltittially*^*fiipj)bfe  and  run 
iiitd  '6ii^aiicftKer;^^na!fo  th^irghlyi'^at 
ii6  ofli^^bf  them  ijari  ftffcfiftin  thfe  pfrefent 
ca(fe  ^tfiotiFthe  other.     It  may  denote^, 

'^.  fcSfift^s^e^nal'falthvas  it  fubfift- 
dd,  =4y 'ftilf  fiibfifts','  in  himfelf.   '• 

'2i-TEti'ri^&Td  an<i  teftittM^y^<36ncem- 
iiigf'hiiat«whii3i^is  to  be  believed.-    Ahdj 

'  ^SliiTiAt&V'^  '^i  'Tttbfifts  in'  the  ClhsfifliaA, 
ok'tht^^Hitfdf^tWrtcb^d;     "--   '  - 

^  i'.'  V^  V^'^o^xMd^  GhritftV^rfttaal 
f^aitWi  ^aid  hw^-^e'Gl^ftiaa'^lires  ^hfAt ; 

Hved'^Jfli'meJfc'ltf  ^th^'  \f^m  ?w-.ahd''thac 
faftfifiifttHs  Vei^5^Uh<i^^rtHP'a4kiHlies  pof- 
fifffid  <^,-4iow  thS^  ii(i^'  5s^  ^tedJiSi^'his 
glbTf'Pmm  m^^iut6^o^'iaMk  iril^asftiie 
original  word  fignifi^^'ffla  ^ifiile '  ^^'vsfeU  as 


i 


upqn,  ea^i  lived  by  the  /ame  faijh  :«6  ^ 
t;q^alf^^;j\mfiscft  thmgs,  and  *^ed  .ac- 
cordingly on  thcfe  principles  with  hisrdif- 
ciples  and  followers,  canfiot.be  <|Qu]>ted} 
^^this  is  ,3,  ppnfiderable,  and  ^yffi  j^.fiin- 
ciaf^^tal,,.part  q£. their  corvfpnnity  iM^io 
J^na,  as  the  pat;teni  which  they  arc  form- 
ed upon.    X^arge  .allowaoco^.  minft  indeed 
jjje  made  of  perfec^lion  in  him,  ♦whjcji  they, 
even  the  beft  of  them,   are ;  but  iaintly 
,^iming  at:   He  pofleffed  the.  fulniafs^jof 
tjut  fpirit  of  faith  which  each  oC.th^ 
hath  only  in  hismeafure;  bot  othei?wi|^ 
he  condcfcended  to  live  and  act  juft  a$  p- 
ther  men  do ;   being  in  all  things,,  ^xce^ 
4n,  made  perfedlly  like  his  brethren^ 
.  But  that  which  we  have  peculiarly! in 
our  eye  when  we  fpeak  of  the  ChrifUw's 
living    by   the  faidi   of  Chrift,::.iis  ^thitf 
which  was  peculiarly  his,   in  hia  pubUc 
charadler,  undertaking,  ^nd  fiilfijliflig'.the. 
terms  of  eternal  life;   that  faith  iOiiG^di. 
and  his  promifes  in  the  everJafting -cpy^ 
nant  j    the  kingdom  i ,  thqreipi  fecuired'  j  to 
him,  with  all  that  belongs,  to  the  frame 

an4 
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«ri*^€Qfi!»k«ri<!)h  of  it:  It^wa¥li9  Hii 
ftrengtK  of  this  faith  tUt^'  «^^%86itfft 
^otftdi^ieltf^eBNfti^  %feS^tffealH<J  iiiff  for 
ttoe  rjl^ithttt  Wab  i^^  te)ife  Kfe,^  ^fftHi^ 

is  fet  dtwn^ttJie  nghfl^^Hati^^ 
^*  IWfojdly^-div^gh;'  ^-'i''''^^^*^^  ^^"^  ^^^^^'^ 

TMs^feith^df  hi$  dKSkriffla^s  af^i^'^ery 
nearly  'cotjc^rtied  il^,  ^  as*  there'  the  ftnihda- 
tion  of' all'thd'r  hdpies  %:^4aid-;  beCdiile 
there  vitte  laid  the  fo\iiida*i^i]fc  oti  vi^hich 
the 'grant  of  cdernal  life  is 'firtnly  ahdirre^ 
vtKJ^bly%ftablifhed4a  that  kiiigdorh  of  his 
%hidh^  i[!Atln6t  be  mbvedi  What  was  there 
feciiredftohim,  as  the  reward  of  hi^  obe- 
dience of  faith^  arid  the  glory  he  brought 
to  his'  lieav^nly  Father  thereby,  becomes, 
hi  the  vift^'  thereof,  a  gift  of  grace  to 
them^:!  vfti^tMsis  the  record,  *^  'Hiat  G6d 
"  hath  given  to  ins  eternal  life,  and  this  life. 
*•  is  ill  his*  Soni  ;'*  fa  that  it  is  asampoffible 
it  can ^ail^  is  that  the  promife  of  Gt)dto  his 
ow»  §on  tianl^  Hius  far  then  •^H  QhrMliari^ 
live  by -ki^  fii^,Vasvtic  has  thereby  obtained 
&«•  tfheirfiun'  unalienable  iright  of  fubjfeiflfe 
iti'his  etfei^^ltin^onl,  on  the  fame  fectt- 
jity  by  which  tfh^kini^dom  is  Secured  ttt 
*  '    '     »    hiinfdfj 


3 fa    -^^^^Tlte^CXi^B^l^lf^I^W:   HI  .lliQ 
Jfeftftelf  ;^fel  tfift^  iPHfe  W^oi^^m^ 

Biit  it  isg^^ifJ^e^Ce^^ 

Oitift  >  But^te'^oa''Iti^t  :'lk6{>1^e^^ 

SstitAtivc;  liias^'th^^  ki^gd(^iti>  ptit'^iiitd  hik 
baud;  and  in  their aamd^  as  ^trdj^^lds 
own;  has  Caken^pdiTeffio^of  all  dbeKiluefs 
and^eceflary  proviBonfot.  eternal  fifei )  'He 
Hands  poflefled  bf  all  the  fulnefs  of .  Go^ 
his  Spirit,  and  his  power ;  jBod^  ksLB  all 
that  life  in  himfelf  which  ever  any  of  dieai 
jhall  have  occafion»for  throughout  ^3  did 
ages  of  eternity.  •     ^  '  i  rx 

'  And  all  this  fecxired  Wnt6  them  by  his 
inviolable  faithfulnefs,  tried^  in  the  ieve- 
reft  manner,  and  apprbved  to  iiich  a 
degree,  that  the  iaitMulnig^  of  Mofes^ 
though  attefted  by  him  that  cajinot  mif- 
judge,  was  in  no  mie  comparable  to  it. 
And  thifif is  thecNihep ifenfe  of:  die  faith  of 
Chrift  we  obfervcd,  and  wWoli  contiimes,^ 

and 
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thus  the  Ghn^fb,[fe^Sj.;liiyrlipiTfai^ 

ij^ipjQEeatial  ito  ihitntv^  ?higp^  exafet^r/itelfii 

ajf^  l^iic;fQ...^p^*^Kl^ftmBgK  ".that.thci 
Vo  gatcsog  rj^l>  ft^i^igi;  pgeF?dl  ag^nftr  itj..  ^^ 

dation  6f]^liabfttfitt^r  w^hicl)^  as  a^^dife^ 
the  Chrifyftlj  I»I»f^^a:^ll  ifee  P«C^fe»^ 
j^^i^^ftci^g.qfri^e Qferitftian  life.  •  Swy 

^^gQi]tyithat;^!Krhick  is  ta  be  belier^djcoiiH 
iifflmiD^  biiB,  jvhr/ the  ireccwd  wJii€hf-<5^ 
hasrinidciiiauid^thd  teftinwaftyiheihaft  gwi^ti 
fcctocjdEningirlgiafcSQn.T:  :Thus  we  fiadlntenft 
tion  frequently  made  of  *'  the  faithocj^l^-r 
|;*if tv^«d ti» .tl^edTwawiSiV '  "  of ^prcachiag/^he 
-t)  feitki "  tcpiitiiuiiag  in>  j  aftd  d^yifag  'Oij 

xRmjS4rpii)GjiJb  bia3;rjl  iy>WiWK  iv^^initlj 
tor/fci^  3itJ^0if#isdQ6gw(if{ta^ifi*Ijfbr£& 
bxi£  tion. 


i 


hetokc  ^  kfi^MtCij€fir  it  inadih-usbS^twyjgf^iM^ 

This  is  theigi:«atTftiJbj?(^^  ti|^<^h^g/^gip^ 
faiths  it  isr-w^kat  her J^eUeysjs  i^^hj^ffa^j^ 
wbkh  ^h^  .lMwl4$-the  wU9le  ^^Jja^cj^ij^ftj 
aftdr'ftandiag  thias  fo  cl(^e[yft  q9^WS^^ 
witfh  faith  as  it  fubfifts  ia.Chiift,..w^g|njy 
not  {:onf}iAcr  them  feparately.  Aac|  t^q^jr 
fore,  without  infifting  on  it;  ^;^Uc^if^j.t^j^ 
feparatq  view,  we?  pr,oc^eed,,  i  i  ;^f f  r.^. ^. j  :^f i^^jfjt 
.  3.. ;  To  .^onri4er  the  faith  by/.i^jjk^^  ^  jj^^ 
Chriftiaa  liv^s,;  as  it  iul?fifts..ij?^^,and  4& 
adfd  by,  himi^elf;  a.  ^point.  one-  f)if^i^'^(j 
thii^k  i?,9t  at  all  h^rd  to  .a4j  uft, ,  i^ifH^  H^S:) 
oi^9C;Ji:ppw  iwhat  we  are  i;9  b^i,^Y,9^  c^r^-,^ 
cerning  him.  When  God  fpeaks  to  naj^n-. 
in,  (^of ds .  cojnwpaly- . wf^/jl  •:^pqp^i)g^  Ae^° 
there ,;s,  .^l)  ^q,.  reafo.n:^\n.;rf^e^  W^^^^ 

leiBj-^l^ere  be  a  very  ^pcefs  intim^i^-^t 


the 
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fin  coafTi^ry  j^.  ao^  y¥i;,4^^9W  Wt  how, 

bgr.vdie  kamed^Jaboufis  o^f^i^cl^  g^  luiye 

}iMi<flcd  tliiistfiib^£t,rfakh  i$  ^jbecpme,  ,ia 

lioB  appcdxeaifion  'of  multituddSy  fb  abftruie 

axthxDg^  and  hard  to  be;  undefftood,  th^r 

ir/is  /not  thought  poflible  ?  for  ordinary 

i^kriilijKis  to  make. any  things  of  it.     And 

dms  ijpfares  in  all  caies  where  men  tindersr 

tak»  to  give  ^minute  philofopbical  defini^r 

dons  of'^wbAt  can  only  be  known  by  icnfe 

orifeelitt^.  Tllie  fimpleft  of  mankind  know^ 

or  raldtei*^  fed,  what  it  is  to  believe  or  ndc 

bclie^rf; 'bitter  than  die  a^uteft  philofb^ 

pHer  fein^  Was  or  can  be  able  either  to  dc^- 

fcinbcfW  define  it:     The  difiicnlty,  if  thew- 

be^any,  mufl  arife  from  what  is  the  ob^ 

jeft  of  faith,   or  the  thing  to  be  believed^^^ 

arid  \/^hen  this  is  agreed,  the  only  way  to^^ 

fpeak  intelli^bly, '  is  to  have  recourfe  W- 

mens  experience,   obfervation,   and -feel* 

ing,  in  common  cafes ;  and  thence  it  wllO 

bfe  very  eafy  to  ftt  all  the  views  of  th^e  '^ 

Chriftian  faith,  in' its  naturfe^  "excrcife,  atid** 

confequences ,    in   ari   eafy  '  siitd  '  f imiliai^ ' 

light;  ^  ■  ■   '  ''      ='-'  '    ;-"-V 

Something  of  this  kind  W6^have  ilii^ddy*^ ' 

attempted  in  the  geriei^dl  VieiS^' Wd'Si^r^i-e  j^^^'- 

ving  of  the  diirimU'k^riltti;*^^^^ 


fiii})i[:»c($QiPtoiQdate  wb^c.^^  obfins* 

v^JtQfthi  faith  o£Chrift;  with  ds^siifia]^ 
dbfecva^oQ^  .That  though  fftidi/  aiidt>bcliiiJ^ 
,  ving,  are  for  the  mod  pare :  {liDmifctbiiily 
nftd.  icu  Dur  >  Unguagc',   a$  .*impoi^n^the 
fame  thing,:  and  are  indeed  very  ixsktijt)^ 
lated;  yeti:failii.veiy  commonly  cxprfilfo 
fomething :  beyond  bare    believing^  >  Ibitt 
^hich  is:  yet  a  natinral  and  necefTaryrbimi 
•fequence  of  it.     Thus .  we-  are  iaidi'^^T^ 
ry  propeyly,-  to  believe  both  a  focSl  dxAf 
j^tefted,  and  a  promife  when  duly:  di* 
cumftanced }  but  when  we  would  ex]^«& 
tha  trud:  and  confidehce  we Jbaye  in^^dib 
promtfer,  'though,  in  truth,  it  is  noldofb 
than  believing  he  will  do  as  he  has  laid, 
^e  rather  exprefs  it  by  faith  in  him.  .      o 
And  this  leads  us  to  cornfider  the  Chri^ 
iCdan  faith,  as.  it  is  commonly  exprefled  in 
the  facred  books,   the  faith  of  Chrift,-Ot 
faith  in  Chrift,  in  the  relation  which  it 
muft  bear  to  the  record,  and  the  teftimoH 
ny  which  we  have  there  concerning  him- : 
There  we  muft  look  for  the  foundatioii  of 
all  the  fevcral  names,   defcriptions,  'attid 
expreflions,   that  are  applied  to  it ;   whiteh 
are  indeed  mkny,  and  give  differfent  views 
of  f^ih,  bftt  ftiU  it  is  t^e  fjMBJB  thing^at  bcft-^ 
ai.^j.  (I  y  torn; 


Bifr.III.  .BiffettatidflnsoojQa  ^^ 

i^ctral  jparti^of  tHerxU^iiite  rcootd/i^Dd  tii^ 

^hrifl.)  i .  iAttdi  liecq  :  .^  o;  ix  ^. :  -  -^  o  t  •)7 ; .  . ..  r ;  / 
i^  r!  iWe  nieefi  r not  ilapd  nawrhl  oii '  cthe  geiite* 
1^1, /nyJwrh/'is  tbe/ifousidation  of : all  the 
VifSHuyiz.  theivriew  which  is  there  givdn  nt 
0£Jej(^^5Qxii{t;  whohje^is;  what^pUcahb 
holds  oa  the  uuivcrfe^.iaad  particulatlyiin 
o^fatibn  to  man^  his  perfonal  cxoelleh^y ; 
Jfisi  birth,  life^  death,  refurwAion,  aAd 
the  glory  that  has  followed ;  his  pf delic 
ftaice  i  and  wiiat  we  have  t<^  eaqpe^  at  his 
iibcond  'ap|]iearance,  and  the  fidl  mani^ 
feftation  of .  his  glory.  It  is  by  thdfe^  acp 
^touhts'  W€  have  him  brought  under  otir 
obfervationj'  and  by  believing  what  we 
havd  thus  attefted  concerning  him,  w^  are 
"cnkbled,  at  leaft  a  foundation  is  laid^' f6r 
#nabling>  us  to  r&rm  a  proper  judgenietit 
^concerning  him  j  his  perfonal  exceltency 
and  worth ;  how  be  iS)  to  be  «ft(eemed:and 
^;?aJbiaied.j^.and  how  fat  we  have  .anyv^con- 
fiera  r  witfe  him  in  hk  public  chacacafer ; 
(and  wH»t 'W^  have  Jta , hqrpe c  or  riSeariirom 

;//  In^4ifi<!«^Qb%N|$^j.hwu1^s{ 
(u;;  i  3  D  2  being 


^ 


whp  yn^]  m^  ii:m^(^^lmA-Am  rhixth^^ 

When  he  appeared  in  the  Aefj^jikfif^lt^ 
pji^ht  to.h^ye  l^f|own^him  l)eR,i!W9r(fiiVSo& 
iiwijtaken. about  him;  awi  xwwjttofiM© 
retunied  to  the  JFather,  lie  a%  ^^j.fptw^ 
from  fenfible,  obfenratioa  as;:  b^lsT^/lll 
came  in  the  flefh,  oc*  indeed  aa.Gq^tSi^^O 
felf  is.  And  yet  we  have  no  KSifya^j^ 
coxipLplain,  when  both  ribe  Father  :di«lntb§ 
Son  are  fo  iully  manifefted  by  :liiftiW«^ 
done  by  them,  which  we  have. dearly -fifo 
corded,  and  .  full  inftru(3ion^  giv§Dtiolft 
how  we  are  to  improve  them .  tQ  ^theibeft 
adva^ntage.  The  biftorians:  give  m  tJii 
fads ;  and  the  prophets  and  apof]^cs  tea«b 
uft.at  large  what  ufe  we  are  to-  na^ 
of :  them.  Had  it  not  been  for  ^die  &dd; 
no  inflxuftiorts  could  have  beca  foundbie^ 
vel  to  our  capacities:  and  had  wpLlie& 
left,  with  the  bare  fa€ls,  theyiiad  ^itfter 
paffed  by  unobferved^  ,Qr  negleiSed^.byithc 
greater  part  of  n^anfeindi  ^JBiiff  bjj  tho:  WN: 
erxingreaioainga-  on,  tliefe^;  jby  r  :the  ^idl^in 
; :  -  red 


IftW^i  jtiett,  flicmld^  miftake  it ;  inii  matr^ 
hkY&ivASigintd^  that  it  ^ was  not  for  want 
of  *fi^it}v;-bur  femething  elfe,  that  th«' prac- 
ticed^ of  thofe  v^  arc  called  ChriftiariS 
eom^s  fo  far  ihort  of  what  their  prindpfe^ 
feem  neceflarily  4:0  lead  to*  And  yet,  whefi 
oiife  iJonfiders  how  neceflarily  the  bdief  0^ 
thefe  influence  the  praiftice,  where  they  are 
i^Ily^beKevcdy  one  cannot  help  thinking; 
chat  the  defedti^muft  lie  here;  and'  whtri 
the  thinjg;^!^  duly  ctHifidered,  it  will  ap^ 
pear^  that  nmltitudts,  even  of  thbfe  who 
thLflfc  theinfelFes;ytfry  good  believersy  mil^ 
take  vcfometfaing  fon  iaith^  which  j^lls  in 
aH  irfefp«61tft-g*-eatiy  Ihort  of  it.  v 
x.Itis  ^vMeat^-:that  the  greatefc  nnmbei*s 
ofi tlxtsTe^  mho^  'hjave  ap,iieared  6fi  late  in  de-t 
im^&of  ^Mi^nit^y  s^ttft'the^atia  6F 
in4deis^4<n<t  >Jthefe  ^i^hb'  t^-p^r^lf  a^ 
'yyi  ply 
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pfytbe  h&Hie  of:  fiE:eetdimkffii  to  thsra&lvd^ 
re&lt^  tiie  Wholit'j(»f  Ghiuftiaiutfjuxtoxns 
general  principle,  iThBti tbc  :ii:]dpdiQ9e&  ;am 
th«f *word;  of  God ;:  while  kbat:  isq  hsttadijf 
oneiJiftingaiiliifa^\piinciplc  Q£:iD:/wh]idbis 
not  given  up  by  one  or  other  ofl-theiiKi 
atid  many  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  vdSakt 
r&iindly,  that  Ghriftianity  is  na  more  bid 
k  republication  of  what  they  caU>tli6  U^ 
ttf  nitrtre.  All  beyond  that  goear  ft*  kfiyi 
ftery :  and  the  bold  maxim  of  one  ijf 
them  is  fwallowed  down  with  af^ploufeby 
tiie  party,  That  nvhtre  myjleryhegini^  re^^ 
gimends.  Upon  this  is  founded  a'lobft 
general  implicit  faith,  that  the  record' 5s 
true ;  while  they  are  as  ignorant  of  tfei 
contents  of  it,  and  as  unconcerned  about 
the  moft  important  of  them,  astheremoteft 
inhabitants  of  Japan,  or  of  chie  imknow^ 
wilds  of  America.  What  monftrous  folly 
is  it  to  imagine  that  this  has  any  refem- 
blance  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  any  more 
than  that  of  the  blind  bigotted  •  Papilt, 
who  pleafes  himfelf  with  believing  asthe 
church  believes,,  without  knowing  a  6tdc 
of  her  creed  ?  •  »  -       ^     . 

Near  of  kia  to  this  i&  that* logfe, 'he^ 

Icfs  belirf^whkh-iiiofe-whQfiUye^^i^ 

Chriftians 
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(Sbnflkiis;  natmmlly ifkll  iiktd^  as  theyt JtaJte 
ii^puthei lather  failuo As  indicuiibooc^  pfiitbe 
place  where  thcyi  hatppen  txi |be ^  bqrn,r.;ao4 
fffi  diel  people  tbey  live  among.  ^Jtiisapadft, 
of  I  did  «oxufe  of ;  the  v^ld,  and  they  do 
but'fiifFer  themfelves  IK)  be  parried  down 
thd  iftream^t    In;  this  way  one  may.  come  ^to 
knbwi  a  great  ^dieal  aboai?  Ghrift^  :  wjbat 
GhriftianE  fay: of  him,  and.evca  «fhftt  tpais 
Bible  iiys  J  Jbut  ;theys  cannot  fo  properly 
be  faid  to  believe,   as  not  ta  difbelieve; 
^Chey  jf^ad  perhaps  the  ftory  of  Ghrift,  a? 
they  do  that  of  a  fabulous  hero,  ^on^h 
ieldom  with  half  the  pleafure  j  they  go  to 
^church  with  their  neighbours,  and  join  in 
jhe  worfhip  there  ;   and  they  may  go  yet 
jfarther  in  a  form  of  godlinefs,  jufl  as  they 
.wear  their  cloaths  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  fer 
ihion,  without  troubling  themfelves  with 
|uay  further  thought  about  it,   than  that 
their  neighbours  do  &>« 
;    Since  Chriftians  came  to  fplit  among 
themfelves   into    fo   many  divifions .  arid 
fnbdivifions  as  we  have  feen,  efpecially  in 
thcfe  latter  times  {^  fince  implicit^  faith,  the 
great  bond  of  union  in  the  Roiiiifli  church, 
trame  to  be  fo  tmiverfally  decried ;  this'  cu- 
ftorawry  belief  ^epfo^ea  4ttgen<Ntes  into 
,.ihijiiii  '  what 
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what  we  may  call  party-faitb;  and  as  diey 
who  are  veiy  (uperficial,  may  yet  ibodi 
themielves  into  a  belief  that  they  are  very 
good  Chriflians,  they  may  at  laft  come  to  be 
very  ferious  in  their  way :  and,  of  all  man- 
kind, fuch  are  the  fitted  to  become  bigot* 
ted,  and  even  furious  zealots,  for  the  par* 
ty  they  have  taken  a  fancy  to.  As  thejr 
are  ftrangers  to  the  fpirit  and  power  of 
godlinefs,  they  know  no  ftandard  of  Chri- 
ftianity  but  orthodoxy ;  and  as  they  arc 
generally  too  incapable,  and  too  lazy,  to 
draw  their  principles  from  the  fcriptures 
of  truth,  the  only  ftandard  of  right  be- 
lieving is  the  fenfe  of  the  party;  by  which  ^ 
they  are  buried  in  a  fuperftitious  regard 
for  every  trifle  their  leaders  have  made  a- 
ny  how  a  part  or  a  pendicle  of  their  fy- 
ftem ;  and  that  fo  deep,  that  all  reafoning 
is  thrown  away  upon  them,  and  nothing 
but  divine  power  can  reclaim  them. 

In  direcfl  oppofition  to  thefe  ftand  a  fet 
of  men,  who  have  made.themfelves  very 
remarkable  by  their  high  pretenfio&f  ktf 
unbiafled  freedom  of  thought,'  a4Klj|lf«fofiJ: 
to  be  determined  by  any  authoSrity.  wh«rf 
ever,  until  they  fee  reaibn  fdf  ^itt  tWey 
do,    f&ky  wpiild  indeed' l>6^ite«llent^*^^^ 


nifiuenoep  tfatt)rfat«frvi^  putting 

kitartad^eioaptoTXKient  k  neas  never  ildSgned 
^ir'tajrdc&oterfkdls;  wliich  life  witboul 
thmr  rofafeniationv  inilead  oi  judging .  of; 
anndiixn^roviAg;'  to  their  proper  purpafe9/ 
%ich  >  w;(^rtf  (made  -  Joiown  to  them )  :aivi 
Hiftfeid^ic^iftoadGaBltf  theymaJi^e  theit'  ow» 
pncoRcfeived  ^pprehciifions  of  things^  tha 
neaihrel  Mid/ ibuidoixi  of  theif  faith,;  ici^ 
diat/nptHingfihail  paf^  for  truths  even  up^ 
onrfthttijifcidiority  of  Cod  htmiclfy  unlefs  tt 
1ibk|^;i«eable/eo  what  thej  have  thought  fit? 
^iCKUfthetreemal  and  unchangeable  na^ 
turejdtiidi  roaibn  of  things :  I  ikji  whats 
thffly  icall'  fb^  for  furely  the  thing  it&lf^: 
^'rsail.nattn'eatid  reafon  of  tluogs,  die*^ 
svffoalich  dut  of  their  reach  as  the  wiiUo^iu^ 
of  the  great  I jcreator.  does.  Th^fe/^ef^; 
beHefldiebyifitheyithaMe  any^  itisq^i- 
dfnt^  «flA,bej«eithieiriaithno?T^fqn,  \>xVi 
a;fyftetoji{>fiin>^girta^tioQ^,  Jfprn^^uppij, 
tjio  j«n|4arfe6^'atwl;we^k.ol^  wlji^l^ 

tIwjr[wcff(Wp!l*ile.Q€.i^  ;     . 

v5bojiBtvl5t;r<?I««4ito,^Ju^,,^^  th^t:,cal|c4 

..VCL.II.  3  E  among 
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among  our  fafhionable  writers.     I   vrill 
take  no  further  notice  of  thoie,  who,  pro- 
fefling  to  acknowledge  the  record  as  di- 
vine, yet  fall  fo  entirely  in  with  thofe  who 
deny  it,  as  to  receive  nothing  upon  that 
authority,  until  they  have  tried  it  by  an- 
other  teft,  and  found  it,  what  they  call, 
worthy  of  God;  by  which  means  they 
have  thrown  Chrift  and  his  Spirit  qtiite 
out  of  Chriftianity,  with  an  impudence  of 
boldnefs  greatly  beyond  that  of  a  profeflP 
ed  infidel.     It  is  another  more  confiftent 
fpecies  of  them  I  have  to  obferve  upon, 
who  will  readily  acknowledge  the  record 
as  it  {lands;  but  muft  firft  be  fadsfied 
that  it  is  divine,   upon  what  they  call  ra- 
tional grounds ;   that  is,   fuch  evidence  as 
every  thinking  man  may  have  by  his  mere 
natural  powers,  without  any  afliftance  from 
the  iSpirit  of  Chrift.   And  thus  they  fay,  re- 
vealed religion  is  founded  on  what  they  call 
natural ;    and  that  one  muft  believe  there 
is  a  God,   and  that  this  is  his  word,  be- 
fore they  can  lay  any  ftrefs  upon  it  as 
fuch,     I  will  not  refume  what  I  had  occa- 
fion  to  fay  on  this  iubjeA  before;  nor 
ftand  any  further  upon  it  than  juft  to  ob- 
ferve, that  if  the  Bible  be  true,  this  will 

be 


DUr.  III.  Diflertations  on  GaL  ii*  20.    403 

be  a  moft  eflFedhial  method  to  keep  men 
from  ever  believing  it ;   for  this  plain  rea- 
fon,  that  it  is  by  faith,  and  by  faith  only, 
we  can  know,   that  the  worlds  were  crea- 
ted by  the  word  .of  Godj   and  until  that 
principle  is  eftablilhed,  we  have  no   data 
whatever  to   rcafon  upon.     But  were  the 
thing  poffible,  the  ultimate  ground  of  our 
belief  would  not  be  the  authority  of  God, 
but  human   reafoning;    and   that   might 
brimg  fome  philofophical  knowledge,  which, 
perhaps,  might  make  a  man  to  be  of  the 
Chriftian  opinion^   a   poor  loofe.  wavering 
thing,  which  could  never  bear  fuch  a  fuper- 
ftnidhire  as  the  Chriftian  life  :    and  fadly 
verified  it  is  in  the  lives  of  fuch,  exadlly 
defcribed  by  our  Saviour  in  his  parable  of 
the  fower.     And  as  men,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  fuit  their  fyftems  to  their  own  expe- 
riences ;  from  this  unfound  root  we  may 
derive  all  the  Pelagian  refinements  that  e- 
ver  have  appeared  in  the  world,  from  the 
firil  broacher,  down  to  the  loofe  philofo- 
phica^religion  of  the  prefent  age. 

And  hiere  I  cannot  help  obferring,  what 
}ias  often  been  objediedy  and  never  was  nor 
ever  will  be  anfwered,  viz*  the  infuperable 
^dij£cuitey  which  atti^ftds  this  way  ^  of  reli- 
sr  3  E  a  gion. 


i 
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gion,  fo  iafupcrablc  that^it  renders  the  Chrit 
ftian  fakh  imprawan»blimtnlhfe^bvi&.of  man* 
kind,  who  neither  j|j;e,itocdr  caitbe  philofo- 
phers,  ijor  capable  of.  ccmcciYing  thefeleam- 
cd,  and  moft-of  them  vtry  intricate  and  la- 
borious rearfoningsi-  by.'  which  the  being, 
and  much  more  the  attributes,  of  God,  arc 
pretended  to:  be  demonftrated:  and  which 
is  yet  worfey  it  appears;  directly  coBLtrary 
to  plain  fadl,  the' experience  of  the  whole 
Chrifiian  world ;  where  we  find  the  ac-r 
count  »the  Apoftle  gives  of  it  verified  to  a 
tittle,  :".  Not  many  wife  men  after  the 
tf  flefli,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  no- 
<*  ble  are  called.  But  Gk>d  hath  ^chofen 
^^  the  fooUfh  of  the  world  to  confound 
**  the  wife;  the  weak  to  confound  ^e 
f*  ftrong ;  and  things  that  are  not  to  bring 
*•  to  nought  things  that  are. 

Not  as  if  the  faith  pf  Chrift  were  not 
both  a  rational  and  a  natural  thing,  taking 
thefe  words  to  exprefsf  what  is  agreeable  to 
the  true  nature  and  order,  or,  as  we  call 
it,  the  conftitutioa  of  things  as  God  has 
eftabUOied  it.  It  is  in  the  -  flridleft  pro- 
priety bothj  however  miftaken  it  has  been. 
It  is  natural  for  God  to  create,  and  the 
cre4turer^#ibe^;T€a$e4i  and  to  receive  its 
•^^>-  life, 
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life,  and  all  its  powers  ^and  capacities, 
Irom  him,   **  from  whom  comes  every 
**  good  and  perfcd  gift;'*   it  b  natural 
and  rational  to  live  entirely  by  his  grace, 
and  in  that  way  which  he  has  appointed; 
and  to  attempt  any  other  way  is  irratio- 
nal, it  is  unnatural  and  fantaftical.    What 
can  be  more  fp,  than  for  m«i  to  pretend 
to  make  themfelves ;  to  work  up  the  low 
powers  they  have  by  their  firft  creation  to 
thofe  which  belong  pnly  to  a  fecond?  Such 
is  faith ;  it  is  the  way  by  which  the  chil* 
dren  of  Adam  created  agaioi  in  Chrift  Je- 
fus  live.     Thus  the  Apoftle  brands  the 
foolilh  device,  when  he  fays,  "  His  fpeech 
^^  and  his   preaching  was  not  with  the 
**  perfuafory  words  pf  human  wifdpm ;" 
though  no  body  will  fay  it  was  for  want 
pf  Ikill,  that  knows  any  thing  of  him  j 
**  but  in  demonftratipn  of  the  Spirit  and 
*'  power;''  apd  that  fqr  a  very  fpecial 
reafon,   *r  that  their  faith  fhould  not  ftand 
*'  in  the  wifdojn  of  man,  but  in  the  power 
•  *  of  God  •/'     A  foundation  greatly  more 
agreeable  to  the  whole  plan  of  creation, 
where  no  creature  can  have  any  thing  but 
what  it  has  received. 

TJte  Chriitiaa's  faith,  then,  muftbe  con-r 

C^V€4 
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chived  of  as  thstt  fpiritual  perceptive  power 
in  the  new  creature,  by  which  hc*a<5hially 
perceives  thie  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  that  Spi- 
ritual, rational  light,   in  which  the  Spirit 
of  God  has  let  him  forth  in  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures,  the  only  rule  and  meafure  x>f  our 
belief;   and  which  gives   an   anfwerable 
experience,  and  inward  fpiritual  fenfe,  of 
the  truth  and  reality  of  what  is  there  at- 
tefted  concerning  him ;  fuch  as  no  man 
can  poffibly  have  any  notion  of  but  fuch 
as  have  the  fame  experience,   any  more 
than  a  blind  man  can  perceive  the  light  of 
this  world,  or  form  any  notion  how  ma- 
terial objedls  are  perceived  by  it. 

Fi^om  this  account  of  the  faith'  of  Chrift 
fomlsJ  ignorant  preliiming  men  have  fuf- 
fered  themfelves  to  be  deluded  into  a  no- 
tion, that  they  were  honoured  With  vifions 
and  revelations,  and*  iiilpired* with  the  di- 
viiie  Spirit,  as  the  prophefe  wefe.  But 
madnefs,  or  an  dver-heated  fancy,  is  not 
faith/  This  reffe  foberly  in^the  mind  of 
Godv  revealed  in  the  fcriptures,  and  ne- 
ver leeks  to  be  wife  above  what  is  writ- 
ten J  the  meaftire  of  wifdom-  which  our 
gracious  God  has  laid  ready  in  his  Son. 
Whatever  pretends  to  rife  higher,  or  reach 

farther, 


farther,  wq awfiure has inot^ ' taniiot  have, 
thcSpirit*f 'Ood.  r      ,   :;  ,  / 

And  hence  we  tnaytbe  diit^d  how-  to 
t^e  our  mea^tesof  *tlie,  Cliuri(lbln-s  £ii€b, 
fo  as  to  have  k  diiUnguiflitfd  ^om^all 
counterfeits,  that  we  may  not  fu£b:  <»»- 
ielves  to  be  impofed  on  wkh  deceitful  ii^ 
pearances.  ThCjihioly'  foiptures  are  t)ie 
rule ;  and  theriews  which  are  there 'givea 
of  Chrift  ire  thole  which iwth  givejj,  »n4 
thefc  it  muft  coaaae  up  to. .  Wha»|reir  ,eir 
ther  goes  beyond;  or  flops  Ihprt  iu  anyrr«T 
fped,  is  either  groundleis  ,  prcfumpdo% 
or  at  lead  fome  degree  of  unbelief*  Sut  <^ 
this  is  of  peculiar  ufe  to  the  Chriflian,  ;we 
fliall  confider  the  views  of  Chri^  ibme-i 
what  diftindly,  as  faith  prefents  hinv  (q 
our  obfervation,  from  the  account  n^uis 
of  him  in  the  divine  record,  both  in  tbejr 
general  nature,  and  in  the  particular  piuj^ 
pofes  the  feveral  views  anfwer  to  the 
Chriftian  in  the  life  of  faith. 

As  to  the  general  nature  of  the  faith  of 
Chrift,  or  belief  of  the  record  concerning 
him,  it  may  be .  worth  while  to  obferve 
the  few  following  infeparable  properties 

of     it.  J.       ;  .1        :  -     ;         '     ■ 

I.  The  views  ol*iiaith  ace. ai[l  of  1  them 

tlixe 


Itts  giT A  of  ins  Son,  iffliinTtfcd  *  "tlrmany 

'  iira^dii<t  a^mbre  (acred  lul:gc£f^'*ti^t  is, 
one  where  txiffing  was  Ie&  allowable^,  or 
more  dangerous ;  where  no  1^,  thai}  ihe 
iacred  character  of  the  Son  of  God^is^To 
deeply  concerned;  the  character  pf  .Kim 
whom  the  Father  hath  fealed,  and  fent  lato 
the  world,  and  that  upon  the  moft  ixp-- 
portant  and  ferious  bnfine&,  with  ex{V5& 
afTurances,  that  no  man  knows  hua,.  nor 
can  know  him,  any  further  than  h^  las 
manifefted  him.  .  -j 

And  yet  no  where  have  men  nK>re  in- 
dulged the  licentioufhefs  of  imagination, 
both  in  the  firft  and  latter  ages;  while 
they  have  prefumed  to  fay,  not  only  with- 
out record,  but  in  opposition  to  the  plaijn 
words,  what  he  is  and  is  not,  what  hp 
has  and  has  not  done ;  nay,  what  he 
muil  be,  and  what  purpofes,  and  no  Or 
ther,  he  has  anf^'ered,  and  defigned  tp 
anfwer:  and  as  there  is  no  end  of  whim- 
iical  imaginations,  there  has  not  been.oac 
fingle  point,  relating  either  to  his  perfea 
or  offices,  but  it  has  either  been  denied  ot 
explained  away.  No  wonder  if  fuch"  un- 
hallowed 
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;  hallowed  boldnefs  is  panifhed  with  infa**- 
tuation^  and  what  the  ApofUe  calls  a  rc^ 
frcAate  fenfc.  All  thefe  thiiogs  faith  give6 
iatisfadion  in;  but  gives  it* upon  a  fober 
and  iatisfying  foundatiqn ;  the  teftimony 
of  him  that  fent  him  into  the  world,  the 
fame  with  his  own.  And  as  the  teftimony 
is  true,  fo  are  the  apprehenfions  and  coil* 
ceptions  which  faith  forms  updn  the  cre- 
dit of  it ;  and  that  with  infinitely  great- 
er certainty  than  ever  they  could  have 
been  made  out  by  perfonal  obfervation, 
with  the  affiftance  of  all  the  learning 
and  wifdom  the  worjd  could  furnifh  out. 
But, 

^.  That  the  views  of  faith  may  anfwer 
the  record,  they  muft  extend  as  far  «is 
that  does,  and  bp  every  way  adequate  to 
it,  without  overlooking  any  particular 
which  conftitutes  the  character  of  Ghrift, 
or  even  any  circumftance  which  is  fecord^ 
^  to  illuftrate  it.  It  is  in  the  nature  of 
divine  faith  to  copy  exkiHy :  and  there  is 
good  reafon  for  doing  fo,  becaufe  we  af b 
iure  the  original  is  perfed ;  there  is  nei- 
.  th*r'*  defaft  nor  fuperfluity,  nothing  left 
%fi  f«k  '^^  chufe  om  '  He  himfelf  ticvei: 
ptheri'did^^r  faida  xieedlefs  thing;  and 

•.3  ■vo.^.r^T! 


4iP   ^^Tlitf^'Cj^lR^vciIifi^i^-.inniia 

fiu^^lf  iKfdguig  <iyigrio^=Wi#al«iiai^'lib^lAt 

xty  iicQ6iA  eih  be  toafii^^ila  ^Ad  f» 

tUI  views'pf  1dm  sre  lb  far  <iiMQg '^tt^ 

•fotnedkU]^  is  t»antki^t0«dAaf  davibflipH^* 

fcaiod'ef  beaucyv  and  fimktluxi^cikU  Wt 

liaVe  QGCdfiotf  fea>.<^  It'iHks  8Hr|lii»^c«6Qi^ 

1^^  tlie  Apoftle  «*  df<^ertei^  '^'^Icafiit 

.**  a<^tbmgtojefu9€3i^*^^iiiidM4JMd&- 

''  #^  alV  thiligs  bxit  lafe  >Q(I  Ao^  fiiridt 

f*  CBOi^diitify*^  of  that  klU)^«dge^4iA(lQ»r 

,  iiery  mie  Chnitiaii  is  of  die  fs«|Udtj|KqiHM^' 

becaofeiiflhiin^e hid  ^ thfc  teedaaeA'^ 

v^dom  and  knbwiddge.    Aad,'  or  rii  bus 

iderly  j  every  thing  tnuft  He  inicUecndiiii^ 

ju(b  a»  it  doQs  iti  the  recctfd,  -^"^n*-  j^pofe 

;t€i-ii^]se  the  pii^per  ad^aaptige  3f  tittts. 

•^^^inake^  j,tlft  pijfticre,  qtlieikmei^mkift' 

fi^^.Mpart?  and-  f«2tute3inj3ft:beiMPeref> 

ved  that .  is  in  die.  prigiitals    The  Apqfife 

-gkes  :iis  an  exqu^ite  view .  of  this, .  whcye 

be  prefents  theirecord^  the  fqnniof  ikviixg 

words^  ^:  a  anould  ii^'  whiiph^thipxr^ 

^€hiiftian Js^eaft,  ^<i iiiLpuldftd into anofr: 

^a<ft  coil&niiuty^.natn:  it ;.  'fa  as  to  beac  1^ 

^imi^Edfiod  not  Qtdy' «lf  the  figure' j|a4 

■fliap?iijBut  :of v«irerf;.  iinc  apd>|Brtictiiatr. 

-^aughtsrE&ch  isthosi  fShis is iheiro^ 

•^'••■•'  .    ■'  7  /  .    ■   ■    ..  of 


ili6©t»:-'^A  Mv9  any  .conc^^i  j^j^Jbo  -Tife 
#(!BB|(in#  «>^ei|.H(^  ^  fta^i^t>$d/J3uad  cun- 
.JiaiMke  i^  tfali  «K]^<xl0 ). it mUft  be  done  by 
Iriirii^;^  ^d  t|ii?iAllrwife  au^iU'  of  the  1%- 
^40biliitft:|^de{i^()(dto-our  ttKaks^oTs  in 
.^JW^gfipdiiaBl  ref&iiajaa  he  taa  there  made 
Hf  hkSonj  Whetv  anefcen^  f0  prepares  fmr 
tkaA  introdaces  another,  that  one  f»ui>ae- 
--vcrtfee^  ttm  diftui^y^  nor  to  advantage^ 
Jllit  b^,b^;iiim&g  .wfatt^j|»e  begins.  He 
dh»6  O0ft4ti^d6d  fiirther  to  provide  a  va-^ 
.jmtf  iff  koagcSy  'to  help  our  conceptions, 
-•ndtaife  4ttr  tttypit^ttidions,  feme  tak«n 
-€E^Mk^nAtu!i!ty  midtii*  ftate  of  tMngs  a^- 
•iftini^  mSA  i  afld  tirlwfe  d»fe  failed,  ap> 
siKiiatii\g  aind  ififtibiti&g.  9fsdiaan66&  made 
^foT/  liidop(ttPp^£b, '  a^.  <  we  obfervwd  befott. 
tBttt  tdJkdepiail  dieft  ib  thdr  proper,  place^ 
-atidhtot^lQQy:  ddbieiii.  itogeidier^  as  die  truth' is 
^  J^aSfcSo^.As  to  make  up^  dnie  entk-e  ftnd 
JbBCgukn  jVjiew'^j  that,  is,  the  bufinefs  of 
-ifilitli;->  Ai^diivrhat  ,mrf:  employ,-  fially  em-' 
rjplaf  j^ihedoogfcft  li£:9^er  4  C^^aa  li* 
'>o  3  F  2  ,  ved. 


4iz      ..T^e:<?|ift^3jf<«a^4^^:    m  fi:<i 

can  be,  .fit^ecin.;pojiZit;<o£,i]pterGftff0^b^ 
nour. ,  .B^rakm  cUsjoija^4vie^r^^ 

tl^f;  :((iaii^  pcca£^ix  of  ail^,ljb<;ipifffn;iagff 
o^ jClyjy[^aii5,, , \     .-.     .  .      .,|;   H,.,  ,.  . 

^y|^  jliie  views  ^th  g^Tes.qftCS^in^mnft 
beQjcpng  and  4i!(^el7  to  affe|^,^cb{e;h<eart, 
2uul)b€|^r  thetgreat weight  -ndu^.tliesi  .ii^ 
opt,  jut  in.  die.Chriftian  Ufe^;^  Faint  ii^ffflgi^ 
makeiaint.impreffions^  and  quicl^ljxwefi; 
out;<  like  thofe  .who  recdvi^  i.the.  .wjc^ 
with  j.Q7^  but  when  trouble  cazne,  all  yw 
9yer*.    <A^  indeed  there  lies  the  di^er^. 
ence^  .not  only  between  a  true  and  a  £4^- 
b^ut  likewife  between  a  flxong.and  a  wesdb. 
faitlu     Abraham  is  commended^  that  he^ 
4id  not  fo  much  as  ftagger  at  the  prornifc  i , 
that. would  have  been  fo  much  of  unbe-^ 
lief^  as  indeed  every  degree  of  doubting 
and  wavering  is.     The  foundation  of  God- 
l]:ands  liire  and  fledfaft ;   his  faithfulnefe 
cannot  fail,  nor  any  word  of  his  fall  to 
the  ground-    J<or  indeed  is  it  poflible  that 
the  Chriflian  can  in  the  leaft  waver  in  hisj. 
views,  unlefs  he  lofe  fight,  either  of  the  re- ! 
cord  he  has  to  build  on,  or.  of  him  .who  is 
the  author  of  it.     All  are  agreed  on  this 

point : 
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pttli^tfd[totkhhk}!iA^S±trt  is,  To  much 
lifiib^hifer  ^'The  £b*hig^^  of  faith  is  al- 
i«^  BtttadHA:  with  'an  JMvr&zhlt  propor- 
tSoif%fJliSreliii(ifi,  both  in'  the  perception^ 
«^aritf'ti[i6<itnpl^{ll^  if  m^^  oh  the  foul ; 
fthd  both  are  from  the  famfc  caufe,  the 
^rthgtk  ina  Vijgour  o^'  the  f^iritual  life, 
fiip^»ted  arid  maintaiiled  by  the  Spirit  of 
life  in  iJhrift^Jefus:.  •  When  this  life  Ian- 
gtdflies;  «>;  of  ebui*fe,  doall'thedalnglgr 
a^'exifteifts.  of  it;  and  faith'in  a  fpcciirfl 
ikariher;  vrhich,  as  it  is  the  ftrft  arid  fuiiii 
dariiehtal  exertion  arid^ading  of  life,*  Hands' 
inftparably  coimedled  with  it.    They  mti-^ 
tually  depend  upon  and  influence  each  6- 
thier.    Where  Chrift  is  feen  as  he  ftands 
in'  the  divine  rdcojrd,'  eternal  arid  unfeen 
things  -ajppear  with-  fuch  afFedting  power, 
as  forms  the  heart  upon  them,  and  "  chan- 
**oges  the  foul  into  the  fame  image,  from 
"'glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of 
^'  the  Lord/'    And, 

5.  This  is  the  laft  thing  we  have  to  ob-* 
ierW,  as  a'diftinguifhing  charader  of  the 
faith  of  Ghrift :  Its  power  and  efficacy  on 
the  hearts  ind  fpirits  of  men  for  anfwer- 
ing  all  the  great  purpdfes *  6f  the.fpiritual 


4i#  o^  TilyUOimiai^Jm        :  Jll  ilia 

itVla^  j;u£bgrthcb|iotfr€^^  qqMrf 

w  H 15  in  tt^8  vkt^  diac  thr  €ifi^^ 

^i^reeiirinQ^&riousandiattttti^  C^ftoi^ 

.?  i)ind>t  knew 110  {better  wu)r<idf  lUkifbifai 
fiftg  tfnl  part  of  the  fubjct^i^^  by  oM 
lofe^  thtf  r^cbrd  ts  it  liee  ligfiicfe  bsyI£o2 

^ven  «6  of  Chrift^  and  ibswing  boil 
ike  belik  of  them  AaitufftHjjTi^ 
<*iic€f:  tnd*  foitn  the  hearer  of  men^i.ttid 
Ivill  fcectaialy  iafltienee  thofe  o^  Cfbtsftfrtf i 
^da  this  folly  would  be  iixdeed  to  coifaM 
pdfe  ifyHxm  of  prtnEiical  CfaciftiniillTv  '^^ 
^cmld  fttrnifh  xiiatter  *  enough  .fbi!:;fflincb 
fjtian^jine  volume/  We  <{sn  ^ihiUBfiare  Jfi9* 
pofe  no  more  than  t^  touch' ctt:che^^ei^ 
heads  of  t^llgs/  with- fuch  hiiit^  natf 
Ij^d  the  feiious  pbferibrlin^  th&jtcmd:}^ 
further  difeqireries.  ■  rAnd^oihu^hzc^cs  uc 
:r''-  i^^Hereut^wilLbc  j^FO^iito  .U»^hv#iA 
i^atis^tliB  fbui^^loiivc^  rdft^^dM 

QralidjeratiQiihofohit:  )icci^^  aAd^abRii&^ 
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|bib!^ly  aflU]39^  iuch^ah^  union  ^«ri(E 

fSod,  21$  ^aUr  ordinary  cr^iiuiK^  pifty>vb«^ 
and  ^  true  Chriftians  really  »re ;  bqftPiliI^ 
4iTine  ai}d  human  iiatiUrC8r^£p  oinittdi^idiai^ 
du  ^iaiyliDodv  faowerer  xiontiguinlf  gei^ 
fedUy  dii)iiil3:;  yet  doe&iic«;ooani»ds  j^oliir 
^  i  monient  ^bpoFated  iR)m>  tb&^Ii^ii:^. 
|r  is  viipry  b^rd  to  fpeak  :i^  onv^ 

fdUime  a  Ibfage^ts^  which  (we^  iijtviii^^QQtl 
'  ^nnind  to  bdieve  has  no  parallll  ki^ibe 
ytuaikv^  i  of  the  niix«er£t^i- and I^ 
mban  wer.oonfider  how  entiwly  a  creatiwd^ 
JbrCSuiitianiinepi  for  inftaCLce»  maybe  un^ 
ider  the  ihflnencfe^d  leadini;  of  the  divine 
JSpii^t,  that  IB,  hos¥  clofelyvajoui  iitttfwtteilr 
the  gfQat  creator  can  unite  hkoidi^^^lit 
^ffm  oreature,  one  ^onlfl  thij^s;  it^^ 
IkMi.bfi  hard,  by  theib  'ftfl{>&y.  taftanyi  q{{ 
our  apprehenfiona  and  ecmcq)tiilns^4oii:d 
jperfe^  and  cfiednal  imidn^jthotiiis^r  tei 
ponc&xe  a  iman  whofe  e0entiaiiaharai9Jer 
it  Should  be,  taful:^  no 'other  way^fihaoi 
in  perfect  union  with  the  Father  (^i^ttric» 
In/XEat  cafe^  his  efTen^e  ^lU  lie  in  th^t 

y?ry 


4i6    ^   'tbe  GtfRt9«iMrI«nllktX     7.;^ 

Toy  "Unibn,  t»r  n^MRToQittQ&^-w^^Qjy^i; 
I  may  nothcK  digrds  fc  £icvflf.N^|g^^^   . 
necEiTar^,  to  brfl%  iMa-^ii^ diing  €^#:^&>. . 
tind'vievr,  fAar^rtion  apDa^j^high  jf^|^  i^ 
formed,  of  the  ctacnal  f  ariicrp  ^Wfti^  ju^  ^ 
Spirit;   fubfifting  ill -tbc  <&fiiie  cfl^^GCi^i 
three"  plainhr  diilkigaiihid  -by.  pngfin^l. . 
propexties  and  ^diftintk  agduae^ ,  affsj^^]^  ^^ 
fo  fubfiiting  and  ailing  in  aii4l9  imc,4in^;| 
other,  that  they  are,  in  the.Hic^;.p^||g;, 
fenic  that  can  be,  tme  being :  nor  Jnonpr  j^  .^ 
fecondof  dieie  afliimes  the  human.  qntuBi/ 
and  unites  it  to  himiclf ;  iriuch'wcjMnc  . 
reprefented  in  the  record^  bod&  Iqp^fiidi' 
words  and  emblems  as  the  langui^«£ 
man  can  exprefs,    or  his  BspptdtaxBaa^ , 
reach,  in  what  is  fo  greatly  abon^  |uffu  ^^ 
However,  we  are  hereby  led  to  concobrc 
of  Chrift  as  a  man,  one  of  tfa(&  Oum^  kind 
with  ourfelves,  and  a  brother  h^  iijAu^ 
and  birth;  but  inch  a  man*as.th(eR^vu. 
never  another  fb  highly  honovred  of.Gtx)^ 
and  brought  fo  very  near  him.   And  thoii: 
-irhb  have  their  natural  Athciim  io  an^ 
degree  cured,   muft,    on.  this  imgle  acr 

<ouct,   conceive  the  highefi:  cfteem.aw} 
veneration'  for  him ;  which,  muft  xife  oa 

.  ^verr  advance  that  is  fiiade;tinvard.4PQRP 


aflii^  and  confixmed  caaceptvuis.Qf  jthis 
lus  dlhmal  dignity  and  glory,  by...tlio|e  . 
awttWlds  mechodt  God  ha^  taken  to  &i 
JbtB^'  forth  aff  hisi^bdovM  i^9P^,  cro^wnod 
widi  alf  the  prer<minfincy  an4:  glory  ,^t: 
bclohgs  to  "  the  firft  bom  of  every  crca- 
tur^;^  which  we  will  not  here  (land  fo  much 
as  to -enumeratei  but  leave  them,  from  the 
.firfl:  fnention  of  him  in  paradife,  with  diT- 
dngtiifhed  honouTi  through  all  the  fubf*e- 
.quiiat  manifeflations  made  to  the  patrl- 
arciis,  Mofcs^  and  the  prophets,  to  the 
time  that  he  was  "  declared  to  be  the  Son 
'*  of  God  with  power,  by  his  refurreftiori 
^*  from  the  dead,**,  and  the. evidence  fi- 
nifted  by  lending  the  promifed  Spirit  up- 
on his  difciples  and  followers. 

'Were  we  Irft  to  build  upon  tins  founda- 
tion,' even  without  any  further  afliflaiice. 
We  fliould  naturally  expe6l  to  find  in  him 
perfedtions  of  every  kind  carried  as  far  ad 
titey  could  go.  We  fhould  expedt  more, 
tb  have  them  all  found  in  him  in  an  in- 
ffmtel^  higher  degree  than  we  can  either 
imagiile  Or  conceive ;  becaufe  we  muft  con- 
ceive ^*  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead,'* 
ifthd  ^6iijfeqiiently  all  the  fulnefs  of  divine 
jperf^<!tiAttydwtiliiig  in  him.  Neither  are  we 
dilappointed  in  thefe  expedlabons  by  the 
Vol.  XL  3  G  afliftance 
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affiftance  afrorded  tis  in  the  recprfl>\.  y^^?f 
we  have  an  account  of  the  diifcQy^j^ 
made  of  thofe  pcrfedtions'4p.|i.is  cpn^ft 
knd  atchicrvethents ;  thofe  Tdior^ifpi^ 
plays  of  divine  powar,  in  die  nughtjr  wot^ 
didne  by  hiift,  even  whto  he  appcapsd^  at 
tiie  loweft  in.  this  world  :  for  thoi^glj  he 
gave  himfelf  to  be  defpifed  and  rge^led 
of  men,  and  condefcerided  even  ,1;^  Jay 
down  his  lifer;  yet  nothing  can  be  moife  c- 
vident,  than  that  all  this  was  not  for  i^Wtf 
of  power;  for  at  the  £^me  time  he  ci^eati^ 
food  for  the  multitudes  that.fpllowediiin[i, 
commanded  the  winds  and  feas^  ,  dilea^^ 
devils,  and  death  itfelf,  that  ungoven^le 
enemy  of  man  ;  and  what  is  as  remarka- 
ble  as  any  thing,  he  could  bring  the. men 
who  came  to  apprehend  him  to  the  ground, 
by  afking  a  fimple  queftion,  which  could 
be  no  furprifc  to  them  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion.  But  when  we  add  to  thefe  the  migV 
ty  things  he  did  tlirough  the  Old-Tefta- 
ment  adniiniftration,  and  the  yet  greater 
after  his  refurredlion,  and  compare  them 
with  the  general  teftimony  given  him  of 
the  Father,  of  his  being  perfejEHy  ,well 
pleafed,  or  rather  perfectly  delighted  in 
him ;  we  can  have  no  room  left  to  doubt 

of 
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of  every  Other  perfe(5lion  being  in  propor- 
tion to  Tbls  ^ower.  As  thefe  views '  rife 
iijeKer  arid  higher  the' inore  one  comes 
tpjbe  acc)|.uainted  with  Mm,  the  more  will 
their  erteem  ri/e,  anil  the  higher  their  ve-i 
luJition,  litttil  they  come  up  to  the  ftandr 
ardv  the  will  of^  God,  "  that  all  men  fhould 
***  Horioui*  the  Son  even  as  they  do  the 
^%thei-."    '  '\ 

''■ '  I  need  but  jiift  mention  after  this,  (what 
is  t&e  liative  cciifecJ^uenCe  of  his  fo  near 
ffelation  to  God),  the  high  ftation  he  holds 
in  the  tmiverle,  and  the  regard  that  is 
ihown  him  by  every  creature  that  is  capa- 
ble of  perceiving  his  glory.  And  what 
itreature  capable  of  obferving  one  fo  high- 
ly exalted  of  God  can  mifs  to  do  it ;.  efpe- 
Cially  after  the  fbvereign  command,  that 
all  the  angels  of  God  fhould  worftup 
liim  ?  '  The  devils  themfelves,  rebels  as 
diey  are,  yet  cringed  before  him,  and 
xnaide  their  fupplications  to  him  as  their 
fovejreign,  when  he  appeared  at  the  low- 
eft.  But  we  muft  proceed,  : 
^  i.  To  confider  him  in  his  public  cha- 
/a(5ier,  as  he  is  fet  forth  at  great  length 
in' the  fame  record. 

I  was  faying,  how  great  excdlencjr  and 
3  G  i       •'  '  ^-|)erfbnal 


i 
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perfonal  \v;orc^  was  to  be  ex|^(^S^:Jg^^ 
the  aftooifhiDg:  VWi^ft  ^  Qf^iaiSid«»iBL 
We  have  the  fiuWiXG^9a,jto,^4|j^ 
very  aftonilhiiig  B>>rB9<^  Jtg  .*ff  t  iwrffl 
by  this  uni^^  Qrc^t  d49gs&^^^l^f^.M 
fpokea  of  the  place  <>ufl^c^  hf^-j^i^ 
firft  creatioa^  aad  fti|].  hql^^^  ^^  the  hq94f 9^ 
principaiities  '  and  powers,  i.  But  it  r:^b^ 
new  creatloathat  we.ha.vc  xepre^t^^jp  . 
us  as  his  fpintual  province,  and  d^e  fi\p)r 
dren  of  meQ  there,  that  church  ^-|W))j^ 
he  is  conftituted  the  glorious  hqs^^,^ 
has  indeed  all  power  in  heaven .  aQc]^^^ 
earth  lodged  in  his  hand;  bx^t  his  jpccy%r 
bufinefs  is  to  be  mediator,  betwe^^  ^|Qi$||i 
and  man.  Having  faid  fo  muck. 99  \^ijfi 
fubjedt  in  the  former  part,  I  ihall  n^dbi$r 
refume,  nor  add  to  it  here,  arfy  f^^r^er 
than  to  take  notice  of  that  abridg^l^ent 
of  it  himfelf  gives  us,  John  xiv.  6,"  ftaiia 
**  the  way,  the  truth,  and .  the  life  ?.  no 
"  man  compth  unto  the  Father^  but  by 


''  me." 


This  is  a  very  intenefti^g  ;view  to  -the 
children  of  men ;  and  cannot  fail,  wbere 
it  is  believed  indeed,  to  produ^p  i^  d^e 
heart  correfponding  fendmentSr  aiid  aii^ 
Upus,     The  way  of  Qbtaiping.^i:hte  diviqc 

[,         :■-  'favow: 


^tttt^'refin*n4e6t  t^s  refelrfed  'ftJr^greatfer 
^^^orti!fi<i(;  in  'More  enlighteiied^times.  '  fit[t 
%liJ^  the  'triith  appears  as  it  is  Jn'Jefus, 
^igtfeit  ahd  only  ordinance  of  Cod,  Yor 
Mfio^ti^'  isid  keepiiig  peace  between  him 
^'fiiid  ^i^'j^iets  ajide  every  thing  elfe,  an:d 
^f^lA^  ah  end  to-  all  the  £x>Iiih- hopes  and 
''(Mi|)«ftar5ons  of  then  by  any  other  means. 
.  (j-fThis  isf-a  grdit  point  gained,   as  ^hofe 

Will  acknowledge  it  to  be,  who  hate  felt 
■fth  thtttifelVis,'  or  obferved  in  bthere^'  the 
i«A^chievdti8';corifiqucnces'  of  Ifeai^hg  to 

fiich  means  for  obtaining  the  favour  of 
^6d^  d^ftd'  hdiriih!  It  is'td  draw  off  the 

biiiflred'heiirt;"as'  ill  mens  naturafty  arc, 
'^M  fh^'^ead  ho^ii.  "Bat,  eve^'  in'  thjs 
-gteiei^lWiiEf^  •'■  tHe^efe  ls-'ittdt%  tini  of 
•  pro(^e^>operied-  t&an' « tMir  fchildrtn  of  'A- 

dam  'eyer  could  propofe  in  the  confufed 

genera) 
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general  nocif^afi,  of.  the.4iyiae,:^y9ur^^t^ 
aimed  at.    Wh^  lies  neared;, ,  4u^  y'^^^ 
is^  fuccefs  in  ^^eir  wx)rdl7. ^sMTSf^^^  ^^^fS 
be  kept  free  frqn^  tlv^fe;  ei^i|j^^  to_  which 
they  are  expofed  in  t^^eif  jji^ent  :^P^ 
Thofe  w|^a  live  a^nong   GlmfU^^^^^j^ 
learned  to.be  afraid  of  hell  and  the  detU'  and 
to  be  kept  jfrom  thefe  is  the  utrnpfl  Of .t^eir 
wiihes.     But  their  notiqns  of  imnioxtanr 
ty  and  an  after  ftate  are  dark  and  coniu- 
fed.     It  is  in  C3ud{l   Tefiis  only,   as ,, he 
ftands  at  the  head  of  the  Qew  worlds  tMt 
life  and  immortality  are. brought  to  ligQt ; 
and  believers, .  thofe  who.  fee  him^  arc  ear 
abled  to  fee  diltindUy  int;o  fi^tunty^  and 
the  glory  and  happinefs  of  die  world  jx^ 
come.     They  fee  a  hell  iadeqfl^   a  place  pf 
torment;   but   the   torment  there  is  xipt 
the  only,   nor  indeed  the  main  thing  tjhey 
have  to  fear.     There  is  fomethijpg.  in  ythe 
.profpeft  of  being  ever  with  the  Lor4,  j^f 
beholding  his  glory,   of  hcipg  made  Ukc 
him,  the  perfedlion  of  the  bleffed  inhabi- 
tants,   of  inheriting  his  kingdoip,    an^i 
being  crowned  with  his  glory,   that  en- 
gages the  heart  fo  thoroughly,  that  it  is 
the  perfe Aion  of  torment  to  b?  fqparated 
find  divided  fr^oi  hiija  for  eyer, 

'      "        ■  ' to 
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'^'^%  fee  lepai^fed'afid  c»^i®aHFh)fll>CKr5ft 
Ur^t  th^  faiii^iiitie;''- fc  B^  i55{)arated  from 
goto  thfe'%\lntaiii^of^'ltfe^  and 

HMrt?'  Akar^it  is  td- Vi  pBferved,  :that 
dmft  aiid  j?he  Sthei^'ire  i^^  divided  iii 
tlie  ngfii  fceiiever's'Vl^s,  a^  they  artf  ne- 
Ver,  lepajated  in  tne  reciflra,  and  cannot 
|p%   b^^^ih  t^^  raifts 

ra^rh  s  views  yet  highet,  arid  gives  yet 
n^ore  endearing  appreh^hlions  of"  the  ex- 
cellency arid  gloty  of  **the  new  creation, 
*The  nearnefs  the  happy  inhabitants  are 
k^mifteci,  hot  dnlj^^to  CIlHft,  bnt  through 
Iiiin"to'  G6^;'  Wd  his^altrfii^^ieiit  fulnds, 
icon()ituttV*tKe'Wue  dignity'  and  glory  «£ 
tneliumafi  ftature;  afld  being  inadc  the 
TCjfcfjeAs  of  Ki^'dftarift  and  moft  unchangd* 
afele  love;  'Tdridcrs  them  completely  and 
"ifte^rnally  ha]pf/f .    '' 

'  '  Had  ^c  been  ieft  with  this  general  view 
of  the  divine  cohftitution,  Jefurs  Chriftfet 
if]^  at  the^hirad  of  a  nfcw  creation,  a*  ne^v 
Wtsrid  to  bfe  reared  tip  by  Tiim,  and  the  ift- 
Hibitarit^  Whbreof  wcre^to  be  formed  out  of 
the  pi'efeiit'race  of  inattikind  j  it  would  be 
hard  ttt  fay' what  ffcntinienks,  what  wort- 
*ings  of  the  lieart  bitWeen^fiopes  and  fftars, 
and  what  aiiiiety'aiM*  cbhccrA-iiiufir  hare 

been 
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been  pccafioned^by  fuch  aprofpeA:  «b^ 
they  only  can  be  able  to  fay,  who  havt 
been  kept,  for  feme  confiderable  time^  oa 
thefe  general  virws,  without  any  more 
particular  application.  But,  even  in  this 
cafe,  they  .{land  not  properly  alone.     For, 

3.  Our  Lord's  public  charadler,  the 
place  he  holds,  and  the  offices  he  bears, 
are  not,  in  the  record,  and  cannot  be,  in 
the  views  of  faith,  fepai^ted  firom  his 
conduct  and  management  in  the  execution 
of  them. 

What  thofe  offices  are  which  conftitute 
his  pubHc  charadler,  we  have  in  fomc 
fort  already  declared,  as  they  are  at  Ifirg/s 
unfolded  in  the  divine  record,  with  all 
the  advantage,  and  condefceniion,  that 
divine  wifdom  found  proper  for  convey- 
ing them  to  the  underftanding  of  fuch  low 
beings  as  men  are.  But  all  thefe  declara- 
tions, and  all  the  natural  and  inftituted 
emblems,  figmes,  and  reprefentations ; 
the  temporal  faviours  and  deliverers  from 
time  to  time  raifed  up,  with  circvimftan- 
ces  appropriated  to  the  purpofe  ;  with  all 
the  anointed  prophets,  priefts,  intercef- 
fors,  and  kings,  raifed  up  from  time  to 
time,   with  the  fame  fort  of  circumftan- 

ces. 
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flfa^vilf^  1^  fibtoitl*  SMh  cue  ri]Bfhteouf- 
fKr»^«h'^^»lV4itMdcuRl,>:with  itfe,  lights 
«ftf' heAl4ng/^<*fc (his  -v^ringsy  and  fhow^ 
ftlihftlf,"tfy  M«^iachfev«inefet?,  to  be  the 
^^it  pMifrfcec^''''i»ttdi|it»ri  ^and  interceflor, 
flii  fo)v<i^gttl  Ldrdi  ond^'King  in  the  new 
j^Vi^teth;'  >rv  is'^ih  -^thefe  •  offides,  but  e* 
Ij^ecil^ly>^'ltt''hi8'  riwnner-'of  executing 
dkbmf >*  'that'  'itt  '■  ftgtid»  iutt  >ohly  ia .  an  in- 
Oa^ftifi^?  -biit'Vety  endieaciing  light  to  the 
children  of  Adam.  i. 

5:jf^%i(tter^Je4>ident,-  that  all  theft -dfflces 
)€^l<£|ith6in)land  thaiC  itb  with  them  his 
tRU^tfft  Jtts.v  It  is  from  among  theih  that 
l^dMhabiKftftts  of'Che  new  Jerufaleiia^  ids 
iSii»  worlds  >aM>tO'  be  gathered.  But  tbe 
i1(Mrd>nhi»<  np; ( where,  faid, .  that  all. the 
tMldMh  of  yi^dam  fhslU  hajre  this  priyi- 
lege<iv:iit  ikyS'the  contrary  .very  exprefsly, 
brndntBusevieoatiSvaniwerable.  He  is  indeed 
fi^geeghet)  acprieft,  ;and  a  king ;  he  is  a.  far 
nrnour.and'dsUtvercrto  raankind,  a  mediator 
bed/)wcpoQod'and  t^imt  ibuiiheifi  fovereign 
Ua  thsm  all^itas  Godj<his  Itather  iSf.irom 
•4dMoau>he  h«s.sh4S  \nftrU9iJtiQns,  .and  whi(;h, 
(meaaw  i«u«):  he .<  very  tpun^u^Uy.tfpUqkW!^ 
Hdhasj  done  i&>  xaAchi  < ;  thati  .wb  ..^we  jTwc 
,*>VoL.II.  3  H  he 
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he  is  able  "to  fave  to  the uttermoft :*'  fuch 
is  his  power,  fuch  the  value  qf  his  'all-fuf- 
ficieut  facriiicey  and  the  worth  t>f  his  in-» 
^rceflion,  fhat  there  is  no  fin  fo  great, 
or  fo  greatly  aggravated^  as  to  be  beyond 
the  reach  of  his  merit,  nor  any  finner  fo 
obdurate  as  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  his 
power.  There  is  no  room  then  left  for 
defp^r  J  but  ilill  there  is  as  httle  ground 
of  certainty  to  aiiy.  When  they  fee,  in- 
dee49  that  he  hath  done  all  t;hings  well, 
they  cannot  but  love  him,  and  wilh  them- 
felves  under  his  care ;  but,  after  all,  anxi- 
ety and  diftrefs  mull  continue,  \mtil  they 
fee  accefe  for  themfelves,  in  p^rticuJar^ 
to  claim  the  benefit  of  all  that  he  hath 
done. 

This  diftrefs,  it  is  tnie^  is^much  allevia- 
ted, when,  to  the  great  things  he  hath  done, 
we  add  his  endearing  manner  of  doing 
them.  Every  body  knows,  that,  in  the 
greateft  adlions,  the  manner  is  as  muck 
minded  as  the  thing  itfelf,  and  generally 
affedls  us  more ;  and  indeed  it  is  in  the 
circumftances  chiefly,  that  the  merit  lies, 
^nd  the  fame  a(5Uon  may  be  either  great 
or  little,  generous  or  felfifh,  and  ac- 
cordingly 
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cordingly  pleafing  or  difagreeable,  as  it  is 
managed. 

It  is   die   great  commendation   of  our 
great  Redeemer,    that-  he  could  have  no- 
thing of  felfifli  or  interefted  views  in  his 
midertaking,  any  more  than  God  could 
have  in  creat\ng  the  world.     The  whole 
intention  of  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  man-^ 
kind;  they  reap  all  the  advantage,  and 
nothing  remains  to  him  but  the  generous 
and  amiable  pleafure  of  doing  good.     The 
glory  arifing  from  it  is  nothing  to  him, 
becaufe  no  part  of  his  happinefs  depends 
On  it.     And  when  it  is   confidered  what 
great  things  he  did,  how  low  he  (looped^ 
how  he  pleafed  not,    minded  not  himfelf, 
and  devoted    himfelf  entirely,    his   very 
life  and  foul,  to  the  fervice  of  man ;  how 
refolutely,  and  with  the  true  fpirit  of  a 
difinterefted  hero,  he  gave  himfelf  a  ran*- 
fom  for  the  periihing  fons  of  Adam ;  how 
he  triumphed  over  death  and  hell,   at  the 
very  time  he  feemed  to  be  overcome  by 
them,  making  a  fhow  of  them  openly  on 
that  crofs  by  which  they  thought  to  de- 
ftroy  him  j  how  he  retains  the  fame  ten*- 
demefs  and  affection  in  the  afBuence  of 
glory  and  honour  he^  is  entered  upon  the 
3  H  2  poffeflion 
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pofTeffion  of;  and  that  his  very  enjoy- 
ment of  them  lies  in  communicating  thefe 
his  unexhauitible  treaiures  to  his  poor 
brethren,  whom  he  has  condefcended  to 
make  fuch  by  becoming  one  of  them : 
when  we  confider  all  this,  how  amiable 
muft  he  appear?  Thefe  are  very  feint 
(ketches  of  his  petfeA  beauty,  but  fuch 
as,  however  carefully  ftudied,  can  no 
more  be  perfedlly  apprehended,  than  that 
love  of  his  from  which  they  flowed. 

In  thefe  views   of  faith,   and   the  im- 

preffion  they  make   upon  the   heart,   the 

ientiments,   aflPedlions,   and  paflions,  per 

culiar  to  the  Chriftiaji   life,  are   further 

formed  and  carried  on.     The  man  comes 

to  be  more  and  more  pleafed  with  Chrift, 

and,  in  the  fame  proportion,    reconciled 

to  God  ;    more  and  more  mortified  to  the 

world,    and  all  relations  and  interefts  in- 

confident  with  Chrifl,   and  his  way  of  fa- 

ving  and  giving  eternal  life :   the  foul  is 

drawn  out  after  him,    counts  them  happy 

beyond  exprefEon  whom  he  has  chofen 

and   called,   and   nothing   will   fatisfy  it 

without  him.     But  flill  imcertainty  and 

anxiety  mars  his  pleafiirej.  he  finds  no 

|[round  for  defpair,   yet  reckons  it  prcr 

fumpdoA 
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fumption  to  hope  until  he  is  led  forwardr 
4.  To  confider  the  record,  as  it  con- 
tains a  perfedl  warrant  to  every  foul  that 
will,  to  apply  to  him,  and  make  tife^of 
him  as  their  Saviour  in  particular. 

The  great  ground  of  this  warrant  is,  the 
provifion  God  has  made  in  him  of  eternal 
life,  and  the  gift  held  forth  in  common  un- 
to the  children  of  men.  This  is  the  account 
the  Apoftle  gives  of  the  record;   which 
whofoever  believes  not,  hath  made  God 
a  liar:   i  John  v.    10.  11.   "  And  this   is 
"  the  record,  that  God  hath  given  unto 
"  us  eternal  life :    and  this  life  is  in  his 
**  Son."     And  as  this  is  a  point  of  the  ut- 
mofl  moment,   and  as  the  life,   as  well  as 
the  peace  and  comfort,  of  the  Chriftian  de- 
pends almoft  wholly  upon  it,  ithasemploy- 
-ed  the  thoughts  and  pens  of  almoft  every  one 
who  has  thought  or  written  at  all  on  thefe 
fubje(5ls.     And  it  had  been  much  to  be 
wiihed,  that  men  had  confulted  the  re- 
cord more,   and  indulged  their  own  ap- 
prehenfions  and  experiences  Icfs,  in  thefe 
^   matters. 

As  the  Apoftle  ftatcs  it,  and  he  cer- 
tainly underftood  it,  the  gift  is  full  and 
free,  and  under  no  manner  of  limitation 

but 
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but  one,   if  it  may  be  called  one,  that 
**  this  life  is  in  his  Son ;"  whence  it  una- 
voidably follows,    **  That   he   who   hath 
*'  the  Son,   hath  life ;   and  he  that  hath 
"  not  the  Son   of  God,   hath   not   life.** 
But  indeed  this  is  no  limitation   at  all^  if 
it  be   duly  underftood.     So  far   from  it, 
that  by  eternal  life  being  lodged  in  Jefus 
Chrift,    as  it  is  for   the  behoof  of  man- 
kind,  it  is  not    only   given,   but  fo  far 
adlually  fecured  for  them,  and  conveyed  to 
them.     And  this,    of  all  things  that  could 
be  imagined,    is  what  makes  fuch  a  fur- 
prifing  thing  as  this  is,  not  only  moft  cre- 
dible,  but  aflPords  the  ftrongeft  confirma- 
.  tion  of  it  that  could  poffibly  be  devifed. 
That  thert  is  indeed  fuch  a  thing  as  ex- 
ternal life,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  who 
believes  that  Chrift  is  in  poffeflion  of  it ;  and 
as  it  is  in  his  public  charadter  as  media- 
tor,  and  particularly  as  a  truftee  for  both 
parties,  that  he  is  entered  on  the  poileilioii 
of  it,  it  can  be  as  little  doubted  that  it  is 
defigned  for  man;  and  that  the  promife 
and  gift  of  it  is   true  and  real,   fuch  as 
cannot  mifs  of  its  effedls,   but  by  rcfulal 
or  negled,  which  are  in  c(k€i  the  fame 
thing. 

But 
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•    But  fuch  is  the  weaknefs,   and,  I  muft 
add,  the  perverfenefs  of  the  human  mind, 
in  our  prefent  low  ftate,  that  this  high- 
eft  fecurity,  on  which  our  faith  and  hope 
ihould  be  eftabliflied  with  a  proportional 
firmnefs,  is   ftrangely  mifimproved  unto 
the  great  occafion  of  perplexity  and  con- 
fufion.     **  He    that    hath   the  Son,  hath 
"  life;''  that  is  unqueftionably  tn^e:  but 
it  is  equally  true,   "  he  that  hath  not  the 
**  Son,  hath  not  life/'     How  then  fhall 
we  have  him?  and  how  Ihall  we  know 
whether  we  have  him  or  not?     And  un- 
til we  know  we  have  him,   how  can  we 
believe,  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eter- 
nal life?     efpecially    when  we  are   told, 
that  there  is  an  eternal  unchangeable  e- 
ledlion  made  by  the  eternal  God,   of  the 
particular  perfons  who  are  given  (fo  Chrill ; 
that  for  thefe   he  died,    and    for   thefe, 
and  no  others,  he  intercedes ;   and  confc- 
quently,  that  to  thefe  alone  he  muft  be  gi- 
ven, and  they  only  can  have  him*     Thus, 
by  drawing  in  what  it  is  impofliblc  for 
any  man  to  be  reflJlved  about,   faith  is 
at  a  ftand,    and  the  whole  bufincfs  of  c- 
tcrnal  life  along  with  it, 

•'  Wc  muft  not  fpcak  wickedly  even  for 

"  God/' 
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CJod^**  much  lefs  for  ouHclves :  isirhatevef 
difficulties  we  fiad  ourfelves  or  oar  fiiendf 
involved  in,  we  muft  not  prefume  either 
to  vitiate  or  explain  away  any  part  of  the 
record ;  as  I  am  very  certain  thoie  do,  who 
will  not  allow  of  any  eledion  of  peribns,  bnt 
fuch  as  is  made  in  time,  according  to  die 
qualities  and  previous  difpofinons  of  the 
perfons  choien  to  eternal  life;  or  thatChrift 
redeemed,  and  died  for  one  more  than  ano- 
thCT:  or  who  affirm,  that  the  gift  of  eternal 
life  is  common  equally  to  all  mankind,  and 
only  limited  by  certain  conditions,  viz.  faith 
and  repentance,  andfbmeadd,umverfalho- 
linefs,  and  perfeverance  therdn;  and  that 
the  performance  of  thefe  conditions  other 
gives  the  right,  or  at  leaft  clears  it  up  to  us. 
And  thus  they  pretend  the  matter  ftands 
in  the  record ;  and  adduce  all  thoie  places 
where  faith  and  repentance,  with  that  ho- 
linefs  of  life  which  inieparably  attends 
them,  (land  fo  peremptorily  enjoined, 
and  damnation  denounced  againft  all  ne- 
gleclors ;  to  which  they  add,  what  leems 
to  import,  that  God  wills  the  falvation  of 
all  equally,  and  that  Chrift  died -fbr  all ; 
though,  in  truth,  univerial  falvation  is 
as  much  in  the  record,  as  univer^  re- 

*  demption 
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demption   in  order  to  it ;   though   in  o- 
ther   refpedls,   more  than    one,    all  men 
are  both  redeemed  and  faved  by  Chrift. 
:    Was  the  bufinefs  of  eternal  life  well  un- 
derftood,   I   apprehend  it  would  appear, 
that  fuch  a  fcheme  of  falvation  has  not 
only  no  foundation  in  the  divine  record, 
but  that   it   is   abfolutely   impoffible    in 
the  nature  of  the  thing.     By   what   we 
have  already  had  occafion  to  obferve,    e- 
ternal  life  is  none  of  thofe  things  which 
can  be   conveyed  in   the  courfe  of  what 
we  call  moral  government,    nay  nor   by 
a  mere   adl  of  grace,    whether   abfolute 
or  conditional.    It  muft  be  conferred  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  by  the  fkme  power, 
that   the   firft  creation-life   was ;    and  is, 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes,    as  proper  and 
true  a  creation  as  that  was,   though  not 
extending  ^t  firft  to  any  fenfible  alteration 
on  the  body.     And  yet,  as  the  whole  hu- 
man conftitution  is  new  moulded  by  the 
Spirit  of  life  uniting  ^ith  the  human  foul, 
the  body  too,  in  its  animal  afFe<£lions  and 
pafllons,  undergoes  a  very  real  and  re^- 
markable  change.     This   being  the  cafe, 
and  that  it  is  fo  the  whple  record   \&  wit- 
nefs,   matters   muft   be   carried   on  there 
Vql.IL  31  in 
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in  the  courfe  of  creation-grace,  where  thb 
creature  itfelf  can  have  no  fh^re,  but  the 
glory  of  all  accrues  to  the  creator.  And 
we  had  occafion  to  obferire  how  things  arc 
fo  ordered,  that  the  creature  itfelf  is  con^ 
fcious  of,  and  therefore  a  witnefs  to  this 
great  and  fundamental  conftitution  of  thft 
new  creation. 

This  being  the  cafe  ;  and  as  it  is  plaii^ 
by  the  event  that  they  orft  otly  Jhfne  of 
mankind  that  are  thus  chpfai,  and  fitted 
up  tp  be  inhabitants  of  the  nev#:  and 
eternal  world,  v^hile  many,  iiay  wc 
may  f^y  the  bulk  of  mankind,  ar6  one 
way  or  other  left  to  pprilh ;  will  any  ima- 
gine that  this  happens  by  chance,  or  any 
other  way,  rather  than  by  divine  direc- 
tion ? 

But  the  men  make  high  profeflioiis  of 
their  regard  to  God,  and  particularly 
what  they  call  his  moral  character,  and 
afk,  with  afTurance,  how  it  is  coniiftent 
with  his  juftice  and  fincerity,  to  call  men 
to  believe,  and  to  denounce  eternal  ^Ven- 
geance againft  them  that  dp  not  ^  to  inake 
fuch  folemn  profeflions  of  bis  (m^*  rea- 
dinels  and  wiUingnefs  to  faye  tfcieto,  ai^ 
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to  lay,  that  they  will  not,   and  that  their 
deilrudlion  is  of  themfelves  ? 

What  if  we  fhduld  anfwer^  We  cannot 
tell  ?  and  give  this  gpod  reafon  for  our 
being  willingty,  ignorant  of  it,  that  we 
are  none  of  God's  judges  ?  Either  the  fadls 
are  as  they  ftaite  them,  01*  they  are  not. 
If  they  afe  not,  God  needs  no  apology  for 
what  is  none  of  his  doing.  If  they  are  foy 
they  are  his  doings,  and  he  needs  none  of 
t)Ui*  afliitance  to  fupport  his  procedure, 
and  it  is  aftoniihing  impudence  to  impeach 
hini.  JBut  it  muft  be  much  more  fo  when 
the  cajTe  is  confidered  as  he  has  laid  it. 
Whatejs^er  commands  he  has  laid  on  man- 
Idnd,  he  has  ailured  us,  **  that  of  our- 
*•  felves  we  can  do  i^othing  ;**  that  faith 
itfelf  is  his  gift,  and  cannot  be  had  but 
■by  the  Spjirit  of  Chrift,  Thence  it  is  evi- 
dent, .  that  t^e  divine  fincerity  is  in  no 
danger. 

.  3^t  hpw  come$  he  to  command  what 

W/e  cptHpot  perfoj:m  ?    We  may  aik   a- 

gaifl^  Hpw  he  came  to  fay,  "  Let  there 

/:^.I?P  ligbt*"   apd."  Let  the  waters  brin^ 

,^*  jfoi^/Uying  create  And  in/  the 

V  ^  3I2     '   '"r'^ft. 


i 
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"  eft,  and  arife  from  thQ'  iJead/'  ^t^  It 
would  be  very  abfurd  inman  t6j]^2k 
thus;  but  not  fo  in  God,  who  cauttvddi 
a  Command  eflFedl  the  thing,  wfaateveiT  it 
be.  Our  Lord  ftates  the  cafe  as  !lti'isj 
John  V.  25.  "  The  hour  cometh^-^^UMi 
"  now  isj  when  the  dead  fhall  heir  »tlii 
"  voice  of  the  Son  of  God:  and  thcj^ 
*'  that   hear   Ihall  Hve.'*  -/' 

But  how  comes  it  then,  fay^  they,  thaS!  he 
does  not  fecond  his  command  with  power? 
And  they  may  add,  if  they  fo  pleafS, 
Why  *'  does  he  yet  find  fatdt  I  for  t^hb 
*'  hath  refitted  his  will  ?"  Our  Lord  give* 
the  true  reafon,  Luke  x.  21.  "  I  thank 
**  thee,  O  Father,  that  thou  haft  hid  thefc 
*'  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent^  and 
**  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes."  He 
does  not  refufe  that  it  was  God's  doing,  or 
turn  it  upon  man ;  but  lands  it  here,  **  E- 
"  ven  fo,  Father,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in 
**  thy  fight  "  And  the  Apoftle  Paul  points 
ftrongly  to. the  abfufdity  of  meafuring  the 
^  procedure  in  the  new  creation  by  the  rules 
of  moral  government:  *'  Who  art  thou,  O 
**  man,   that  replieft  againft  God  ?    fliall 

the  thing  formed  fay  to  him  th^tfoxni^ 

''  ed 


(( 
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**  ed  it^  Why  haft  thou  made  me  thus  ? 
•*  Hkth  not  the  potter  power  over  the 
*'  clay,  of  the  fame  lump  to  make  one 
*'  vefTel  unto  honour,  and  another  unto 
**  difhonour  ?"  Rom.  ix.  20.  21.  Thefe 
things  are  iftatters  of  mere  grace  ;  he  can 
be  debtor  to  none,  and,  without  all  que- 
(lion,  he  may  do  what  he  pleafes  with  his 
own. 

But  after  all,  may  one  fay,  How  can  a- 
iiy  one  believe  the  record,  "  that  God  hath 
**  given  him  eternal  life,"  when  the  whole 
is  left  fo  loofe,  and.  apparently  arbi»- 
trary  ?  I  anlwer.  The  whole  is  indeed  left 
on  free  fovereign  grace,  and  there  it 
Ihould  and  muft  reft.  So  long  as  a  jfinner 
of  Adam's  race  is  not  content  to  put  it  on 
that  iffue,  but  infifts  on  the  terms  of  a 
moral  government,  he  can  have  no  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  grace  of  the  new  creation, 
but  has  a  fpirit  utterly  inconfiftent  with 
it.  Yet  this  is  fo  far  from  difcouraging 
the  hope,  and  even  the  faith,  of  a  truly 
convinced  and  humbled  (inner,  that,  of 
all  things  that  can  be  imagined,  it  is  the 
only  one  that  can  remove  his  greateft 
difcouragiements,    vii.'his'own  vilenefs, 

and 


^  ^ 
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and  his  utter  iilabilil:^^' to' Obi^^  Mmfdfif 
both  which  he  feels  fi):ribifib%f  ditft^ 
fiich  a  creature- bd  jmt  tmflenotlMr  i^oft 
perfedt  moral  g^^^enimeiic, 'aadboBdos  tile 
terms  of  life  as  eafy  a6'4my^;ixiaa.tiaref^en^ 
ture  to  make  them,  it  wosiihl^licliixii'  nfiA 
defpair,  wluch  nothing  ca(u^x«iiavfefajii: 
the  proipedl  of  a  throne^  of  gfacc/.  ahdidfe 
life  lodged  in  Chrift  Jefus.  ^'r->/i/,!r 

And  when  we  add  to  thia^f  duKntlKe 
grant  of  grace^  as  it  Hands  in  the  « otord, 
is  fo  conceived  as  to  exclude .  Booe^  ;«il^ 
that  no  one  of  the  children  of  iiien;i$  mfigf 
or  lefs  warranted  to  apply  it  than  aaoffac^v 
there  is  no  iinall  groiuid  of  hope;  A^ 
as  the  fentiments  and  ajB^adionsi  forgnedy 
mentioned  are  ilill  carried  further  itpw 
this  view,  Chrift  appears  ftill  mora  fM1& 
lent  and  lovely,  and  the  life  that  is  lodge(l 
in  him  more  defirable  ;  the  he^rt  is,  ^ore 
and  more  knit  to  him ;  and  the  aeaj^!^ 
falvation  approaches,  the  moire  eame{% 
will  it  be  purfued :  though  1%  m^  2^ 
ways  be  acknowledged,,  that  howin^:  ^ 
Ibul  is  kept  waiting,  yet  it  ^ndtker  ^qil3f>f 
nor  can  make  any  pardcilar  and  qwetipg 
concluiion,  imtil,  under  the  dk^^ii^&.f^ 
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th&Holy  Stutfit^  Chrift  and  his  falvatiou 
axie 'brought  hearer.  And  that  is  done, 
ii  ^5;  When  chc  Lord  Jefus  is  fet  forth  in 
the  Fobord  as  fen«>  of  God^  to  be  received 
by  finners  of » mankind;  fet  forth,  to  be 
|)elieved  onandtrufled  in^  for  anfwering 
fAh  the  purpofes  of  eternal  life ;  and  all 
that  hear  the  record,  permitted,  called, 
invited,  preffed, .  nay  very  peremptorily 
fKMnmanded^  to  believe  in  his  name. 
'I  have  laid  all  thefe  together;  becaufe, 
fccVwever  they  contain  different  views,  and 
may  be  diftindlly  confidered,  when  one 
propoies  to  difcourfe  at  large  upon  this 
^ubjedl;  yet  all  have  the  fame  tendency 
tfy  warrant  and  oblige  the  hearers  of  the 
gofpei  to  acquiefce  and  reft  in  Chrift,  as 
the  great -p(pdinance  of  God  for  eternal 
life.      - 

And  here  we  muft  advert  to  what  we 
before  obferved,  of  the  particular  import 
<tf  *'  believing  in  €hrift,  when  the  promife 
jcif  eternal  life  is  fet  before  us,  as  here 
l^alid'and  ratified  in  him.  It  is  the  fame 
Mlih.  believing  in  his  name,  or  being 
^tfuftded'that  he  certainly  will  anfwer  all 
Hht  pihtpo^sto  us  for  idiich  he  is  fent 
'^iid  given  to  mankind  j  whicl^  is  well  ex- 

prefled 
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prefled  by*  t\iiJF  mA  confidence '  in  -  him  z 
and'fof"  this  one  needs  no  other  ^^aitant 
or  indiiceihetfti  -  after  the  irie^s  we  have 
been  taking  of  him,  thaift  Go^^pemuffim 
to  rely  upon  him ;  of  which  we  ihould 
have  had  fiifficieftt  evidence,  etai  though 
we  had  been  left  with  nothing  more  than 
C!hrift  fent  unto  us,  and  fet  before  us,  as 
he  is  in  the  record,  chofen  and  appointed 
by  God  to  be  a  perfe<fl  remedy  againft  fin, 
and  all  its  confequences ;  and  that  by  be- 
coming fpirit  and  life  to  all  that  receive 
him. 

•  Among  the  many  emblems  defigned  to 
reprefent  and  illuftrate  this  truft  or  cbnfi'^ 
dence  to  every  capacity,  there  are  two  ve^ 
ry  remarkable  ones,  viz.  the  children  of 
Ifrael  palling  from  Egypt  into  the  promi- 
fedland;  and  the  brazen  ferpent  lifted  up 
in  the  wildemefs  for  the  cure  of  the  lirael- 
ites  bitten  by  the  fiery  ferpents.  There 
was  an  ordinance  of  God  in  both  cafes : 
Mofes  was  fent  with  a  fpecial  CQmmiflion; 
and  the  brazen  ferpent  was  fet  up  for  the 
whole  Ifraelites.  Such  as  believed  Mofes, 
and  obeyed,  were  brought  into  the  land 
of  Canaan,  while  the  reft  fell  in  the  wil- 
dernefa.     Thofe  whp  looked  to  the  brazep 

ferpent 
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fo»pcnt*Jiv(pdfj^..whilft  thofc  that  did  not; 
dwrir^rfcthmr.'wou^ds.    In  bpth  cafes,  faith 
.QrvcDnfldencQrin  the  ordinance  of  God  was 
tisMd^jfbimdation  of ,  their  compliance;   but 
iD(/w;a6  ::  the  .power  of  God  that   brought 
t^noiinto  the  land^   it  was  the  power  of 
God  that  healed  their  deadly  wounds, 
s  But  when,  befides  a  permiflion,  we  are 
balled  (and  all  that  hear  the  gofpel  are 
caJled)  to-bjelicve  in  him  for  life,   and  ex- 
pert it :  from  him,    what  can  ^  be  defired 
mp^J     Ypt  we  have  more;  we  are  invi- 
ted in  the  moft  endearing  manner^  and 
J^$>^iQyitatian  is  prefled  by  the  moft  in- 
terefting  ipaotives  that  can  be  conceived. 
What  th^en  can  be  faid  either  for  a  refufal 
teC;i^/.delpy  ?,     Nothing  furely  at  bottom, 
4jiili  junwillixiignefs  to  renounce  all,   and 
i)?e4eire  all  ip.  the  hands  of  Jefus.     But  it 
iSiioffibijtipretended,  that  "  many  are  call- 
yiSi^dt,   and,  few  chofen;"  and  how  Ihall 
^^^pw  th^t  we  axe  chofen?     Why,  tru- 
^\y,::t^y  .UQ  poffible  way  ija  the  world,  but 
•jfey  gi^y^g  ^?  .inc)tlves  their  due  weight, 
.and;  tqmpJyijRg.  wit]^  the   ca^^^     But  we 
/iwate.fflfl  ftri?ngt;li,j.nf)  pqwer,  to  come  ei- 
-fch^r.>5ftiS9cqiy^  Qhfij(l^.or.tQ  ^eli^ye  in  him. 

ii&Q^ikmw^i  i9^:i^.vt^9M;H?*^^^^  aflured 
.r;:;y<>L.  IL  3  K  us, 


r 
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lis,  that  we  have  no  ftrength.  But  arc 
you  willing  to  have  it  ? ''  He  has  laid  it 
ready  in  Chrift;  and  it  is  the  "Very  inten- 
tion of  fending  him,  and  falling'  'you  to 
receive  and  truft  him,  that  yoti  ibay  have 
both  life  and  ftrength  from  him,  for  etery 
adling  and  exfetcife  of  the  fpiritual  life.' 

'  But  ftill  fome  will  fay,  (and  a  very  tm- 
reafonable  faying  it  is).  The  call  and  invi- 
tation is  hot  particularly  difefted  to  toe. 
It  might  be  a  fufficient  an^er  to  fay.  You 
ai*e  not  excepted,  and  are  as  partictiferly 
(failed  as  ever  any  that  believed  was;  Sotoe 
particular  kinds  of  men,  labouring  tinder 
particular  difcouragements,  are  exprtfsly 
ciUed,  viz.  '^  fuch  as  hunger  and'AiHl,*' 
*•  fuch^as  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden*|** 
and  they  who  find  themfelves  in  fiich  fitu- 
ations,  may  certainly  conclude  themfJ^lves 
Called  in  particular.     But  that  none  may 
plead  excufe,  the  open  proclamatioii  ftSnds 
on  record,    ^  Whofoever  will,    Icf  Mm 
"  come."     Either  then  you   are  called,  or 
you  are  not  willing.     But  be  it  fo,  'that 
none  of  tliefe   things  wiH  include   ymi, 
there  is  fomething  in  the  fecoril  ihkt  icfr- 
tainly  will.  It  is  the  pereiriptory  coiiini^hd 
of  God,  '**  to  believe  ott'him  whom  he 

"  hath 
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"  h'ath  fentj"  ind  who  dare  fay  this  is 
not  diredlcd  tp  them  ?        '  » 

.  6.  We  muil  add  to  this  the  fuUeft  and 
mofl  unlijpited  aflurance  of  fucceft  to  e*- 
very  foul  that  comes  to  hinx,  and  beUevca 
pn  hijn.  ,       . 

Nothing  can  be.ftronger  than  what  our 
I^ord  fays  of  the  love  of  the^Atiier,  John 
iii.  1 6.  "  God. ib  loved  the  Tv^orld,.  jthat  he 
"  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  'wbg-r 
^\fo€ver  belieyeth  in  him,  fliould  npt.pfn 
*'  rifli,  but  have,  eyerlafting  life."  And 
John  vi.  40.  he  affures  .us,  ^'  This  is  t^p 
*'  will  of  the  Fathqr,  that  whofoever  ieett 
*'  the  Son,  and  believeth  on  him,ihall  hayp 
"  €temal  life."  And  how  ftrongly  does  he 
lecpnd  his  own  invitation  to  come,  to  hin^ 
in  th^  37t;h,verfe  of  that  fame  chapter? 
**  Him  that  jDometh  unto  me,  I  /vjrillift  po 
*'  wiie  caft  out."  ,,,But  what  i>eed  we  mo- 
tion particulars^  when  the  record  is  evpr^ 
where  full  of  thefe  uffurances;    .;       .      ,, 

It  is  evident  juqthing  can  be  defire4^  nop 
even  imagined,  more  exprels  y ; , ^nd  ^ Wjh^re 
d^ey  have  not  their  effe^Sl,  it  nxuft;  :be.;9W- 
ing  to  foxnething  elfe  than  want  of  pr^jJi^ 
affur^nces ;  efpeciaUy  when,  t^ey  fland 
conjaeded,  as  they  are,  with  the  perfonal 
3  K  2  and 
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and  public  charader  <rf  thc;f great)  ^He^ 
dcemcr,  and  the  faithfulncfs;  axiii  ibiady 
unbiafTed  love  he  has  fhawn.td^hejdrii- 
dren  of  Adam;  the  truft  cbmmittedTlo 
him  of  the  Fadicr,  and  his^  open  jirofeffiAi 
of  making  this  his  bufinefs,  '*  to  fedt'UAd 
*^  to  fave  that  which  was  loft  j>  hchr  'he 
is  fent  to  be  received,  that  is,'  fet.  forth  to 
be  believed  on,  and  tmfted  td.  Nay;  Ms 
mediatorial  «glory  and  honour  is  pledged 
upon  it ;  and  the  glory  6f  the  riches  bf 
divine  grace.  Thefe  are  great  things?;*  and 
however  a  broken-hearted  finncr  mayi*  and 
very  juftly  may,  reckon  himfelf  below  ibis 
notice,  and  much  more  unworthy  of -any 
favour,  it  is  notwithftanding  to- 'be  re- 
membered, that  he  does  for  his  own 
name's  fake;  and  he  gives,  '^not  by  works 
**  of  righteoufnefs  done  by  men^  but  ac- 
*'  cording  to  his  own  mercy."  Andthit 
is  altogether  free.  Works  cannot  rccom-' 
mend,  nor  the  utmoft  vilenefs  exclude. 
Where  fin  abounds,  grace  abounds  much 
more  abundantly.  ^^ 

But  there  is  yet  a  further  afTuraiice  frdm 

what  our  Lord  hath  told  :us.   That  **  no 

^'  man  qan  come  unto  him  Tinlefs  the  Fa- 

"  th^r  draw. him  j"^  and^  ^s  ak confequentfc 

:  4^f 
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of'this^  thafwhofoevercottieth^'iriuft  have 
♦^-  heard  and^  leaimed  ofl  thd  Father.*? j    It  is 
thfe  peduliar  cxcellenc)^  of /the  cohftitution  of 
grace  asric  ilandsiin  thbr  facrod>rectod,  and 
» neiieti  o£  the '  ^  low^eft .  evidebcds  iof  t  divine 
wifiteril  there,  that;  every*  part  oonta^butes 
tb  ftfdngthea  another;    and,'  '"mtb  Joint 
fotfceviprAmote-thiB  defign  o£  the  »lvhole. 
What  Our  Lord  there  faySvWoUld,'^at=firft 
*fightJ^  feem  a  difcouragement^:  ami'  has: 
been' often  abufed  that  way,:  jas  if  it  -  were 
an  obftacle  laid  in  the  poor  foul's  ^ay,  ft- 
gainffc  fo  inuch  as  attempting  to  come  to 
Chrift.     It  really  is  not  fo,  in  whatever 
^Kght  we  view  it,    but  a  vwy  neceffary 
caution  againft  attempting  to  come  dn  a- 
ny  odier  prefumption  than  the' aids  and 
drawing  of  the  divine  Spirit.     But  a  fur- 
thet*  and  much  higher  ufe  of  it  falls  in 
here  s  ■  when  the  foul  is  thus  drawn,   the 
heart  clofing  with  CSirift,  and  atquiefcing 
ih-^th^  falheis  and  all-fufficiency  of  this, 
great  ordinance  «f  God,   but  difcouraged 
by  the  fenfe  and  feeling  tif  tmwt)lrfhiiiefs> 
dae  refle^ioh  6riithis,   that  it  is  nfot'they, 
but  God  him^lf^  •  who  feadi  ^en  ftrch  a 
tiskii '  to  th^  hfeattsr;  and  carried'  th6iii  fo 
ferjrgi^ii&the^-preTp^  be 

^'  ^  defired. 
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defirwL    And  whea.  ^i.A^poQi^s  4et^c 
mioation  ifr  added  to  if,.  ,**  dut  be . j»rhp 
^^  hatk  beguiii^  will  p^rfci^cdie  gOpdji^Q^ 
^'  in  them  unto  the  day  of^  Chrift^'*  ih^ 
have  the  f irileft  afiurance».  th^  ^  iQpfl .  ^^Ij( 
not  forfate  th^  work  of  hisi  owa^j^;^aads*  ,  ^i 
:    And  now  obe  m^y  very  jn^y  concjjjocjlff 
the  Chrii^n!s  heart. eftablHhed  fuffici^^ 
ly  on  Chrift  Jefus^   ^nd  that  he  haS;  xio 
more  to  do  but  to  enter,  with  cheafiiil 
confidence,  on  the  proper  buiiaei^  ^d 
entertainments  of  the  Chxiftian  life,    .-^ut 
our  gracious  God  does   not  kave  them 
unprovided  there.    But,  .. 

'  7.  The  record  contains,  and  holds  £prth. 
to  us,  a  fair  account  of  the  Chrjf^ians 
ilate,  and  the  abundant  provifion  that  is 
made  for  all  exigencies  and  occurreijVfefs^ 
in  thofe  great  and  precious  promifes  wi^c^ 
are  fealedand  ratified  in  Chrift  J^fus* 

What  dxeiVpoftle  fays  of  ChriitiaQs  in 
general,  holds  true  of  every  individ^oal^ 
ind  extend  to  eyeiry  condition,  he  is;  or 
can  be, in:  "Eye  hath  npt  feen,  nor, ear 
^*  heard^  nor  h?i.t:h  it  entered;  into  tlf^ 
"  lieart  of  man  to  conceive  w^at  G04 
^  *  hadi  prepared,  for  theoi :  rfiat  love  hi^" 
And  if  God  ha4  not  r? veiiled  it  :\^ilo  us  ^)y 

his 
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hlS^  Spirit^  'Which*  fearehes  all  things, 
tte  Chiiftkn  himfclf  mufi  have  continued 
fb'-iiiuth  a  ftrangcr  to  hid  own  privileges, 
tKat  he  would  have  been  ready  to  iky 
aisf  Nicodemus  did,  How  can  thefe  things 
be?'  They  are  indeed  fo  many  and  fo 
.  Ri^,  that  to'  fet  them  in  their  proper 
Kght,  the  tbcord  itfelf  muft  be  had  re- 
couffe  to,  whkh  only  cah  do  them  ju- 
(licc. 

The  Apoftle  gives  it  in  one  word: 
**  We  are  complete  in  him,  who  is  the 
**  head  bf  principalities  and  powers.^* ' 
So  that  the  Chriftian  hais  no  occafion 
tb'Tiave  recourfe  any  where  elfe,  either 
td  circumcifibri,  and  the  rituar  obler- 
ifervknce  of  Mofes's  law,  which  was  the 
fafhion  of  thofe  days,  or  to  any  thing 
which  men  have  laid  ftrefs  upon  fince: 
*'  Neither  circumcifion  availeth  any  thing, 
**^  hor  uncircumfion ;  but  faith  that  wbrfc^ 
^  by  love." 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  ob- 
bbfervi,  how  Chriftians  are  crucified  ivkh 
Chriji.  B^  their  fellowfhip  in  his  iuffer- 
tii'gs,  and  conformity  unt^i^  his  '•  death, 
they '  are  irueified  '  t6  tlid  ^drldy .  and  be- 
<:6mt  dead 'ti'>tlw*ldW^'  fe^thte  tkdy  have 
'**  nothing 


;^6    '    Th&CamnrtMwlA^m:  'M  ','u 

nodiing  to  ho})e  Cft  fbu-  frofti^ckfaBr.  Hev»3 
by  the  domifiion  of  fift  i^  ddhtyvied,  ^if^ 
ftmg-  taken  from  deai^ ;  and '"^  if  tibeylfiiq 
••  they  have  an*  advocate  Witit'tke-Fatk^ 
*•  Jcfus  Chrift  the  righteous,  wh*'is  hiiB^ 
**  lelf  the  propitiation  for  fin."  We  havi 
likewife  feen  how  they  are  planced-  iato 
the  likenefs  of  his  refurredion,  and  par^* 
take  of  his  Spirit  and  hfe ;  how  dbey  ard 
tinited  unto  him  in  the  neareft  manner, 
and  by  him  become  the  children  of  God, 
heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Qirift: 
^nd  who  can  declare  or  fully  conceive  the 
excellency  of  the  inheritance  ? 

Here  lies  their  fupereminent .  d^^iky 
and  glory,  here  lies  their  perfection  and 
worth ;  they  have  all  the  fpirit  of  chilr 
dren,  refembling  perfedUy  their  elder  bnfc 
ther,  that  pattern  of  perfedlion,  on  whic^ 
the}*^  are  at  prefent  formed,  and  which 
they  know  that  one  day  they  fhall  be  per- 
fe<5lly  conformed  unto ;  their  provifion  is 
fecured  for  them  in  their  Father's  boufe, 
fecured  for  them  in  Chrift  Jefus :  Por  '/  he 
"  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  gave 
**  him  up  unto  the  death  for  us  all,  how 
** '  Ihall  he  not  with  him  alfo  fi^eely  give  us 
^^  all  things?''  AH  things  are  kLde^theixs) 
^    '■  '   ^  ..-    ^^  tut 


laafc  i4iiMfb!iM:q<l ;  Xp  .  tbein»  not  according 
•pi  t^icir  \  chi^i^ik  hjuwoiir,  but  according 
l^ith^..9ri|Slom.of  dieir  heavenly  Father. 
"l^Uttr  edjiciwtnce  is  iodged  in  ^  faithM 
himdt  '^ho  will .  not  defraud  them  of  their 
fiortioiv  in  fi>i  much,  that  they  are  com-^ 
mandedv  ^l  to  be  careful  for  nothing,"* 
butv  M.  becomes  dutiful  children,  ^^  is 
*S'CTery  thing  by  prayer. an4  fupplication, 
***  YRtdi  thaakfgiving,  to  .make  their  re- 
*•»  qUefts  known  unto  their  heavenly  Fa- 
"  ther;V 

Thdr  weaknefs  is  indeed  great, .  their 
wants  and  neceiBties  innumerable,  and 
the  difficulties  and  oppoiition  they  have 
to  lay  their  account  with  Aich  as  no  crea- 
ted power  can  fupport  them,  againli.  Yet 
are  they  provided  with  fuch  variety  of 
great  and  precious  promifes,  fo  fuited  to 
their  exigencies,  and  all  of  them  ^^  yea 
^^  and  amen  in  Chriit  Jefufi/'  that  they 
can  never  be  at  a  lofs  for  matter  enough 
to  f«ippprt.  their  faith,  fo  as  to  enable 
them  even  to  quench  all  the  jfiery  darts  of 
Satan.    And, 

.  ^  We  conclude  .with  obforviog,  that^ 
iatfaereoxrd,  the  num  ia  Ghriit  is  prcsn 
viitod  .^ttifc  .m  complptr  diredorjr -l^w  to 
.  Yql,U,  3  L  walk 


walk' worthy*  of  tfee-Laiid, 'fOilAi^^tilfriyil 
tatibn  where^ithfheis 'eall^.  ;  b  lo^-t)'!  5i{j 
There  are  three  p6iAcs' » V4H4t(fe  i^gWlA 
khe  attention  and  iftdke^thd-bu^'jfe^df  Vt 
■ray  living  Citature,''  t^hi-^^^^tiyfijjjgfeaj 
are  necelTary  for  the'ftipp^A  iikd  ftfeik* 
tcnance  of  life,  — ftich  «t2tirigs'ais'iaj^tf>^ 
ih-vient  to'  gro^h  and-iifij^^toifehtjuAt 
and  fuch  as  cofhtribute  to  th*'  efefc>yttteiil 
of  life.  Thefe,  in  a  |mrti<»ul*S^  idaffliaq 
ire  the  bufinefs,  and '  the  whole  b^&M^i^ 
that  fpiritual  life  which  the  Chrti^[^4iM 
itt  the  fleih.  And  how  ill  the  dhiUir**  of 
Adaim  itt  qualified  for  aiiy  'of  thcfitt.;-"i4niagf 
be  tafily  judged  of  by  thft  i^edhodsdche 
wifeft  men  have  purfued,  tind  tlt^  ansDJi 
ihftru«5lions  of  the  moft  rfe^flfed  phaibfo** 
phere.  '  -    '■'■    ■i.'JiiKi 

Were  the  new  creature  made  p«r&€^iiia; 
its  firft  entrance  on  life,  it  migi«!  ve»y  iwll 
be  trufl?ed,  in  the  clofe  union  it  ftasadswlth 
Chrift  and  his  Spirit.  But  **  the  -d«(h  laift* 
**  eth  agfainft  the  Spirit,"  asweil-AS'^'die 
^'^  Spirit  againft  the  flefli;*'  andreaibb^'dw 
common  feryant  of  both,  is  ^uttilliabki 
t36  execute  its  office.  -It  wis  tktfref of©. ji 
verykindv  as  wellas  a.  wife  pT05rlfi<ksvit» 
£^ffift  weak  Ttafon  tojdjfaw.4jbe;pcopttr:coa» 
'^  .!   .  fequeoces 
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fequ§iibes^ifrpmfctw,fa^$,  aft,  tbey:.ftai)|lri«i 
the  record ;  ,fp, \  dire^  ^MS; \  b^Wr  ',to.^  liye-on 
lOki^  .^hfHproperffpod,:^.  iw^ey  as. th«  life 
^c^  tbe^fQ^ipjta.iit^.%  vp;  what  e:i^rcUis 
iaad^i^kua]i;f^  beft  adapt- 

cdii%9r  m^  :^ligrR?lw.,yttaL  powera 
Wghdl^pp^fj^ip^  ,jai?.d  wherp  ^iijp  ,plqa^^ 

thefe  ^^TifR?  iprto  Qner  aiiojther :  the .  whqlp 
l^ftafinefti  9^!  ?a5^;  Pb^iftiau;  is,^^  behqli^  t^ 
gJoiTP'OtJ^cKjras  it  jihfines  i«  >lxe:  ff^e,9| 
1^^ rCh^ift  r  ^^?^^ ^  if,  thekf life, .  tJtv?f ^ ^^ 
ib  lie-all:  i^e  materials  of  enjoypae^qin^^ 
i^:fth€;^'p»€'^fiIlgle  Gommand  in  the  whgje 
eHteBrtofthe  divine  law,  wbieh  is.  not  ei^ 
iherri.  piec^ , .  of  the  Ghriftian's  happinef^^ 
0f  s'ftftliflsr  ite^eflariJy  conneded  wilJb  i^, 
either  fitting  and  preparing  for  it,  oj^ 
guarding  atgainft  fuch  things  as  might 
itijar  ai:^  hinder  it. 

ailt^i«tod[4  aijiwer  very  little  purpofe  tcj 
eiSs^t  m^Sre  itiinutely  into  diefe  particuJaji?, 
mrieJfs  an6  were  to  give  fomefl^iiig  .cf,  a 
complete  view  of  the  fgriptiire-(iire4|oryi 
CflatFiftiiSri^e  pattjera;  his,cxaffQ)l(?.  4f?.jj^§ 
grcaiti *«nd:  CQeaprehenfiyfe  rxik  ;^. an4 -thd 
wholciduty .  of  a  Qiriftifta;  is  only^jyi^gore 
extendcdf  draught  of  rconliraed^y^lSl^  C^ 

:  V  ;?xniv)  3    L    2  It 
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It  will  anfwCFoji^Mr>ilarejfefeb;pui:pbfiil^^ 
to  review  wt^^wfrhfiiVSiikM^ 
a  fhorc  abf^»^ifr£^|^j«flfoa5f<if  .ftifeiaatH 
of  Chiift,  or^/^i3«bijfJbis,15]bejfeijie^rfui^ 

II.  The  imprefliQadv  whichi *he ittwbbgt 
lief  of  the  c^iyii]^;  record  QOl«^faftiiiig^>Clunfl: 
makes  upon  t^;Chtiftiaiitii»|i<t^jthi 
life  of  faith  lies,  which  v^4ft  thftf)ftQ<?^ 
thing  I  propofed  to  illu(l^a«i<:  Q§  ti^efe 
impreffions  we  Iball  but  ji^ii^jn^qitay^rt^ifljc 
leading  and ,  fundamental  :  qjjj^j^  i^^fii]^Y 
proper  fentiments  are  formed,  i^^n^nth^ 
heart  balanced  into  anfwerable  .a^O^^bitwi&r 
and  paflibns  j  in  which  it.  wi^l,  ^  be  ts^^^i^ 
acknowledged  the  right  temper -pf  .jm^ 
cdnfifts,  and  from  which  will  neceilari]jf 
follow  a  fuitable  way  of  living  and  coi^;!;^ 
ofacSlion. 

I .  We  obferved  as  the  firft  ipipf^^oi) 
of  faith  upon  the  foul,  a  very,  high,  e^ 
fteem  of,  and  a  profound  veneratip^n  .fo|f: 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Ajad  very  lugh 
the  efteem  mufl  be^  ere,  it  coipes  ^j 
thing  near  being  proportioned  to^.t^ 
excellency  of  his  perfon  as  he Jis  in  hinx-j 
felf,  without  taking  any  other  yiew^ 
But  as  he  is  morp  and  mote  diftiniMy  per- 
^  ^  ceivcd 


ccivcd-  bi^hpi^Wk'^ChatttAet^  ^'4^R}W 
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nerftriab,  ^«hiit  »4«,-  Atf  ^'higkaft  ^regard  -k 
creature  can  poffibly  entertain.  This^  in 
igdowtttt  )»iAiii4«i  '^  cftwi-  d^gdieWtts  ilito 
ihad^fain'  fuperftition  which  is  fxi  Vifitli 
h]l'*the>Poj[)ilh<  ^mdna{t:e^ed^  atld  »too  ihlidi 
bfiieiiei«»kh6ihe.^^^'-  -'^'^  '--•";  '^"^^'^ 
>dJ  Ori  furtfier  views/  ahd  nearer >' iiji 
qiiaittVdnce  v^ith  Chrift,  ahdhis  Wa^,  th^i^ 
tppfca-^s  fo  ihuch  lovclincfs  and  fweithfeB 
In  his^trhofc  conduft,  fuch  condefccfiifloii 
and  kiMdnefs',  that  the  heart  is  iilferifibly 
pleafcd  \<rith  him,  the  great  thiiigs'. he 
had  in ' view^  and'  his  manner  of  cond^ifi- 
iti^'  i Very  patt  of  his  midertakiiig ;  '  apci 
thtos;  by  v«ry  natural  degriees,  is  raifed 
up  to  Iwe  I  and  in  confequence  oj^  that, 
fcah  fthd  no  reft  without  the  greatett.  i^eajr- 
nefs '  to  him  that  Can  poffibly  be  attamecL 
I  nedd  not  enter  upon  any  account  of  the 
liatiire  and  adings  of  this  leading,  affei:^- 
fioti :  fcfvery  body  knows' it  commands 
the  whole  ttian,  and  engages  every  |J^wer 
itf  the"ptirfuit  of  its  qw;h  views.    ^---^ 


till  -v 


I 


4J4  ^-^'SlIiafi^fifBnrrifNijisSfHffj  .111.1110 
ttie  btfovfed  'x)i3^P  atll^wWe^  tAii^i;:aw 

iribrfe-''  irit  IblftaMrf  H3^^1ofl'^%oidleefiP 

comes  the  objed  of  his  fevaf^gft'^ibfeai&i 
ft«ee. '  'tt&*^  ttiufefc-  fti«  •ttte'Wdrirf'^nifta- 
k6h\  Tliey  look aiptoa  »>ioPtlficd,tt»riq<|Bd 
fetf-cksftifti;-  Wttfcifyjing'th«-^dh:WiA  the 
liiftsUfld'  affedions^i  stiid  re]Sonnbh%:rtibff 
Wbf*f,'  a4  -very  teWble,  afad"ei^eflfi»feprt»3B 
tlfcifcfe  "  things' :  and  no  ■  MOtid&lf'^tiid^ 
fHytflvi;'  for  they  love  VhtSe  Mt^y-i  M 
tb'  a"^  Cauiftiatt;  under  the  4isflti«ki^  <^ 
faldiinrtofMng'by  love,  thefe:<jf' aflidt^ei 
artf  the  moft  agreeable  and  fleafirig!  *  •  '  "^' 
•  "4;  -On  further  and  mohj '  <;tjnfi)^isd 
vfeWs  of  Chrift,  the  believer  is  giiadi3ali3^ 
led  on  to  truft  him  without!  referv^;  ^^  -iJilk 
jrt  firft,  though  very  realj'  and'  pdihji^ 
viery  fervent,  yet,  for  many  tfevKbuis  i?eiai4' 
fons,  is  opprefled  and  borne '  <k>wn '  tiKklf 
dbubts  and^ars ;  arid  th€  morJe  ]r^il  ihd 
fervent-  iove  isv  the  more  &pt '  tht"perSm 
Ifc^b  entertain '  jealoufies.  It  re^uird^ '  ac^ 
quaihtancis  Mid  fome  i:xperiien(5e  to  btfgt* 
confivfentfc;    ^ut'wheri'jpoieei'lbve  coittief 
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arte  /follen.tohiin  i&  .plf^&p}:  p|^i^si,j|(i4 
that  Jifiiiafc  A  goodly  hgnitaf  ft*. .  Higihg^i?? 
wasnre«o««ilg4.  fo  G|p4:%>na  th^iti.W.lie 
figft  :fa V,  -lum,  in  .  rChri(t.  Thefe;  he  ^tfif^id 
hii$ti  in^alj:  ^  falwiky  a,|id  ^^e  alli-fujfficiqa- 
^y  oiM^powtTi  aiKl  aQw,;jb«:,^4s.hipii 
tQrbe  hi^  own,  his  God,  aiid  hii&  F^th^ j 
and  defpii^,  as.  4ung  trodden  tuQi^^  if <^f9 
$^/$hA;  W0£l4  Cfkn  do  eitha*  fo;  or  againft 
biojn. I.Here  he  stakes  up  his  reft,  ,  ,?u^ 
t^Miia^fuUy  jac^uiefces  in  aiiy  ftatioja  ^ 
pj^ce  tfcfatihis  heavenly  Father.i9.plef|3l4d  (^ 
atio(  hjioEx  .eitheiT:  ifi  his  houfe.  oir  in  lu^ 
■STftcld. :  . And, ,  ...,  j 

:.i6>  Henfle,  axiicjs  that  aftonifhing - CQUr 
rage  andi  refplution  the  right  beUeypf.is 
poffeffedipf«  Confi;i(ms;a8.he.isnptf  hi*  dig- 
»ity,!a^:^  ij^ftn,  i«.Ciirifl:,^ftNfifcfi^,#.Q!R4» 
m4:.,A  ~iJfcyp%i,>i|^?fejj^j„of  t^s«!ij?pai 
;•      '  "world  J 
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world ;  confaoos  too  of  the  worth  and 
▼alue  of  the  great  Captain  of  falvatioo, 
and  God  himfelf  in  him^  with  all  the 
power  and  all  the  hofts  of  heaTcn  cm  his 
fide ;  he  contradb  a  true  greatnefs  ofipi- 
rit,  quite  difkreat  firom  the  filly  pride  of 
the  fons  of  Adam  ;  he  walks  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  and  in  him  he  is  allowed, 
and  commanded,  to  boaft  and  gloiy. 

What  follows  would  be  all  pure  enjoy- 
ment, were  it  not  for  that  load  of  flcfh  . 
which  the  new  creature  in  his  prefent  em- 
bryo ftate  is  forced  to  carry  about  with 
him,  by  which  he  is  fb  clofdy  conneded 
with  a  prefent  world,  kept  abient  firom 
his  Lord,  and  conflantly  plagued  widi 
the  penrerie  appetites,  and  pafiions,  and 
affedlions,  of  the  old  man.  For  however 
he  is  crucified  J  that  is,  faftened  to  the  crois 
of  Chrift ;  yet  he  is  not  dead  until  the  bo- 
dy be  laid  in  the  duiL  And  though  fia 
cannot  have  dominion  over  the  man  in 
Chrift,  yet  it  can  ftrongly  folicit,  and 
too  often  prevails  againft  him«  And 
hefiM^ihthei'     :   n\        -      .    ,/.  ij-.:v:u  :;  . 

^  ^ifidkft  place,  rFaithskeeps^^dielClm^l 
fban  iH  ^i«<}n&am:f^ife  valid  >£9eikig?4ifih^ 
owfl'4ieiten^ie&  ;ifid{nnvpM  » 

K  ^  .11  .iMedy 
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Mi^ni' '{sL6lAScc^^mA  iiitiWSi^^y^^n  hid 
^^it^>ali*^g»ate  ^"*e'^^j*efer^  from 
tm{)tetifbii^iid  fin;^'iaAd^d^^  fat 

i[J»deff<»ndxleain&ig;    Thtir  the  Apoftle 
ffeBB^^htt^cafe,  1  John  ii.  i .  ^'  'Thtefethihgs 
"IwritteM  unto  yodt,  that  ye'&atkot.  And 
^^  if  anyrriiian^d^  we  haife^aa .  ad'tocate 
•^WWt  theFathcFj  Jdus  GSirift-theiirg^^ 
^frt0J6ito:t*iEiAdhe-  isr  the  propitiation: (for 
^^xmfrikdnn    As  neither  his^  courageiand 
rfSfiihitioQ^v  nor  any  of  the  grounds  o£, 
thadpgrwMie&:<£  fpirit  I  mentioned,  lie  ^  iiilf 
him^f|ntiiranore  vigdroufly  they  are  cjc*. 
c&bii  tfa)e/m6re  is  the  Spirit  and  life  o£i 
Cbtfil,^ty:and  the  greater  his  humiUtyf' 
andriUf^-deniil.     And  there  lies,  his  Sia^^S^hi 

iiibihalliiow  conclude  with  twa  or^threqf 
ohi^vdidbinfif  which  may  be  of  fpmeiuf«r 
fmi  thp  f /fiiithfer  clearing  this  very  uf^f q^l 
andiiBipoctklitrfubjedli  ?    t.     :ri^ 

hxlrhci^irft;  relates,  to-  the  fevcf al  accipiaawrv 
t&ac^re  givdn  of  nfeith,  or  believing^  iat 
the  divine  writings,  both  of  the  ^OljlMandfJ 
New!  JBsftaa^enis,i  ^  atid  «he  .dif&ttent  ex<^ 
pnHIktfijtraKUidersnie  lof  <:oa^^       it;  ^^1 

\r ^i6«*.  II.  3  M  per 
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per  where  they  ape  tifed,   but  -which  tmf 
eaiily  occafioipi  foine  confufion  in  the  con-' 
ceptipps ;  of  unexperienced  readers.     From 
the  account  we  have  been  giving  of  it,  1% 
will  be  eafy  to  fee  how  juftly  faith^  or  be- 
lieving, is .  applied  to  exprefs  the  proper 
regard  with,  which  the  record  and  teftimp- 
ny  of  God  ought  to  be  received  and  en- 
tertained) .  and   how^    from  tl^   different 
views  there  given  us  of  Chrift,  the  faith 
of  Chrift  is  likewife  differently  expirefled.  - 
As  he  is  fent  of  God,  he  is  to  be  received, 
acknowledged,    and  entertained,    as  be- 
comes the  chara(5ter  he  bears,  as   a  Sa- 
viour,  Redeemer,  Prophet,   Prieft,'  Ring, 
and  all.  that  is  comprehended  in  the  name 
Chri/l   or    the   Mejftah,      It  is    believing, 
that  Jefiis  is  the  Chrift,  with  all  the  con- 
fequential  fentiments  and  affedlions  which 
thefe  views  of  him  natively  raife  and  in- 
fluence,  as  we  have  Ihortly  pointed,  them 
out ;   and  which  give  rife  to  trufting  him, 
trufting  in  him,    rejoicing,  boafting,  glo- 
rying in  him,  with  other  fuch  expreffions 
of  confidence  and  love  ;   which  have  occa- 
fioned  many  learned  and  laborious   diP 
courfes  upon  the  nature  of  faith,  and  not 
a  few  miftakes :   for  while  Ibme  pitch  up- 
on 
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^n  one  vieiv^,  and  fbilie  upon  another,  It 
is  no  wonder  that  the  common  reader 
fliould  be  left  in  great  confufion,  when 
tilings  are  feparated  and  taken  afunder 
which  Cod  hath  fo  very  clofely  and  infe- 
■parably  united. 

It  is  to  be  farther  obferved,  that  faith 
in  Chrift  is  infeparably  c6nne6led  with 
faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  the  Holy 
Spirit.  With  refpe(fl  to  the  firft,  our  Lord 
iaflutes  us,  that  he  that  believcthon  him, 
belie veth  hot  on  him,  but  on  the  Father 
that  fent  him.  And  the  Apoftle  Pefer 
tells  us,  I  Pet.  i.  21.  That  it  is  through 
him  that  Chrifti^ns  do  believe  in  God. 
Nor  indeed  can  it  be  otherWife  ill'  the  nar 
ture  of  the  thing.  In  him  God  mahifefts 
himfdf  uiito  us,  ^tiOt  biily  in  the  beauty 
and  excellency  of  his  adorable  fulnefs^ 
but  ef^ially  in  the  glory  of  the  riches  of 
liis  grace,  the  only  view  that  could  ever 
reftore  a  coiivided  rebel  to  any  confidence 
in  his.  juHly  offended  fovereign.  The 
faith  of  Ghrift  lead;s  as  neceffarily  to  faith 
in  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  dwells  in  him 
without  meafure,  and  which  accordingly 
te  •  conmmhicates  1  unto  every  Chriftian  j 
;^nd  thusy  faith  termina;tes  equally  on  the 
3  M  2       -         "^     whole 
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whole  adorable  Trinity,  and  raifes  the 
heart  into  fuitable  fentiments  aod  a£Pec-» 
tions. 

And  henqe  it  neceflarily  follows,  that 
all  thofe  fentiments  and  aflPedlions  com*- 
monly    and    very    properly    called    ihf 
graces  or  free  gifts  of  the  Spirit  \    iiich  as 
thofe  which  we  find  the  Apoftje  recom" 
piending.   Gal.  v.  22.  23.  as  fruits  of  the 
Spirit,  are  no  other  than  the  proper  im-- 
preffioQS  which  the  faith  of  Chrift  makes 
upon  the  heart,   and  which  it  cannot  mifs 
to  do  where-ever  it  is  true  and  real.     And 
this  gives  us  a  further  view  of  the  iecuri-r 
ty  that  is  provided  for  the  Chriltian  a-*- 
gainft  his  continuance  in  fin,   viz;.  That 
as,  by  tjie  Chriftian's  union  with  Chrift, 
he  is  m^de  a  partaker  of  his  Spirit ;  fo  the 
Spirit  dwelling  in  him  by  faith,  forms  his 
heart  at  once  into  the  belief  of,    and  con- 
formity and  fiiitablenefs  unto  the  divine 
record.     And  this  gives  a  further  view  of 
the  thoughtlefs  perverfenefs  of  thofe  who 
reproach  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  as  giving  en- 
couragement to  fin  ;   which  they  would  fee 
to  be  abfolutely  impoflible,  if  they  knew 
what  the  Chriftian  faith  and  the  grace  of 
ihe  gQf|)el  really  are.  .     . 
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Here  likewife  we  may  obferve  the  dif- 
dnguifhing   charaders*   of    the  Chriftian 
life,    manifefting  and  difcovering  them- 
felves  in  the  exercifes  and  adlings  of  it. 
As  it  is  founded  in  the  Spirit  and  life  of 
Chrift,   and  is  really,   and  in  flridl  pro- 
priety,   a  different   kind  and  fpecies   of 
life  from  that  which  the  children  of  A- 
dam  live ;  fo  it  m^nifefteth  itfelf,  by  "  look- 
**  ing,  not  at  the  things  which  are  feen, 
'*  which  are  temporal,  but  at  thofe  things 
**  which  are  not  feen,  and  are  eternal." 
Believers  fet  their  affecSlions  on   things  a- 
bove,  and  not  on  things  on  the  earth; 
accordingly    *'    they   feek    thofe  '  things 
**  which  are  above,  where  Chrift  is  exalted 
**  at  the  Father's  right  hand."   And,  to.fay 
all   in  one  word,    **  their  converfation  is 
**  in  heaven."     The  word  is  very   com- 
prehenfive   and   proper;    it  fignifies   the 
life  or  way  of  living  of  a  citizen,   where 
all  one's  interefts  and  all  his  bufinefs  lies. 
They  are  citizens  of  heaven ;    their  inhe- 
ritance, their  treafure,  and  of  courfe  their 
heart,  is  there ;  and  there  all  their  bufinefs 
lies  that  is  worth  looking  after.     They^ 
are  but   pilgrims  and   ftrangers  on    this 
earth,  and  havg  nothing  but  a  prefent 

fubfiftencc^ 
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^UbfifteQceix)^lbok£ir  here.i  ^Hiis  is  'Wliat 
gWiss  tbem  the  advantage"  they^  iOLVtik^ 
bove  others,  ^thc  m^^ary  bif  ^hidi  thiey 
overcome' the  wc»id ;  ^at  vi^oi^r -which  aidbe 
c^tiie  wife  moraliflB,  fo  ^oiwfh  aditiil^ 
by  men,  who  knew  not  ^enifture  and 
4vorth  of  Ca^riftianity,  <xmld-ever  attain 
tO;  The  Apoftle  makes  tbe  dhallenge, 
"  Who  is  he  that  oveipc&aMjA  the  ^i^ol^ld, 
"  but  he  that  believeth  that  Jelbs  -is  the 
**  -Son  of  God  F*'  And  thete^' never  has, 
ndr  ever  will  >be,  a  maai  fcAind  ;ablie  to 
anfwer  it. 

Here  then  we  have  a  flioW:,'  but  a  mdft 
complete  and  perfecfl  Chriftiaii  direc^^ry. 
He  that  has  the  faith  of  Chlift/ has  all ; 
he  that  wants  it,  has  nothing.  Well  might 
our  Lord  fay,  that  "  this  is  the  work,  of 
**  God,  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  h6 
*>  hath  fent."  It  fecures  the  heart  for 
God  through  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  that  fe- 
cures the  whole  man,  all  his  thoughts, 
all  his  words  and  a(5lions;  forming  the 
whole  of  his  condudl  of  life  tipon  a  per- 
fe<5l,  a  mod  infallible  pattern.  The'  A- 
poftle  Paul  gives  the  fame  account  "cf  the 
Chriftian's  bufmefs:  ^*  Neither  *  ciri'umci- 
♦^.fion'  atftileth  atfy^thing^^  a6r  tUKircitotti- 
.  :^::>'^^>^  *^  ciJionj 
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*.^  cifK»r,(  fettfc  faiidJt  Yfhichf  work«h':  b^r 

Thkthea  i^itJi^./dire^^^  Chrir- 

ftiaa  muft^jron<i^ .  if:  eyiqj»:  he  •  .would/thwvei 
Look  well  t0»yoijorfeidfc:  ;^  that  is*  weak 
pij  llroag,  I  lan^lbiflig  or  lively^  fuch 
will  the  wJaotelGhriAi^t;  featite  rbe.  Arid 
theire^rev.'  ,      . 

I.  Beware  of  ftarving  your  faith,,  by 
n^Lediiag  -  tovl^fy  i  inr  j  proper;  pr6yifion. 
Fakkcomfi&^hjr.'  hearfngji'iiiid  hearingibjjr 
thci  Wiord  b£  Gpd*  Thaitrisi  thfc  oaly •  fikiit 
tenanjcc .for  liith!;'  and  "wfeat  the  w»ixi 
lK)M$r  fc^hr  2^nd;  cpnvey«,  thro\igbi  f^ith 
ipjtQithQ  he^rtjj  viz,  thfit, grace  of  Godiii 
Clyrift^  is;  th^  only  fiipgQfC  pf  the  fouK 
*'  Whereforq,  as  new  born  babea,  deftp? 
*'  thefincer;ei  Eftilk  of  the  wofd,  that  y« 
"  ii^ay  gro^  thereby."  f  "  And  let  the 
^'  word  of  Chrift  dwell;  in.  you  richly,    ia 

all  knowledge  and  fpi^itual  underftandv 

ing."  It  is  the  Spirit;  of  Chrifl  indeed 
which  alone  can  kindle  and.. maintain  this 
divine  flame;  but  it  is.  the  ChrifUan!s 
bufinefs  to  lay  the  feuel  ready. 

2.  Beware  of  poifoning  your  faith.  And 
this  may  be  done  either  by  perverfe  prin- 
ciple^  or  pradices.    Both  commonly  go 

together, 
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together,  and  mutually  cdatril^utc  iup-' 
port  to  each  other.  The  milk  of  the  word 
muft  be  fincere,  or  without  mixtui*e,  in 
order  to  nourilhment ;  for  every  foreign 
mixture  gives  it  a  poifonous  quality :  and 
as  without  Chrift  we  can  do  nothing  j 
fo,  in  the  fame  degree  that^  any  thing 
elfe  is  trufted  to,  fo  far  our  ftrength  is 
loft. 

3.  Beware  of  fpoiling  your  faith,  by 
fuflFering  it  to  lie  idle.     Exercife  is  as  ne- 
cefTary  in  the  fpiritual  life,   as^  in  the  na- 
tural.    By  faith  the  Chiiftian  lives,  and 
of  courie  he  only  lives  fo  far  as  faith  is  ^ 
kept  in  conftant  exercife.     I  do  not  like  a 
diftindion  which  is  too  often  ufed,   be- 
tween  faith   in-  the  habit,    and  faith  in 
exercife.     Juft  fo   much  a6livity  and  ex- 
ercife as   there  is,   fo  much   is,  there  of 
faith;   and  whenever  it  ceafes  to  adl,    the 
Chriftian  ceafes   to   live.      The   feeds  of 
life  may  be  in  him  ;  but  life  lies  in  living, 
or  in  the  exercife  of  life.   At  the  fame  time 
we  muft  beware  of  attempting  to  live, 
that  is,    to  exercife  faith,   or    any   other 
grace,  but  by  ftrength  derived  from  the 
Spirit  of  life. 

•   DIS- 
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DISSERTATION    IV. 

Who  loved  me^  andgofue  himfelffor  me.    • 

THus  far  we  have  confidered  the 
Chriftian  life,  as  the  Apoftle  de- 
fcribes  it  from ;  his  own  experience  and 
perfonal  feeling. 

The  way  of  entering  into  it  is,  by  be^ 
ing  crucified  with  Cbrift. 

The  diftinguifhing  nature  of  it  confifts^ 
in  Chrift*s  living  in  the  Chrijiian.     And^ 

The  Chriftian's  way  of  living  in  the 
flefti  is,    by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God. 

And  could  we  keep  in  this  way,  all 
would,  all  muft  be  perfecfUy  well  with  us. 
But  what  we  find  complained  of  in  the 
old  Ifraelites,  Pfal.  95.that  they  erred  in 
their  hearts,  and  did  not  know  the  way 
of  God,  continues  to  be  fo  ftill. 

There  are  three  capital  errors  which 
men  profeffing,  or  attempting  to  beXUhri- 
ftians,  very  naturally  niri  iiito," ' '^hich 
i-uin  the  whole  of  their  fuecef^', '  a^ld  in- 
ftead  of  adorning  their  profeMph,  by 
iliewing  forth  the  power  and    virtue  of 

VoUl.  3  N  our 


f 


466        The  Ghristihn  lafs  : 

our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  a  conformity 
unto  him  in  his  death  and  refurredlion, 
difgrace  itkcir  profefliqn,  and  biing  re- 
proach on  that  worthy  name  whereby  they 
are  called. 

The  firft  rcfpedls  tKe  qbjedl  of  their 
faith^  what  they  are  to  beiieve.  Thdfe 
things  are  indeed  fai|-ly  fet  before  us  ii» 
the  record  God  hai$  made  compenuog  hi^ 
ever-blefTed  Son;  but  multitudes  cannot 
bear  the  pains  that  are  neceflary,  to  fearch 
the  fcriptures  diligently,  to  fee  wi^at  thefc 
things  are.  They  content  themielve^  wid^ 
what  they  can  learn  about  them  occafional-^ 
ly,  or  in  tfanlient  glances  5  aad  reding  in 
general  confufed  ^pprehenfions  of  thin^ 
they  never  attain  any  diftindl  appreheafions 
of  the  ftate  of  the  fpiritual  worlds  or  the 
God  they  pretend  to  worihip.  And  thence 
**  being  ignorant  of  the  righteoufnefs  of 
*'  God,  and  going  about  to  eftablifh  their 
• '  own  rightebulhef$,-  their  faith  anfwers 
no  better  purpofe  than  to  fubje(5l  them  to 
greater  condemnation;  and  at  the  fame 
time  that  they,  in  fome  meafure,  efcape 
the  pollutions  that  are  in  the  world 
through  luft,  they  fall  into  another  courfc 
of  rebellion  ftill  more  fotal,  viz,  **  pegledl- 

"  in^ 
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•*  ing  the  great  falvation,  which  was  firft 
**  fpoken  by  the  Lord,  and  confirmed  unto 
^  us  by  them  that  heard  him.** 

The  fecond  error  refpedb  the  grounds  and 
jbundations  on  which  faith  fhoukl  ftand  ; 
the  revelation  which  God  makes  of  him« 
felf  by  his  Spirit  in  Chrift  Jefus,  power- 
fully imprefTed  on  the  hearts  and  fpirits 
bf  men.  Many  take  up  with  a  lig^t  ere- 
duHty^  or  looft  opinion,  foimded  only  in 
the  authority  or  reafonings  of  men :  they 
have  fome  confufed  notions,  perhaps,  of 
the  teftimony  of  God ;  but  the  evidences 
he  has  given  of  his  faithfulnefs,  and  real 
<:oncem  about  us,  are  not  at  all  attended 
to.  SUch  fuperficial  conceits  can  never 
anfwer  the  pufpofe  of  faith^  nor  bear  the 
ftrefs  which  lies  upon  it  in  the  ChrifHan 
hfp. 

Thefe  two  feldom  go  further  than  an 
outward  form,  a  fhadow  of  Chriftianityy  . 
without  any  fubftance  at  aU.  But  there  is  a 
third  error  which  infinuates  itfelf  often 
Into  the  moft  ferious,  and  luch  as  really 
make  religion  their  bufinefs.  They  be- 
fieve  the  general  principles,  and  the  &<fU 
there  attefted  concerning  Chrift,  and  falva- 
don  through  him;  but  ftop  fhortwith- 
3  N  2  out 
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fout  any   particular  appliGation  to  them-" 
felves.     They  treat  the  gofpel  as  a  fyftem 
of  fpeculative .  truths,   of  very  great  mo-» 
ment  indeed  to  fuch  as .  have  any  intereft 
in  them,  and  of  promifes  too  exceeding, 
great  and    precious,     and   perfeftly   furc 
to  fuch  as  they  belong   to.     But  as  they 
dare  not   reckon   themfelves   among  that 
number,    nay   and  reckon    it    prefump-. 
tion  to  do  fo,  all  is  kept  at  fuch  a  diftance, 
that  they  make  no  impreflion  on  the  hearty, 
and  confequently  have  no  influence  on  the 
life.  That  they  are  very  happy   for  whom 
Chrift  died;     that    **  whofoever  believes 
^*  in  him,  fhall  not  periiji,  but  have  ever- 
^^  lading   life;"    and   that    "  the    loving 
V  kindnefs  of  God  is  better  than  life  j"  all 
this  they  readily  admit :   but  until  one  can 
fay  with  the  Apoftle,    ChriJI  Icnjed  vie^  and 
'  gave   himjelf  for   me ;   that   is,    until  one 
fees  his   own  intereft  in  Chrift,   and,  as 
'  the  Apoftle  John  exprefTcs  it,   "  knows  and 
**  believes  the  love  that  God  hath  to  him ;" 
his  faith  is  defedlive  in  a   very  eflential 
point ;   and  the  fpiritual  life,    if  there  be 
any,    is  at  fo  low  an  ebb,    that  both  the 
comfort  and  the  fruit  of  it  are  loft. 
.    I  had  occafipn  to  touch  upon  this  in  the 

foregoing 
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foregoing   difcourfe,    when    fpeaking   of 
.the  impreffions  which  the  faith  of  Chrift 
makes  upon  the  heart,  by  which  one  may 
be  enabled  to  determine  a  queftion  which 
has  been  very  warmly  difputed,  Whether 
ajfurance  he  of  the  ejfence   of  faith  ?     And 
difputed   it  has   been,    until   faith   itfelf 
feems  to  be  difputed  away,  and  little  left 
among   Chriftians  but  a  faint  fhadow  of 
it,    that  anfwers  no  manner  of  purpofe, 
but  giving  thofe  a  name  to  live,  who  are 
really,   and   to  all  intents  and  purpofes, 
dead.     I  have  no   mind  to  enter  into  the 
intricacies  this  queftion  has  been  involved 
in,  by  men  who  have  had  fome  other  pur- 
pofes  to  anfwer  by  it^  than  .barely  the  ad- 
vancement of  religion,  and.  the  edification 
of  the  body  of  Chrift  :    but  as  the  Apoftle 
has  given  it  as  his  own  experience,   and 
joins  it  fo  clofely  with  living  by  the  faith, 
of  the  Son  of  God,    I  do  not  fee  how  any 
Chriftian  .  can    fatisfy    himfelf    without 
fomething  of  the  fame  experience.     And 
even  thofe  who  talk  fo  much  of  Sincerity 
as  the  oiily  perfedlion  required  in  tlie  go.- 
fpel,  muft  acknowledge,  there  can   be  no 
fincerity,  without  not  only  aiming  at  per- 
fection,  but  ufing  all  the  means  which 

have 
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have  any  tendency  to  advance  one  In  Hki 
way  to  it :  And  I  think,  it  will  readily  be 
acknowledged^  that  jtift  fo  much  as  ia 
Wanting  of  aflur'ance^  fo  much  there  will 
be  of  doubtfulnefs ;  and  fo  mucfh  of  doubt- 
fulnefs,  fo  much  tinbdie£  The  Apoftle 
PsLvi  is  pofitive,  that  Abraham  codld  not 
fb  much  as  ftagger  it  the  promiie  but 
through  unbelief,  Rom.  iv*  204 

What  I  propofe^  therefore,  is  dnly  to 
lay  together  fome  confidei^tions  for  clear-* 
ing  up  the  nature  of  the  Ghriftian  faith^ 
as  it  relates  to  one's  peribnal  iiiterefl:  in 
the  dying  love  of  the  Redeemer,  fb  as  he 
fhallbeable  to  diftinguifh  his  faith^  as 
the  Apoftle  did,  who  loved  me ^  and  govt 
himfelffor  me;  or  as  the  Apoftle  John  does, 
*'  We  have  known  and  believed  the  love 
"  that  God  hath  to  us.''  And  then  we 
may  confider  how  or  by  what  means 
the  foul  comes  to  be  raifed  up  from  the 
utmoft  uncertainty,  knd  fometimes  the 
brink  of  defpair,  into  this  comfortable  re- 
fledlion  of  faith,  *'  who  loved  me,  and 
•*  gave  himfelffor  me." 

1.  We   begin  with  the  evidences  and 
aflurances  we  have,  that  it  is  the  very  na- 
ture 
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ture  ^nd  e0ence  of  faith,  tp  eftablifh  the 
J>eart  on  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  his  re-^ 
(iemptipn,  particularjy  applied  topiirfclve?^ 
IT'S-— And  here^ 

I.  It  is  to  be  cpnfidered  what  it  is  th^ 
Chriftian  is  called  to  believe.  This  i« 
the  firfl  and  moflk  natural  inquiry^  and 
which  fingly  might  determine  the  que- 
ftion.  If  there  is  nothing  pf  t;hc  love  of 
Chrift  or  his  redemption,  or,  which  is 
jthe  fame  thing,  the  Ipve  pf  God  to  a  pe-* 
jrilhing  world,  helji  forth  to  be  believed^ 
then  indeed  this  perfuafion  of  the  Apoftle*g 
ynuft  {land  on  fome  p^her  bottom.  But^ 
pn  the  other  hand,  if  the  Apoftle  John*g 
fwcount  of  the  record  or  tcftimo^y  of  God 
be  true,  *'  That  God  hath  given  to  us  c- 
^^  tcrnal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son;^ 
or,  which  is  the  fame  thing.  That  God 
hath  given  us  his  Son,  and  eternal  life  in 
him  }  the  very  belief  of  thi^  will  infer  all 
the  Apoftle  fays.  That  he  hath  loved  «/, 
^nd  given  him/elf  for  us. 

This  is  fo  true,  that  juft  according  tq 
the  conceptions  men  form  to  themfelve3 
pf  what  they  call  the  pbjedl  of  faith,  that 
18^  what  is  to  be  believed,  fuch  will  their 
faith  be;  an4  thenge  a;*ifes  silli  thenume- 

roul 


i 


ved  doclrine  among  all  ProteftaB 

-*fte  •c?:{)6tTeuce  6f  all;  twc^l^S^i^ftJs^w/^}^ 
J«i^tii4  rpecial meixy '  of.  Gq^^-jto^^^j^^P *^ 

Chriri^  iandr  the  love  ::Qf  Qbriflz^g^^jg^iiig 
^4ii^^f  ^  ranfom  for  them,*'  H'if^&I'fF^^^ 
-'^hh^rbrt  of  the  gofpel  i.  to  ^Ue^tb|^^?^ 
*  ^blight  to  be  the  very  le^eocey  bjb^^- 
-icmgaiflung  chaxadletiftici;  of^Xfup'^x^ 
*--•'*  Bxit  ia,tiine,.  when  the  bpli^  ^^W^ 
^vficciptures  cam^  to  b^,  fouuded\:in  x^^ 
-i^ey  call   rational  evidcAce,   and  4)?HHf" 

tions  from  what,  is  called  natuo/al^r^^on, 
'■^liat  is,  a  pretended  philofogh^c^^  ^fcaow- 
'  ledge  of  God^  and  men  Xopjf,  ,it  ],ptg  ±heir 
'  heads  to  become  .Chriliian^  .  o^^f^ev  .  be- 

*  cofee  philoiopKers^  or  no^en^^pf-.^p^amiog, 

*  -  there  Was  no  luch  ,efieift  f el  t^i^  >  wgi^/^^ ; 
"  whicli  :  they.jieckwied  uppji  aj  ^g.g  'argu- 
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afibmice  bdoQgiiig  tolkitl^^  butftchM 
wai  gftdicKd  up  by  ratk»ai  eridcQce^  Ukii 
lefltaiiig  oa  cbe  eftds  of  faith  feit  in 
thcBMcilrcSt 

What  contributed  much  to  fuppoit  dbis 
laft  coaduibn  was,  the  notion  of  die  go-r 
fyd  which  now  generally  prevails,  dbat 
it  is  no  more  but  a  conditional  coii«* 
ftitution^  or  a  promife  and  efier  of  paiw 
don  and  eternal  life  upon  the  terms  of  ai 
finner's  believing  in  Chrift :  ^^  He  that  be^ 
^^  lieyeth,  &c.  Ihall  be  fayed;  and  he  that 
^^  hdinFeth  not,  {hall  be  damned/' 

This  our  Lord  indeed  gives  as  the  final 
iflue  of  the  gofpel  being  preached.  When 
it  b  fo»  it  will  either  be  believed  or  not; 
and  the  event  in  either  cafe  will  be  x^fpec- 
lively  fLB  he  hath  exprefled  it.  But  this 
fays,  that  the  gofpd,  which  is  to  be  be-* 
lieved^  is  a  different  thing  from  that 
which  is  but  the  con£:quence  of  it. 

Thegq^l^  properly  fpeaking,  as  that 
word  is  ufed  in  the  New  Teilament,  is 
iStkSLt  which  the  angeb  call  fo,  ^^  the  glad 
**  tidings  of  great  joy:"  That  the  Chrift^ 
the  promifed  Meffiah^  or  anointed  one^ 
was  born,  and  a&ually  eadubited  in  the 
|RrfcH^  <^  Jefus.    There  was  then  no  dii^ 

VM.Ut  3O  puts 


prolperityf,  .iwai);:Mlowedr^  c  fTlun ili&odod 

IM^  (;;isriflisfciH  itkac  it  is:  eternal 

mv^  tMngrthe  bApbftie  |<lhn^  ^ia^^l  ofoftbi 

f^ptniAMjf  ^vt^ttaM  {ikfrnmni"  f^Wusf 
nrfaojbcUcTt.this;  ^  and  find  tfaat^iiQ^ijiTkJi 
the. Me  that  is^m  hini^^  is  freeLjr  grnur  to 
everyxtaie  who  will  receive  himv^moiljdir 
reaiy  apply  it  to,  tjiemii|lire5v-/.*il4  :ji»€if 
liere^  if^^they  believe  4107  tfail^  at^»^ 
that,  ibufi  redemption,  «axid  .the  ii&r;]iejb9C 
i|0)befl:ow,  are  given  to  thcnit  J3ii«,  inu:. 
;  Let  us  1  confider  the  ftats  of  the  .gojp^ 
jor  whsO:  the  Chriftian  lias  to  believe,  i3»»le 
particularly  as  it  is  a  toftimiOtxy  rgivw 
byGody.and  a  TecaM*  maddi^HisjjisHip 
ilitutioa  of  graee,  and  the  mcfcbodi  he  Jwss 
iiBed'Upon  for  giving. eternal  rlifc.:)taij6bip 
iperifiifng,  jfaec'  of,  Adam,  ivhici^nf^/ajcc 
jpete^iJktiIi^ybQlmdito:Ji^ctiye  att^ibdMvtiii 
iindoF  thisTmoft  rou&igf€X|tificatien,  ^f;Hc 
"^^^hi^illHevediiftk,  fl^lliie>/4D0ttd)!i^ 
flo.'ri  '^  O  ^:  -great 
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hf»  rttiimt^  the  deftmiKm^r :  he  rfaas/  gikrem 
Jboficvhiingi  his  ScmviiHaddrat  jixtm^^nq 
i^Tt^r  Uviieivcidny  thftn  chat  Ocdliad  reallj^ 
glVehf t^foftie'of iMttkibdthatlifeiva  ^ 

nttf 2i4  >&«lidf>  ^-onld  hive  anfwei^ed  riiy)  1^ 
iwlrl»dytc(»ald9iate  be^  abiiged  miindM 
mmch'  leis  could  they  h^Te  incurred?  faoh 
a*  'dresulftil  impittatidn,  hf  >{fc3R!Kii^  it;ta. 
fftKfe;by"as»  athiiag  'thejr  were  notftWilifgctt 
<b  kiww,  that  ttejr '  *had-  alny  pdtderolar 
«t)ii«cfn^  inl  B\Jt  tiiat,  «#e'  are  ♦fii^i,f>fi* 
iriot  th*  cafei  It  is  fo  given  to  eirerjr 'man 
that  bestrs  the  gofpel;  that  he  tiitift  either 
ikreive  it  for^hittifetf,  c>r  be  found  guiltir^ 
-rejeftlflg  it,  -tinder  all  the  agght^i^AgJcih- 
cumfidfMtk  that  litt^nd  it.  Aifid^Sbdeed 
Ib^it  i$,  by  what  vi*  h^d  bccafion  to  bb* 
4ferve  4>^  the  ftate  cf  the  rccdrd.  /  The^ft 
4B'!f^  btlwe  men,  and  they  are:.calladi^ 
^in^^ed^iaaad'urgtdib^r  all  the  motjtrai  that 
aedii'^^pi^oscil  withidTTdafonabie  creature;it6 
4A^lieitre,:}iand  are  afiiired  they,  flsall  £aiy 
icJ«edy^«t-<he  isf aithfui  who  hath" phiitti- 
,^^'fciic.ii,'?  aifid^that  ibis»n<it'jXjiHbteth€^ 
^ii^  be  rdiihppoi|^a3wr.i  Whac^diftratiger 

1-^^.1, J  3  O  2  mod 


xdA  9ehejr'  fsy  k  t^m  great,  con&Ko^ 

{^Bfta  loiQif '  dk&if '  there  are^ "  ^u^  afwajg^. 
Blftie  tieea^  iniiltitudes  wlio  M'soe  J^^y^ 
l^pff  preaclied  tothcm  m  t|*fe  fimCjmgjjjj,. 
nSP^is  tothoife  wli9  bcpere^^a^^gj^ 
WtK'tvdi^  it  appears,  thatt'ttey^were 
re^baties ;  and  conf^uaidy^.l^DattQ^m^ 
nd^lidr  ^lored  th^tn,  nor  gave  Ijlimj^foi^ 
tKan'?^  andi^et,  fay  they,  \dx^Vme;ca^^ 
tcJ  ijetfcv«,  ancTprefled  to  "it,  ^^-^^^JSlt* 
r^'^feyifepjurguffieiifcs  ajid  mottves.^  ^s^d  t^^ 
fMiit^Couragenwtits,  iinth  the  ^ewj  -^^3 
this'iftxeiri  the  thf  ng  pit>i)6ied '  to  be  J^e-»> 
y&^Tit  dckigiyeth  tiheo  thl^etera^ 

^ti^^^mm'^'^dm  talis 


9t 


«1tiRHt%lfiiJeea  ]iot  true,  ttax  Goajaxefk 


vrithout   any   detennmate   appHcartio|i .  tqj 

as  '.tjbritl  "Hknfeif, "  In  whom  thi^^  11%  Iffs^a 
i^^ieirartlt  as  a  commou  ^avi<|gfg  ^^^f^i^ 
TTO«''"%fre^cart^  or  ftiifcli^  .]lj5.^^^;i 

cl^tfiiniea  method^  tJbe  megn  which  Gp4i 
ha^  prdai lied  for  applying  it-  The  pf of^i 
cl^k^on^  IS  general,  *' Whofoever  wi|y-j 
**"W%im  come  and  take  I'V  and  comiqft^ 
aftd  t^ng  .are  the  apphc  ut  the  ge--^ 

n^^  mWl  ^Xnd*tHere  are  b^t  oth^^  wordsrii 
MrKjEevingj  Tor  m  no^pthef  w^j^^can-jwg^ 
•*^*^fii?ana  uke  iSie  Waiiers  of  life  freely/' 
^^  But 


hovcrcr  it  is  hw  - 

fsaoDchr 

Klfat 

CksHkut  tbe  licait  aad  fpifii^  jrf'.cbcL  b^ 

ad  of  die  new  cnrAtme;  tmAmsr^At 
dfiifts  of  £pet  will^  with  aH  tic  ajfiOiMrry 
ihat  can  be  called  io  )»y  any  of  the  fihiUMa 
«f  Adamt  coold  uewcr^tkSL  Hn^sHdoek 
a*  pcrfed  coofiAency  in  tJw  mcdiod^ 
jpioe?  God  gives  his  Sea,  aadJlUe  id 
Inm:  lie  really  ^tcsot  impsBtsilifi^  bf 
his  Spim^  and^  at  that  very. .  dmc,'  not 
Swacr,  the  man  believes  he  giTes  it;:  aad^ 
idben  he  does  To,  mufl  bdieve^rthat  Quitt 
has/\Ioved  him^  and  givea  iiimfirlf  l«t? 
V  him  ;^'  which  was  iodeed  iroe  b^bre^lwc 
h$  coqjd  not  iaiaw  it  fboner.  '  --  - 1    . 

-  Butpoilibly  it  may  be  iaid,  ThiaaOr 
cooncs  ver)^  well  for  the  bdiion^-^LitM 
howcan  thofe  who  are  finally  rqpMbai»^ 
bdieve  what  neither  is;  nor  wiU  i>e  true  t 
But'Ciay.  weiiim:  iky  .2^ai%:  Whai>  hix^ 
dtcs  itfitom  biu^  mic  :faui^3W)bdai£fc  ^4t 

.  ii'Jr.Jvvr  is. 
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TSi^tMj/ivriik  notiredeiitr^it  as  Ghod  igUres 
iiliL.ihii)  whofefsiiik  kiilthail     Brut/k>i99«iU 

frit >wi^fit^  VfroBiiM  -indeed be  bhe  xa^s^A 
hxiH :  J  biit  it  is^the^^ift  of  Qod^  ^(^u^  ^holr 

holdMQg;  iusr%ift <?    'liicpropiBr:'  '^liWeriit^ 

jboftli(igii^e»'!in  a  tafe^eatr  -of  kin  to>^i0^,' 
^i^WhoraitttlMu^  O  tt8aid,^h6  tei^liefti^ 
^rgaiiaftir  Oodr    THc'ftrengthi  /of  »/dbtp 
fltn^ter  liei  in 'the  queftiwi,  **Wli«>Jw* 
^  ihou^iO^tnan  ?".  and  one  may  iayy-wilii 
grea&affisnnicei  that  no  maa  thackaqfwt 
hoinfelf^^iVftlLeyer  talk  in  that  maanfiici 
He  '!stHlT.£ec\nm  himfel/9  liis  confciencd 
will  tell  liim,   that  he  has  treated  the  ati[ 
iKimBi{hing:)graoe  of  God,  <'maaniife62M'<iii 
hii&  Son ^^efuj^  Chrift, /in t(\ich  itn  gInwdiM 
tb;f  manner^  chat  it  is  peiibdly  conf^csni^ 
trith  the  Ru>ft  boundlefs  richeB*  oi  'graqf 
to  ihut  him  out  foDev^rfrom  any  part  or 
£bare  d'lk  it^?  and  that  .nothing  b^t'£)V6-* 
xdk^ /grace  ixan  prevent  his  .eternal  de^ 
ikttdti^fu    And  this  CQn¥ii^on..Mill/l»ii 
fetk  ^rotifs^sfi  <i£    he  .  JtQows . » iixdeed  .ithk 
(ktd  aiAd\t£ix\{xtr  <of  /bis  oi»9i  hcait^  {jtwiuit 
iS>ie  tSlMiili^^&iiim-tff  9^^  ittokan<xi|% 
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je£&on^  ask  argues  a  heart  ooCitaH  n^ 
conciled  to  the  grace  of  Godf  and  his 
waf  of  beftowing  eternal  fife  in  the  new 
«reai90n.  He  cannot  think  of  living  hf 
graces  but  will  be  at  doing  iomethtnff  to 
make  Ae  porchaie.  He  will  not  receiTt 
it  on  God's  terms,  and  (b  ftand  akoge* 
ther  indebted  to  Chrift;  which  is  as  modi 
as  to  £kj^  that  he  will  not  have  it  at  all 
The  man  that  is  ccmtent  to  be  nodung,  to 
deny  himfelf,  and  follow  Ghrir«;»  will 
find  the  way  open  to  a  dirane  of  graces 
where  he  can  never  be  at  a  lofs  for  eithqr 
mercy  or  grace.  And  he  that  will  not  go 
diere  to  have  it,  complains  injmioofly, 
and  without  any  canfe,  if  he  goes  widiont 
it. 

I  have  been,  I  know  not  how,  drawn 
in  to  ^peak  fb  much  on  this,  and  indeed 
ik  is  the  foundadoQ  of  all  we  have  to  add 
4tai  this  fubjeA.    But  more  pardculariy, 

2.  Let  us  confider  how  every  man  that 
is  called  to  believe,  is  called  to  believe  in 
CHmft;  and  inwhaxewer  riew  w«  coaodcr 
the^ch.^GbiifL  it /wUl  ^kit  aatdcaUr, 
and  even  neceflarily,  1^^  i^wlieapei^  did 
die  Apoftle,  yiz.  in  the  pajrdc^^  ^^^^ 
«aion  of  his  redeeming  love  cv-ewwkes. 

And 


Diff.  IV,  p^gjmrioaj^on^^al^  .0.  ^^J. 

i^UX;  P^t^JiJ^to  any  one  .Whrf^thiAtglem 

a>TS3ot  ion  Ii:sY  s^nf  v  m/*  %r%  JjL^ 
-•^KRSfi^l^^^^^  beueve  About  nUhr  [  ■  wSiit 
^re  are  to  Ddieye  in  him  fort-^Sfidiyn^ 

me  go  wneii  we  believe  in  him**^^^^  Kt^ 
jao  jnirid  to  repieat  What  I  fea\ie(^t€  *fe 
Jgbpj'j^^^  and   theref6rdi-^ai3<fl^4ir? 

«cprfl!^'as  it  ftandis,   we  have  oiil)^' th^lflRfe 
^ittmns  into  to  confider/^^^^  X   '-'^  *^»^^^  tc^B 
And'  furely  it  is  hard  to  COnedtd^W 

|1  creature,  m  our  circumitaflce$;*>>'^^(aift 
'rook  with  indifference  on  th^^aftdniftudta: 

difcovery  ef  divine  love  to-ihankhid^':'lk) 
^/very   conftitution  of  the    perfon-if 


J^QMirG^^^  Ion. 

.defcenoing  GS  '4^611 '  tHii  'men  ilpStL  *Ec 

ISilc' JEi&tSH^l- ^*^cSfifi^e*^>ow5He  .died, 


I 
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tierfiil  difplay  of  love  be  believed  without 
a£Fe6ting  the  heart  in  the  mod  powerful 
manner?  f 

•  But  the  call,  to  believe  >in  €hrift,  or 
to  believe  in  his  name,  carries  oup  views 
further,  viz.  to  what  we  beKeve  in  him 
for,  or  what  we  are  taught^  to  expedl  and 
look  for  from  him.  AncJ  indeed  they 
are  no  trifles  we  are  direfted  to  exjpcdl, 
nor  can  any  fuch  be  expected  fr<nix  futh 
a  hand.  When  God  gives,  he  gives  like 
himfelf ;  and  when  God  condefcends  to 
appear  like  one  of  us,  and  takes  part  with 
the  children  of  Adam,  it  ilaiies  expecta- 
tion to  the  higheft.  Indeed  it  is  a  divine 
work  ;*  the  pardon  bf  by-paft  offences 
IS  but.  an  introdudlion  to  it^  It  is  no  lefs 
than  a  new  creation;  the  forming,  out 
of  the  ruins  of  Adam's  racfr,  atid  A- 
d^m's  world,  "  a  new  heaven,  aild  a  new 
*•  earth,  wherein  dwells  righteoufeefs  ;**  and 
a  fet  of  inhabitants  fitted  for  fuch  a  worid, 
to  be  heirs  of  eternal  life^  to  be'^^niade  t9ie 
fbns  of  God,  formed  after  his  iniagie,-  the 
ftandard  of  perfet^ion ;  and  all 'this"^  by 
Jefus  Chrift.  Andis^  it  poffible  t<^^  be- 
lieve on  ]^im  for  fuch   things  'fef^dfefe. 
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withoiit  applying  the  general  call  to  our- 
felves  in  particular  ?  i  rit  cannot  be.     For^ 

When  we  beliere  in  Jefusi  or  in  his 
name^  foe  thefe  things,  is  it  not  for  our- 
fplves*  we  believe  ?  Can  we  do  it  without  ex- 
pecting aiid  looking  for  them,  without  be- 
lieving he  will  do  what  he  was  given,  what 
he  Was  fent,  to  do  j  what  he  came  into  the 
World,  took  our  flefh  upon  him,  lived 
aiid  died  to  open  a  way  for  j  vsrhat  he 
rofe  from  the  dead,  and  has  all  power 
given  hirpL,  ^nd,  to  (ij  all  in  one  word, 
what  he  has  promifed  and  bound  himfelf 
to  do^  by  his  own  unchangeable  faithful-* 
nefs  ?  Gan  We  believe  in  him  without 
trufting  him  for  thefe  things,  and  look- 
ing foF  them?  ahdxan  we  do  that,  with- 
out believing,  and  thankfully  acknow-r 
ledging,  that  *'  he  hith  loved  us,  and  given 
>'  hiiiifelfforusr 

This  might  be  iftadc  yet  more  plain^ 
by  inftancitig  in  the  particular  benefits 
irf"  pardon  aiid  juftification,  the  adoption 
of  children,  the  new  birth,  and  new  na- 
(ture,  { with  all  the.  confequences  pf  them ; 
whece  it, would  appear  how  impoflible  it 
is  to.  believe,  *ny  of  thejfe  can  be  beftowed, 
miiehf  lefs  to  expedt  them  through  Chrift, 
3  P  2  as 
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as  they  miift  do  who  believe  in  hii 
name,  without  taking  in  the  0^7  fonn-* 
dation  on  which  they  can  ftand,  tj|$»  par- 
ticular love  bf  Chrift^xn  giving  ^umfelf 
for  us :  So  that  howcvejjali^oll^very  tk^lg 
about  him,  the  faiEb,  by  n^^hicli.  h%  is 
known  even  by  the  be(t;C3iri(iiag^|irmay 
be  believed  aftei*  a  fort,  that  is,  &n.^iuch 
a  lobfe  fpeculative  way,-  as  we  commonly 
do  things  We  have  n0  concern  in ;  yet,  in 
the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  is  evident,  that 
we  cannot  believe  in  him,  that  is,  truft 
him,  or  exped  any  thing  from  him,  but 
by  a  particular  application  of  the  general 
declarations,  calls,  promifes,  and  en^ 
couragements,  laid  in  common  in  the 
gofpel,  to  ourfdves,  and  our  own  parti- 
cular circumftances,  and  the  condition 
we  are  in.     And  this  leads  us, 

3.  To  confider  the  diftinguifhing  charac- 
ter of  the  Chriftian  faith,  viz,  that  it  is. *^  a 
**  believing  with  the  heart.'*  1  So-^ejfiqttl^it 
aim  oft  every  where  diftinguflhed  ^s^pitoti  the 
loofe  general  dead  faith  of  tempei^^ry  tai\d 
cuftomary  .  prpfeiIors«  So  ^^  Apoftlc^ 
Rom.  X.  10.  lays  it  down  a§:^];^unoQf)MftTi> 
ed  princy?Je^  Thw  ."^ijdth  the  Imxt  irtiu^c? 
•*  believ^rt^toj^i^htfpufi^ 

ia 
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in  the  fame  manner,  Philip  lays  it  before 
the  eunuch,  Adls  viii.  27.  as  the  only  cafe 
in  which  it  \his  lawful  to  baptize  him : 
"  If  thou  believeft  with  all  thy  heart." 
And  if  we  know  what  the  lieart  is  in  fcrip- 
ture-language,  and  that  is  the  fame  with 
the  language  of  men,  we  will  fee  it  muift 
of  neceflity  be  fo. 

The  heart  is  the  mod  inward,  and 
therefore  the  mod  hidden  and  referved 
part  of  the  man.  And  thence  it  has  be- 
come the  common  expreflion  of  fincerity^ 
that  what  we  do  with  all  our  heart,  we 
agree  to  without  any*  fecret  referve,"or 
contrary  inclination,  which  often  creates 
an  inward  reludancy  to  the  thing,  which 
yet,  on  weightier  confiderations,  we  fee 
proper  tp  go  into,  and  which'  we  find 
frequently  neccffary  for  avoiding  greater 

evils.    ■•      -    aA:  i;. 

Every  body  'Will  acknowledge  the  ne- 
ceflity ^f  the  iitmoft  'linceritjr  in.  the  bufi- 
aei^tf^^Jt^li^viiigpyiAff^^kir  tilings  are  naked 
"  aflki  &piin  ix>  him  witti  whom  we  have  to 
"  dbJ^'  '  Bu,t  this  cannot  bexihtil  the  inward 
fentim^it,  which  iff  efpeci^y  defigned 
byi^thfe  be^'t,  is  thoroughly  formed  upon 
thd  thxth  as  it  is  ijd^Jefus:     That,  tipon 

«  ^         a 
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isi  fair  and  full  view  of  things  as  the^  artf 
dated  in  the  conftitution  of  grace,  we 
are  perfeiftly  pldaffed  with  the  whole,  and 
every  part  of  it ;  and  thereby  ^edhially 
determined  to  renounce  all  relations,-  in-' 
terefts,  profpeds,  and  prdjefte,  which 
are  any  how  inconfiftent  therewith*  This 
is  fo  plain  a  cafe,  that  no  body  will  pre- 
tend to  difpute  the  general  truth.  But 
when  the  particulars  come  to  be  co6fider-^ 
ed  as  our  Lord  has  ftated  them,  "  to  d^ 
^*  ny  ourfelves,  take  up  ouf  cfoft,  and 
*•  follow  him;  to  hate  father  and  mo* 
•*  ther,''  &c.  the  neareft  and  mod  endearing 
relations,  and  even  our  own  lives,  when 
they  come,  as  they  ofteii  do,  into  com- 
petition with  him  ;  the  infinccrity  of  our 
hearts  betrays  itfelf,  and  our  fecret  fen- 
timents  Ihow  themfelves  in  very  earneft 
efforts  to  explain  away  the  fixed  rul^s  of 
the  gofpel,  or  at  leafl  -to  bring  them  fo 
low,  as  to  admit  the  referve  we  have 
perhaps  uildefignedly  and  ignofaafly 
made.  -     *'*' 

The  heart  is  likewife  the  ftat '<)f  all  *ar 
afFedions  and  pafFions;  ^ttiefe  -cbftiraand 
the  whole  man,  and  are  the  inlm^ftte 
fprings  of  aft  our^adliotts  good  aad'bttd; 

as 
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^s  they  either  ar?,  or  ncceflSirily,  producCi 
'what  we  caU  the  will  j  that  is,  thofe  in-r 
clinatipflii?  pr  averfions  which  we  expreft 
wheiv  W^  i^yi •  »We  ivil/j  or  wi//  7/(9/,  and 
^ppu,  which,all  Qur  adlioos,  and  the  whole 
Qondjaift  ,Qf .  ;Uife^  depends.  While  thefe 
areino5,;)t)alan;eed  by  proper  and  well^ 
founded  fcntinpienti,  every  external  ixn-^ 
prciHon  will  create  it§  correfpond^nt  af- 
fedlion  and  paflion,  and  the  man  will 
be  ejLa6lly  fuch  as  the  Apoftle  defcribes 
him,  a  flave  to  divers  Infls  ^nd  pleafures, 
Tit.  iii,  3.  Thus  it  is  our  blefled  Lord, 
who  never  miftook  any  tiding,  tells  us, 
^^  A  gQod  man,  put  pf  the  good  treafurp 
*•  of  his  heart,  brings  forth  good  things} 
"  and  an  evil  man,  out  of  the  evil.trpftj 
f'  fur^.  of  his  heart,  brings  forth,  evil 
^\  things." 

And  hepice  it  is  eafy  tp  fe$»  that  as,  in  p» 
ther  matters,  nothing  can  touch  the  l^art 
without  fuch  a  particular  applicati<?n  as  • 
makes  one  fe?iCbly  feel  his  intereft  and  con-^ 
cel-n  in  it,  fo  it  muft.be  likewife  in  the 
IpLuiincf? pf^believing ^il^ iQhriil.  Job fpeaks 
v?5y  feelingly,  .9fth,e  vjyft^ocjld^  there  ^sbe^ 
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ibice,  aod  how  nearly  he  was  concerned 
in  him.  The  cafe  is  the  fame  with  Chrift, 
now  that  he  is  received  up  into  glorjr.  A 
general  report  of  him  is  left  behind,  as 
of  a  very  extraordinary  peribn  who  cmicc 
lived  in  this  world :  but  until  one  feels 
he  is  one  with  whom  he  now  hath,  and 
muft  hereafter  have  to  do ;  however  wc 
may  be  in  love  with  his  character,  as  we 
are  with  other  great  men  recorded  in  hi-^ 
(lory,  the  heart  neither  is,  nor '  can  be, 
afiedted,  fb  as  to'  have  all  our  hopes  and 
fears  for  time  and  eternity  centered  in 
him.  This  is  the  buiinefs  of  faith ;  and 
until  it  has  brought  the  heart  to  acquiefcc 
and  reft  in  him,  none  can  fay  they  have 
believed  in  him. 

And  this  leads  to  confider  Chrift  as  he  is 
fet  forth  unto  faith,  jj /A^^iWr  ^r£^.  In 
this  charafter  he  invites  the  weary  and  hea- 
vy leaden  to  come  to  him,  Matth.  xi.  28. 
Nay  he  himfelf  is  the  very  refi  of  the  foul, 
the  reft  that  remains  for  the  people  of  GkxL 
After  the  firft  creation-reft  was  broJ^en  by 
fin,  and  the  typical  Canaan-reft  at  an  end, 
God  rejled  in  Chrift ;  in  him  he  was  per-f 
feftly  pleafed;  and  accordingly  they  who 
l^elie ve  in  Chrift,  are  faid  to  enter  intp  God's 
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reft,  Heb.  iv.  3.  But  how  can  that  be,  until 
their  hearts  are  formed  into  fuch  juft  and 
well-founded  fentiments  of  him,  as  makes 
them  acquiefce  entirely  in  him,  and  there 
lofe  all  thofe  anxietes  and  cares  which  dif- 
trefled  and  diftradled  them?  And  how 
can  this  be,  fo  long  as  they  are  in  doubt, 
whether  they  have  any  intereft  in  him? 
and  whenever  they  have,  then  they  can  fay 
with  the  Apoftle,  that  Chrift  "loved  them, 
^*  and  gave  himfelf  for  them."  .And  this 
leads 

4.  To  confider  faith  as  it  has  it  in  its 
nature  to  produce  love,  and  to  produce 
it  in  the  fame  degree,  and  by  the  fame 
fteps,  that  itfelf  rifes  towards  perfedlion. 
By  Chrift  we  believe  in  God ;  and  accor- 
dingly faith  prefents  Chrift  as  the  neareft 
and  immediate  objeiSt  of  love.  But  his 
ami'ablenefs  cannot  be  fet  in  a  juft  light, 
until  ^'  GSdis  vi^wfed  in  him  reconciling 
"  thfe  ^o'rldv  to  himfelf,  not  imputing 
*^>irhiiKtrefpaffes^  ^nto  them;"  and  thus 
164^^  Juft  ias  'feith^was,  is  carried  through 
€Jk*iCl?*tirito  tbciRither.  He  aud  the  Pa- 
th^ 2tftf?fo  onifi' ikhsit  they  can  neither  bo 
ft*Crib*%*e4i  fe|yarate]y.  In^Chrift's  re- 
*^F6l,ir.   -  3  Q^   -^*'*  iatioa 
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lation  to,  and  iinion  with,  the  Father,  his 
excellency  and  glory  lies;  and  ia  thofe 
views  of  grace  which  are  given  ns  in 
Chrift,  are  laid  the  foundation  of  all  que 
love  to  him. 

The  all-liifficient  God  is  indeed  with-? 
out  difpucc  infinitely  amiable  and  lovely 
in  himfelf;    and  muft  accordingly,   one 
ihould  think,  be  efteemed  and  lov^d  by 
every    creature    who  is  capable  of  per- 
ceiving his  glory :  and  yet  it  is  not  fo  in 
fadl.     The  devils,    we   know,    entertain 
^sx  implacable  enmity  againft  him,  and 
vent  it  on  all  occafions  fo  far   as  lies  in 
their  power :  and  the  reafon  of  \t  is  not* 
far  to  feek ;  they  know  he  is  ^eir  irrecon- 
cileable  enemy ;   they  have  no  naercy  to 
look  for,  nothing  to  expedl  frqm  his  hand 
but  utter   deftrudtipn.     This  turns  their 
averfion    into    defperate   rage.    And  the 
fame  would  have  been  the  ftate  of  man, 
had   there  been   no  reyelatign  pf   grace. 
We  fee  the  beginnings   of  it  in  Adam; 
when  fin  had  got  in  and  fettled  in  his  con- 
fcience,   he  tries  to  hide  himfelf  from  the 
prelence  of  that  God  whom  he  had   fp 
pften  entertained  as  his  friend^     And  had 
he  been  luifered  to  go  on,  a  total  eftrange- 
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merit  would  very  quickly  have  followed  ; 
his  evil  confcicnce  would  have  painted 
iiis   creator    as   an  enemy;     that  would  ! 

have  been  followed  with  blafphemous  wifh-* 
es,  that  he  might  be  kept  out  of  his 
hands,  that  either  God's  power  were  lefs 
or  his  own  greater.  **  Skin  for  fkin  ;  all 
^'  that  a  man  hath  will  he  give  for  his 
**  life,"  was  one  true  fentence  uttered  by  , 
the  father  of  lies. 

His  pofterity  are  not  in  a  fituation  quite 
fo  bad :  the  firft  of  them  that  was  born 
found,  that  God  had  rtveakd  himfelf  a  God 
of  grace  and  mercy  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  corruption  and  ignorance  that  has  o- 
verwhelmed  the  world,  this  periuafion  has 
kept  its  room,  more  or  lefs,  among  all 
nations.  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at ;  it 
keeps  hope  alive ;  nay  it  has  been  impro- 
ved in  all  ages  to  flatter  the  vanity  of  man- 
kind :  They  have  thougKt  it  a  difcovery 
made  by  themfelves,  a  piece  of  natu- 
ral knowledge  ;  and  foothing  their  vanity 
with  the  profpedl  of  recommending  them- 
felves by  one  means  or  another  to  the  fa- 
vour of  God,  many  means  have  been  tried,, 
to  very  little,  or  rather  to  no  purpofe  at 
all :  They  continue  flill  eftranged  from 
God,   abfolutely  in  the  dark,  cut  ojff  from 

3  CL2  aU      M 


492        The  Christian  Life  : 

all  ccnreTpondcnce  with  him:  and  €bt 
more  tfacr  know  of  him  and  of  themfelTeSy 
the  lefs  their  confidence;  becanle  their 
hearts  finite  them^  and  dicir  confidences 
dictate  what  they  dcfenre.  They  cannot 
bear  the  thoughts  of  fuch  a  God  as  he 
reaily  is ;  and  ereiy  one  tries  to  mould 
him  into  fuch  a  form  as  (bits  his  circum- 
ftances  bed :  The  furcft  eridence  can  be 
giyen  of  their  perfed  hatred  of  him,  as  he 
really  is  in  himfelf. 

Thus  deeply  inlaid^  in  the  prcfent  hu^ 
man  conftitution,  are  the  feeds  of  enmity 
aga'mfl  their  creator,  the  great  fovereign 
of  heayen  and  earth :  and  theie,  the  A- 
poftle  aiiures  us^  will  continue  until  their 
hearts  be  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confid- 
ence;" which  they  cannot  be,  **  till  the 
blood  of  Jefus,  who,  through  the  eternal 
Spirit,  offered  himlelf  without  fjpot  unto 
God,  purge  the  confidence  from  dead 
works,"  by  giving  them  good  affurance  of 
pardon,  and  fuch  a  fight  of  God  as  pcr- 
fecfcly  fuits  their  circumftance^.  The  great- 
nefs  and  majefty  arifing  from  the  holinefs 
of  the  divine  nature,  that  is  boundleis 
perfeclion  united,  overwhelms  the  fi^ul 
of  a  finner,   raifes  admiration,  and  a  fort 
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of  efteenij    veneration,     and  fear  j     but 
fuch  as  drives  the  foul   into  defpair,   that 
is,   carries  him  further  and  fxurther  from 
God,   until  he  fees  him  as  he  appears  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  juft  fuch  a  God  as  the  guil- 
ty finner  has  occafion  for ;  which  abates 
nothing  of   his  efteem  and    veneration, 
but,   at  the  fame  time,  makes  him  appear 
not  only  worthy  of  his  love,   but  touch^ 
es  the  heart  in  the  moft  fenfible  and  af- 
fedling  manner,  and  diflblves  it  into  love» 
But  what  need  we  (land  reafoning  a 
point  which   the   beloved  difciple,    who 
had  the  beft  reafon  ever  man  had  to  un^ 
derftand  it,   has  very  exprefely  detcrnu- 
ned  ?     "  We  love  him,  becaufe  he  loved 
"  us   firft,"     I    John  iv*   19.     And  that 
none  might  entertain  fuch  a  perverfe  i- 
magination,  that  God  loves  us,  becauib 
we  love  him,  he  alTures  us,  vcrf.  10.  it  i» 
not  fo  :     "  Not  that  we  loved  him,  but 
"  that  he  loved  us  ;"  and  gave  this  moft 
infallible  token  of  it,   "  that  he  gave  hi$ 
**  own  beloved  Son  a  propitiation  for  our 
*'  fins:"  and  verf.  16.  he  lays  this  down  as 
the  foundation  of  our  loving  God,    ' '  that 
*'  we  have  known  and  believed  the  lort 
**  that  God  hath  to  us/' 

And 
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And  now,  as  nothing  can  root  out 
thcfe  jealoufies  and  evil  furmifings,  thefe 
ieeds  of  enmity  againft  God,  but  good 
aflurance,  that  he  is  not  the  enemy  we 
take  him  for,  nor  any  thing  fubdue  and 
recover  the  ftraying  heart  of  man  in- 
to the  love  of  God  but  afliirance  of  his 
love ;  and  as  this  cannot  be  had,  but  by 
the  particular  application  of  faith  we  ard 
ipeaking  of,  one  of  two  things  muft  fol- 
low ;  either  that  all  true  faith  carries  in  it 
iuch  a  particular  application  of  Chrift, 
the  great  evidence,  token,  and  pledge, 
of  the  love  of  God  to  us ;  or,  what  no 
CJhriftian  can  admit  of,  that  there  may  be 
true  faith,  where  yet  there  is  no  love,  ei- 
ther to  God  or  his  Chrift. 

5^  We  may  gather  yet  further  evidence 
of  the  truth  we  are  upon  from  the  infepa- 
rablc  conne6lion  there  is  between  true 
faith,  and  confidence  in  God ;  that  con- 
fidence to  which  every  true  Chriftian  is 
moft  certainly  raifed  up,  according  to  the 
meafure  of  his  faith,  to  rejoice,  or,  as  the 
original  word  properly  imports,  to  boaft, 
and  glory  in  God,  "through  the  Lord  Je- 
ius  Chrift ;  as  one  is  wont  to  do  in  a  fure 
and    tried    friend,    who,     he     certainly 

knows. 
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know»,  will  not  difappoint  or  make  him 
a(h;imc(l  of  hb  confidence. 

Tim  h  io  ae(ir  of  kin  to  faith  itfelf^ 
that  wlicn  it  ii  narrowly  looked  into,  it 
will  be  found  the  very  fame  things  which 
\h  otherwiie  called  faith  in  Cod,  or  fo  in^ 
ieparably  conneded  with  it,  that,  where 
this  i»  wanting,  it  la^  impofliblc  to  con- 
ceive, even  of  the  loweft  and  moft  un« 
qucdionable  acflingft  of  faijlh.    Believing^ 
^or  instance,  that  God  really  i«  fuch  g 
being  ta^  he  \vk  reprefented  to  ub  in  Chrifl; 
jefuB,  ib  ailoniihingly  good  and  graciouii 
ttB  to  give  fuch  an  unfpeakable  liappincA 
UH  eternal  life,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  toO| 
by  hif(  own  Son  and  Spirit  abiding  and 
dwelling  in  m ;   it  in  inipoilible,  I  fayi 
^o  conceive  even  pf  thin,  without  form- 
ing tlie  heart,  at  the  fame  time,  into  tlio 
jnoil  ardent  love  of,  and  higheil  confi- 
dence ;  which  i»  no  more  than  a  firm  tnift 
and  dependence  on  him :     A  confidence 
which  we  make  jxo  fcruplc  to  found  on 
the  promifb  of  a  weak  m^in,  wJien  we 
believe  him  honefl,   and  the  thing  in  hii 
power,   upon  infmitely  lower  evidence  1 
**  He  that  fparcd  not  ^iin  own  Son,  but 
i*  gave  him  u^  i^nto  the  death  for  ub  ally 
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^'  how  ihall  he  not  with  him  alio  fredj 
?  give  us  all  things  ?** 

But  be  that  as  it  will,  the  Chriftian 
faith  muft  raiie  the  foul  to  fuch  a  confi- 
dence in  Gk>d,  becaufe  it  is  a  duty  the 
moft  eameftly  injoined  and  prefled,  and 
mod  frequently,  repeated  of  any  in  the 
whole  Bible,  both  in  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament,  which  we  need  not  ilandto 
repeat,  and  which  we  find  laid  as  the 
foundation  of  all  that  Chriltian  courage 
and  refoludon  which  we  find  fo  many  in- 
flances  of  in  both ;  and  fo  neceflary,  that, 
without  it,  it  would  be  fimply  impoffible 
for  the  Chriftian  to  bear  up,  tmder  the 
manifold  tribulations,  temptations,  and 
oppofition,  from  the  devil,  the  world, 
and  the  flefli,  which  our  Lord  has  warn- 
ed his  difciples  to  lay  their  account  with. 
And  what  have  they  to  fiipport  and  bear 
them  up  againft  all  thefe  ?  Why, '  truly, 
nothing  but  this,  "  Greater  is  he  that  is 
**  with  them,  than  all  that  are  againft 
**  them."  Take  away  their  confidence 
in  God,  through  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
their  courage  is  gone,  their  heart  fails 
them,  and  they  become  weak  and  feeble 
like  other  men.     And  no  wonder  j  for  it 

is 


Diff.  IV,   Di|[]fert^]tions  on  Galii:  20.   497 

is  in  the  Lord^only,  and  in  the  power  of 
his  mighty  they  arc  flxong :  of  thenifelves 
they  can  do  nothing.  Nay  it  is  in  thi^, 
weaknefs  that  the  Apoftle  aflures  us  their 
ftrehgth  lies ;  "  When  I  am  weak,  then 
am  I  ftrong:'*  and  therefore  he  chufes  to  ' 
glory  in  nothing  but  his  infirmities  and 
wieaknefTes. 

But  how  fhall  faith  be  raifed  to  fuch  a 
confidence  in  him,  and  fucha  firmhefe 
and  ftrength  of -mind  ?  And  the  firmnefs 
of  believers,  both  in  Old  and  New  Tefta*- 
inent  times,  has  been  the  aftonilhrnent 
and  admiration. of  the  world.:  See  Heb.  xi. 
throughout,  arid  :compare  with  thefe  Old- 
tTeftament  worthies  luch  accounts  as  wc 
have  of  the  firmnefe  and  cdnftancy  of  the 
Chriftian  martyrs.  ^The  Apoftlcs  rejoiced, 
that  they  were  counted  worthy  to  fuffcr 
for  the  name  of  Jefus*  V  Paur  gives  us  the 
myftery  of  their  cbnftancy  :  '^  We  both  la^ 
"  hour,  and  fufier.  perfecution,"  faid  he, 
*'  becauie  we  trulL  in  the  living  God.'' 
But  will  fuch  a^  poor  loofe  general  faith, 
.fiich  as  fame  contend  for,  and  content 
themfelves  withy f. have  this  effecft;  a  be- 
lief or  perfuafion;  ;that  Chrift  'died  for 
mankind,  in  .general,  o^  foine  particular 
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deA  iWelS  Vad  that  Gtod  ib  teVcd  dfe 
world,  that  he  gave  his  Son  thus^  to  ^ 
for  them,  while  nmiii>erlefe  litinibers  are 
fcft,  notwithftanding;  to  perffh  letetnai^ 
ly  ?  No  certainly  * '  Nothing  'can  Taifex)ar 
Confidence  in  God,  kbd  xmr  per&mal  cou- 
rage and  refolution^  l3ut  tiie  apiplication 
of  this  falvation,  and  the  love  from  which 
it  iprbcecded,  to  ouHelvdB,  in  the  Aoft  dif- 
tindl  and  particular  macuier;     But^ ' 

6.  This  is  the  only  Way  wherein  we 
can  give  God  and  Ms  Clxrift  the  ^loiy  that 
is  due  imlto  his  &ame.  No  body  will 
make  any  doNtbt  about  this  being  the  dii^ 
ty  of  every  Ghriftifan,  and  a  very  aeceilk- 
ry  o^e.  fe^is  the  great ^deftgn  of  fiutii  to 
do  fo,  and  exauMy  fitted  for  the  {nnrpofe 
it  is.  it  is  indeed  Ho  more  but  a  bdidF 
and  acknowledgement,  that  God  is  what 
he  has  declared  and  manifefted  iiimielf 
to  be :.  Hiit  he  has  done,  and  will  do, 
what  )he  -has  realijr  done,  iand  promifed 
to  do. '  And,  fureLy^  whast  does  not 
that,  does  not  dderve  the  natoe  of  fSdth. 

Thefirftrft^ifaiihoc^es,  is,  to  ghrehim 
lhe  glory  of  hiis  ftid^Bulneft^  by  ricetving 
the  tecoixi^he  hagitoada^dttceming^  him- 
felf  and  his  Son  Jfcfiift  Ghrift.    Tte  Bible, 

from 


Irojn  1^  tsftgiiining  Xq  the  ^A  of  it,  is 
fVQ^vlj  %  vecpiKt:  it  «  |h§  iiiftory  o| 
Qojiy  )m  wQrkg  in  gcuefal,  ^a4  particvvlar-i 
ly  of  t^is  Yfayfi  with  ifee  cfeiWi^n  of  nfi^l 
ivi  biy  wh?.%he  hq^s  don^  (;lx^  fad^s  the^-? 
re$<MF4ed„  he  raajfirtfl^jfe  hippif^lf  tp  us  -^  by- 
^Vk  pJlai«  finpiple  wiay  he  te*cheth  us  wh^|> 
Hf^  JWQ  to  thij^c,  aftd  hQV  V6  are  tQ  coar 
Qcive  of  l^ioRu  Jle  reafgns.  intj^ed  vjpo|l» 
th,9  f»^9>  9^^  tliefe^y  te^i^hes  \^s  whsk% 
ufe  we  are  tQ  xnak«  of  them;  but  the 
great  paiut&  of  faith  ai^  the  fnAa  themr. 
ielvesi  And  the  nptas^  that  dther  denies 
any  of  the  fa<^,  or  calla  \a  ^ouht  the 
jufti^gfk  of  the  coAclufkias  ^rawn  fron^ 
tktnxj  whether  dircd^lp)?,  or  by*.es^plainiQg! 
theiifi  aws^y,  as  ipauy  of  kt^  have  done^ 
makes  God  a  liar  as  really  as  they  wha 
do  nqt  receive  t^  record  at  all;  and  da 
it  much  mor^  impudeoitly  ]  than  they, 
while  they  allow  it  to  be  the  record  of 
Ood,  and  yet  {irefume  to  call  fome  partd 
of  i^  in  queflifxn;  for^furely,  it  is  lefs 
difhonaurablei;to.ithe  great  ^uthoa;,  to  fay^ 
he  made  not  the  recondi}  Tt±iaii,  ^  aSt^r  that 
19  admittedif  isci&y^rJ^  i&  is  iba^xp^rr-. 
feflii  %fidxeiXQ»ep[|%  »t3hat/it  .necds.to  b^ 
;NKS^iiaitb^hH»«n(^^  U 

3  R  2  There 
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There  we  have  God  fet  before  us  as  the 
author  of  the  firft  creatioiv,  where  iiuleed 
all  our  knowledge  of  him  is  foimded. 
But  we  are  given  likewife  to  underftand, 
That  this  world,  Xvith  all  that  belongs 
to  it,  is  but  a  preparation  for,  and  intro- 
dtiiftion  to,  another,  and  every-  way  a  bet- 
ter one  :  That  Jefus  Ghrift  is  at  the  head 
df  it,  and  his  bufinefs,  at  prefent,  is  to 
prepare  inhabitants  for  it,  from  among 
the  poor  perifhing  fons  of  Adam:  That 
the  way  he  manages  is  by  publilhing  his 
great  defigh;  bringing- life  and  immorta- 
lity to  lights  as  he  has  done  in  the  go-» 
fpel;  calling,  prefHng,  and  affuring,  in 
the  ftrongeft  manner,  that  no  weaknefs, 
lyorthleflhcfs,  wickednefs,  or  any  difqua-. 
lification  whatever,  Ihall  be  any  hinder- 
ance:  AH  thefe  he  takes  upon  himfelf ;  and 
^11  that  is  left  to  them  .is,  to  determine, 
whether  they  will  content  themfelves 
with  the  wretched  fliadow  of  life  they 
have,  or  renounce  and  give  it  up  now,  as 
they  mult  very  foon  do  whether  they  will 
or  not,  and  reft  themfelves  on  his  crea-p 
ting  power  for  all,  and  li^e  purely^  by 
grace.  And  if,  after  all,  they  find  they 
C4unpt  determine  themfelves/  aijd  cfeinnot 
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jJart  with  a  prefent  world  ;  even  that  he. 
has  taken  upon  himfelf  to  fupply,  and. 
wants  no  more  but  that  they  will  confent" 
to  be  healed  and  helped;  and  when  they- 
cannot  do  fo  much* as  that,  he  has  taken  it 
upon  lumfelf  to  make  them  willing ;  and 
really  does  fo^  in  all  that  receive  and  be- 
lieve in  his  name. 

This,   it  is  evident,  is  all  home  work,- 
the  clofeft  application  that  can  be  imto 
the  foul.     Nothing  like  the  remote  loofe 
meafures  of  moral  government^  but  the- 
immediate  application  of  creating  power 
to  every  particular  Chriftian  who  is  really, 
brought  to  believe  in  Chrift*.    And  he  has* 
not  the  glory  given*  him  that  is  due  to  his 
name,  until  all  jfhefe  are  acknowledged  ;i 
and  who  cin  have -any  reafbn  to  imagine 
he  is  a  believer^  who  doth  not  acknow-* 
ledge  them?  'Every -believer  mull  be  qua- 
lified to  join  the  -Chriftian  worfliip ;   and 
the  Apoftle  gives  -;u6  the  fum*  of  it.  Rev.  i.  • 
5.  "  To  him  that  foved  us,  ^  and  waftied 
*'  us  irom  ofuf  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and 
"made  us  kings'  and  t)riefts  tmto  God,'* 
&c.     And,   furdiy,.  until  he  is'  thus  ac^^: 
kriowledged,  he  has  not  the  glory  given 
}um  that  is  due  unto  his  name:   and  if 

he 
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kc  i&  aot  thttsi  a<;knaw)edged,  ^  tkkes  ef 
the  glorf  of  hift  grace,  the  g^ary  o£  God 
ikumog  m  th«fkc»of  JefUa^  k  A9t  ^ta 

and  a^f^wl^ed }  OQF  f»a  the  beldev^r 
jflMi  iQ  th«^  f<anA9  9f  ^cxihifi^  st9i7>  the 
gleiy  oC  hift  ?»amei  to  him,  "•  Buffed  b©  (^ 
"  Qo4aH4Fa^frojf  PUT  J.t5dj^\is  CJifift^" 
&c.  Nay,  without  it,  one  $aiU]IPt  i^  s^uch 

gttity  or  hgrppcfify. 

.7»  There  «aQ  be  no  %^.  thiog  «i  eomn 
mwa^nfum!^  Qed,  >iui  the  l*o9d  Jefiit 
C&nik,  on  any  other  foundation,  hat  fiich 
a,  pardoular  appBeation  of.  the  4eclara« 
tions,  caUaf  and  eneouragtmci^ta,  of  the 
gofpe),  M  le»da  tfi  thft  4^tt^  ^^s&ocoh 
lf<ige«u3Ats  eii^ftr^ed by iheApa^,  il^'iit 
l9o«4  tfi^t  4ndgav^  l^mMJ  fir*  m.  There 
may  indeed  b^  4  coeaj»mjiM>*rfea  of  fpi^ 
r4taal  Hfe»  and  xri^o.  of  ijpritu^l  gifta  %od 
pQwerfi  J  !tH©6*  afft  dfteda^  tQ  qi^lify  for 
cdnunvniQni  bu((:@mmimipni<^f>  which 
Ue&  ia  mut:^!  fneRdlhip^rrialo^e^  wd  th^ 
duties  smd.  Q^e^of  i^iendfti^;.  io;  giving 
and  r«eeimg.r^  |efti{t^9£^i^/  toi^s, 
and  evideftceft  pf  Jwc5^/i»J'*5hjltv.fc  hgwj 
fpeak  of  J  and  %.,|li^§^.^it:i»^?ii^ft«ti:riio 
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Oilriftian.Utb  h  m  i.  UMimer  wholly  vtar- 
^ioyed. 

The  firft  ykW  t^en,  asid  that  iiviikh 
fbuads  all  ^  reft  of  the  Ghril^il'is  fel- 
k>\fv^p  wick  the  Fai^r  -aad  his  Son  Jeitis 
■Ghrift,  lies  in  giving  and  reoeiving ;  gi- 
ir'mg  on  God's  part,-  xaid  itcei^ng  tob 
idtir$.  And,  )K$or,  dud  ^IcabTerable,  and 
utr^i^hed)  ^^'bli^d,  k&^  n^ed,  as  y^e 
iiSre,  d^d  ill  H<e^f]fes  and  iail,  iffe  have 
heftMng  but  -wliat  '^w«  rec;4!ite>,  li^,  ai^ 
light,  and  pftndo^  aad  f^it&al  powt^, 
^Ad  ^oviSd^  «f  «t«i^  MaAy  mtift  4II 
^'(>iDfe  irom  ^e^Hid  of  the  kbid  Kedeem- 
«i^.  l.if<i  iidi^,  and  die  'poiwen  belinq;- 
%g%o  it,  'ta<tiPft  he  '«m>i^t  in  tis-with- 
btet  &ny  cohi^d^^c^ef  df  <>ai%«  But  the^ 
iai%  giVes^  to  J)ut  tis  iftto  a  cafpttcitf  off  pdr- 
teivi&g  ^fid  iife^ng  the  worth  of  t^  gift, 
and  ^11  #ic  f*ifcfequ€iit  «*iden€^  of  love 
ticfcl'ffitodft^.'  Aaad  k  feedving  tiitfc 
wMi  dutslut!  Scl^bWledge^aelftsi  diid4«- 
M^M  of  l^tietidtf,  and  iote,  iits  vhe 
tShri^att'fe  l^af*:  iiiad*  i^ow^  this  'caM:  be 
46nl«j  #hilek(<tcbi«i&^s'»eefedfible,  bir  e- 
vaft'  dOufe^V' ^''^etherl^iie  h«6  reoer»epi 
^feBfe'd!?'«5t,  who  ean'%?  •• 

'  fhe  i)ther  part  <tf   Oftr  ^OKiiafitttiiojft, 

which 
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which  aiifes  naturally  from  this,  coniiils 

in   a<fls  of  adoration,  worihip,   and  ad- 

drefs,  to   him,    as   occaiions  require,    in 

'  thankfgivings     and     acknowledgements, 

•  prayers  and  fupplications,  &c.  as  tokens 
of  our  love  to  him,  and  dependence  on 
him,  for  his  gracious  returns  of  accept- 
ance and  reUef.     I  need  not  fay,   how  ne- 

•  ceffary  it  is,  that  all  thefe  fhould  proceed 

•  from  the  heart :.  if  it  is  any  worfhip  at  all, 
it  is  but  an  expreuion  of  that  love  and 
thankfulnefs  to  God,  and  that  dutiful  con- 
fidence in  him,  and  dependence  on  him, 
for  all  things  which  we  fpoke  of  already ; 
and  which  can^  by  no  means,    be  mana- 

"ged  without  that  confidence  of  faith  we 
are  fpeaking  of,  that  boldnefs  with  which 
the  Chriftian  is.  diredled  to  come  to  a 
throne  of  grace,  and  to  enter  into  the  ho- 
lieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus  ;  and  ^  which 
the  Apoftle  diredls  to  be  done  with  full 
aflurance  of  faith,  as  thofe  certainly  will, 
who  have  their  hearts  fprinkled  from  an 
civil  confcience,  Heb.  iv.  i6.  x.  19.  ^Jeqq. 
There  is  one  circumltance,  of  prayer 
particularly,  which,  by  itfelf,  determines 
the  point,  viz.  that  we  are  directed  to  ad- 
drefs  God  as  our  Father.    So  our  Lord 

taught 
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taught  his  difciples  in  that  form  which 
he  gave  them :  and  it  is  founded  in  the 
ftate  they  are  exalted  to ;  being  no  more 
fervants,  but  fons ;  and  the  fpirit  of  fons, 
which  all  of  them  receive,  exerting,  and 
enabling  them  to  cry,  Abba,  Father* 
Rom.  viii.  15.  This  is  oppofed  to  the 
fpirit  of  bondage,  which  has  no  more 
hold  of  them,  now  that  they  are  made 
free  by  the  Son,  and  brought  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God.  By 
which  it  appears,  with  full  evidence,  that 
we  cannot  fo  much  as  pray  according  to 
the  will  of  God,  withojit  this  faith  in 
Chrift,  which  acknowledges  his  dying 
love  to  us. 

8.  We  might  mention  here,  that  "joy 
*'  in  believing,"  which  the  Apoftle  wilhes 
to  the  Romans  ;  and  which  Peter  fpeaks 
of  as  a  neceflary  fruit  and  efFedl  of  belie- 
ving, I  Pet.  i.  8.  The  importance  of  thisj 
in  the  fpiritual  life,  is  acknowledged  by 
all,  it  is  the  very  ftrength  of  the  foul, 
Neh.  viii.  10.  We  might  likewife  take 
notice  of  that  great  efFedl  we  find  the  A- 
poftle  attributing  to  faith,  Ad.  xv.  9. 
/'  purifying  the  heart,''  and  the  whole 
bufinefs  of  holinefs  and  fandlification,. 
Vol.  II.  3  S  Thefe 
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Thefe  two  have  luch  a  neceflary  connec- 
tion  with,   and   mutual   dependence  on, 
each    other,    that   they   might    be    very 
properly  confidered  together;  and  it  would 
be    eafy   to    ftiew    how   impoflible  it  is 
to   make   any   thing  of  either  of  them, 
without  the  particular  application  of  faith 
we  are  fpeaking  of.     And  it  is  fadly  ve- 
rified in  the  experience  of  all  who  are  ca- 
pable  of  obfervingf  what  a  dead  lifelefe 
thing  Chriftianity  is  become,  even  among 
the  ferious  profeffors  of  it,   lince    mens 
confciences  were  fbothed  with  what  they 
call  marks  of  gface,  and  thence  came  to  be 
perfuaded  they  might  do  well  enough  with- 
out the  affurance  of  their  intereft  in  Chrift. 
But  having  fpoken  already  of  the  founda- 
tions both  of  holihefs   and  comfort,    in 
that  peace,   and  love,   and   confidence  in 
God,  which  they  are  but  the  fruits  of, 
I  will  not  ftand  any  further  on  them  here. 
And  therefore, 

Laftly,  I  conclude  with  obferving, 
that  this  particular  application  of  Ghrift's 
dying  love  is  the  only  thing  that  can 
diftinguifh  our  faith  from  the  faith  of 
hypocrites,  nay  and  that  of  the  devils 
themfelves.     It  might  be  thought  odd  to 

compare 
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compare  the  faith  of  Chriftians  to  that  of 
devils ;  but  the  Apoftle  J^mes  has  taught 
us  to  do  fo  in  one  comprehenfive  branch 
of  it,  James  ii;  19,  and  makes  no  doubt 
even  to  prefer  the  faith  of  devils,  as  it  is 
attended  with  fuch  a  particular  applica- 
tion as  their  circumftances  would  admit  j 
**  they  believe  and  tremble."  And  when 
we  have  examined  the  whole  complex  fy- 
ftem  of  divine  truth  in  all  the  parts  of  it, 
there  will  not  be  found  one  fingle  point 
which  they  do  not  know  more  perfedlly, 
and  believe  more  firmly,  than  the  moft 
orthodox  Chriftian  on  earth :  but  they 
have  no  intereft  in  thefe  things,  unlefs  it 
be  to  make  them  more  miferable.  Men, 
Chriftians  efpecially,  have  the  record  of 
all  thefe  things  made  for  their  benefit : 
but  if  they  will  not  take  the  advantage  of 
them,  by  applying  them  to  themfelves, 
they  will  be  more  guilty  than  the.  devils ; 
and  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  mi- 
fcry  being  aggravated  in  exa6l  proportion 
to  the  privileges  they  have  had,  and  ne- 
gledled  or  refufed  to  make  the  proper  ad- 
vantage  of. 


I  once  thought  to  have  illuftrated  this 
3  S  2  point 
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point  further,  by  fhowing  how  an  a- 
wakened  felf-condcmned  finner,  upon  the 
brink  of  defpair,  is,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Spirit  of  life,  raifed  up  to  the  hap- 
py (late  we  fpeak  of,  viz.  confidence  in  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  moft  endear* 
ing  and  comfortable  reflections  on  his  al- 
mighty love.  But,  confidering  how  very 
various  the  ways  of  the  Spirit  are  in  thefe 
cafes,  that  no  one  precife  method  of  proce- 
dure can  be  laid  down  which  may  anfwer 
the  experiences  of  every  true  believer ;  and 
that,  in  the  account  we  gave  of  the  divine 
record  in  the  foregoing  difcourfe,  and  the 
impreffions  which  the  belief  of  it  makes 
upon  the  heart,  we  have  already  faid  as 
much  as  is  neceflary  on  that  head ;  any 
further  enlargement  in  this  place  would  be 
fuperfluous. 

It  may,  perhaps,  rather  be  of  more  ufc 
to  inquire,  how  it  has  come  to  pafs,  that 
this  particular  application  of  gofpel-grace, 
the  love  of  Chrift,  and  the  Father  in  him, 
comes  to  be  fo  much  overlooked  by  the  ge- 
nerality of  Chriftians  among  us. 

We  have  already  given  fomc  general 
hints  about  it ;  we  Ihall  here  confider 
it  fomewhat  more  particularly.    And   this 

is 
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is  the  more  neceflary,  becaufe  the  great  ob- 
jeftion  which  lies  againft  this  particular 
application,   and,  in  efFecfl,   the  fole  foun- 
dation of  the  oppofite  opinion,  is,  that  this 
is  contrary  to  the  common  experience  of 
Chriftians.     But    whien    we    pretend    to 
build  any  thing  upon  the   experience  of 
Chriftians,  we  had  need  to  know  well  who 
and   what   fort   of  Chriftians    they    are. 
Reafoning  from  experience  in  thefe  cafes^ 
is  like  judging  by  precedent ;    both  may 
happen  to  be  againft  law.     The  approved 
examples   we  have  recorded   in  fcripturc 
we  may   fafely  follow,  becaufe  they   arc 
illuftrations  of  the  rule:  but   no  after  a- 
ges  have  any  fuch  privilege.     The  Apoftlc 
Paul  himfelf  ad vifes  Chriftians  to  be  fol- 
lowers even  of  him,  fo  far  only  as  he  was 
a  follower  of  Chrift.     And  indeed  it  gene^- 
rally  falls  out,   that,  when  people  make 
precedents  and  example  the  rule,  and  for- 
fake  the  law  and  rule  they  ftiould  judge 
by,  they  have  fome  other  purpofcs  in  view 
than  truth  and  juftice.     Let  us  confider 
them  a  little.     And, 

I .  It  is  certain,  there  are  great  numbers 
of  men  who  call  themfelves  Chriftians, 
who  are  fo  grofsly  ignorant  of  the  go* 

fpel, 
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^d^  and  dpcdaDj  of  die  cxcrciics  and 
adings  of  £udi  in  CSirift,    and    at  die 
iame  time  £b  irgaidlds  of  all  diat  hAw^ 
to  ObriftianirT  in  dicir  pfadioc,  diat  dicj 
diffir   nodiin^   fnom    HcadicnSy     acocpt 
diat  diey  happcocd  to  be  bapdzod  wbcn 
infants,   and  exceed  dienK  in  wi^sdncfs. 
Mnltitodes  of  tlicfe  are  £6  gpafskj  pio- 
£uie,    that  didr  example  or  experiences 
are  minded  by  no  body,   unlcis  it  be  to 
avoid  them,   and  beware  of  treading  in 
their  fteps.     Others  are  more  ibber,  while 
yet    no    body    takes    them    for    lericms 
Chriftians.      And    how  (hall    we   know 
whereto  (lop?    There  is  a  diingcalled 
cbariiy^   a  term  whidi  has  got  into  oar 
txanfladon  of  the  Bible,  where  the  original 
word  fignifies  Cbrifium  lavtj    which   in- 
deed covers  a  muldtude  of  faults.     By  the 
help  of  this  blinding  perfpedive,   we  may 
imagine  we  find  multitudes  of  good  Chri- 
(tians  who  are  hardly  good  enough  to  pais 
for  hypocrites  or  pretenders  to  Chriftiani- 
ty.     Mens  hearts  we  cannot  fee ;  a  form 
of  godlinefs,   without  either  the  life   or 
die  power  of  it,   may  yet  be  fb  complete 
a  form,  that  no  man  can  difcem  the  dif- 
ference.   And  how  hard  mufl  it  be  for 
diofe  who  delude  themfelyes  into  a  per- 

iuafion 
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fuafion  that  they  are  very  good  Chri- 
ftiahs,  and  for  thofe  who  in  charity  rec- 
kon them  fuch,  to  believe,  that  there  is 
any  thing  eflential  to  faith  which  they 
themfelves  are  ftrangers  to.  And  in  this 
they  are  doubly  unhappy.  Thus  thofe 
who  take  them  to  be  good  Chriftians  are 
led  into  the  fame  fnare,  and  never  attempt 
to  rife  higher  than  fuch  and  fuch  very 
good  men  do. 

2.  There  is  another  fort  of  men  who 
are  yet  more  dangerous,   as  their  abilities 
and  reputation  are  greater  than  ordinary 
Chriftians :    men  who  fet  up  for  teachers 
and   inftrudlors   of  others,    while  them- 
felves are  ftrangers  to  the  nature  of  the 
gofpel,  and  the  power  of  godlinefs.  Many 
of  thefe  have  been  men  of  great  natural 
abilities,    with  all  the  advantages  of  hu- 
man learning :    and  when  they  are  like- 
wile   of  unblameable   lives,   as   many  of 
them  have  had  a  rigid  monkiih  aufterity, 
much  beyond  what  true  Chriftianity  ei-. 
ther  requires  or  admits,    their  aflertions 
come  with  redoubled  weight  j    and   it  is 
the  hardeft  thing  in  the  world  to  perfuade 
thofe  who   are  ftrangers  to  Chriftianity, 
that  fuch  men  can  be  miftaken ;  efpecial- 
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ly  when  mens  corruption  is  handfbmety 
fbodied,  by  making  the  way  to  heaven 
more  eafy  than  Quid  and  his  Apoftles 
have  made  it. 

Such  a  man  was  Pelagius  of  old :  not 
that  he  was  the  firft  who  corrupted  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift ;  but  the  moft  remarkable, 
from  whom  the  men  of  that  way  took 
their  name.  His  capital  error  was,  mifta- 
king  the  conftitution  of  grace  for  a  plan 
of  moral  government ;  and  obedience  to 
the  divine  laws  for  the  only  way  to  the 
favour  of  God  and  eternal  life.  Hence 
he  concluded,  that  every  man  muft  be 
furnifhed  with  fufBcient  powers  for  obe- 
dience: all  depended  on  the  man's  free 
will ;  and  there  was  no  occafion  for  grace, 
but  to  encourage  and  reward  obedience  a- 
bove  its  real  and  intrinfic  deiert  and  worth. 
And  were  it  true,  that  the  conftitution 
of  grace  was  only  a  perfedl  plan  of  moral 
government,  and  no  new  creation- work, 
as  many  conceive  of  it  to  this  day,  Pe- 
lagius's  fcheme  was  certainly  a  right  one. 

But  when  he  appeared,   as  the  docSlrine 
of  grace  was  yet  preferved,   not  only  in 
the  notions,  but  in  the  hearts,   of  Chri- 
ftians,   his  fcheme  was  univerfally  con- 
demned; 
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demned ;  and,  down  to  this  day,  no  body 
cares  for  taking  up  in  terms,  what  was,  in 
thofe  primitive  times,  condemned  as  herc- 
fy :  and  yet  great  numbers  proceed  upon 
the  fame  original  plan  of  moral  govern- 
ment, viz.  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Qirift, 
which  they  term  the  gofpel,  and  the  powers 
of  what  they  call  freewill.  They  fa  ve  them- 
felves  from  the  charge  of  Pelagianifm,  by 
bringing  in  the  word  grace  \  but  with 
them  it  is  the  fame  thing  that  he  called 
nature:  and  on  this  plan,  as  no  man  could 
be  fure  of  his  perfeverance  unto  the  death, 
he  could  never  be  fure  of  eternal  life  un- 
til he  came  there.  And,  for  the  love  of 
Chrift,  and  his  death,  with  them  it  is  a 
conmion  theme.  That  they  who  are  eter- 
nally damned,  have  juft  as  much  intereft 
in  both,  while  in  this  world,  as  the  beft 
faint  in  heaven. 

Nay,  and  even  among  thofe  who  main- 
tain the  fpeciality  of  Chrift's  love,  and 
the  efficacy  of  his  death,  who  attribute 
nothing  to  nature,  but  all  to  grace,  there 
are  many  who  will  not  allow  the  affurancc 
of  particular  application  to  be  any  of  th« 
direcjl  adls  of  faith,  but  to  be  inferred  b^'^ 
refledlion  on  what  they  find  in  themfelvcsf 

Vol..  II,  5  T  partly 
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partly  becaufe  they  cannot  perceive  what 
they  reckon  a  rational  foundation  for  it 
in  the  flate  of  the  gofpel,   as  it  lies  before 
us;  and    partly  from   a  tendemefs  they 
have  for  weak  believers,    and  what,  they 
think,  is  the  experience  of  true  Chriftians. 
The  warrants  the  Chriftian  has  for  parti- 
cular application,   and  the  experience  of 
Chriftians,  we  have  met  with  already ;  and 
for   weak  ferious   ibuls,     the    tendemefs 
the^  fpeak  of  is  the  moft  cruel  thing  that 
can  be  done  to  them,  as  it  has  a  dire<ft  ten- 
dency to  footh  them   at  beft  in  a  ftate  of 
imperfedlion,   and  make  them  carelefs  a- 
bout  advancing,    and,  which  is  yet  worfe, 
puts  them  in  a  way  where  it  is  iimply  im- 
poffible  they  can  ever  attain  any  fettled 
afTurance.     It   is  by  the   marks  of  grace 
they  find  in  themfelves,  they  muft  gather 
up   their  intereft  in   Chrift.      But  thefe, 
^t  beft,    are  fo  imperfedl,  that  no  lafting 
aflurance  can  be  founded  upon  them ;  and 
no   wonder  they  are  kept  in  uncertainty 
all  their  lives  who   lay  the  foundation   of 
their  aflurance  in  themfelves.     But  how- 
ever that  is,  fo  long  as  men  teach  thus,  fo 
long  will   ordinary  Chriftians,  or  rather 
thofe  who  are  on  the  way  to  be  fuch, 

^faoth 
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foGth  tliemfelves  in  their  Unbelief  and 
doubting,  fnppofing  that  the  want  of  affu- 
ranee  is  their  unhappinefs,  but  not  their  fin  j 
aflurance  itfelf  being  a  high  attainment^ 
far  above  the  reach  of  common  Chriftians. 
And  when  they  have  fuch  authorities,  it 
is  no  wonder,  that  the  flighteft  teinpta-i^ 
t ions  ihould  prevail  to  keep  them  in  that 
unhappy  ftate  of  doubt  and  uncertainty. 

3.  This  is  much  helped  forward  by  th^ 
unhappy  divifions,  and  the  fe(5ls  and  par- 
ties, that  are  formed  imong  Chriftians* 
It  is  impoflible,  in  this  imperfedl  ftate^ 
that  ever  we  fhall  attain  fuch  meafures 
of  knowledge,  that  all,  even  real  Chri- 
ftians, ftiall  be  of  the  fame  mind.  Peter 
and  Paul,  Paul  and  Barnabas^  had  their 
differences ;  biit  they  knew  where  to  ftop^ 
There  are,  without  queftion,  greater  and 
lefTer  matters  in  the  gofpel-ftate,  as  well 
as  in  the  law,  fome  effential,  fome  only 
circiunftantial,  where  men  may,  and,  a^ 
matters  ftand,  muft  differ.  Good  and 
godly  men  have,  in  their  zeal  for  truth, 
often  put  more  upon  fome  points  than  e- 
ver  they  were*defigned  to  bear  ;  nay  good 
men  may  niiftake  fo  far  as  to  take  things 
for  truths  of  God,  which  yet  are  no  more 
3  T  2  than 


r 


5i6        TTicChristian  Life: 

than  their  own  imaginations.  And  yet  it 
is  commonly  on  thefe  difputed  points 
that  Chriftians,  very  honeft  Chriftians, 
beftow  their  zeal,  and  count  it  zeal  for 
the  Lord.  Thofe  who  would  be  Chri- 
ftians,  but  are  not  yet  acquainted  with 
the  fpirit  and  power  of  Chriftianity,  per- 
cdving  thofe  whom  they  reckon  the  beft 
Chriflians  moft  intent  upon  the  party- 
truths,  reckon  thefe  the  main  things; 
and  as  a  very  warm  zeal  for  thefe  is  eafily 
attained,  they  are  entered  into  a  party  in- 
ftead  of  Chrifl,  and  count  themfelves 
fomething  beyond  others,  while  in  reali- 
ty they  are  nothing.  Thus,  the  leaders 
unhappily  mifpending  that  labour  on. ex- 
ternals which  fhould  have  cidtivatcd  the 
fpirit  and  power  of  religion,  hurt  them- 
felves, and  miflead  multitudes,  even  while 
they  are  fo  far  in  the  right  way. 

4.  I  only  mention  the  corruption  that 
is  in  the  world  through  luft ;  a  bundle 
which  contains  a  multitude  of  deftroyers, 
to  the  mifleading  and  ruining  the  bulk  of 
Adam's  children.  Thefe  are  natural  blind- 
nefs,  and  corrupt  biaffes,  the  courfe  of  a 
very  corrupt  world,  with  which  we  all 
ftand  very  ftrongly  connedled,  and  efpe- 

cially 
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cially  the  powerful  working  of  an  unfeen^ 
but  cruel  and  unrelenting  adverfary,  who 
goeth  about  like  a  roaring  Hon,  feek^ 
ing  whom  he  may  devour ;''  and  whofe 
fole  aim  it  is,  to  keep  fouls  from  Chrift* 
This  cunning  foe  will  give  men  no  trou- 
ble, go  as  far  as  they  will  in  the  flri<5left 
morality,  in  the  moft  fervent  form  of  de- 
votion, in  the  greateft  mortification  and 
good  works :  if  he  can  but  keep  them 
from  Chrift,  from  the  reft  which  faith 
finds  in  his  dying  love,  he  knows  his 
work  is  done.  And  in  fad  the  moft  au- 
flere  profefTors  of  morality,  natural  de- 
votion, (that  is,  fuch  as  has  no  regard  to 
Chrift),  and  good  works,  are  the  moft  im- 
placable enemies  to  the  faith  of  Guift^ 
and  living  by  faith. 

5.  I  fhall  only  add  one  other  caufe  of 
that  unhappy  miftake.  The  ferious  foul, 
diftrefTed  with  a  feeling  fcnfe  of  fin,  doth 
often  too  haftily  catcE  at  eafe  and  relief, 
before  God's  time  to  reveal  the  reft  which 
he  has  prepared  in  his  Son,  and  the  won- 
ders of  his  dying  love :  and  there  is  fcl- 
dom  wanting  fomc  over-tender  friend  to 
hold  out  fome  {lender  twig  for  him  to 
hang  by.    It  is  jio  fmalj  mercy  to  a  foul 

where 
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'^frhere  God  breaks  fuch  hurtful  holds,  which 
keep  them  from  that  anchor  which  is  caft 
within  the  vail,  iiire  and  ftedfaft  j  which 
may  and  which  only  can  be  fkfily  truft- 
edto,  Heb.  vi.  19. 

And  now  the  natural  improvement  of 
all  that  we  have  faid,  is,  to  redlify  mif- 
takes  about  Chriftianity,  and  the  Chri- 
ftian  life  which  we  profefs  ;  to  give  us 
tuft  and  proper  appf  ehenfions  of  it,  where-' 
m  it  lies,  and  how  it  is  attained ;  to  be 
a  diredlory  to  us  in  our  heavenly  courfe ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  furnifh  us  with  the 
moft  powerful  and  prevalent  motives.  I 
thought  once  to  have  extended  thefc 
into  proper  heads,  and  drawn  out  a  fort 
of  fketch  under  each  of  them ;  but  having 
fo  far  exceeded  the  meafure  I  defigned, 
and.  the  whole  being  laid  with  thefe 
thefe  views,  it  would  be  but  repeating  a- 
gain  what  I  have  been  faying,  and  much 
of  it  of  tener  than  once  from  the  beginning. 
Only  as  the  laft  appears  to  be  of  fo  very 
great  moment,  as  in  eiFe(fl  the  whole 
Chriftian  life,  at  leaft  the  vigour  and  ac- 
tivity of  it,  depends  on  it,  I  fliall  lay  to- 
gether a  few  confiderations  for  impreffing 

our 
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our  hearts  with  a  dutiful  regard  to  it,  both 
on  ;2iccpunt  of  the  manifold  evils  that  at-^ 
tend  our  flopping  fhort,  and  the  un- 
fpeakable  advantages  of  keeping  the  dying 
love  of  our  Redeemer,  in  the  moft  particu- 
lar application  of  it,  in  our  view. 

The  unhappinefs  of  thoFe  who  ftop 
fliort  of  the  Apoftle's  faith,  will  appear 
from  the  foil  wing  confiderations. 

I.  It  is  refting  in  a  very  finful  way. 
IVJoft  miferably  are  they  miftaken  who 
reckon  it  only  a  piece  of  unhappinefs,  and 
no  fault  of  theirs.  In  fome  cafes  indeed 
it  may  be  fo.  In  the  firft  converfion  of  a 
jQnner,  and  his  entrance  into  the  fpiritual 
life,  his  wife  cdndudlor  may  have  very 
great  and  very  kind  purpofes  to  anfwer, 
by  keeping  him  in  uncertainty  about  his 
ftate,  and  what  may  be  the  event.  The 
fame  cafe  may  fall  out  in  other  periods  of 
it,  as  it  ftiall  pleafe  that  Spirit  on  whom 
he  depends,  to  withdraw  his  light,  in 
which  only  a  faving  intereft  in  Chrift  can 
be  feen.  It  is  not  the  fimple  want  of  it  I 
call  a  fin,  but  wilfully  refting  and  footh- 
ing  one's  felf  in  it.  This  is  unbelief;  it 
is  negleding  the  moft  valuable  part  of 
Chrift's  ialvation  ;   it  is  luidcrvaluing  his 

love; 
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love;  and,  which  is  worft  of  all^  im-- 
peaching  his  faithfiilnels^  and  dcfyiBng 
ins  authority. 

2.  It  is  mod  fbolifh  toreft  in  an  nncer- 
Icainty  in  a  matter  of  Aich  moment,  and 
where,  there  is  ,fo  much  danger.*  You 
dare  not  fay,  Gnifi  has  laved  mtj  and  gt- 
nien  hitnjtlffcr  me ;  that,  you  think,  would 
be  prefumption;  then  as  certainly  you 
dare  not  fay  but  you  may  be  damned  e- 
tonally,  and  that  the  wrath  of  God  ji- 
Hdes  on  you.  You  will  lay,  yob  hope 
it  is  otherwife.  But  what  is  the  fbunda-« 
tion  of  your  hope  ?  You  can  hsCve  none 
but  in  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  his  having 
died  for  you.  If  you  fay  you  hope,  io^ 
is  that  enough  ?  It  fays  you  are  not  iure, 
and  is  that  a  condition  to  be  refted  in  ? 
There  cannot  be  a  fiirer  fign  of  one's  being 
yet  in  the  gall  of  bittemefs,  and  the  bond 
of  iniquity,  than  to  reft  our  eternal  falva- 
tion  on  fuch  an  uncertain  hope,  and  live 
ealy  under  it. 

3.  It  renders  one  incapable  of  many  of 
the  principal  duties  of  the  Chriftian  life, 
and  very  weak  and  feeble  in  all.  I  had 
occafion  to  fliow,  how  incapable  it  makes 
one  of  the  love  of  God  and  Chrift,  of  con* 

fidence 
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fidence  in  hipi;  and  giving  him  the  glory 
that  is  due  unto  his  name :   and  what  is 

religion  without  thefe^  but  an  empty  flia-  . 
dow,  and  dead  form?  And  even  in  the  ^ 
Ouljp^rard  duties  of  life,  whether  toward 
God,  or  man,  our  flxength,  our  courage, 
is  gorfc,  like.Samfon  when  he  loft  his 
hair :  How  eafily  are  we  overcome !  What 
a  poor  pitiful  cafe  is  this !     And  hence, 

4.  This  is  the  great,  and  in  effe&,  the 
only  caufe,  of  that  barrennefs  and  unfruit-* 
fulnefs  which  aire  fo  apparent  in  profejQTors 
of  this  ftamp.  And  how  can  it  be  other- 
wife?  There  can  be  ijio  fruit  in  the 
branches,  but  by  fap  derived  from  the 
root.  It  is  by  abiding  in  Chrift  that  the 
beft  Chriftian  can  thrive:  if  he  lives  not 
in  him,  he  muft  die^  It  is  only  by  the 
confidence  of  faith,  or  particular  applica- 
tion for  one's  felf,  that  any  man  can  abide 
in  him^  That  cannot  be  done,  but  by 
perceiving  and  believing  his  love.  It  is, 
love  only  that  can  beget  love :  and  it  is' 
from  this  inward  fpring  that  all  our  fruit' 
flows.  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  whole, 
law;  and,  without  it,  no  duty  can  be 
done.  And  how  dreadful  the  end  of  un-^^ 
fruitfulnefs  and  barrennefs  in   the  Lord's 

Vol.  11.  3  U  vineyard 
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vineyard  is,  appears  from  what  is  writtsen, 
John  XV.  2.  6.  '*  Every  branch  in  me  Aat 
**  beareth  not  fruit,  he  (the  hufbandman) 
**  taketh  away;"  and  they  are  caft  out 
and  wither,  and  are  gathered  and  burned. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  where  the  love 
of  Chrift,  and  of  the  Father  in  Kim,  is 
known  and  believed,  how  happy  the  man ! 
For, 

1 .  It  is  a  very  heaven  upon  earth ;  peace, 
fafety,  confidence,  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghoft ;  all  the  pleafures  of  love  elevated 
and  exalted  to  the  higheft  pitch,  Ibme- 
thing  greatly  above  the  moft  perfect  friend-' 
fhip,  and  that  is  the.  moft  exalted  enjoy- 
ment the  world  knows  any  thing  of.  "  This 
*'  is  my  beloved,  and  this  is  my  friend." 
How  fuperlatively  happy!  All  fears,  all 
forrows,  all.  cares,  are  effedlually  pre- 
vented, and  fet  afide  for  ever. 

2.  It  breaks  the  force  and  ftrength  o^ 
every  temptation.  So  fays  the  Apoftle, 
"  the  fliield  of  faith  quenches  all  the  fiery 
**  darts  of  the  devil."  It  does  fo  effe<5lually, 
by  the  protedlion  it  puts  the  foul  under 
in  Chrift ;  it  does  fo,  by  the  fenfe  and 
feeling  of  our  happinefs  in  him.  The 
world,   and  all   that  Satan  can  find  there 

to 
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to  bait  his  fnares  aiid  gifts  with,  are  no^ 
thiiig ;  the  victory  over  that  is  cx>mplete  j 
it  is  cnicified  to  the  man  in  Chrift,  and  hei 
is  drucified  to  it. 

3.  It  reconciles  the  foul  to  every  lot^ 
^tid  makes  the  circrnhftances  which,  ^  in 
the  eye  of  the  world,  are  moft  cohtempti-i 
ble  knd  difagreeible,  perfedly  eafy  and 
pkafiiig.  It  gives  perfedl  contentment, 
and  that  is  more  than  the  pofTefffion  of  the 
whole  world  can  do. 

4.  It  ttkakes  on?  ufeful  in  the  world ; 
tecommends  the  ways  of  Chrift^  and  ad-^ 
orns  the  dodtrine  of  the  gofpel;  gives  a 
good  example,  and  a  convincing  evi- 
dence of  the  ttiith  and  r^lity  of  religion,. 
And, 

5.  It  is  the  way,  the  only  way,  to  pre- 
pare the  heirs  of  glory,  and  to  make  them 
fit  for  heaven.  Their  converfation  is  there; 
there  is  their  treafure,  and  there  is  their 
heart;  and  their  bufinefs  here  is  but  to 
Wait  all  the  days  of  their  appointed  time^ 
until  their  change  come ;  looking  for  that^, 
blefled  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearance 
of  the  great  God,  and  our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift. 

But  how  fhall  we  attain  fo  happy   a 
3  U  2  ftateJ 
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ftate?  It  is  in  God's  hand,  it  is  a  gift  of 
his  grace ;  and  until  he  (hall  be  pleafed  to 
bcftow  it,  and  to  give  that  Spirit  of  faith 
which  leads  into  all  truth,  vain  are  all  the 
attempts  of  man. 

They  are  indeed  fo ;  and  if  ever  wc 
propofe  to  profper,  we  mud  lay  this  as  a 
foundation,  "That  of  ourfelves  we  can 
**  do  nothing;"  and  never  flatter  'our-» 
felves  fo  far  as  to  place  any  dependence  up- 
on the  outvfard  means  of  grace,  however 
f:areful  and  diligent  we  are  in  the  ufe  of 
them;  as;  very  careful  and  diligent  wc 
will  be,  if  we  are  indeed  in  e^meft. 
Neither  muft  we  expedl  any  thing  from 
man,  not  from  the  bed  Chriftians  or  mi- 
nifters ;  though  their  affiftance  is  not  tq 
be  negledled.  Our  eyes  muft  be  on  him 
alone  who  is  the  light  and  life  of  man. 

But,  at  the  fame  time,  he  has  lai4 
down  a  way  which  he  has  promifed  to 
blefs,  and  it  is  the  way  of  faith ;  and  he 
has  warranted  us  to  go  on  in  an  abfblute 
dependence  on  and  entire  confidence  in 
him,  whatever  difficulties  and  difcDurage-r 
ments  we  may  meet  with  in  our  way.  And 
indeed  we  may  be  put  to  wait  long,  and 
^ven  meet  with  many  tilings  that  look  like 

ftbfolutc 
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abfolute  refiifals,  as  the  woman  of  Ca-^ 
naan  did.  But  we  have  this  for  our  en- 
couragement, That  never  any  followed 
and  waited,  (for  faith  has  always  pa- 
tience for  its  companion,  Heb.  vi.  12, 
X.  36.  They  that  believe,  never  make  hafte) ; 
never  any,  I  fay,  waited,  but  in  the  end 
had  their  errand  and  more. .  Himfelf  hath 
faid,  "  Him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in 
"  no  wife  caft  out/* 

The  only  dircdlion  then  I  would  give, 
is  that  which  God  gave  Mofes  for  the  If* 
raelites  when  they  were  in  the  moft  defpe- 
rate  cafe  men  could  be  in,  fliut  up  be- 
tween the  Egyptians  and  the  Red  fea: 
**  Speak  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  that; 
"  they  go  forward."  This,  we  find,  was 
the  Apoftle  Paul's  pradlice:  "Forgetting 
"  the  things  that  are  behind,  and  mind- 
"  ing  only  thofe  things  which  are  before, 
^*  I  prefs  toward  the  mark,  for  the  prize 
"  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Je- 
"  fus,"  Phil,  iii.  15.  And  thus  he  exhortsi 
us,  Heb.  vi.  12.  *'  That  we  be  not  flothful, 
"  but  followers  of  them,  who  through  faith 
f^  and  patience  inherit  the  promifes." 

r 

The  End  of  the  Second  VolumQ. 


The  Third  Volume,  which  com- 
pletes this  Book,  is  in  the  prefs,  and 
will  be  publiflied  Tome  time  in  the 
cnfuing  fummer. 
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